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CHAP. LII. 

> 

Two Sieges of Conjiantinople by the Arabs.— ^ 

Their Invafton of France^ and Drfeat by Charles 
Martel. — Civil War (f the Omrhiades and Ahbaf 
Jides. — Learning of the Arabs. — Luxury of the 
Caliphs.— Naval Enterprifes on Crete, Sicily, and 
Rome. — Decay and Divifton of the Empire of the 
Caliphs. — Defeats and Victories of the Greek Em-‘ 
perors. 

W HEN the Arabs firft Iffued from the defert, chap. 

they muft have been furprifed at the eafe t -1 
and rapidity of their own fuccefs. But when they 
advanced in the career of viftoty to the banks of bian con- 
the Indus and the fummit of the Pyrenees; when *i“**^** 
they had repeatedly tried the edge of their fcyme- 
tars and the energy of their fiith, they might be 
VoL. X. B equally 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 



CHAP. 

Lir. 



Fiift Cege 
ofConftan- 
tinopk by 
thi Arabt. 



equally aftonilhed that "any nation could refill their 
invincible arms, that any boundary Ihould confine 
the dominion of the fuccelTor of the prophet. ' The 
confidence of foldiers and fanatics may indeed be 
excufed, fince the calm hillorian of the prefent 
hour, who llrives to follow the rapid courfe of the 
Saracens, mull lludy to explain by what- means 
the church and Hate were faved from this impend- 
ing, and, as it Ihould feem, from this inevitable 
danger. The deferts of Scythia and Sarmatia 
might be guarded by their extent, their climate, 
their poverty, and the courage of the northern Ihep- 
herds; China was remote and inaccellible ; but the 
greatell part of the temperate zone was fubjed to 
the Mahometan conquerors, the Greeks were ex- 
haulled by the calamiues of war and the lofs of 
their fairell provinces, and the Barbarians of Eu- 
rope might jullly tremble at the precipitate fall of 
the Gothic monarchy. In this enquiry I lhall un- 
fold the events that refcued our anceilors of Bri- 
tain, and our neighbours of Gaul, from the civil 
and religious yoke of the Koran ; that protected 
rhe majelty of Rome, and delayed the fervitude of . 
Conllantinople; that invigorated the defence of 
the Chrillians, and fcattered among their enemies 
the feeds of divifion and decay. 

Forty-fix years after the flight of Mahomet from 
Mecca, his difciples appeared in arms under the 
walls of Conftantinople *. They were animated 



' Theophanc; places thb fe vru years of the Cege of Conftantinople 
ill the year of flK/- ChrilHan sera 673 (of the Alexandrian 665, Sept.i.)» 
and the peace of tJie Saracens, four years afterwards ■, a glarinjj 
• inconftltency ! 
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t)F THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 



.by a genuine or fictitious faying of the prophet, c:hap- 
that, to the firft army which befieged the city of 
the Csefars, their fins were forgiven: the long 
•feries of Roman triumphs would be meritorioufly 
transferred to the conquerors of New Rome ; and 
the wealth of nations was depofited in this well- 
chofen feat of royalty and commerce. No fooner 
had the caliph Moawiyah fuppreffed his rivals and 
ellablilhed his throne, than he afpired to expiate 
the guilt of civil blood, by the fuccefs and glory 
of his holy expedition* ; his preparations by fea 
and land were adequate to the importance of tlie , 
objedl ; his llandard was entrufted to Sophian, a 
veteran warrior, but the troops were encouraged by 
the example and prefence of Yezid the fon and 
prefumptive heir of the commander of the faithful. 

The Greeks had little to hope, nor had their ene» 
mies any reafons of fear, from the courage and 
vigilance of the reigning emperor, who difgraccd 
the name of Conftantine, and imitated only ths 
inglorious years of his grandfather Heraclius. 

Without delay or oppofition, the naval forces of 
the Saracens palfcd through the unguarded channel 
of the Hellcfpont, which even now, under the 



incon/iftency ! which Petavius, Goar, and Pagi (Critica, tom. iv. p. 
63, 64.), have fti ugglcd to remove. Of the Arabians, the Hegira 51 
( A. D. 672, January 8.) is alfigiud by Elraacin, the year 48 (A. D. • 
S68, Feb. 20.) by Abulfeda, whole tcliimony I eltecin tlie moft con- 
venient and ci editable. 

* For this fil'd liege of, Conlhmtinople, fee Nicephorus (Breviar. p. 

It, 22.) ■ Theophanes (Chronograph. p. 294. ) ; Cedrenus (Compend. 
p. 437.); Zonaras (Hid. torn. ii. 1 . xiv. p. 89.); Elmaciii (Hill. Sa- 
racen, p. 56, 57.); Abulfeda (Annal. Mollan. p. 1 07, 108. veil'. 
ReilkeJj d’ilerbelot (Bibliot. Orient. Conilanlimdi} j Ockley’s Hat. 
of the Saraceus, vol. ii. p. 127, 118. . , 

B 2 feeble 
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4 -fHE DECLINE AND FALL 

Yf ' ■ A , ; ; 

F fettle and diforderly government of the Turfcj, 

is mhhitained as the natural bulwark of the ca- 
pital^. The Arabian fleet call anchor, and the 
troops were difembarked near the palace of Hel> 
domon, feven miles from the city. During many 
days, from the dawn of light to the evening, the 
line of aflault was extended from the golden gate 
to the eaftern promontory, and the foremoft war- 
riors were impelled by the weight and effort of 
the fucceeding columns. But the befiegers had 
formed an infufficient ellimate of the ftrength and 
refources of Conftantinople. The folid and lofty 
walls were guarded by numbers and difcipline: 
the fpirit of the Romans was rekindled by the lafl 
danger of their religion and empire : the fugitives 
from the conquered provinces more fuccefsfuily 
renewed the defence of Damafcus and Alex- 
andria ; and the Saracens w^ere difmayed by the 
ftrange and prodigious effefts of artificial fire. 
This firm and efledbual refiftance diverted their 
arms to the more eafy attempts of plundering the 
European and Afiatic coafls of the Propontis ; 
and, after keeping the fea from the month of April 
to that of September, on the approach of winter 
they retreated fourfcore miles from the capital, to 
the ifle of Cyzicus, in which they had eflablifhed 



' 3 The ftate and defence of the Dardanelles is expofed in the Memoirs 
•f the Baron de Tott (tom. Hi. p. 39—97.), who was fent to fortify 
them againft the Rufltans. Prom a principal a£tor, <1 fliould have ex, 
pefted more accurate detail? ; but he feems to write for the amufement, 
rather than the inftruftib'n, of his reader.' 'Perhaps, on the approach 
of the enemy, the minifter of Conftantrae was occupied, like that of 
^uffapha, in finding two Canary birds, who (hould fing precilbly the 
fame note. 

■ i: •• j .►! orrii’f ?:■ ■ tllCff 
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OF THE, ROMAN EMPIRE. , ,r 

■ f " . * ■>■ . • •. i. ic fj.il ^ - 

their magazine of fpoil and provifions. So patient ^ 
w^s their perfeverance, or fo languid were their L) 

operations, that they repeated in the fix following 
fummers the fame attack and retreat, with a gra- 
dual abatement of hope and vigour, till the mif- 
chances of fliipwreck and difeafe, of the fword 
and of fire, compelled them to relinquifh the fruit-' 
lefs enterprife. They might bewail the lofs or 
commemorate the martyrdom of thirty thoufand 
Moflems, who fell in the liege of Conflantinople j 
and the folemn funeral of Abu Ayub, or Job, 
excited the curiofity of the Chriftians themfelves. 

That venerable Arab, one of the 1 aft of the com- 
panions of Mahomet, was numbered among the 
anfars, or auxiliaries, of Medina, who fheltered 
the head of the flying prophet. In his youth he 
fought, at Beder and Ohud, under ’ the holy 
ftandard : in his mature age he was the friend 
and follower of Ali ; and the laft remnant of his 
ftrength and life was confumed in a diftant and * 

dangerous war againft the enemies of the Koran. 

His memory was revered ; but the place of his 
burial was negletled and unknown, during a 
period of feven hundred and eighty years, till the 
cbnqueft of Conftantinople by Mahomet the fecond. 

A feafonable vifion (for fuch are the manufac- 
ture of every religion) revealed the holy fpot at , 
the foot of the walls and the bottom of the har- 
bour ; and the mofch of Ayub has been defervcdly 
chofen for the Ample and martial inauguration of 
of the Turkifbfultans\ . .. . t 



The 



♦ Demetrius Cajjtemir’s Hilf. of the Othman empire, p. 105, io 4 . 
Jt^'caut's State of the Ottoman Empire, p. so, it. Voyages de The-. 

E j Tenot, 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 

The event of the fiege revived, both in the Eafl: 
and Weft, the reputation of the Roman arms, and 
caft a momentary fhade over the glories of the Sa- 
racens. The Greek ambaflador was favourably re- 
ceived at Damafeus, in a general council of^ the 
emirs or Koreifli : a peace, or truce, of thirty years 
was ratified between the two empires 4 and* the fti- 
pulation of an annual tribute, fifty horfes of a noble 
breed, fifty Haves, and three thouland pieces of gold, 
degraded the majefty of the commander of the 
faithful 5. The aged caliph was defirous of pof- 
fefting his dominions, an,d ending his days in tran- 
quillity and repofe ; while the Moors and Indians 
trembled at his name, his palace and city of Da- 
mafeus was infulted by the Mardaites, or Ma- 
ronites, of mount Libanus, the firmeft barrier of 
the empire, till they were difarmed and tranfplant- 
ed by the fufpicious policy of the Greeks®. After 
the revolt of Arabia and Perfia, the houfe of Om- 
miyah^ was reduced to the kingdoms of Syria and ' 

Egypt ; 



renot, part i. p. 189. The Chriftians, who fuppofe that the martyr 
Abu Ayub is vulgarly confounded with the patriarch Job, betray their 
own ignorance ratlter than that of the Turks. 

5 Theophanes, though a Greek, deferves credit for thefe tributes 
(Chronograph, p. 295, 296. 300, 301.), which are confirmed, with 
fome- variation, by the Arabic hittory of Abulpharagius (Dynart. 
p. 128. verf. Poccck). 

* The cenfure of Theophanes is juft and pointed, ■nji' 
ct«.puTrpiu(rx; > . > • y.xHx 

Vuptxvix uVo Tuv Apst|3*)i/ Tn vvy (Chronograph, p. 302, 

303.). The feries of ihcfe events maybe traced in the Annals of 
Tlieophanes, and in the Abridgement of the Patriarch Nicephorus, 
p.'22. 24. 

^ Thefe domeftic revolutions' are related in a clear and natural ftyle, 
in the fecond volume pf Ockk-y's iliftory of Uie Saracens, p. 2S3-« 

37o» 



V 



Digitized by Google 




OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE.’ 

Egypt : their diftrefs and fear enforced their com- ^ 
pliance with the prefling demands of the Chridians ; 
and the tribute was encreafed to a Have, an horfe, 
and athoufand pieces of gold, for each of the three 
hundred and fixty-five days of the folar year. But 
as foon as the empire was again united by the arms 
and policy of Abdalmalek, he difclaimed a badge of 
fervitude not lefs injurious to his confcience than to 
his pride : he difeontinued the payment of the tri- 
bute ; and the refentment of the Greeks was dif- 
abled from action by the mad tyranny of the fe- 
cond Juftinian, the juft rebellion of his fubjects, 
and the frequent change of his antagonilfs and 
fucceffors. Till the reign of Abdalmalek, the Sa- 
racens had been content with the free pofleflion of 
the Perfian and Roman treafures, in the coin of 
Chofroes and Csefar. By the command of that 
caliph, a national mint was eftablilhed, both for 
■filver and gold, and the infeription of the Dinar, 
though it might be cenfured by fome timorous 
cafuifts, proclaimed the unity of the God of Ma- 
homet®. Under the reign of the caliph Waled, 

the 

370. Befides our printed authors, he draws his materials from tlie 
Arabic MSS. of Oxford, which he would have more deeply foarchtd, 
had he been confined to the Bodleian library inftead of the city jail ; a 
fate how unworthy of the man and of his countjy ! 

® Elmacin, who dates tire firil coinage A. H. 76, A. D. 695, five 
or fix years later than the Gieek bifioriuns, has compared the weight 
of the beft or common ^old dinar, to the draciim or dirhem of Egypt 
G 77-)i '*hich may be equal to two pennies (+8 grains) of our Troy 
weight (Hooper’s Enquiry into Ancient Meal'ures, p. 24-— 36 ), and 
equivalr^it to eight Ihiilings of our llerling money. From the lame 
Elmacin and the Arabian phyficians, fome dinars as. high as two dir- 
hems, as low as half a dirhem, may be deduced. The piece of filver 
was the dirheai| both in value and weight j but an old, though fair 
* ^ ' B 4 coin* 
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LH **’ thp.Gfisdt language and charaders were excluded 
■i — from the accovutts of the public revenue^. If this 
change was produdive of the invention or familiar 
iife of our prefent numerals, the Arabic or Indian 
cyphers, as they are commonly ftyled, a regulatkm 
of office has promoted the molt important difco- 
veries of arithmetic, algebra, and the mathematical 
lciences'“. 

Second Whilft the caliph Waled fat idle on the throne 

Conftan- Damafcus, while his lieutenants atchieved the 

tinopie, conqueft of Tranfoxiana and Spain, a third army 
7 1 6^7 j 8. of Saracens overfpread the provinces of Afia Mi- 
nor, and approached the borders of the Byzantine 
capital. But the attempt and difgrace of the fecemd 
liege was referved for his brother Soliman, whofe 
ambition appears to have been quickened by a 
more a6Hve and martial fpirit. In the revolutions 
of the Greek empire, after the tyrant Juftinian had 
been pqnilhed and avenged, an humble fecretary, 
Anaftafius or Artemius, was promoted by chancy 

coin, ftruck at Wafet, A. H. 88, and |>referved in the Bodlfi^ 
library, wants four grains of the Cairo ftandard (fee the Modern Unit 
verfal Hiltory, tom. i. p. 548. of the French tranflation). 

* K«t txcoXva-t ypxf)t<r 6 ait tXXTiwyi ray Svft-ovtii^ ruv 

Xaytdfinuy Ap«| 3 «oi; avr» ■rap«tnjxaiv!(rfxi 

' ■•■“I' orfiilt} x^ui/MToy rn iKttyuv yXwirn 

■n o jxaXfV Tpix^x,voxru tifxurvuTpiaypxftvdxi, Theophan. 
Chronograph, p. 314. This defeft, if it really exifted, tnuft have fti- ' 
mutated the ingenuity of the Arabs to invent or borrow. 

. According to a new though probable notion, maintained by M. 

_de Villoifon (Anecdota Grxca, tom. ii. p. 151-— 157.), our cyphers 
.are not of Indian or Arabic invention. They were ufed by the Greek 
and Latin arithmeticians long before the age of Boethius. After the 
^xtinflion of fcience in the Weft, they were adopted by the Arabic 
verfions from Uie original MSS. and to the Latins about the 

.ji'*' century. ,a . 
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cr merit to the vacant purine. <^He was alarmed 
by; the found of war ; and his ambaiTador returned 
6-om Damafcus with the tremendous news, that 
the Saracens were preparing an armament by fea 
and land, fuch as would tranfcend the experience 
of the paft, or the belief of the prefent age. The 
precautions of Anaftafms were not unworthy of his 
ftation, or of the impending danger. He iffued 
a peremptory mandate, that all perfons who were 
not provided with the means of fubfiftence for a 
three years fiege, ihould evacuate the city : the 
public granaries and arfenals were abundantly re- 
pleniihed ; the walls were reftored and flrength* 
ened ; and the engines for cafting flones, or darts, 
pr.fire, were ilationed along the ramparts, or in 
the ^brigantines of war, of which an additional 
number was haftily conftrufted. To prevent, is 
fafer, as well as more honourable, than, to repel, 
fui attack ; and a defign was meditated, above the 
pfual fpirit of the Greeks, of burning the naval 
Itores of the enemy, the cyprefs timber that had 
been hewn in mount Libanus, and was piled along 
-the fea-lhore of Phoenicia, for the fervice of the 
Egyptian fleet. This generous enterprife was de- 
feated by the cowardice or treachery of the troops, 
who, in the new language of the empire, were 
ftyled of the Objequian Theme'\ They murdered 

In theUivifioD of the ^etnts, orprovlncc* deffribcd by Conftar- 
ftantinc Porphyrogenitus (de Thetnatilms, !. i. p. 9, 10.), the 
ipMum, a Latin apjiellation of t}ie army and palace, was the fourth in 
t|K public prdrr. Nice tttas the metropolis, and its jtirifdi£Uon tx~ 
tended froip the HeUefpont over the adjacent parts of Bithynia and 
Phrygia (fee the ttvo maps prefixed by Dplifle 19 the luipciltim On'eii, 
talc of fiandurij, '' 

' their 
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lo THE DECLINE AND FALL 

^ LH chief, deferted their ftandard in the Ifle of 

Rhodes, difperfed themfelves over the adjacent con- 
tinent, and deferved pardon or reward by inverting 
with the purple a fimpJe officer of the revenue. 
The name of Theodoflus might recommend him 
to the fenate and people ; but, after fome months, 
he funk into a cloyrter, and refigned, to the firmer 
' hand of Leo the Ifaurian, the urgent defence of the 
, capital and empire. 'I'he inort formidable of the 
Saracens, Moflemah the brother of the caliph, was 
advancing at the head of one hundred and twenty 
thoufand Arabs and Perfians, the greater part 
mounted on horfes or camels ; and the fuccefsful 
fieges of Tyana, Amorium, and Pergamus, were 
' of fufficient duration to exercife their Ikill and to 
elevate their hopes. At the well-known paflage 
of Abydus, on the Hellefpont, the Mahometan 
arms were tranfported, for the firrt time, from Afia 
to Europe. From thence, wheeling round the 
Thracian cities of the Propontis, Moflemah in- 
verted Conftantinople on the land fide, furrounded 
fiis camp with a ditch and rampart, prepared and 
planted his engines of aflfault, and declared, by- 
words and aftions, a patient refolution of expefting 
the return of feed-time and harvert, rtiould the 
obrtinacy of the befieged prove equal to his own. 
The Greeks would gladly have ranfomed their re- 
ligion and empire, by a fine or afleflment of a piece 
of gold on the head of each inhabitant of the city ; 

. , but the liberal olfer was rejedted with difdain, and 
the prefumption of Moflemah was exalted by the 
fpeedy approach and invincible force of the navies 
of Egypt and Syria. They are faid to have 

amounted 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 

amounted to eighteen hundred fliips : the number ^ ® ** 
betrays their inconfiderable fize ;,and of the twenty 
ftout and capacious veffels, whofe magnitude im- 
peded their progrefs; each was manned with no 
more than one hundred heavy armed foldiers. This 
huge Armada proceeded on a fmooth fea and with 
a gentle gale, towards the mouth of the Bofphorus ; 
the furface of the ftreight was overfltadowed, in 
the language of the Greeks, with a moving forelt, 
and the fame fatal . night had been fixed by the 
Saracen chief for a general aflault by fea and land. 

To allure the 'confidence of the enemy, the em- 
peror had thrown afide the chain that ufually 
guarded the entrance of the harbour ; but while 
they hefitated, whether they fhould feize the oppor- 
tunity, or apprehend the fnare, the minifters of de- 
ftrucHon were at hand. The firelhips of the Greeks > 
were launched againftthem, the Arabs, their arms, 
and vefi'els, were involved in the fame flames, the 
diforderly fugitives were dafhed againfl; each odier 
or overwhelmed in the waves j and I no longer 
find a veflige of the fleet, that had threatened to 
extirpate the Roman name. A ftill more fatal 
and irreparable lofs was that of the caliph Soliman, 
who died of an indigellion’* in his camp near 
Kinnifrin or Chalcis in Syria, as he was preparing 
to lead againfl; Conftantinople the remaining forces 



** The caliph had emptied two baflcets of eggs and of figs, which he 
ftji’allowed alternately, and the repaft was concluded with jhari'ow and 
fugar. In one of his pilgrimages to Mecca, Soliman eat, at a fingle 
Ri^l, feventy pomgranates, a kid, fix fowls, and a huge" quantity of 
the grapes of Taycf. If the bill of fare be correft, we mull admire 
the appetite rather than the luxury of the fovereigu of Afia (Abnlfeda, 
Ann4. Mofljm. p. . . 
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the'* DECLINE' And fall 

^ LW taft. The brother of Moflemah was fuc- 

W» y i^ ceeded by a kinfman "and an enemy; and the 
thttone'of an aftive and able prince was degraded 
^ the ufelefs and pernicious virtues of a bigot. 

While he ftarted and fatished the fcruples of a 
, blind confcience, the fiege was continued through 
the winter by the negleft rather than by the refo- 
Jution of the caliph Omar’’. The winter proved 
nncommonly rigorous ; above an hundred days 
the ground was covered with deep fnow, and the 
natives of the fultry climes of Egypt and Arabia 
lay torpid and almoft lifelefs in their frozen camp. 
They revived on the return of fpring; a fecond 
effort had been made in their favour ; and their 
diftrefs was relieved by the arrival of two nu- 
merous fleets, laden with com, and arms, and fol- 
diers ; the firfl from Alexandria, of four hundred 
tranfports and gallies ; the fecond of three hun- 
dred and fixty veffels from the ports of Africa. 
But the Greek fires were again kindled, and if the 
deftruftion was lefs complete, it was owing to the 
experience which had taught the Moflems to re- 
main at a fafe diftance, or to the perfidy of the 
Egyptian mariners, who deferted with their fhips 
to the emperor of the Chriftians. The trade and 
navigation of the capital were reftored ; and the 
produce of the filheries fupplied the wants, and 

‘3 See the articleof Omar Ben Abdalati/., in the Bibliotheqtie Ort- 
«ntale (p. &S9, 690.), prxferens, Tays Elmacin (p. 9 i.)> religionein 
iuam rebus fuis muiidanis. He was fo defirous of being with God, 
that he would not have anointed his ear (his own laying) to obtain a 
perfeef cure of his laft malady. The caliph had only one fhirt, and ia 
an age of luxury, bis Annual expence was no more than two dracbqil 
(Abulpharagius, p. 131.). Hand diu gavifus 9 Q principe fuit orbU 
iKluiluBus (Abulfeda, p. lay.). 

even 
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tven the luxury, of the inhabitants. But * the 
calamities of famine and difeafe were foon fek ,by i‘ 

the troops of Moflemah, and as the former was 
miferably affuaged, fo the latter was dreadfully 
propagated, by the pernicious nutriment 'which 
hunger compelled them to extract fromrthe moft 
unclean or unnatural food. The fpirit of conqueft, 
and even of enthufiafm, was extindl : the Saracens 
could no longer draggle beyond their lines, either 
fingle or in fmall parties, without expofing them- 
felves to the mercilefs retaliation of the Thracian ,,, ’ 
peafants. An army of Bulgarians was attraded 
from the Danube by the gifts and promifes of 
Leo ; and thefe favage auxiliaries made fome 
atonement for the evils which they had inflicted ' 

on the empire, by the defeat and flaughter of 
twenty-two thoufand Afiatics. A report was dex- 
teroufly fcattered, that the Franks, the unknown 
nations of the Latin world, were arming by fea 
and land in the defence of the Chriftian caufe, and 
their formidable aid was expected with far different 
fenfations in the camp and city. At length, after 
a fiegeof thirteen months**, the hopelefs Moflemah Failure 
received from the caliph the welcome permiflion of 
retreat. The march of the Arabian cavalry over racen*. 
the Hellefpont and through the provinces of Afia, 
was . executed without delay or moleftation ; but 
an army of their brethren had been cut in pieces 

Both Nicephorus and Thtophanes agree that the Cege of Con- 
ftantinopk was railed the 15th of Auguft (A. D. 718); but as the 
formciv our bell witnefs, affirms that it Contintied thirteen momhs, the 
latter muft be miftaken in liippofing that it began on the fame dajr of ; 
the preceding yew. I do not find that Pagi has remarked this ineon-^- 
Citssncy. t '-ji;;::.' *■ - ' 'u --A) 

is . W- . ■ ' t 

on 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 

on the fide of Bithynia, and the remains of the 
fleet was fo repeatedly damaged by tempefl; and 
fine, that only five gallies entered the port of ^lex-* 
andria to relate the tale of their various and al- 
moft incredible difafters'*. 

In the two fieges, the deliverance of Conftanti- ’ 
nople may be chiefly afcribed to the novelty, the , 
terrors, and the real efficacy of the Greek Jire'^, 
The important fecret of compounding and diredt- 
ing this artificial flame was imparted by Callinicus, 
a native of Heliopolis in Syria, who deferted from 
thefervice of the caliph to that of the emperor ‘L 
The {kill of a chymifl: and engineer was equivalent 
to the fuccour of fleets and armies ; and this dif- 
covery or improvement of the military art was 
fortunately referved for the dillrefsful period, 
when the degenerate Romans of the Eafl were 
incapable of contending with the warlike enthu'^ 
fiafin and youthful vigour of the Saracens. The 
Jiiflorian who prefumes to analize this extraor* 



’5 In the lecond fiege of Conftantinople, I Iiave followed Nice- 
phorus (Uiev. p, 3^ — 3C,), Theophanes (Chronograph, p. 324.— 
334.)', Cedrenus (Compend. p. 449 — 452.), Zonaras (tom. ii. p. 
9S — 102.), Elmacin (Hift. Saracen, p. 88.), Abulfcda (Annal. 
Mollem. p. 126.), and Abulpharagiiis (Dynalt. p. 230.), the moft 
I'atisfaftory of the Arabs. 

Ourfua* .and indefatigable gtiide in the middle ages and By2an- 
tine hlltory, Charles du Frtfne du Snnge, has treated in leveral 
places of the Greek lire, and his colletllons leave few gleaning# 
behind. See particularly Gloffar. Med. et' Infim. Graccitat. p. 
^275. fub voce Flop SasAacs-iov, typer. Gloflar. Med. ct Infini. 
Latinitat. Ignis Gr<tcus. Obfervations fur Vlllehardouin, p. 30 c, 
306. Obfervations fur Joinville, p. 71, 72, 

Theophanes llyles him (p. 295.). Cedrenus 

(P- 437 -) brings tliis'artift from (the ruins of) Heliopolis in Egypij 
and chcmillry was indeed the peculiar fcience of the Egyptians.. 

'■ dinary 
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dinary compofition fliould ftifpedl his own ig- 
norance and that of his Byzantine guides, fo prone 
to the marvellous, fo carelefs, and, in this in- 
ftance, fo jealous of the truth. From their ob- 
fcure, and perhaps fallacious hints, it fhould 
feera that the principal ingredient of the Greek 
fire was the riaptha'^^ or liquid bitumen, a light, 
tenacious, and inflammable oil ' which fprings 
from the earth, and catches fire as foon as it comes 
in contad with the air. The naptha was mingled, 
I know not by what methods or in what propor- 
tions, with fulphur and with the pitch that is ex- 
traded from evergreen firs From this mixture, 

wliieh 



1 

CH A ] 
LII. 



** The nriptha. the oleum Incemiiarlum of thehiiioryof Jerufalem 
(Gcft. Dei per Francos, p. 1167.), the Oriental fouiilain of Janies 
<le Vitry ( 1 . iii. c. S4.) , is iiitroihiced on flight evidence and flrong pro- 
liability. Cinnamus ( 1 . vi. p. 165.) calls theGreek fire ttu/j MrcTiicov ; 
and the naptha is known to abounil between th.e Tigris and the 
C’afpian Sta. According to Pliny (Hill. Natur. ii. 109.), it was 
I'ubiervient to the revenge of Medea, and in eith.er etymology the 
tXxiij',) MrJice?, or (Procop. de Bell. Gothic. 1 . iv. c. 1 1.), 

may fairly llgnify this liquid bitumen. 

’’ On the dift’erent foils of oils'and bitumens, fee Dr. Watfen’s 
(the picfent bifiiop of Llandaft' s) Chemical ElTay;-, voi. iii. efliiy i. 
a clalfic book, the belt adapted to Infufe the taftc and knowledge 
chcmiftiy. The lefs perfecl ideas of the ancients may be found in 
Strabo (Gcograph. 1 . xvi. p. 1078.) and Pliny (Hilt. Natur. iu 
108, 109.). Huic (Naptha) magna cognatio eit ignium, tran- 
filiuntque protinus in cam undccunque viliiin. Of our travellers I am 
belt pleafed with Otter (tom. i. p. 153. 158.). 

Anna Comnena has partly drawn afidiJ the curtai.i. 
An"o T»i7 TSettiif, xai Tivani -Teiirraiv astSaAtci' 

fl'uwJiyfTaj Suy.pvBi/ XKxvfov. Thto [xsto. 9 r.n TpijSo^uEvcv 
r/*j 3 «AA£T«i fif auXitrxa; xai fjt*?>u(rarce( Trxpx rx 

TTai^ovTo; Aaj 3 pw xsti (Ter£^£» rrstijUaTi (Alcjt'ad, 1 . xiii. p. 
3S3.). Eifev.'hcre ( 1 . xi. p. 336. J fire mentions tlie propetty of. 

, hm rung. 
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^ Lit produced a thick fmoke and a loud explofiofl, 

t — proceeded a fierce and obllinate flame, which not 
only rofe in perpendicular afcent, but likewife 
burnt with equal vehemence in defcent or lateral 
progrefs ; infiead of being extinguiflied, it was 
nouriflied and quickened, by the element of 
water; and fand, urine, or vinegar, were the 
only remedies that could damp the fury of this 
powerful agent, which was j'uftly denominated by 
the Greeks, the liquid, or the maritime, fire. 
For the annoyance of the enemy, it was employed 
with equal effeft, by fea and land, in battles or in 
fieges. It was either poured from the rampart 
in large boilers, or launched in red-hot balls of 
(lone and iron, or darted in arrows and javelins, 
fwifted round with flax and tow, which had 
deeply imbibed the inflammable oil : fometimes 
it was depofited in fire-fhips, the vidims and 
inllruments of a more ample revenge, and was 
mod commonly blown through long tubes of 
copper, which were planted on the prow of' a 
galley, and fancifully fhaped into the mouths of 
favase monflers, that feemed to vomit a dream of 
liquid and confuming fire. This important art 
was preferved af Condantinople, as the palladium 
of the date : the gallies and artillery might oc- 
cafionally be lent to the allies of Rome ; but the 
, compofition of the Greek fire was concealed with- 

, burning, xara to irpotixs xat ip* ixartpx. Leo, in the xlx'^ 

chapter of bU Taflic* (Opera Meurlli, tom. vi. p, 843. edit. Lami, 
Florent. i 7 + 5 )» fpeaks of tlie new invention of Trap fAnot fipoiirns 
»xi KXTtyie. Thefc are genuine and Imperial telliuionles. 

the 
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the moft jealous fcruple, and the terror of, the C h a.p 
enemies was encreafed and prolonged by their ■_ , 

ignorance and furprife. In the treatife' of the ad- '*"■ ' 

miniflration of* the empire, the royal author^' 
fuggefts the anfwers and excufes that might bell 
elude the indifcreet curiofity and importunate 
demands of the Barbarians. . They fhould be 
told that the myftery of the Greek fire had been 
revealed by an angel to the firft and greatefi; of the 
Conftantincs, with a facred injundtion, that this 
gift of heaven, this peculiar blefling of the Ro- 
mans, Ihould never be communicated to any 
foreign nation : that the prince and fubjedt were 
alike bound to religious filence under the tem- 
poral and fpiritual penalties of treafon and facri- 
lege; and that the impious attempt would provoke 
the fudden and fupernatural vengeance of the God of 
the Chriftians. By thefe precautions, the fecret was 
confined, above four hundred years, to the Ro- 
mans of the Eaft ; and, at the end of the eleventh 
century, the Pifans, to whom every fea and every 
art were familiar, fuffered the effedls, without 
underftanding the compofition, of the Greek fire. 

It was at length either difcovered or ftolen by the 
Mahometans ; and, in the holy wars of Syria and 
Egypt, they retorted an invention, contrived 
againft themfelves, on the heads of the Chriftians. 

A knight, who defpifed the fwords and lances of 
the Saracens, relates, with heartfelt fincerity, 
his own fears, and thofe of his companions, at 
the fight and found of the mifchievous engine 
that difcharged a torrent of the Greek fire, the 

Conftantin. Porphyrogenit. de Adm'miftral. c.'xiii.' 

p. fi+i 65. 

VoL.' X. C feu 
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c HA P. Qregeois, as it is ftyled by the more early of 
the French writers. It came flying through the 
air, fays Joinville **, like a winged long-tailed 
dragon, about the thicknefs of an hogfliead, with 
the report of thunder and the velocity of 
lightning ; and the darknefs of the night was dif- 
pelled by this deadly illumination. The ufe of 
the Greek, or, as it might now be called, of the 
Saracen, fire, was continued to the middle of the 
fourteenth century *3, when the fcientific or cafual 
compound of nitre, fulphur, and charcoal, effefted 
a new revolution in the art of war and the hiftory 
of mankind 

Invafionof Conftantinople and the Greek fire might ex- 

Ui? Arabs, clude the Arabs from the caller n entrance of 

A.D. 7j j. 



** Hiftoire dc St. Louis, p, 39, Paris, 1668, p. 44. Paris, 
de rimprimerie Royale, 1761. The former of thefe editions is 
precious for the obfcrvations of Ducange ; the latter, for the pure 
and original text of Joinville. We mull have recourfe to that text to 
difcover, that the feu Gregeois was Ihot with a pile or javeline, from 
an engine tltat a£led like a lling. 

The vanity, or envy, of lhaking the eftabllHied property of 
Fame, has tempted fome moderns to carry gunpowder above the 
xiv'** (lee Sir William Temple, Dutens, &c.), and the Greek fire 
above the vii'** century (lee the Salufte du Prelident des BrofieS, tom. 
ii. p. 381.); But their evidence, which precedes the vulgar sera of 
the invention, is feldom clear or fatisfaftory, and fubfequent writers 
may be fufpefted of fraud or credulity. In the earlieft fieges, fome 
combullibles of oil and fulphur have been ufed, and the Greek 
fire has fome affinities with gunpowder both In nature and cffefls s 
for the antiquity of the firll, a paflage of Procopius (de Bell. Goth. 
1 . iv. c. II.) i for th.at of the fecond, fome fails in the Ar.abic 
' hiftory of Spain (A. D. 1149. 1311. 1331. Bibliot. Arab. Hilp. 
tom. ii. p. 6, 7, 8.), are the moll difficult to elude. 

That extraordinary man. Friar Bacon, reveals two of the in- 
gredients, faltpetre and fulphur, and conceals the tliird in a lenience 
of myfterious gibberilh, as if he dreaded the confequences of 
his own difeovery (Biographia Britannica, vol. i. p. 430. new 
edition). 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. tg 

Europe ; but in the Weft, on the fide of the ^ 
Pyrenees, the provinces of Gaul were threatened 
and invaded by the conquerors of Spain *5. The 
decline of the French monarchy invited the attack 
of thefe infatiate f^atics. The defendants of 
Clovis had loft the inheritance of his martial and 
ferocious fpirit j and their misfortune or demerit 
has affixed the epithet of lazy to the laft kings 
of the Merovingian race They afcended the 
throne without power, and funk into the grave 
without a name. A country palace, in the 
neighbourhood of Compiegne was allotted for 
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®s For the invafion of France, and the defeat of the Arabs by 
Charles Martel, fee the Hiftoria Arabum (c. ii, 12, 13, 14.) of* 
Roderic Xitnencs, archbilhop of Toledo, who had before him the 
Chriftian chronicle of Ifidore Pacenfn, and the Mahometan hiftor/ 
of Novairi. The Moflems are filent or concife in the account of 
their lolTes, but M. Cardonne (tom. !. p. 129, 130, 131.) has 
given a pure and Ample account of all that he could coUeft from Ibti 
Halikan, Hidiazi, and an anonymous writer. The texts of the 
chronicles of France, and lives of faints, are inferted in the col- 
lefUon of Bouquet (tom iii.) and the Annals of Pagp, who (tom. 
iii. under the proper years) has reftored the chronology, which is 
anticipated fix years in the Annals of Baronius. The Diflionary 
of Bayle (AbJerame and Muiuizm) has more merit for lively re* 
fle 61 ion than original refearch. 

Eginhart, de Vita Caroli Magni, c. ii. p. 13 — 18. edit. 
Schmink, Utrecht, lyit. Some modern critics accufe the minifter 
of Charlemagne of exaggerating the weaknefs of the Merovingians t 
but the general outline is juft, and the French reader will for ever 
repeat the beautiful lines of Boileau’s Lutrin. 

Mamaccee on the Oyfe, between Compiegne and Noyon, which 
Eginhart calls perparvi reditus villam (fee the notes, and the map 
of ancient France tor Dom. Bouquet’s Colleftion). Compendium, 
or Compiegne was a palace of more dignity (Hadrian Valefii Notilia 
Galliarum, p. is* 0 > laughing philofopher, the Abbe 

< 5 alliani (Dialogues fur le Commerce des Bleds), may truly 
affirm, that it was the refidence of the rols tres Chretiens et trea 
chevelus. 

C 3 their 
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their 'refulehee or prifon 5 but each year, in thfi 
month of March or May, they were conducted iix 
a waggon drawn by oxen to the aflembiy of the 
Franks, to give audience to foreign ambafladors^ 
and to ratify the acts of the mayor of the palace- 
That domeitic officer was become the minifter of 
the nation and the mafter of the prince. A pub- 
lic employment, was converted into the patrimony 
of a private fantily : the elder Pepin left a king of 
mature years under the guardianlhip of his own 
widow and her child ; and thefe feeble regents 
were forcibly difpoflelTed by the moft aflive of his 
baftards. A government, half favage and half 
corrupt, was almoft diffolved ; >and the tributary 
dukes, the provincial counts, and the territorial 
lords, were tempted to defpife the weaknefs of the 
monarch, and to imitate the ambition of the mayor. 
Among thefe independent chiefs, one of the boldeft 
and moft fuccefsful was Eudes, duke of Aquitain, 
who, in the fouthern provinces of Gaul, ufurped 
the authority and even the title of king. The 
Goths, the Gafeons, and the Franks, alfembled 
under the ftandard of this Chriftian hero : he 
repelled the firft invafion of the Saracens; and 
Zama, lieutenant of the caliph, loft his army and 
his life under the walls of Tholoufe. The am- 
bition of his fucceflbrs was ftimulated by revenge ; 
.they repaired the Pyrenees with the means and the 
refolution of conqueft. The advantageous . litu- 
ation which had recommended Narbonne as the 



firll 



Even before that colony, A. U. C. 630. (V’eHeius Patcrcul. 
i. »s 0 > of Poljbiui (Plitfi 1 . iii. j). 165. edit. CTroiiov.), 

. N.U'boniie 
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Roman colony, was again chofen by the c^hap. 
Moflems: they claimed the province of Septe- 
mania or Languedoc as a juft dependence of the 
Spanilh monarchy : the vineyards of Gafeony 
and the city of Bourdeaux were poflefled by the 
, fovereign of Damafeus and Samarcand ; and the 
fouth of France, from the mouth of the GaroRne 
to that of the Rhone, aifumed the manners and 
religion of Arabia. 

But thefe narrow limits were fcorned by the 
fpirit of Abdalrahman, or Abderame, who had 
been reftored by. the caliph Hafliem to the wilhes AMeramr, 
of the foldiers and people of Spain. That veteran 
and daring commander adjudged to the obedience 
of the prophet whatever yet remained of France 
or of Europe ; and prepared to execute the 
fentence, at the head of a formidable hoft, in the 
full confidence of furmounting all oppofition either 
of nature or of man. Ills firft care was to fup- 
prefs a domeflic rebel, who commanded the moft 
important partes of the Pyrenees : Munuza, a 
Mooriih chief, had accepted the alliance of the 
duke of Aqultain ; and Eudes, from a motive of 
private or public intereft, devoted his beauteous 
daughter to tiie embraces of the African milbc- 
Jiever. But the ftrongeft fortrefl'es of Cerdagne 
were inverted by a fuperior force ; the rebel was 
overtaken and flaiu in the mountains; and his 
widow was font a captive to Damafeus, to gratify 
the defires, or more probably the vanity, of the 



Narl>onne was a Celtic town of the firft eminence, and one of the 
moft northern places of the known world (d'Anville, Notice dc 
I'Ancicnne Gaule, p. 473.). 

C 3 commander 
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commander of the faithful. From ^ the Pyretieesi 
Abderame proceeded without delay to the paffage 
of the Rhone and the fiege of Arles. An army 
of Chrillians attempted the relief of the city : the 
tombs of their leaders were yet vifible in the 
thirteenth century ; and many thoufands of their 
dead bodies were carried down the rapid ftream 
into the Mediterranean fea. The arms of Ab- 
derame were not lefs fuccefsful on the fide of the 
ocean. He pafied without oppofition the Garonne 
and Dordogne, which unite their waters in the 
gulf of Bourdeaux ; but he found, beyond thofe 
rivers, the camp of the intrepid Eudes, who had 
formed a fecond army, and fuftained a fecond 
defeat, fo fatal to the Chrillians, that, according 
to their fad confelfion, God alone could reckon 
the number of the flain. The viftorious Saracen 
overran the provinces of Aquitain, whofe Gallic 
names are difguifed, rather than loll, in the 
modern appellations of Perigord, Saintogne, and 
Poitou : his llandards were planted on the walls, 
or at leall before the gates, of Tours and of 
Sens; and his detachments overfpread the king- 
dom of Burgundy as far as the well-known cities of 
Lyons and Befangon. The memory of thefe 
devallations, for Abderame did not fpare the 
country or the people, was long preferved by tra- 
dition ; and the invafion of France by the Moors 
or Mahometans, affords the ground-work of thofe 
fables, which have been fo wildly disfigured in 
the romances of chivalry, and fo elegantly adorned 
by the Italian mufe. In the decline of fociety and 
art, the defertcd cities could fupply a flender 
- booty 
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booty to the Saracens; their richeft fpoil was 
found in the churches and monafteries, which they 
flripped of their ornaments and delivered to the 
flames : and the tutelar faints, both Hilary of Poi- 
tiers and Martin of Tours, forgot their miraculous 
powers in the defence of their own fepulchres 
A viftorious line of march had been prolonged 
above a thoufand miles from the rock of Gibraltar 
to the banks of the Loire ; the repetition of an 
equal fpace would have carried the Saracens to 
the confines of Poland and the Highlands of Scot- 
land : the Rhine is not more impalTable than the 
Nile or Euphrates, and the Arabian fleet might 
have failed without a naval combat into the mouth 
of the Thames. Perhaps the interpretation of the 
Koran would now be taught in the fchools of 
Oxford, and her pulpits might demonftrate to a 
circumcifed people the fandtity and truth of the 
revelation of Mahomet 
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From fuch calamities was ChriHendom delivered Defeat of 
by the genius and fortune of one man. Charles, ' 

, Charles 

With regard to the fanfluary of St. Martin of Tours, Roderie Mai tel, 
jCimenes accufes the Saracens of the deed. Turonis civitatein, ec- 73*- 

cleliam et palatia vaftatione et incendio fimili diriiit et confimipfit. 

The continuator of Fredegarius imputes to them no more than the 
intention. Ad domum beatiflimi Jvlartini cvertendain deftinant. At 
Carolus, &c. The French annalift was more jealous of the honoui- 
of the faint. 

3° Yet I fincerely doubt whether the Oxford mofeh would have 
produced a volume of controverfy fo elegant and ingenious as the 
fermons lately preached by Mr. White, the Arabic profeffor, at 
Mr. Bampton’s lefture. His obfervations on the charafter and rc. 
ligion of Mahomet, are always acbpted to his argument, and general- v 

ly founded in truth and reafon. He fuflains the part of a lively and 
eloquent advocate j and fometimes rifes to the merit of an hiftorian 
and philofopher, 

C 4 the 
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^ Li^ illegitimate fon of the elder Pepin, was content - ' 

with the titles of mayor or duke of the Franks, 
but he deferved to become the father of a line of 
kings. In a laborious adminiftration of twenty- 
four years, he reftored and fupported the dignity 
of the throne, and the rebels of Germany and 
Gaul were fucceflively crufhed by the aftivity of a 
warrior, who, in the fame campaign, could dis- 
play his banner on the Elbe, the Rhone, and the 
Ihores of the ocean. In the public danger, he 
was fummoned by the voice of his country j and 
his rival, the duke of Aquitain, was reduced to 
appear among the fugitives and fuppliants. 

“ Alas !” exclaimed the Franks, “ what a mif- 
“ fortune ! what an indignity ! We have long 
“ heard of the name and conquefts of the Arabs : 

“ we were apprehenfive of their attack from the 
“ Eaft ; they have now conquered Spain, and 
“ invade our country on the fide of the Weft, 

“ Yet their numbers, and (fince they have no 
“ buckler) their arms, are inferior to our own.*^ • 
“ If you follow my advice,” replied the prudent 
mayor of the palace, “ you will not interrupt 
“ their march, nor precipitate your attack. They 
are like a torrent, which it is dangerous to ftem 
“ in its career. The thirft of riches, and the 
“ eonfcioufnefs of fuccefs, redouble their valour, 

“ and valour is of more avail than arms or num-* 

“ bers. Be patient till they have loaded them- 
“ felves with the incumbrance of wealth. The 
“ pofTefiion of wealth will divide their counfcls 
“ and aiTure your victory.” This fubtle policy 
is perhaps a refinement of the Arabian v^Titers ; 

and 
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and the fituation of Charles will fugged a more c ha p. 
narrow and felfifh motive of procraftination ; the vi — ^ — » 
fecret defire of humbling the pride, and wafting 
the provinces, of the rebel duke of Aquitaln. It 
is yet more probable, that the delays of Charles 
w'ere inevitable and reluctant. A Handing army 
was unknown under the firfl and fecond race: 
more than half the kingdom was now in the hands 
of the Saracens : according to their refpcdtive 
fituation, the Franks of Neuflria and Auflrafia 
were tooconfcious or too carelefs of the impending 
danger ; and the voluntary aids of the Gepidae 
and Germans were feparated by a long interval 
from the ftandard of the Chriflian general. No 
fooner had he colletbed his forces, than he fought 
and found the enemy in the centre of France, 
between Tours and Poitiers. His well-condufted 
march was covered by a range of hills, and Ab- 
derame appears to have been furprifed by his 
unexpected prefence. The nations of Afia, Africa, 
and Europe, advanced with equal ardour to an 
encounter which would change the hiflory of the 
world. In the fix firft days of defultory combat, 
the horfemen and archers of the Eafl maintained 
their advantage : but in the clofer onfet of the 
feventh day, the Orientals were oppreffed by the 
ftrength and ftature of the Germans, who, with 
flout hearts and iro/i hands 5*, aflerted the civil 
jind religious freedom of their pofterity. The 

3 ' Gens Auftrlse memhronim pre-eminentia valiila, et gens Ger- 
mana conic et corpore pitcUantilfinia, qiiali in iitu occuli nianu 
tcirca et pc^tore ' arduo Aiabcs extinxerunt (RoJciic. Toittan. 
f. xh.). 

epithet 
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epithet of Martel^ the Hammer^ which has bceti 
added to the name of Charles, is expreflive of his 
weighty and irrefiftible ftrokes : the valour of 
Eudes was excited by refentment and emulation ; 
and their companions, in the eye of hiftory, arc 
the true Peers and Paladins of French chivalry. 
After *a bloody field, in which Abderame was 
flain, the Saracens, in the clofe of the evening, 
retired to their camp. In the diforder and defpair, 
of the night, the various tribes of Yemen and 
Damafcus, of Africa and Spain, were provoked to 
turn their arms againfl; each other : the remains of 
their hoft were fuddenly dilTolved, and each emir 
confulted his fafety . by an hafty and feparate re- 
treat. At the dawn of day, the ftillnefs of an 
hoftile camp was fufpefted by the victorious 
Chriftians : on the report of their fpies, they 

ventured to explore the riches of the vacant tents ; 
but, if we except fome celebrated relics, a fmall 
portion of the fpoil was reftored to the innocent 
and lawful owners. The joyful tidings were foon 
diiTufed over the Catholic world, and the monks 
of Italy could affirm and believe that three hundred 
and fifty, or three hundred and feventy-five 
thoufand of the Mahometans had been cruffied by 
the hammer of Charles ; while no more than 

fifteen 

I 

Thcfc mimbcrs are (lst:d by Patil Warnefri;!, the deacon of 
Aquikia (Je Gtftis Langobard. 1 . vi. p. 911. edit. Grot.), and 
Anadafuis, the librarian of the Roman church (in Vit. Gregorii 
II.), who tells a miraculous ftory of three confecrated fpunges, 
■which rendered invulnerable tl-.c French foldicrs among whom they 
bad b’.Tn Ihared. It (hould feem, that in his letters to the pope, 
Eudes ulurped the honour of the viclory, for which he is chaftifed by 

the 
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fifteen hundred Chriftians were flain in the field of ^ ha p. 
Tours. But this incredible tale is fufficiently dlf. 1 ' 1 

proved by the caution of the French general, who 
apprehended the fnares and accidents of a purfuit, 
and difmiffed his German allies to their native ' 
forefts. The inaftivity of a conqueror betrays the 
lofs of ftrength and blood, and the mofi; cruel 
execution is inflided, not in the ranks of battle, 
but on the backs of a flying enemy. Yet the They re. 
victory of the Franks was complete and final ; 

Aquitain was recovered by the arms of Eudes ; Frants, 
the Arabs never refumed the conquefl of Gaul, 
and they were foon driven beyond the Pyrenees by 
Charles Martel and his valiant race 53. It might 
have been expeded that the faviour of Chrilten- 
dom would have been canonized, or at leaft ap- ' 

plauded, by the gratitude of the clergy, who are 
indebted to his fword for their prefent exiftence. 

But in the public diftrefs, the mayor of the palace 
had been compelled to apply the riches, or at leaft 
the revenues, of the bifliops and abbots, to the 
relief of the ftate and the reward of the foldiers. 

His merits were forgotten, his facrilege alone was 
remembered, and, in an epiftle to a C'arlovingian 
prince, a Gallic fynod prefumes to declare that his 
anceftor was damned j that on the opening of his 



the French annalifts, who, with equal falfehood, accufc him cf in* 
viting the Saraeens. 

33 Narbonne, and the reft of Septimania, was recovered by Pepin, 
the fon of Charles Martel, A- D- 7S5 (Pagi, Critica, tom. iii. 
{>. 300.). Thirty-feven years afterwards it was pillaged by a fudden 
inroad of the Arabs, who employed tire captives in the conllruclion 
cf the mofeh of Cordova (de Guignes, Hift. dcs Huns, tom. i. 
P- 354 ). , 

tomb, 
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tomb, the fpeftators were affrighted by a fmcll of 
fire and the afpeft of an horrid dragon ; and that 
a faint of the times was indulged with a pleafant 
vifion of the foul and body* of Charles Martel, 
burning, to all eternity, in the abyfs of 
hell 54. 

The lofs of an army, or a province, in the 
Weftern world, was lefs painful to the court of 
Damafcus, than the rife and progrefs of a do- 
meftic competitor. Except among the Syrians, 
the caliphs of the houfe of Ommiyah had never 
been the objects of the public favour. The life 
of Mahomet recorded their perfeverance in 
idolatry and rebellion ; their converfion had been 
reluctant, their elevation irregular and fadlious, 
and their throne was cemented with the moft holy 
and noble blood of Arabia, The boll of their 
race, the pious Omar, was diflatisfied with his 
own title : their perfonal virtues were infufScient 
tojuftify a departure from the order of fucceflion; 
and the eyes and wifhes of the faithful were 
turned towards the line of Hafhem and the kindred 
of the apoftle of God. Of thefe the Fatimites 
were either ralh or pufillanimous ; but the de- 
fcendants of Abbas cherilhed, with courage and 
difcretion, the hopes of their rifing fortunes. 
From an obfcure refidence in Syria, they fecretly 

i 

54 This paftoral letter, addrclTed to Lewis the Germanic, the 
grandibn of Charlemagne, and moft probably eoinpofed by the pen 
of the artful Hincmtr, is dated in the year 858, and figned by the 
bilhops of the provinces of Rheims and Rouen (Baronius, Annal. 
Ecclef. A. D. 741. Fleury, Hift. Ecclef. tom. x. p. 5*4 — 5*6.^, 
Yet Baronius hlmfclf, and the French critics, rejail with contempt 
this epifcopal fiftion. 

difpatchei 
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flifpatched their agents and miflionarles, who ^ H^A i>- 
preached in the Eaftern provinces their hereditary v ^ . j 
indefeafible right ; and Moha.mmed, the fon of 
Ali, the fon of Abdallah, the fon of Abbas, the 
uncle of the prophet, gave audience to the de* 
puties of Chorafan, and accepted their free gift of 
four hundred thoufand pieces of gold. After the 
death of Mohammed, the oath of allegiance was 
adminiftered in the name of his fon Ibrahim to a 
numerous band of votaries, who expected only a 
fignal and a leader ; and the governor of Chorafan 
continued to deplore his fruitlefs admonitions and 
the deadly flumber of the caliphs of Damafcus, 
tiU he himfelf with all his adherents W'as driven 
from the city and palace of Meru, by the rebellious 
arms of Abu Moflem That maker of kings, 
the author, as he is named, of the call of the 
Abbaffides, was at length rewarded for his pre- 
fumption of merit with the ufual gratitude of 
courts. A mean, perhaps a foreign, extraftion 
could not reprefs the afpiring energy of Abu 
Moflem. Jealous of his wives, liberal of his 
wealth, prodigal of his own blood and of that of 
others, he could boaft with pleafure, and poflibly 
with truth, that he had deftroyed fix hundred 
thoufand of his enemies ; and fuch was the in- > 
trepid gravity of his mind and countenance, that 
he was never feen to fmile except on a day of 

35 The fteed and the faddle which had carried any of his wives, 

■were inftantly killed or burnt, left they (hould be afterwards mounted 
by a male. Twelve hundred mules or camels were required for his 
Jcitcben furniture ; and the daily confumption amounted to three 
thoufand cakes, an hundred (heep, befidet oxen, poultry, &c. 
<(Abulpharagius, Hift. Dyuaft. p. 140.) 

V - battle. 
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Lit ^ In the vifible reparation of parties thfi 

t ‘ green was confecrated to the Fatimites ; the Om- 
miades were dillinguifhed by the white ; and the 
black, as the moft adverfe, was naturally adopted 
by the Abbaffides. Their turbans and garments 
were ftained with that gloomy colour : two black 
ftandards, on pike-ftaves nine cubits long, were 
borne aloft in the van of Abu Moflem ; and their 
allegorical names of the night and the Jhadow 
obfeurely reprefented the indiflbluble union and 
perpetual fucceffion of the line of Hafhem. From 
the Indus to the Euphrates the Eaft was convulfed 
by the quarrel of the white and the black faftions : 
the Abbaffides were moft frequently viftorious ; 
but their public fuccefs was clouded by the per- 
■ , , fonal misfortune of their chief. The court of 

Damafeus, awakening from a long flumber, re- 
folved to prevent the pilgrimage of Mecca, which 
Ibrahim had undertaken with a fplendid retinue, 
to recommend himfelf at once to the favour of the 
prophet and of the people. A detachment of 
cavalry intercepted his march and arrefted his per- 
fon ; and the unhappy Ibrahim, fnatched away 
from the promife of untafted royalty, expired in 
iron fetters in the dungeons of Haran, His two 
younger brothers, Saffah and Almanfor, eluded 
the fearch of the tyrant, and lay concealed at 
•Cufa, till the zeal of the people and the approach 
of his caftern friends allowed them to expofe their 
perfons to the impatient public. On Friday, in' 
the drefs of a caliph, in the colours of the feft, 
Saffah proceeded with religious and military pomp 
to the mofeh ; afeonding tlie pulpit, he prayed 

and 
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Cmd preached as the lawful fucceflbr of Mahomet ; ^ 
and, after his departure, his kinfmen bound a 
willing people by an oath of fidelity. But it was 
on the banks of the Zab, and not in the mofch of 
Cufa, that this important controverfy was de- 
termined. Every advantage appeared to be on the 
fide of the white faction : the authority of ella- 
blifhed government ; an army of an hundred and 
twenty thoufand foldiers, againft a fixth part of 
that number ; and the prefence and merit of the 
caliph Mervan, the fourteenth and laft of the 
houfe of Ommiyah, Before his acceflion to the 
throne, he had deferved, by his Georgian war- 
fare, the honourable epithet of the afs of Mefo- 
potamia ; and he might have been ranked among 
the greatefl; princes, had not, fays Abulfeda, the 
eternal order decreed that moment for the ruin of 
his family ; a decree againft which all human 
prudence and fortitude muft ftruggle in vain. The 
orders of Mervan were miftaken or difobeyed : the 
return of his horfe, from which he had.difinounted 
on a necefiary occafion, impreficd the belief of 
his death j and the enthufiafin of the black 
fquadrons was ably conducted by Abdallah, the 
uncle of his competitor. After an irretrievable 
defeat, the caliph efcaped to Moful ; but the 
colours of the Abbaflides were difplayed from the 



31 






Al Hemar. He had been governor of Mefopotamla, and the 
Arabic proverb praifes the courage of that warlike breed of afles who 
never fly from an enemy. The furname of Mervan may juitity the 
companion of Homer (Iliad A SS 7 > &c.)» andbothwill filence the 
moderns, who conllder the afs as a ftupid and ignoble emblem (d’Her- 
belet, Bibliot, Orient, p. 55S.). . . 
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rampart ; he fudilenly repalTed the Tigris, cafi: a 
melancholy look on his palace of Haran, croffed 
the Euphrates, abandoned the fortifications of 
Damafcus, .and, without halting in Paleftine, 
pitched his lafl; and fatal camp at Bufir on the 
banks of the Nile ^7. His fpeed was urged by the 
the incefiant diligence of Abdallah, who in every 
ftep of the purfuit acquired ftrength and reputa- 
tion : the remains of the white fadion were 
finally vanquilhed in Egypt ; and the lance, 
which terminated the life and anxiety of Mervan, 
was not lefs welcome perhaps to the unfortunate 
than to the vidorious chief. The mercilefs In- 
quifition of the conqueror eradicated the moft 
diftant branches of the h'oftile race : their bones 
were fcattered, their memory was accurfed, and 
the martyrdom of Holfein was abundantly re- 
venged on the poflerity of his tyrants. Fourfeore 
of the Ommiades, who had yielded to the faith 

37 Four feveral places, all in Fgj'pt, bore tlie name of Buiir, or 
Eufiris, fo famous in Greek fable. The firit whereMen'an was flsin, 
was to the weft of thcb}ile, in the province ofFiuin, or Ariinoe ; the 
fecond in the Delta, in the Sebennytic nome ; the third, near the 
pyramids ; the fourth, which was deftroyed by DioclcCan (fee 
above, vol. i. p. 439.), in the Thebais. I (ball here tranl'cribe a 
note of the learned and orthodox Michaelis : Vidciuur in pluribus 
.iEgypti fuperioris urbibus Bufiri Coptoque arma fumpliffe Chrif- 
tiani, libertatemque de religione feutiendi dcfendilfe, led fuccubuifl'e 
quo in bello Coptus et Buliris dhuta, ct circa Efnam magna ftrages 
edita. Bellum nariant fed caufam belli ignorant feriptores Byzan- 
tini, alioqui Coptum et Bufirim non febellalTe difturi, fed caullam 
Chriftianorum fufeepturi (Not. 211. p. 100.). For the geography 
of the four Bufirs, fee Abulfeda (Defeript. Aigypt. p. 9. verf. 
Michaelis. Gottingae, 1776, in 4'°.), Michaelis (Not. 122 — 127. 
p. 5S---63.), and d'Auvillc (Mcmoiie fur I’Egypte, p. 85. 147. 
205.). 

or 
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Of clemency of their foes, were invited to a ban- ^ P. 
quet at Damafcus. The laws of hofpitality were i * j . 
violated by a promifcuous maflacre: the bpard 
was fpread over their fallen bodies ; and the fes- 
tivity of the guefts was enlivened by the mufic of 
their dying groans. By the event of the civil 
war the dynafty of the Abbaflides was firmly efta- 
blilhed ; but the Chriftians only could triumph in 
the mutual hatred and common lofs of the difci- 
ples of Mahomet ^ 8 . 

Yet the thoufands who were fwept away by the . RcToltof 
fword of war might have been fpeedily retrieved 
in the fuccceding generation, if the confe- 75s* 
quences of the revolution had not tended to dif- 
folve the power and unity of the empire of the 
Saracens. In the profcription of the Ommiades, 
a royal youth of the name of Abdalrahman alone 
efcaped the rage of his enemies, who hunted the 
wandering exile from the Banks of the Euphrates 
to the vallies of mount Atlas. His prefence in 
the neighbourhood of Spain revived the zeal of 
the white faction. The name and caufe of the 
Abbaflides had been firft vindicated by the Per- 
fians : the Weft had been pure from civil arms ; 
and the Servants of the abdicated family ftill held, 
by a precarious tenure, the inheritance of their 

. ,58 See Abulfcda (Annal. Moflem. p. 136 — 145. )> Eutycliius 
(Annal. tom. ii. p. 391. vtrf. Pocock), Elmacin (Hift. Saracen, p. 

109—121.), Abulpharagius (Hilt. Dynaft. p. 134.— 14.0.), Kode- 
ric of Toledo (Hift. Arabum, c. 18. p. 33-), Thcopliancs (Chro- 
nograph. p. 356, 357. who fpcaks of the Abbaflides under the names 
of Xuj>ac<rixHT»i and Mocupo^opoi), and the Hibliotheque of d'Her« 
belot, in the articles of Ommiades, Abaffida, Meeriian,. Ibrabimy 
Saffah, Abou Mojlem, , . 

‘ VoL. X. D lands 
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lands and the offices of government. Strongly 
prompted by gratitude, indignation, and fear, they 
invited the grandfon of the caliph Haffiem to 
afcend the throne of his anceftorsj and, in his de- 
fperate condition, the extremes of raffinefs and 
prudence were almoft the fame. The acclama- 
tions of the people faluted his landing on the coafl: 
of Andalufia; and, after a fuccefsful ftruggle, 
Abdalrahman eftabliffied the throne of Cordova, 
and was the father of the Ommiades of Spain, 
who rfeigned above two hundred and fifty years 
from the Atlantic to the Pyrenees He flew in 
battle a lieutenant of the Abbaffides, who had in- 
vaded his dominions with a fleet and army : the 
head of Ala, in fait and camphire, was fufpended - 
by a daring melTenger before the palace of Mecca; 
and the caliph Almanfor rejoiced in his fafety, 
that he was removed by feas and lands from fuch 
a formidable adverfary. Their mutual defigns or 
declarations of offenfive war evaporated without 
effeft; but inftead of opening a door to the con- 
quefli of Europe, Spain was diflevered from the • 
trunk of the monarchy/ engaged in perpetual hof- 
tility with the Eaft, and inclined to peace and 
friendffiip with the Chriflian fovereigns of Con- 
ftantinople and France. The example of the Om- 
miades was imitated by the real or fiftitioiis pro- 
geny of Ali, the Edriffites of Mauritania, and the 
more powerful Fatimites of Africa and Egypt. In 

39 For the revolution of Spain, confult Roderic of Toledo (c. xvlii*. 
p.’ 34, &c.), the Bibliotheca Arabico-Hifpana (tom. ii. p. 30. 198.), 
and Cardonne (Hill, de 1 ’ Afrique et de 1 ’ Efpagne, tom. i. p. 180— 
*97? 405. *72. 323, &rc.), 

the 
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the tenth century, the chair of Mahomet was dif- C ha p. 
puted by three caliphs or commanders of the «. ‘ ^ 

faithful, who reigned at Bagdad, Cairoan, and 
Cordova, excommunicated each other, and agreed 
only in a principle of difcord, that a feftary is 
more odious and criminal than an unbeliever 

Mecca was the patrimony of the line of Hafliem, MagnJfi. 
yet the Abbaflides were never tempted to refide thecaiiphs. 
either in the birth-place or the city of the prophet, 
Damafcus was difgraced by the choice, and pol- 
luted with the blood, of the Ommiades ; and after 
fome hefitation, Almanfor, the brother and fuc- 
ceflbr of Saffah, laid the foundations of Bagdad 
the Imperial feat of his pofterity during a reign 
of five hundred years The chofen fpot is on 
the eaftern bank of the Tigris about fifteen miles • ' 
above the ruins of Modain : the double wall was of a 

I fliall not ftop to refute the ftrange errors and fancies of Sir 
William Temple (his works, vol. iii. p. 371— J74. o£lavo edition) 
and Voltaire (Hiftoire Generale, c. xxviii. tom. if. p. 115. edi- 
tion de Laufanne), concerning the divifion of the Saracen empire. The 
mirtakcs of V'oltaiie proceeded from the want of knowledge or reflec- 
tion ; but Sir William was deceived by a Spanilh iinpoftor, who has 
framed an apocryphal hiftory of the conqueft of Spain by the Arabs. 

The geographer d'Anville ( 1 ’ Euphrate et le Tigre, p. izi— 

123.), and the Orientalift d’ Herbelot (Bibliotheque, p. 167, i6g.}, 
may luffice for the knowledge of Bagdad. Our travellers, Pietro 
della Valle (tom. i. p. 688 — 698.), Tavernier (tom. i. p. 230 — 238.), 

Thevenot (part ii. p. 209 — xi2.)» Otter (tom. i. p. 161— 168,), , 

and Niebuhr (Voyage cn Arable, tom. ii. p. 239 — *71.), have feea 
only its decay j and the Nubian geographer (p. 204.) and the tra- . 

Telling Jew, Benjamin of Tudela (Itineiarium, p. in— 123. a Conft. 

I’Empereur, apud Elzevir, 1633), arc the only writers of my ac- 
quaintance, who fa.ave known Bagdad under the reign of the Abbaf- 
iides. 

The foundations of Bagdad were laid A. H. 145, A. D. 762. 

Moftafem, the’laft of Abbaflidcs, was taken and put to death by the 
Tartars, A. H. 656, A. D. 123*. the 20th of February. 

D 2 circular 



Digitized by Coogle 




3<; THE DECLINE AND FALL 

C HA p. circular form ; and fuch was the rapid encreafc 
i- „ ' / of a capital, now dwindled to a provincial 

town, that the funeral of a popular faint might be 
attended by eight hundred thoufand men and fixty 
thoufand women of Bagdad and the adjacent vil- 
lages. In this city of peace amidft the riches 
of the Eaft, the Abbaffides foon difdained the 
abftinence and frugality of the firft caliphs, and 
, , afpired to emulate the magnificence of the Perfian 

kings. After his wars and buildings, Almanfor 
left behind him in gold and filver about thirty 
millions fterling ; and this treafure was ex- 
haufted in a few years by the vices or virtues of 
his children. His fon Mahadi, in a fingle pil- 
grimage to Mecca, expended fix millions of dinars 
of gold. A pious and charitable motive may fanc- 
tify the foundation of cifterns and caravanferas, 
which he diftributed along a meafured road of 
feven hundred miles ; but his train of camels, 
laden with fnow, could ferve only to aftonilh the 
natives of Arabia, and to refrefh the fruits and. 
liquors of the royal banquet The courtiers 

• ^3 Mejinat al Salem, Dar al Salem. Urbs pads, or as is more 
neatly compounded by the Byzantine writers, Eif tjroiroAi j (Ireno- 
polis). There is fome difpute concerning the etymology of Bagdad, 
but the firft lyllable is allowed to fignify a garden in thePerCan tongue ; 
the garden of Dad, a chriftian hermit, whofe cell had been the only 
habitation oi^ the fpot. 

** Reliquit in serario fexcenties millies mille ftateres, et quater et 
viciesmillicsmilleaureosaureos.Elmaciii, Hift. Saracen, p. 126 . 1 have 
reckoned the gold pieces at eight (hillings, and the proportion to the 
filver as twelve to one. But I will never anfwer for the numbers of 
Erpenivsj and the Latins are fcarccly above the favages In the lan- 
guage of arithmetic. ' 

I D’Herbelot, p. 530. Abulfeda, p. 154. Nivem Meccam ap- 
pprtavit, remibi aut nunquam aut rariftirae vifanj. 

■ would 
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would furely praife the liberality -of his grandfon ^ 
Almamon, who gave away four fifths of the in- >. ' ^ 

come of a provdnce, a fum of two millions four 
hundred thoufand gold dinars, before he drew his 
foot from the ftirrup. At the nuptials of the fame 
prince, a thoufand pearls of the largefl fize were 
Ihowered on the head of the bride and a lot- 
tery of lands and houfes difplayed the capricious 
bounty of fortune. The glories of the court were 
brightened rather than impaired in the decline of 
the empire ; and a Greek ambaflador might ad- 
mire or pity the magnificence of the feeble Moc- . 
tader. “ The caliph’s whole army,” fays the 
hiftorian Abulfeda, “ both horfe and foot, was 
“ under arms, which together made a body of 
one hundred and fixty thoufand men. His 
“ ftate-officers, the favourite flaves, flood near 
him in fplendid apparel, their belts glittering 
“ with gold and gems. Near them were feven 
** thoufand eunuchs, four thoufand of them white, 

<< the remainder black. The porters or door- 
keepers were in number feven hundred. Barges 
“ and boats, with the mofl fuperb decorations, 
were feen fwimming upon the Tigris. Nor was 
“ the place itfelf lefs fplendid, in which were 
“ hung up thirty-eight thoufand pieces of tapeflry, 

“ twelve thoufand five hundred of which were of 

. .* 

Abulfeda, p. 184. 189. defcribes the fplendour and libei'ality of 
Almamon. Milton has alluded to this Oriental aillom •. 

— Or where the gorgeous Eaft, with richeft hand. 

Showers on her kings Barbaric pearls and gold. 

I have ufed the modern word lottery, to cxprefs the Mtffilia of the' 

Roman emperors, which entitled to fome prize the perfoji who caught 
tltem, as they were thrown among the crowd, 

D 3 « filk 
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filk embroidered ■with gold. The carpets ort 
the floor were twenty-two thoufand. An hun- 
dred lions were brought out, with a keeper to 
each lion'^^. Among the other fpeftacles of 
rare and llupendous luxury, was a tree of gold 
and filver fpreading into eighteen large branch- 
es, on which, and on the lefler boughs, '^fat a 
variety of birds made of the fame precious me- 
tals, as well as the leaves of the tree. While 
the machinery afiefted fpontaneous motions, 
the feveral birds warbled their natural harmony. 
Through this fcene of magnificence, the Greek 
ambafiador was led by the vifir to the foot of 
the caliph’s throne In the Weft, the Om- 
miades of Spain fupported, with equal pomp, the 
title of commander of the faithful. Three miles 
from Cordova, in honour of his favourite fultana, 
the third and greateft of the Abdalrahmans con- 
ftrufted the city, palace, and gardens of Zehra. 
Twenty-five years, and above three millions fter- 
ling, were employed by the founder : his liberal 
tafte invited the artifts of Conftantinople, thq 
moft fkilful fculptors and architefts of the age ; 
and the buildings were fuftained or adorned by 
twelve hundred columns of Spanilh and African, 
of Greek and Italian marble. The, hall of audience 

When Bell of Anfermony (Travels, vol. i. p. 99.) accompa- 
nied the Kuflian ambalTudur to tlie audience of the unfortunate Shah 
HulTein of Pci lia, two lions were introduced, to denote the power of 
the king over the fiercell animals. 

Abulfeda, p. 137. d'Hcrbelot, p. 590. This embafly was re- 
ceived at Bagdad A. H. 305, A. D. 917, In the paffage of Abulfixla, 
1 have ufed, with feme vai iations, the Englilh tranllation of tlic learned 
?nd amiable Mr. Harris of Saliibury (Philological Enquiries, *p. 
303 > 

was 
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was encruflied with gold and pearls, and a great A p. 
bafon in the centre, was furrounded with the cu- t i 
rious and coftly figures of birds and quadrupeds. - 
In a lofty pavilion of the gardens, one of thefe 
bafons and fountains, fo delightful in a fultry cli- 
mate, was replenilhed not with water, but with 
the purefl; quickfilver. The feraglio of Abdalrah- ' 
man, his wives, concubines, and black eunuchs, 
amounted to fix thoufand three hundred perfons ; 
and he was attended to the field by a guard of 
twelve thoufand horfe, whofe belts and fcymetars 
were fludded with gold 

In a private condition, our defires are perpe- its eonfe- 
tually reprefled by poverty and fubordination ; but pr^vatrand 
the lives and labours of millions are devoted to public 
the fervice of a defpotic prince, whofe laws are 
blindly obeyed, and whofe wifhes are inftantly 
gratified. Our imagination is dazzled by the 
fplendid pidure ; and whatever may be the cool 
diftates of reafon, there are few among us who 
would obftinately refufe a trial of the comforts 
and the cares of royalty. It may therefore be of 
fome ufe to borrow the experience of the fame 
Abdalrahman, whofe magnificence has perhaps 
excited our admiration and envy, and to tranfcribe 
an authentic memorial which was found in the 
clofet of the deceafed caliph. “ I have now 
“ reigned above fifty years in vidiory or peace ; 

“ beloved by my fubjefts, dreaded by my ene- 

^9 Canlonne, Hiftoire de I’Afrique ct de I’Efpagne, tom. i. p. 330— 

336. A juft idea of the tafte and architefluic of the Arabians of 
Spain, may be conceived from the defcription and plates of the Alhara- 
Wra of Grenada (Swinburne’s Travels, p. 171—188.), 
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^ Lir, ^ ** mies, and reTpeded by my allies. Riches and 
>- - / i “ honours, power and pleafure, have waited on 
** my call, nor does any earthly blelfing appear 
“ to have been wanting to my felicity. In this 
“ fituation, I have diligently numbered the days 
of pure and genuine happinefs which have fallen 
to my lot: they amount to Fourteen: — O 
“ man ! place not thy confidence in this prefent 
“ world 5°.” The luxury of the caliphs, fo ufe- 
lefs to their private happinefs, relaxed the nerves, 
and terminated the progrefs, of the Arabian em- 
pire. Temporal and fpiritual conqueft had been 
- ' the foie occupation of the firft fucceflbrs of Ma- 

homet j and after fupplying themfelves with the 
neceffaries of life, the whole revenue was fcrupu- 
loufly devoted to that falutary work. The Abbaf- 
fides were impoveriflied by the multitude of their 
wants and their contempt of oeconomy. Inftead 
of purfuing the great object of ambition, their 
■ieifure, their afledions, the powers of their mind, 
were diverted by pomp and pleafure : the rewards 
of valour were embezzled by women and eunuchs, 
and the rpyal camp was encumbered by the luxury 
of the palace. A fiinilar temper was diffufed 
anrong the fubje£ls of the caliph. Their ftern en^. 

Crjdorme, torn. i. p. 3*9, 330. This confcflion, the complainta 
of Solomon of the vanity of this world (read Prior’s verbofc butelo- 
«inent potin), aijd the happy ten days of the emperor Seghed (Rambler, 
204, 105.), will be triumphantly quoted by the detraflors of humai3 
. , life. Their expcflations are commonly immoderate, their eftimates 
are feldom impartial. If I may fpeak of myfelf (the only perfon of 
wlwm I can fpeak with certainty), my happy hours have far' exceeded, 
and far exceed, the fcanty numbers of the caliph of Spain ; and I fliall 
not Icruple to add, that many of tliem are due to the plcallng labour of 
Ae prefent coftipofition. ‘ - ‘ 

' ’ thufiafra 
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thufiafm was foftened by time and profperity: they 
fought riches in the occupations of induftry, fame 
in'the'purfuits of literature, and happinefs in the 
tranquillity of domeftic life. War was no longer 
•the paffion of the Saracens ; and the encreafe of 
pay, the repetition of donatives, were infulEcient 
to allure the pofterity of thofe voluntary chara.» 
pions who had crowded to the ftandard of Abu- 
beker and Omar for the hopes of fpoil and of 
paradife. 

Under the reign of the Ommiades, the ftudies 
of the Moflems were confined to the interpretation 
of the Koran, and the eloquence and poetry of 
their native tongue. A people continually expofed 
■ to the dangers of the field, muft efteem the heal- 
ing powers of medicine or rather of furgery : but 
the Itarving phyficians of Arabia murmured a 
complaint, that exercife and temperance deprived 
them of the greateft part of their practice s*. 
After their civil and domeftic wars, the fuhjedfs 
of the Abbaflides, awakening from this mental 
lethargy, found leifure and felt curiofity for the 
acquifition of profane fcience. Thi^ fpirit was 
firfl encouraged by the caliph Almanfor, who, 
befides his knowledge of the Mahometan law, had 
applied himfelf with fuccefs to the ftudy of aftro- 
nomy. But when the fceptre devolved to Alma- 
mon, the feventh of the Abbaflides, he completed 
the defigns of his grandfather, and invited the 

** The Gulift.in (p. 239.) relates the converfation of Mahomet and 
a phyfician (Epiftol. Renaudot. in Fabricius, Bibliot. Grace, tom. i. 
'p. 814I). The prophet himfelf was (killed in the art of medicine ; 
andGagnier (Vie de Mahomet, tom. iii. p. 394 — 405-) has given an 
fxtrafl of the aphorilint which sure.extant under his name. 

mufes 
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^ Li^ ancient feats. His ambaffador* 

_ > at Conftantinople, his agents in Armenia, Syria, 

and Egypt, colleQed the volumes of Grecian fci- 
ence : at his command they were tranilated by 
the moft fkilful interpreters into the Arabic lan- 
guage : his fubjefts were exhorted affiduoufly to 
perufe thcfe inftrudtive writings; and the fucceffor 
of Mahomet aflifted with pleafure and modefty at 
the alTemblies and difputations of the learned. 
“ He was not ignorant,” fays Abulpharagius, 
“ that they are the eleft of God, his beft and mofi: 
“ ufeful fervants, whofe lives are devoted to the 
improvement of their rational faculties. The 
mean ambition of the Chinefe or the Turks may 
giory in the induftry of their hands or the in- 
“ dulgence of their brutal appetites. Yet thefe 
dextrous artifts mud view, with hopelefs emu- 
“ lation, the hexagons and pyramids of the cells 
“ of a bee-hive : thefe fortitudinous heroes are 
“ awed by the fuperior fiercenefs of the lions and 
tygers ; and in their amorous enjoyments, they 
“ are much inferior to the vigour of the groffeft 
“ and moft fordid quadrupeds. The teachers of 
“ wifdom are the true luminaries and legiflators 
“ of a world, which, without their aid, would 



'■* See their curious arch!te6lure in Rtaumtu" (Hift. des Infeftes, tom. 
•V. MemoireAiii.)- Thefe hexagons are clofed by a pyramid j tht 
angles of the three fides of a hmilar pyramid, fuch as would accom- 
pltfli the given end with the fmalleft quantity poflible of materials, 
were determined by a mathematician, at 109 degrees minutes for 
the larger, 70 degrees 34 minutes for the final Icr. The aftual mea- 
fure is 109 degrees 28 minutes, 70 degrees 32 minutes. Yet this per- 
feff harmony raifes the work at the expence of the artift : the bees ara 
raafters of tranfeendant geometry, 
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aga^n fink in ignorance and barbarifm 53.” The 
zeal and curiofity of Almamon were imitated by 
fucceeding princes of the line of Abbas : their 
rivals, the Fatimites of Africa and the Ommiades 
lof Spain, were the patrons of the learned, as well 
hs the commanders of the faithful : the fame royal 
prerogative was claimed by their independent emirs 
of the provinces; and their emulation dift’ufed the 
tafte and the rewards of fcience from Samarcand 
and Bochara to Fez and Cordova. The vilir of 
a fultan confecrated a fum of two hundred thoufand 
pieces of gold to the foundation of a college at 
Bagdad, which he endowed with an annual reve- 
nue of fifteen thoufand dinars. The fruits of 
inftrucHon were communicated, perhaps at dif- 
ferent times, to fix thoufand difciples of every 
degree, from the fon of the noble to that of the 
mechanic! a fufficient allowance was provided for 
the indigent fcholars ; and the merit or induftry 
of the profelTors was repaid with adequate ftipends. 
In every city the produftions of Arabic literature 
were copied and collefted by the curiofity of the 
ftudious and the vanity of the rich. A private 
doftor refuted the invitation of the fultan of Bo- ' 
chaia, becaufe the carriage of his books would 
have required four hundred camels. The royal 
library of the Fatimites confifted of one hundred 
thoufand manufcripts, elegantly tranfcribed and 

53 Saed Ebn Ahmed, cadhi of Toledo, who died A. H. 461, 
A. D. 1069, has furniflied Ahulpharaglus (Dynalt. p. 160.) with 
this curious palTagc, as well as with the text of Pocock’s Specimen 
Hiltoriie Arabum. A number of literary anecdotes of philoibpheis, 
phyficians, &c. who have flourilhed under each caliph, form the prin- 
cipal merit' of the Dynallies of Abulpharagius, ' 

fplcndidly 
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fplendidly bound, which were lent, withoht jea-* 
loufy or avarice, to the ftudents of Cairo. Yet 
this collefliion mull appear moderate, if we can 
believe that the Ommiades of Spain had formed a 
library of fix hundred thoufand volumes, forty- 
four of which were employed in the mere cata- 
logue. Their capital, Cordova, with the adjacent 
towns of Malaga, Almeria, and Murcia, had 
given birth to more than three hundred writers, 
and above feventy public libraries were opened in 
the cities of the Andalufian kingdom. The age 
of Arabian learning continued about five hundred 
years, till the great eruption of the Moguls^ and 
was coasval with the darkeft and moft flothful 
period of European annals ; but fince the fun of 
fcience has arifen in the Weft, it Ihould feent 
that the Oriental ftudies have languifhed and 
declined 54. 

In the libraries of the Arabians, as in thofe of 
Europe, the far greater part of the innumerable 
volumes were poflefled only of local value or ima- 
ginary merit 55, The ftielves were crowded with 
orators and poets, whofe ftyle was adapted to the 
tafte and manners of their countrymen ; with ge- 
neral and partial hiftories, which each revolving 

5 ^ Thefc literary anecdotes are borrowed from the Bibliotheca Ara..u 
bico-Hilpana (tom. ii. p. 38. 71. 201, 202.), Leo Africanus (de 
Arab. Medicis et Philofophis, in Fabric. Bibliot. Gra;c. tom. xiIn 
p. 259 — 29S. pariicul.irly p. 274.), and Renaudot (Hift. Patriarch. 
Alex. p. 274i 175. 536, S37.)> bciides the chronological remarka of 
Abulpharagitis. 

5 5 The Arabic catalogue of the Ejcurlal will give a juft idea tlie 
proportion of the clafles. In the library of Cairo, the MSS. of aftro- 
nomy and medicine amounted to 6500, with two fair globes, the on« 
of brafs, the other of filver (Bibliot. Arab. Ilifp. tom. i. p. 4i7-). 

generation 
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generation fupplied with a new harveft of perfons ^ 
and events ; with codes and commentaries of jurif- v— 
prudence, which derived their authority from the 
law of the prophet j with the interpreters of the 
Koran, and orthodox tradition ; and with the whole 
theological tribcj polemics, myftics, fcholaftics, and 
moralifts, the firft or the laft of writers, according 
to the different eftimate of fceptics or believers. 

The works of fpeculation or fcience may be re- 
duced to the four claffes of philofophy, mathema- 
tics, aftronomy, and phyfic. The fages of Greece 
were tranflated and illuftrated in the Arabic lan- 
guage, and fome treatifes, now loft in the original, 
have been recovered in the verfions of the Eaft s'*, 
which poffeffed and ftudied the writings of Ariftotle 
and Plato, of Euclid and Apollonius, of Ptolemy, 
Hippocrates, and Galen Among the ideal 
fyftems, which have varied with the falhion of the 
times, the Arabians adopted the philofophy of the 



As for Inftance, the fifth, fixth, and feventh books (the eighth 
it ftill wanting) of the Conic Seftions of Apollonius Pcrgaeus, which 
were printed from the Florence MS. i66i (Fabric. Bibliot. Grsec. 
tom. ii. p. 559.). Yet the fifth book had been prtvioufly rcftored by 
the mathematical divination of Viviani (fee his doge in Fontcnelle, 
tom. V. p. »9, &c.). 

St The merit of thefe Arabic verfions is freely difculTed by Rciiait- 
dot (Fabric. Bibliot. Grace, tom. i. p. Sii — 8i6.), and pioufly de, . 
fended by Cafiri (Bibliot. Arab. Hifpana, tom. i. p. 23S. — 240.). 
Moft of the verfions of Plato, Ariftotle, Hippocrates, Galen, &c. are 
aferibed to Honain, a phyfician of the Neftorian feft, who fiouriftied at 
Bagdad in the court of the caliphs, and died A. D. 876. He was at 
the head of a fchool or manufafture of tranflations, and the works of 
his fons and difciples were publiftied under his name. See Abul. 
pharagius (Dynaft. p. 88. 115. 171— 174. and apud Afltman, Bibliot. 
Orient, tom. ii. p. 438.), d'Herlrclot (Bibliot. Orientale, p. 456.), 
Afltman (Bibliot. Orient, tom. iii. p. 164.), and Cafiri (Bibliot. Arab. 
Hifpana, tom. i. p. 238, See. ajt. 286—290. 302,, 304, Sec.). 

- .. .. Stagirite, 
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CHAP. Stagirite, alike intelligible or alike obfcure for the 
readers of every age. Plato wiqte for the Athe- 
nians, and his allegorical genius is too clpfely 
blended with the language and religion of Greece. 
After the fall of that religion, the Peripatetics, 
emerging from their obfcurity, prevailed in the 
controverfies of the Oriental fetls, and their foun- 
der was long afterwards reftored by the Mahomet- 
ans of Spain to the Latin fchools The phyfics, 
both of the Academy and the Lycasum, as they 
are built, not on obferv^ation, but on argument, 
have retarded the progrefs of real knowledge. The 
metaphyfics of infinite, or finite, fpirit, have too 
often been onlifted in the fervice of fuperftition. 
But the human faculties are fortified by the art 
and praftice of dialeftics ; the ten predicaments 
of Ariftotle collect and methodife our ideas and 
his fyllogifm is the keeneft weapon of difpute. It 
was dextroufly wielded in the fchools of the Sa- 
racens, but as it is more effectual for the detection 
of error than for the inveftigation of truth, it is 
not furprifing that new generations of mailers and 
difciples Ihould Hill revolve in the fame circle of 
logical argument. The mathematics are diflin- 
guilhed by a peculiar privilege, that, in the courfe 
of ages, they may always advance, and can never 
recede. But the ancient geometry, if I am not 
mifinformed, was refumed in the fame Hate by the 

■S* See Moflieim, Inftitut. Hift. Ecclef. p. 181. 214. 136. 257, 315. 
338. 396. 438, &c. 

S'* The moll elegant commentary on the Categories or Predica- 
ments of Ariftotle, may be found in the Pliilofophical Arrangemcnta 
of Mr. James Harris (London 1775, in o£lavo), who laboured to re- 
vive the ftudiea of Grecian literature and phllolbphy. 

Italians, 
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Italians of the fifteenth century; and whatever 
may be the origin of the name, the fcience of 
algebra is afcribed to the Grecian Diophantus 
by the modeft teftimony of the Arabs them- 
felves®°. They cultivated with more fuccefs 
the fublime fcience of aftronomy, which elevates 
the mind of man to difdain his diminutive planet 
and momentary exiftence. The coftly inftruments 
of obfervation were fupplied by the caliph Alma- 
mon, and the land of the Chaldasans ftill afforded 
the fame fpacious level, the fame unclouded hori- 
zon. In the plains of Sinaar, and a fecond time 
in thofe of Cufa, his mathematicians accurately 
meafured a degree of the great circle of the earth, 
and determined at twenty-four thoufand miles the 
entire circumference of our globe From the 
reign of the Abbaffides 'to that of the grand- 
children of Tamerlane, the ftars, without the aid 
of glaffes, were diligently obferved ; and the 
aftronomical tables of Bagdad, Spain, and Samar- 
cand**^, correct fome minute errors, without dar- 

Abulphai'agius, Dynaft. p. 8i. aiz. Bibliot. Arab. Hifp. 
tom. i. p. 370, 37T. In quern (fays the primate of the Jacobites) fi 
immiferit fe leflor, oceanum hoc in genere (algebra) Tlie 

time of Diophantus of Alexandria is unknown, but his fix Vjooks are 
ftill extant, and have been illuftrated by the Greek Planudes and th« 
Frenchman Meziriac (Fabric. Bibliot. Grate, tom. iv. p. 12 — 15.). 

Abulfeda (Annal. Mollem. p. aio, in. verf. Reilke) deferibes 
this operation according to Ibn Challecan, and the belt hiftorians. 
This degree moft accurately contains *oo,ooo royal or Halhemitc 
cubits, which Arabia had derivetl from the facred and legal praftice 
both of Paleftine and Egypt. This ancient cubit is repeated 4.00 
tunes in each bafis of the great pyramid, and feems to indicate tliepri-. 
mitive and univerfal meafurcs of the £aft. See the.Metrologie of the 
laborious M. Pauflon, p. loi — 195. 

** See the Aftronomical Tables of Ulugh Begh, with the preface of 
Dr. Hyde, iu the ill volume of his Syntagma Differtationum, Oxon, 
1767. 
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HA P. ing to renounce the hypothefis of Ptolemy, 

‘ i out advancing a ftep towards the difcovery of the, 
folar fyftem. In the eaftern courts, the truths of 
fcience could be recommended only by ignorance 
and folly, and the aftronomer would have been 
difregarded, had he not debafed his wifdom or 
honelly by the vain prediftions of aftroIogy^L, 
But in the fcience of medicine, the Arabians have 
been defervedly applauded. The names of Mefua. 
and Geber, of Razis and Avicenna, are ranked 
with the Grecian mailers ; in the city of Bagdad, 
eight hundred and fixty phyficians were licenfed 
to exercife their lucrative profelfion'^^ : in Spain, 
the life of the Catholic princes was entrufted to 
the Ikill of the Saracens and the fchool of Sa- 
lerno, their legitimate offspring, revived in Italy 
and Europe the precepts of the healing art®*^.^ The 
fuccefs of each profeffor mull have been influenced 
by perfonal and accidental caufes ; but we may^ 
form a lefs fanciful ellimate of their general know- 

\ 

*3 The truth of aftrology was allowed by Albumazar, and the b*ft 
of the Arabian aftronomci s, who drew their mod certain predi6lions,_ 
not from Venus and Mercury, but from Jupiter and the fUn (Abul- 
pharag. Dynaft. p. i6i — 163-)- F'®*' fcience of the 

Perfian aftronomers, fee Chardin (Voyages en Perfe, tom. iii. p. i6z— 
*03.). 

*■* Bibliot. Arabico-Hifpana, tom. i. p. 4.38. The original relates 
a pleafant tale, of an ignorant hut liarinlefs piaclllioiier. 

In the year 956, Sancho the fat, king of Leon, was cured by ther 
phyficiani of Cordova (Mariana, 1. viii. c. 7. tom. i. p. 318.). 

The fchool of Salerno, and the introduflion of the Arabian 
fciences into Italy, are difeufled with learning and judgment by Mu- 
ntori (Antiqtiitat. Italiae Medii j®vi, tom. iii. p. 931 — 9+0.) and- 
Ciannopc (Illoria Civile di Napoli, tom. ii. p. 119 — 117.). 

' ledge ^ 
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ledge of anatomy®^, botany®*, and chemiftry®’, **• 

the threefold bafis of their theory and praftice. A v ^ — i 

fupferftitious reverence for the dead confined both 

the Greeks and the Arabians to the diffedfion of 

apes and quadrupeds ; the more folid and vifible 

parts were known • in the time of Galen, and the 

finer fcrutiny of the human frame was referred for ’ 

the microfcope and the injedlions of modem 

artifts. Botany is an adlive fciefice, and the dif- 

coveries of the torrid zone might enrich the 

herbal of Diofcorides with two thoufand plants. 

Some traditionary knowledge might be fecreted 
in the temples and monafteries of Egypt; much 
ufeful experience had been acquired in the pradtice 
of arts and manufadlures ; but the fcience of 
chemiftry owes its origin and improvement to the 
induftry of the Saracens. They firft invented and 
named the alembic for the purpofes of dillillation, 
analyfed tl^e fubftances of the three kingdoms of 
nature, tried the diftindlion and affinities of alcalis 
and acids, and converted the poifonous minerals 

*7 S*c a good view of the progrefs of anatomy in Wotton (Re- 
fleflions on ancient and modern Learning, p. >08—156.). His re> 
putation has been unworthily depreciated by the wits in the conti'o> 
verfy of Boyle and Bentley. 

Bibliot. Arab. Hifpanica, tom. i. p. 275. A 1 Beithar of Ma- 
laga, their greateft botanift, had travelled into Africa, Perfia, and 
India. 

Dr. Watfon (Elements of Chemiftry, vol. i. p. 17, &c.) allows 
the original merit of the Arabians. Vet he quotes the modeft confef- 
, fion of the famous Geber, of the ix<l> century (d'Herbelot, p. 317.), 
that he had drawn moft of hiS fcience, perhaps of the tranfinutation of 
metals, from the ancient fages. Whatever might be the origin or 
extent of their knowledge, the arts of chemiftry and alchymy appear 
to have been known in Egypt at lead three hundred years before Ma- 
homet (Wotton’s Rcflc6f ions, p. iii— 133. Pauw, Recherches fur les 
Egyptiens et les Chinois, tom. i. p. 376-“+*9-). 

VoL. X, E into 
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c ha P. into foft and falutary medicines. But the mo& 
1. ’ 1 eager fearch of Arabian chemiftry was the tranf- 

mutation of metals, and the elixir of immortal 
health : the reafon and the fortunes of thoufands 



were evaporated in the crucibles of alchymy, and 
the confummation of the great work was pro- 
moted by the worthy aid of myflery, fable, and 
fuperftition. 

Want of But the Moflems deprived themfelves of the 
erudition^ principal benefits of a familiar intercourfe with 
freedom. Greece and Rome, the knowledge of antiquity, 
the purity of tafte, and the freedom of thought. 
Confident in the riches of their native tongue, the 
Arabians difdained the ftudy of any foreign idiom. 
The Greek interpreters were chofen among their 
Chriftian fubjefts ; they formed their tranflations, 
fometimes on the original text, more frequently 
perhaps on a Syriac verfion : and in the crowd of 
aftronomers and phyficians, there is no example of 
a poet, an orator^ or even an hiftorian, being 
taught to fpeak the language of the Saracens’®. 
The mythology of Homer would have provoked 
the abhorrence of thofe ftern faiatics : they pof- 
feffed in lazy ignorance the colonies of the Mace- 
donians, and the provinces of Carthage and Rome: 
the heroes of Plutarch and Livy were buried in 
oblivion ; and the hiftory of the world before Ma- 
homet was reduced to a Ihort legend of the pa- 

Abulpharagius (Dynail. p. t6. i+8.) mentions a verfion 
«f Homer's two poems, by Theophilus, a Chriftian Maronite of mount 
Libanus, who profeOed aftronomy at Roha or Edefta towards the end 
of the vlii'** century. His work would be a literary curiofity. I have 
read fomewhere, but I do not believe, that Plutarch's Lives were 
irapllated into Turkilh for the ufe of Mjthomet the iecond. 

triarchs. 
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triafchs', the prophets, and the Perfian kings. Our C HA P. 
education in the Greek and Latin fchools may ^ ' ^ 

have fixed in our minds a ftandard of exclufive 
tafte ; and I am not forward to condemn the lite- 
rature and judgment of nations, of whofe lan- 
guage I am ignorant. Yet I know that the claflics 
have much to teach, and I believe that the Orien- 
tals have much to learn : the temperate dignity of 
ftyle, the graceful proportions of art, the forms of 
vifible and intelleftual beauty, the juft delineatipn 
of charafter and paffion, the rhetoric of narrative 
and argument, the regular fabric of epic and dra- 
matic poetry The influence of truth and rea- 
■fon is of a lefs ambiguous complexion. The phi- 
lofophers of Athens and Rome enjoyed the 
bleflings, and aflerted the rights, of civil and re- 
ligious freedom. Their moral and political writings 
might have gradually unlocked the fetters of 
Eaftern defpotifm, diffufed a liberal fpirit of en- 
quiry and toleration, and encouraged the Arabian 
fages to fufped: that their caliph was a tyrant and 
their prophet an impoftor The inftind of fuper- 
ftition was alarmed by the introduftion even of the 
abftraft fciences ; and the more rigid doctors of 
the law condemned the rafli and pernicious curio- 

I have penifed with much pleafurc, Sir William Jones’s Latia 
Commentary on Afiatic poetry (London, 1774, inoitavo),wliich was 
compofed in the youth of that wonderful linguift. At prefent, in the 
maturity of his tafte and judgment, he would perhaps abate of 
the fervent, and even partial, praile which he has bellowed on the 
Orientals. 

■’* Among the Arabian philofophers, Averroes has been accufed 
of defpifing the religion of the Jews, the Chriftians, and the Ma- 
hometans (fee his article in Bayk’s Di6lionary). Each of thele 
Icils would agree, that in two inftances out of three, his contempt 
tra» leafoDable. 

E 1 fity 
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^ Ln Almamon’^. To the third of martyrdom^ 

the vifion of paradife, and the belief of predeftina- 
tion, we muft afcribe the invincible enthufiafni 
of the prince and people. And the fword of the 
Saracens became lefs formidable, when their 
youth was drawn away from the camp to the col- 
lege, when the armies of the faithful prefumed to 
read and to refledl. Yet the foolilh vanity of the 
Greeks was jealous of thdr ftudies, and reluc- 
tantly imparted the facred fire to the Barbarians of 
the Eaft 



Wars of jn the bloody conflict of the Ommiades and 
Rafhid Abbaflides, the Greeks had ftolen the opportunity 
R^oTanl*'^ of avenging their wrongs and enlarging their 
A. D. limits. But a fevere retribution was exafted by 
7S1— S05. {jje third caliph of the new dynaily, who 

feized in his turn the favourable opportunity, 
while a woman and a child, Irene and Conftan- 
tine, were feated on the Byzantine throne. An 
army of ninety-five thoufand Perfians and Arabs 
was fent from the Tigris to the Thracian Bofphorus, 
under the command of Harun ’5, or Aaron, the 



73 D'Hcrbelot, Bibliothcque Orientale, p. 546. 

' ©£op(Aos KTOTTov xpnoci Till' Titiii ovTWi/ yvumv, 

’to Pwjuajwv yivoi 0«u/x«^£Tai nc^orov irotria-tt rotf 
itc, Cedrenus, p. 548. who relates how manfully the emperor re- 
fiifed a mathematician to the inftances and offers of the caliph Al- 
> mamon. This abfurd fcniple is expreifed almoll in the fame words, 
by the continuator of Theophanes (Scriptores poll Theophanem, 
p. iiS.). 

73 Sec the reign and charaAer of Hamn al Rafhid, in the Bibli- 
otheque Orientale, p. 431 — 433. under his proper title : and !m tife 
relative articles to which M. d’Herbelot refers. That learned col- 
Icflor has Ihewn much tafte in ftripping the Oriental chronicles df 
their inllru£tive and aimifing anecdotes, 

fecond 
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fccond fon of the commander of the faithful. His 
encampment on the oppofite heights of Chryfo- 
polis or Scutari, informed Irene, in her palace of 
Conftantinople, of the lofs of her troops and 
provinces. With the confent or connivance of 
their fovereign her minifters fubfcribed an ig- 
nominious peace : and the exchange of fome royal 
gifts could not difguife the annual tribute of feventy 
thoufand dinars of gold, which was impofed on 
the Roman empire. The Saracens had too rafhly 
advanced into the midft of a diftant and hoftile 
land : their retreat was folicited by the promife of 
faithful guides and plentiful markets ; and not a 
Greek had courage to whifper, that their w'eary 
forces might be furrounded and deftroyed in their 
neceffary paflage between a flippery mountain and 
the river Sangarius. Five years after this expe- 
dition, Harun afcended the throne of his father 
and his elder brother; the moft powerful and 
vigorous monarch of his race, illuftrious in the 
Weft, as the ally of Charlemagne, and familiar 
to the moll childilh readers, as the perpetual hero 
of the Arabian tales. His title to the name of Al 
Rajhid (the JuJl ) is fullied by the extirpation of 
the generous, perhaps the innocent, Barmecides ; 
yet he could liften to the complaint of a poor 
widow who had been pillaged by his troops, and 
who dared, in a paflage of the Koran, to threaten 
the inattentive defpot with the judgment of God 
and pofterity. His court was adorned with luxury 
and fcience ; but, in a reign of three-and-twenty 
years, Hafun repeatedly vifited his provinces from 
Chorafan to Egypt ; nine times he performed the 
E 3 pilgrimage 
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pilgrimage of Mecca ; eight times he invaded the 
territories of the Romans ; and as often as they 
declined the payment of 'the tribute, they were 
taught to feel that a month of depredation was 
more coflly than a year of fubmiflion. But when 
the unnatural mother of Conftantine was depofed 
and banifhed, her fucceffor Nieephorus refolved to 
obliterate this badge of fervitude and difgrace. 
The epiftle of the emperor to the caliph was point- 
ed with an allufion to the game of chefs, which 
had already fpread from Perfia to Greece. “ The 
“ queen (he fpoke of Irene) confidered you as a 
“ rook and herfelf as a pawn. That pufillani- 
mous female 'fubmitted to pay a tribute, the 
double of which fhe ought to have exafted from 
“ the Barbarians. Reftore therefore the fruits of 
your injullice, or abide the determination of 
“ the fword.” At thefe words the ambaffadors 
call a bundle of fwords before the foot of the 
throne. The caliph fmiled at the. menace, and 
drawing his fcymetar, famfamah, a weapon of 
hiftoric or fabulous renown, he cut afunder the 
Teeble arms of the Greeks, without turning the 
edge, or endangering the temper, of his blade. 
He then dictated an epiftle of tremendous brevity : 
“ In the name of the moft merciful God, Harun 
“ al Rafhid, commander of the faithful, to 
Nieephorus, the Roman dog. I have read thy 
“ letter, O thou fon of an unbelieving mother, 
“ Thou Ihal* not hear, thou Ihalt behold my 
-reply.” It was written in charafters of blood 
and fire on the plains of Phrygia; and the warlike 
celerity of the Arabs could only be checked by the 

arts 
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Sfcrts of deceit and the (hew of repentance. The ^ ^ 

triumphant caliph retired, after the fatigues of the 
campaign, to his favourite palace of Racca on the 
Euphrates ; but the diftance of five hundred 
miles, and the inclemency of the feafon, encouraged 
his adverfary to violate the peace. Nicephorus was 
aftonifhed by the bold and rapid march of the 
commander of the faithful, who repafled, in the 
depth of winter, the fnows of mount Taurus : his 
iftratagems of policy and war were exhaufted; 
and the perfidious Greek efcaped with three wounds 
from a field of battle overfpread with forty thoufand 
of his fubjeds. Yet the emperor was afhamed of 
fubmiflion, and the caliph was refolved on Victory. 

One hundred and thirty-five thoufand regular 
fbldiers received pay, and were infcribed in the 
military roll ; and above three hundred thoufand 
perfons of every denomination marched under the 
black ftandard of the AbbaflTides. They fwept the 
furface of Afia Minor far beyond Tyana and An- 
cyra, and invefted the Pontic Heraclea ^7^ once a 
flouriftiing ftate, now a paltry town ; at that time 
capable of fuftaining in her antique walls a month^s 



For the fituation of Racca, the old Nicephorium, confult 
d’Anville (I’Eiiphrate et le Tigre, p. *4 — *7.). The Arabian 
Nights reprefent Harun al Rathid as almoll ftationary in Bagdad. 
He refpefted the royal feat of the Abbalfides, but the vices of the 
inhabitants had driven him from the city (Abulfed. Annal. 
p. 167.). 

77 M. de Toiirnefort, in his coailing voyage from Conltanii- 
nople to Trebizond, pa 0 ed a night at Heraclea or Eregri. His eyq 
furveyed the prefent ftate, his reading colle£tcd the antiquities, of 
the city (Voyage du Levant, tom. iii. lettre xvi. p. 13—35.). Wo 
have a feparate hiftory of Heraclea in fragment* of Memnen* 
wbich areprderved by Pbotius. 

£ 4 
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fiege againft the forces of the Eaft. The ruin waf 
complete, the fpoil was ample ; but if Harun had 
been converfant with Grecian ftory, he would have 
regretted the ftatue of Hercules, whofe attributes, 
the club, the bow, the quiver, and the lion’s hide, 
were fculptured in mafly gold. The progrefs of 
defolation by fea and land, from the Euxine to the 
ifle of Cyprus, compelled the emperor Nicephorus 
to retraft his haughty defiance. In the new treaty, 
the ruins of Heraclea were left for ever as a leflbn 
and a trophy; and the coin of the tribute was 
marked with the image and fuperfcription of 
Harun and his three fons Yet this plurality of 
lords might contribute to remove the di (honour of 
the Roman name. After the dgath of their father, 
the heirs of the caliph were involved in civil dif- 
cord, and the conqueror, the liberal Almamon, 
was fufficiently engaged in the redoration of 
domeftic peace and the introdufUon of foreign 
fcience. 

Under the reign of Almamon at Bagdad, of 
Michael the Stammerer at Conftantinople, the 
iflands of Crete and Sicily were fubdued by the 

Arabs, 

The wars of Harun al Rafhid againft the Roman empire, are 
related by Theophanes (p. 384, 385. 391. 396. 407, 408.), Zo- 
naras (tom. ii. 1 . xv. p. 115. 124.), Cetlrenus (p. 477, 478.), 
Eutychius (Annal. tom. ii, p. 407.), Elmacin (Hill. Saracen, p. 
136. 151, iS2.)> Abulpharagius (Dynaft. p. 147. 151.), anc( 
Abulfeda (p. 156. 166— 168.). 

The authors from whom I have learned the mod of the ancient 
and modern ftate of Crete, are Belon (Obfervations, &c. c. 3 — 10, 
Paris, 1555), Toiirncfort (Voyage du Levant, tom. i. lettre ii. et 
Hi.), and MeurCus (Creta, in his vvorks, tom. iii. p. 343 — 544 ).. 

Althouglj^ 

C 
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Arabs. The former of thefe conquefts is dif- 
dained by their own writers, who were ignorant 
of the fame of Jupiter and Minos, but it has not 
been overlooked by the Byzantine hiftorians, 
who now begin to call a clearer light on the 
affairs of their own times A band of Auda- 
lufian volunteers, difcontented with the climate 
• or government of Spain, explored the adventures 
of the fea ; but as they failed in no more than ten 
or twenty gallies, their warfare muff be branded 
with the name of piracy. As the .fubjeds and- 
Jfedlaries of the while party, they might lawfully 
invade the dominions of the black caliphs. A 
rebellious faOion introduced them into Alex- 
andria®^; they cut in pieces both friends and 
foes, pillaged the churches and the mofchs, fold' 
above fix thoufand Chriftian captives, and main- 
tained their ftation in the capital of Egypt, till 
they were oppreffed by the forces and the pre- 

• * 

Although Crete is ftyltd by Homer Tlietpocy by Dionyfiu* 
AiTTflipn T£ xca fj,SoTOj, I cannot conceive that mountainous ifland 
ti) furpafs, or even to equal, in fertility the greater part of 
Spain. 

The moft authentic and circumftantial intelligence is obtained 
from the four books of the Continuation of Theophanes, compiled 
by the pen or the’ command of Conftantine Porphyrogenitus, with 
the Life of his father Bafil the Macedonian (Scriptores poll Theo- 
phanem, p. i — 162. a Francife. Combefis, Paris, 1685). The 
lofs of Crete and Sicily is related, 1 . ii. p. 46 — ja. To thefe we 
may add the fecondary evidence of Jofeph Geneliiis (1. ii. p. u, 
Venet. 1733), George Cedrenus (Compend. p. 506—508.), and 
John Scylitzes Curopalata (apud Baron. Annal. Ecclef. A.D. 817, 
No. 24, &c.). But the modern Greeks arc fuch notorious pla- 
giaries, that I fliould only quote a plurality of names. 

Renaudot (Hift. Patriarch. Alex. p. 251 — 156. 268 270.) 

has deferibed the ravages of the Andalufian Arabs in Egypt, but ha* 
forgot to cojincfl them w»ith the conqueft of Crete. r 

^ ”■ fence 
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chap, fence of Almamon himfelf. From the mouth of 
t ‘ j the Nile to the Hellefpont, the iflands and fea- 
coafts both of the Greeks and Moflems were 
expofed to their depredations'; they faw, they 
envied, they tailed, the fertiKty of Crete, and 
foon returned with forty gallies to a more feriou? 
attack. The Andalufians wandered over the land 
fearlefs and unmolefted ; but when they de- 
fcended with their plunder to the fea-ihore, their 
VelTels were in flames, and their chief, Abu Caab, 
confefled - himfelf the author of the mifchief. 
Their clamours accufed his madnefs or treachery^ 
“ Of what do you complain ?” replied the crafty 
emir. “ I have brought you to a land flowing 
“ with milk and honey. Here is your true 
country ; repofe from your toils, and forget 
“ the barren place of your nativity.” “ And our 
^ «e wives and children ?” Your beauteous 
captives will fupply the place of your wives* 
“ and in their embraces you will foon become the 
*f fathers of a new progeny.” The firll habi- 
tation was their camp, with a ditch and rampart, 
in the bay of Suda ; but an apoftate monk led them 
to a more defirable pofition in the eaftem parts { 
and the name of Candax, their fortrefs and colony, 
has been extended to the whole ifland, under the 
corrupt and modern appellation of Candia. The 
hundred cities of the age of Minos were diminilhed 
to thirty ; and of thefe, only one, mofl probably 
Cydonia, had courage to retain the fubdance of 
freedom and the profeflion of Chrillianity. The 
Saracens of Crete foon repaired the lofs of their 
liavy j and the timbers pf mount Ida were launched 

into 
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into the main. During an hoftile period, of one ^ 
hundred and thirty-eight years, the princes of Con* « — 
ftantinople attacked thefe licentious corfairs with 
fruitlefs curfes and ineffedual arms. 

The lofs of Sicily was occafioned by an aft and of Si- 
of fuperftitious rigour. An amorous youth who 
had ftolen a nun from her cloyfter, was fentenced 
by the emperor to the amputation of his tongue. 
Euphemius appealed to the reafon. and policy of 
the Saracens of Africa ; and fooji returned with 
the Imperial purple, a fleet of one hundred fhips, 
and an army of feven hundred horfe and ten 
thoufand foot; They landed at Mazara near the 
ruins of the ancient Selinus ; but after fome partial 
viftories, Syracufe was delivered by the Greeks, 
the apoftate was flain before her walls, and his 
African friends were reduced to the necefllty of 
feeding on the flefli of their own horfes. In their 
turn they were relieved by a powerful reinforce- 
ment of their brethren of Andalufia ; the largeft 
and weftern part of the ifland was gradually re- 
duced, and the commodious harbour of Palermo 
was chofen for the feat of the naval and military 
power of the Saracens. Syracufe preferred about 

AjiXai (fays die continuator of Theophanes, 1 . ii. p. 51.) 

St rxuTix, trx(l)ts'i>iroi, xai 7rA«TixoiTfp«v »i toti ypx^tio'ot 
©fo’yi'wrw xai fi? tj/jiui/. This hiftory of the 

lofs of Sicily is no longer extant. Muratori (Annali dTtalia, tom. 
vii. p. 7. 19. sj, &c.) has added fome circumftances from the 
Italian chronicles. 

The fplendid and jnterefting tragedy of Tancrede would adapt 
itfelf much better to this epoch, than to the date (A. D. >005) 
which Voltaire hirafelf has chofen. But I muft gently reproach the 
poet, for infufing into the Greek fubjcfls the fpirit of moderij 
knights and ancient republicans, 

^ifty 
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fifty years the faith which fhe had fworn to Chrifl: 
and to Casfar. In the laft and fatal fiege, her 
citizens difplayed fome remnant of the fpirit which 
had formerly refifted the powers of Athens and 
Carthage. They flood above twenty days againfl: 
the .battering-rams and catapulta, the mines and 
tbrtoifes of the befiegers ; and the place might have 
been relieved, if the mariners of the Imperial fleet 
had not been detained at Conftantinople in build- 
ing a church to the Virgin Mary. The deacon 
Theodofius, with the bilhop and clergy, was 
dragg^ in chains from the altar to Palermo, caft 
into a . fubterraneous dungeon, and expofed to the 
hourly peril of death or apoftacy. His pathetic, 
^nd not inelegant complaint, may be read as the 
epitaph of his country From the Roman con- 
queft to this final calamity, Syracufe, now 
dwindled to the primitive ifle of Ortygea, had 
infenfibly declined. Y et the relics were ftill pre- 
cious; the plate of the cathedral weighed five 
thoufand pounds of filver; the entire fpoil was 
computed at one million of pieces of gold (about 
four hundred thoufand pounds fterling), and th’fe 
captives mud out-number the feventeen thoufand 
Chriftians, who were tranfported from the fack of 
Tauromenium into African fervitude. In Sicily, 
the religion and language of the Greeks were 
eradicated ; and fuch was the docility of the 
Tifihg generation, that fifteen thoufand boys were 

** The narrative or lamentation of Theodofius, is tranferibej and 
illuftr'ated by Pagi (Critica, tom. iii. p. 719, See.). Conftantine 
Pcrphyrogenitiis (in Vit. Bafil. c. 69, 70. p. 190--19Z.) mentionst' 
the Id's of Syracufe and the triumph of the demons, 

; circum- 
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circuincifed and clothed on the fame day with the 
fon of the Fatimite caliph. The Arabian fqua- 
drons iffued from the harbours of Palermo, Bi- 
ferta, and Tunis ; an hundred and fifty towns of 
Calabria and Campania were attacked and pil- 
laged ; nor could the fuburbs of Rome be defended 
by the name of the Caefars and apoftles. Had 
the Mahometans been united, Italy mull have 
fallen an eafy and glorious accelTion to the empire 
of the prophet. But the caliphs of Bagdad had 
loft their authority in the Weft ; the Aglabites and 
Fatimites ufurped the provinces of Aftica ; their 
emirs of Sicily afpired to independence ; and 
the defign of conqueft and dominion was de- 
graded to a repetition of predatory in- 
roads *5. 

In the fufferings of proftrate Italy, the name of 
Rome awakens a folemn and mournful recol- 
ledlion. A fleet of Saracens from the African 
coaft prefumed to enter the mouth of the Tyber; 
and to approach a city which even yet, in her fallen 
ftate, was revered as the metropolis of the Chriftian 
world. The gates and ramparts were guarded by 
a trembling people ; but the tombs and temples of 
St. Peter and St. Paul were left expofed in the 
fuburbs of the Vatican and of the Oftian way. 
Their invifible fanftity had protected them againft 
the Goths, the Vandals, and the Lombards j but 

The extraft* from tlie Arabic hlltorlee of Sicily are given in 
Abulieda (Annul. Mollem. p. ayi— 171.), and In the firft vxlumc 
of Muratori’s Scrlptores Kerum Itahcarum. M. de Guignes 
(Hill, des Huns, tom. I. p. 363, 364.) has addecd foinc im-; 
portant fails. 

tlie 
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c H^A P. tjjg Arabs difdained both the gofpel and the le- 
t < gend ; and their rapacious fpirit was approved and 
atiimated by the precepts of the Koran. The 
Chriftian idols were ftripped of their collly offer- 
ings ; a filver altar was torn away from the fhrine 
of St. Peter ; and if the bodies or the buildings 
were left entire, their deliverance mnft be imputed 
to the hafte, rather than the fcruples, of the Sa^ 
racens. In their courfe along the Appian way, 
they pillaged Fundi and befieged Gayeta; but 
they had turned afide from the walls of Rome, 
and, by their divifions, the Capitol was faved 
from the yoke of the prophet of Mecca. The 
fame danger ftill impended on the heads of the 
Roman people ; and their domeftic force was un- 
equal to the affault of an African emir. They 
' claimed the protection of their Latin fovereign 3 

but the Carlovingian ftandard was overthrown by 
a detachment of the Barbarians : they meditated 
the reftoration of the Greek emperors j but the 
attempt was treafonable, and the fuccour remote 
and precarious Their dillrefs appeared to re- 
ceive fome aggravation from the death of their 
fpiritual . and temporal chief ; but the preffing 
emergency fuperfeded the forms and intrigues of 
an election j and the unanimous choice of pope 



One of the moft eminent Romans (Gratianns, magifter militum 
et Romani palatii fuperifta) was accul'ed of declaring, Quia 
Franci nihil nobis boni faciunt, ncque adjutorium praebent, fed 
magis qu® nottra font violenter tollunt. Qn^are non advocamus 
Craecos, et cum 'cis ftedus pads componentes, Francorum regem ct 
gentem de noltro regno et dominatione expeIJiraus ? Anaftallus i» 
Leone IV. p. 199, 

Leo 
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l^eo the fourth was the fafety of the church and ^ **• 

4city. ' This pontiff was born a Roman j the ^ -« 

courage of the firft ages of the republic glowed in 
his breaft ; and, amidft riie ruins of his country, 
he flood ere£l, like one of the firm and lofty 
columns that rear their heads above the fragments 
of the Roman forum. The firft days of his reign 
were confecrated to the purification and removal 
of relics, to prayers and procelliohs, and to all the 
folemn offices of religion, which ferved at leaft to 
heal the imagination, and reftore the hopes, of 
the multitude. The public defence had been long 
neglefted, not from the prefumption of peace, but 
from the diftrefs and poverty of the times. As 
far as the fcantinefs of his means and the fhort- 
nefs of his leifure would allow, the ancient walls 
were repaired by the command of Leo ; fifteen 
towers, in the moft acceffible ftations, were built 
or renewed ; two of thefe commanded on either 
fide the Tyber ; and an iron chain was drawn 
acrofs the ftream to impede the afcent of an hoftile 
navy. The Romans were affured of a fhort refpite 
by the welcome news, that the fiege of Gayeta 
had been raifed, and that a part of the enemy, 

•with their facrilegious plunder, had perifhed in the- 
waves. 

But the ftorm, which had been delayed, foon viftory 
•burft upon them with redoubled violence. The ofLeoI\^ 

A.D.849. 

*7 Voltaire (Hift. Generale, tom. ii. c. }8. p. 114.) appears to 
)» remarkably ftrtick with the charafter of pope Leo IV. 1 have 
borrowed his general exprclTion, but the fight of the forum ha» 
furuiAted me with a more daiinci aud lively image. 

Aglabitc, 



% 
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c HA P. Aglabite who reigned in Africa, had inheritetf 
j from his father a treafure and an army : a fleet of 
Arabs and Moors, after a fhort lefrefhment in the 
harbours of Sardinia, •call anchor before the 
mouth of the Tyber, fixteen miles from the city j 
and their difcipline and numbers appeared to 
threaten, not a tranfient inroad, but a ferious dcr 
fign of conquefl; and dominion. But the vi- 
gilance of Leo had formed an alliance with the 
vaflals of the Greek empire, the free and maritime 
ftates of Gayeta, Naples, and Amalfi} and in the 
' hour of danger, their gallies appeared in the port 
of Oftia under the command of Csefarius the fon 
of the Neapolitan duke, a noble and valiant youth, 
who had already vanquilhed the fleets of the Sara- 
cens. With his principal companions, Caefarius 
was invited to the Lateran palace, and the dex- 
trous pontiff affedled to enquire their errand, and 
to accept with joy and furprife their providential 
fuccour. The city bands, in arms, attended their 
father to Oftia, where he reviewed and bleflcd his 
generous deliverers. They kilfed his feet, re- 
ceived the communion with martial devotion, and 
liflened to the prayer of Leo, that the fame God 
wLo had fupported St. Peter and St. Paul on the 
waves of the fea, w'ould ftrengthen the hands of his 
champions againft the adverfaries of his holy name. 
After a fimilar prayer, and with equal refolution, 

' the Moflems advanced to the attack of the ChrifHan 
gallies, w'hich preferved their advantageous ftation 

De Guignes, Hift. Generale des Huns, tom. i. p. 363, 364. 
Cardonne, Hitt, de I’Africjue et de I’Efpagne, fous la Dumination de$ 
Arabes, toini ii. p. 14, 25. I obferve, and cannot reconcile, the dif- 
ference of tliefe writers in the fucceflion of tlie Aglabites. 

» along 
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along the coaft. The viftory inclined to the fide c ha p. 
of the allies, when it W'as lefs glorioufly decided 
in their favour by a hidden tempeft, which con- 
founded the (kill and courage of the ftouteft mari- 
ners, The Chriftians were (heltered in a friendly 
harbour, while the Africans were fcattered and 
dalhed in pieces among the rocks and iflands of an 
hoftile (hore. Thofe who efcaped from (hipwreck 
and hunger, neither found nor deferved mer«iy at 
the hands of their implacable purfuers. The fword 
and the gibbet reduced the dangerous multitude 
of captives ; and the remainder was more ufefully 
employed, to reftore the facred edifices which 
they had attempted to fubvert. The pontiff, at 
the head of the citizens and allies, paid his grate- 
ful devotion at the (hrines of the apoftles ; and, 
among the fpoils of this naval viftory, thirteen 
Arabian bows of pure and malfy filver were fufr 
pended round the altar of the fifherman of Galilee. 

The reign of Leo the fourth was employed in the 
defence and ornament of the Roman (late. The 
churches were renewed and embellilhed: near four 
thoufand pounds of filver were confecrated to ret 
pair the lolfes of St. Peter; and his fanduary was 
decorated with a plate of gold of the weight of two 
hundred and fiijteen pounds; emboffed with the 
portraits of the pope and emperor, and encircled 
with a ftring of pearls. Yet this vain magnificence 
refled* lefs glory on the charader of Leo, than the 
paternal care with which he rebuilt the walls of 
Horta aijd Ameria; and .franfported the \van.- 
dering inhabitants of Centumcellae to his new 
foundation of Leopolis, twelve miles ft»9i the fea- 
VoL, X, F 
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fhore *9. By his liberality a coFony of Corficans, with 
their wives and children, was planted in the ftation 
of Porto at the mouth of the Tiber : the falling city 
was reftored for their ufe, the fields and vineyards 
were divided among the new fettlers : their firft ef- 
forts were aflifted by a gift of horfes and cattle; and 
the hardy exiles, who breathed revenge againfi; the 
Saracens, fwore to live and die under the ftandard 
of St. Peter. The nations of the Weft and North 
who vifited the threfhold of the apoftles had gra- 
dually formed the large and populous fuburb of 
the Vatican, and their various habitations were 
diftinguiftied, in the language of the times, as the 
fchools of the Greeks and Goths, of the Lombards 
and Saxons. But this venerable fpot was ftill 
open to facrilegious inl'ult ; the defign of inclofing 
it with walls and towers exhaufted all that autho- 
rity could command, or charity would fupply : and 
the pious labour of four years was animated in 
every feafon, and at every hour, by the prefence 
of the indefatigable pontiff. The love of fame, a 
generous but worldly paffion, may be deteded in 
Founda- name of the Leonine city^ which he beftowed 

ton of the on the Vatican, yet the pride of the dedication 
was tempered wath Chriftian pennance and humi- 
lity. The boundary was trod by the bifhop and 
his clergy, barefoot, in fackcloth and aflres ; the 
fongs of triumph were modulated to pfalms and 
litanies ; the walls were befprinkled with holy 
water ; and the ceremony was concluded w’ith a 

Beretli (Cliorographia Italias Medii ^vi, p. 106. 108.) hat 
illullratcd Ccntumcella;, Leopolis, Civius Leonina, and the other 
|ilaces of the Kowan dutchy, 

prayer. 
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prayer, that under the guardian care of the apoflles chap. 
and the angelic hoft, both the old and the new , j 

Rome might ever be preferved pure, profnerous, 
and impregnable 9°. 

The emperor Theophilus, fon of Michael the TheAmo- 
Stammerer, was one of the moll adive and high- 1'®" 

, ^ o l>eiwcen 

fpirited princes who reigned at Conftantinople Theophi- 
during the middle age. In oftenfive or defenfive 
war, he marched in perfon five times againft the •^•^.8,8, 
Saracens, formidable in his attack, efteemed by 
the enemy in his Ioffes and defeats. In the laft of 
thcfe expeditions he penetrated into Syria, and 
befieged the obfcure town of Sozopetra; the cafual 
birth-place of the caliph Motalfem, who'e father 
flarun was attended in peace or war by the mofl 
favourite of his wives and concubines. The revolt 
of a Perfian impoilor employed at that moment 
the arms of the Saracen, and he could only inter- 
cede in favour of a place for which he felt and 
acknowledged fome degree of filial afi'edion. 

Thefe felicitations determined the emperor to 
wound his pride in fo fenfible a part. Sozopetra 
was levelled with the ground, the Syrian prifoners 
\vere marked or mutilated with ignominious 
cruelty, and a thoufand female captives were 
forced away from the adjacent territory. Among 
thefe a matron of the houfe of Alphas invoked, in 

9 ° The Arabs and the Greeks are alike filent concerning the inva. 

(ion of Rome by tlje Africans. The Latin chronicles do not afforil 
rnuch inftruftion (fee the Annals of Baronins and Ragi). Onr au- 
thentic and contemporai'y guide for the Popes pf the ix'** century, is 
Anaftafius, librarian of the Romati chuich. His Life of Leo IV. / 

contains twenty-four pages (p. 175 — 199. edit. Paris); and if a great 

£ art conftrts of fiii>erftltious tjifles, we muft blame or comineiid hi*. 
cfQ, who was mvicU oftencr in a church than in a ^ajn^, 

F « sa 
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^ LH 2gony of defpair, the name of Motaflem j and 

t' ^ j the infults of the Greeks engaged the honour of 
her kinfman to avenge his indignity, and to an- 
fwer her appeal. Under the reign of the two elder 
brothers, the inheritance of the youngeft had been 
confined to Anatolia, Armenia, Georgia, and 
Circaflia; this frontier ftation had exercifed his 
military talents ; and among his accidental claims 
to the name of Odonary^\ the moft meritorious 
are the eight battles which he gained or fought 
againfi the enemies of the Koran. In this perfonal 
quarrel, the troops of Irak, Syria, and Egypt, 
were recruited from the tribes of Arabia and the 
Turkifh hords: his cavalry might be numerous, 
though we fhould deduft fome myriads from the 
hundred and thirty thoufand horfes of the royal 
ftables j and the expence of the armament was 
computed at four millions fterling, or one hun- 
dred thoufand pounds of gold. Frorn Tarfus, the 
place of affembly, the Saracens advanced in three 
divifions along the high road of Conftantinople : 
Motaflem himfelf commanded the centre, and the 
vanguard was given to his fpn Abbas, who, in the 
trial of the firft adventures, might fucceed with 
the more glory, or fail with the leaft reproach. 
In the rev'enge of his injury, the caliph prepared 
to retaliate a fimilar affront. The father of Theo- 
philus was a native of Amorium®* in Phrygia: 

the 

/ The fame number was applied to the following circumftancc in 

the life of MotalTem : he was the eighth of the Abbaffidesj he reigned 
eight years, eight months, and eight days ; left eight fons, eight daugh. 
ters, eight thoufand Haves, eight millions of gold. 

Amorium is feldom mentionetl by the old geographers, and lo- 
taJiy forgotten in the Roman Itineiaries. After die vi'^' century, it 

became 
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the original feat of the Imperial houfe had been C ii a p. 
adorned with privileges and monuments ; and, t ' . 
whatever might be the indifference of the people, ' 
Conftantinople itfelf was fcarcely of more value in 
the eyes of the fovereign and his court. The name 
of Amorium was infcribed on the Ihields of the Sa- 
racens ; and their three armies were again united 
under the walls of the devoted city. It had been pro- 
pofedby the wifellcounfellors, tocvacuate Amorium, 
toreinove the inhabitants, andto abandon the empty 
flrudures to the vain refentment of the Barbarians. 

The emperor embraced the more generous reiolu- 
tion of defending, in a fiege and battle, the coun- 
try of his anccllors. When the armies drew near, 
the front of the Mahometan line/ appeared to a 
Roman eye more clofely planted with fpears and 
javelins ; but the event of the aftion was not glo- 
rious on either fide to the national troops. I'he 
Arabs were broken, but it was by the fwords of 
thirty thoufand Perfians, who had obtained fervice 
and feltlcment in the Byzantine empire. The 
Greeks were repulfed and vanquilhed, but it w^as 
by the arrows of the Turkilh cavalry ; and had not 
their bow-ftrings been damped and relaxed by the 
evening rain, very few of the Chriftians could ' 

have efcaped with the emperor from the field of 
battle. They breathed at Dorylteum, at the dif- 
tance of three days ; and Thcophilus, reviewing 
his trembling fquadrons, forgave the common 
flight both of the prince and people. 'After this 

became an eplfcopal fee, and at length the metrepolis of the new 
Galatia (Carol. S““ Paulo, Geograph. Sacra, p. 234.). The citr 
rofe again from its ruins, if we (huuld read Amrn^ria, not Anguria, 
in the text of tlte Nubian geographer (p. 236.). 

F 3 difeovery 
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^ Li^^* <lif^covery of his weaknefs, he vainly hoped to de- 
precate the fate of Amorium : the inexorable ca- 
liph rejetfed with contempt his prayers and pro- 
mifes ; and detained the Roman ambafladors to 
be the witnefles of his great revenge. They had 
, nearly been the witnefles of his fliame. The vigor- 
ous aflaults of fifty-five days were encountered by 
•a faithful governor, aveteran garrifon, and a de- 
fperate people ; and the Saracens muft have raifed 
the fiege, if a domeflic traitor had not pointed to 
, the weakefl part of the wall, a place which was 
decorated with ' the flatues of a lion and a bull. 
The vow of MotaflTem was accomplifhed with un- 
relenting rigour : tired, rather than fatiated, with 
dcftruftion, he returned to his new palace of Sa- 
mara, in the neighbourhood of Bagdad, while the 
,, unfortunate'^^ Theophilus implored the tardy and 
doubtful aid of his Weftern rival the emperor of 
the Franks. Yet in the fiege of Amorium above 
feventy thoufand Moflems had perifhed : their lofs 
had been revenged by the flaughter of thirty 
thoufand Chriftians, and the fufferings of an equal 
number of captives, w'ho were treated as the moft 
atrocious criminals. Mutual necefllty could fome- 
times extort the exchange or ranfom of prifon- 
crs 9“^ } but in the national and religious conflift of 

the 

95 In the Eaft he wat fiyled (Continuafor Theophan. 

1 . iii. p. S4.) { but fucR was the ignoranca of the Weft, that his am- 
baftadors, in public dilcouife, might boldly nanate, de vifloriis, 
quas adverfus exteras bcllando gentes coelitus fuerat aficcutus. ( Anna- 
. lift.’Bertiniaii. apud Pagi, tom. iii. p. 720.) 

Abulpharagius (Dynaft. p. 167, 168.) relates one of thefe ftn- 
gular tranfactions on the bridge of the river Lafhus in Cilicia, the limit 
•f the two empires, aad ooe day’s journey weftward of Tarl'us (d’An- 

' ■ ' • , yille. 
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the two empires, peace was without confidence, 
and war without mercy. Quarter was feldom 
' given in the field ; thofe who efcaped the edge of 
the fword were condemned to hopelefs fervitude, 
or exquifite torture ; and a Catholic emperor re- 
lates, with vifible fatisfa&ion, the execution of 
the Saracens of Crete, who were flayed alive, or 
plunged into caldrons of boiling oil»^ To a 
point of honour Motaflem had facrificed a flourifli- 
ing city, two hundred thoufand lives, and the 
property of millions. The fame caliph defcended 
from his horfe, and dirtied his robe to relieve the 
diftrefs of a decrepid old man, who, with his 
laden afs, ' had tumbled into a ditch^. On which 
of thefe a£Hons did he reflect with the moft plea- 
fure, when he was fummoned by the angel of 
death ? 

With Motaflem, the eighth of the Abbaflides, 
the glory of his family and nation expired. When 
the Arabian conquerors had fpread therafelves 
over the Eaft, and were mingled with the fervile 



C,H A P. 
Lir. 



Difordcr* 
of the 
Tuikifh 
giiaiiis. \ 
A. D. 

S41 — 870, 
See. 



ville. Geographic Ancienne, tom. ii. p. 91.). Four thoufand four 
hundred and fixty Modems, eight humhed women and children,, one 
hundred confederates, were exchanged for an equal numltcrof Greeks. 
■They palfcd each other in the middle of tlie bridge, and when they 
reached their refpeflive friends, they Ihouted Allah Acbar, and Kyrit 
Eleifon, Many of the prifoners of Amorium were probably among 
them, but in the fame year (A. H. 131), the molt illultrious of 
them, the forty-two martyrs, were beheaded by the caliph’s order. 

*5 Conftantin. Porphyrogenitus, in Vit. Bafil. c. 61. p. 486 . 
Theft Saracens were indeed treated with peculiar feverity as pirates asitl 
renegadocs. 

For Theophilus, Motaflem, and the Amorian war, fee the Con- 
tinuator of Theophanes ( 1 . iti. p. 77 — 3 +-), Genefius (!. iii. p. — 
34.), Cedrenus (p. 518 — 53a.), Elmacin (Hill. Saracen, p. tSo.), 
.^bulpharagius (Dynaft. p. 165, 166.), Abuifeda (Annal* Mofleii •' 
p. 191.), d’Herbelot (Bibliot. Orientale, p. 639, $40.). 

F 4 crowds 
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crowds of Periia, Syria, and Egypt, they infenfi- 
bly loft the freeborn and martial virtues of the 
defert. The courage of the South is the artificial 
fruit of difcipline and prejudice ; the afrive 
power of enthufiafm had decayed, and the mer- 
cenary forces of the caliphs were recruited in thofe 
climates of tl?e North, of which valour is the hardy 
and fpontaneous produftion. Of the Turks^’ who 
dwelt beyond the Oxus .and Jaxartes, the robuft 
youths, either taken in war, or purchafed in 
trade, were educated in the exercifes of the field, 
and the profeflion of the Mahometan faith. The 
Turkilh guards ftood in arms round the throne of 
their benefador, and their chiefs ufurped the do<* 
minion of the palace and the provinces. Motaf* 
fem, the firft author of this dangerous example, 
'introduced into the capital above fifty thoufand 
Turks: their licentious cohdud provoked the 
public indignation, and the quarrels of the foldiers 
and people induced the caliph to retire from B^ig- 
dad, and eftablifh his own refidence and the camp 
of his Barbarian favourites at Samara on the 
Tigris, about twelve leagues above the city of 
Peace His fon Motawakkel was a jealous and 
cruel tyrant : ^ odious to his fubjeds, he call him- 



M. de Guignes, who forartimes leaps, and foraetimes ftumblcs, 
in the gulph between Cliinefe and Mahometan ftory, thinks he can fee, 
that thefc Turks are the Hoti-kt, alias the Kao-tche, or high ’waggotu^ 
that they were divided into fifteen hords, from China and Siberia to 
the dominions of the caliphs and Samanidet, tic. (Hift. des Huns, 
tom. iii. p. 1 — 33. 114 — 131.) 

, He changed the old name of Sumere, or Samara, into the fanci- 
ful title of Sir-Ktn-rm, that which gives pleafure at firft fight (d'Hef- 
beiot, Bibliotheque Orientale, p. 808. d’Anville, I’Euphrate et le 
Tigie, p. 97, 98.). 

felf 
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ffelf on the fidelity of the ftrangers, and thefe' 
flrangers, ambitious and appfehenfive, were tempt- 
ed by the rich promife of a revolution. At the 
inftigation, or at lead in the caufe of his Ibn, 
they burft into his apartment at the hour of fup- 
pcFj and the caliph was cut into feven pieces by 
the fame fwords which he had recently diftributed 
among the guards of his life and throne. To this 
throne, yet dreaming with a father’s blood, Mon- 
taffer was triumphantly led ; but in a reign of fix 
months, he found only the pangs of a guilty con- 
fcience. If he wept at the fight of an old tapedry 
which reprefented the crime and punifhment of 
the fon of Chofroes ; if his days were abridged by 
grief and remorfe, we may allow feme pity to a 
parricide, who exclaimed in the bitternefs of death, 
that he had lod both this world, and the world to 
come. After this ad of treafon, the enfigns of 
royalty, the garment and walking-dafF of Maho- 
met, were given and torn away by the foreign 
mercenaries, who in four years created, depol'ed, 
and murdered three commanders of the faithful. As 
often as the Turks were inflamed by fear, or rage, 
or avarice, thefe caliphs were dragged by the feet, 
expofed naked to the fcorching fun, beaten with 
iron clubs, and compelled to purchafe, by the ab- 
dication of their dignity, a fliort reprievoof inevi- 
table fate 59. At length, however, the fury of 

the 

Take a fpecimen, the death of the chliph Motaz Correptum 
pedibus petrahunt, et fudibus probe pcrmulcant, et fpoliatum laceria 
veftibut in foie collocant, pr® cujus, acerrimo oeftu pedes altercis 
attoiiebat et demittebat. Adltantiuhi aliquis mifero colaphos continuo 
ingerebat, quos ille objeftis manibus avatcrc liudebat • • < • • Qj^io fafto 

tradltus 



n 

C H A P. 
LTI. 
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CHAP, the tempefl: was fpent or diverted : the Abbaf- 
I J _} fides returned to the lefs turbulent refidence 
, of Bagdad ; the Infolence of the Turks was 
curbed with a firmer and more fkilful hand, 
and their numbers were divided and deftroyed in 
foreign -warfare. But the nations of the Eaft had 
been taught to trample on the fuccelTors of the 
prophet; and the bleflings of domelHc peace were 
obfained by the relaxation of ftrength and difcipline. 
' So uniform are the mifchiefs of military defpotifm, 
that I feem to repeat the flory of the prtetorians of 
Rome 

Rife and While the flame of enthufiafm was damped by 
SiTc^raa!^ the bufmefs, the pleafure, and the knowledge, of 
tiiians, the age, it burnt with concentrated heat in th? 
*90—951. breafts of the chofen few, the congenial fpirits, 
who were ambitious of reigning either in this 
. world or in the next. How carefully foever the 
book of prophecy had been fealed by the apoftle 
of Mecca, the wifhes, and (if we may profane the 
word) even the reafon, of fanaticifm, might be- 
■ lieve that, after the fucceflive miflions of Adam, 

Noah, Abraham, Mofes, Jefus, and Mahomet, 
the fame God, in the fulnefs of time, would re- 
veal a flill more perfeft and permanent law. In 
the two hundred and feventy-feventh year of the 
Hegira, and in the neighbourhood >of Cufa, an 

traditus tortori fuit totoque triduo cibo potuque prohibitus . « . . 
Suffocants, &:c. (Abulfeda, p. xo6.) Of the caliph Molitadi, he 
fays, cervices ipfi perpetuis iftibus contundebant, tefticulofqu* 
pedibus conculcabant (p. 208.). 

See under the reigns of MotalTem, Motawakkel, Moftanfer, 
Moflain, Motaz, Mohtadi, and Mottmed, in the Bibliothcque of 
d'HerbrIot, and the now faisiliaf Aniuls o£ Blnacin, Abulpharagius, 
aad Abulfeda. 

Arabian 
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Arabian preacher, of the name of Carmath, af- C H A P. 
fumed the lofty and incomprehenfible ftyle of the i 
Guide, the Direftor, the Demonftration, the 
Word, the Holy Ghoft,^the Camel, the Herald 
of the Meffiah, who had converfed with him in a 
human fliape, and the reprefentative of Moham- 
med the fon of Ali, of St. John the Baptift, and 
of the angel Gabriel. In his myftic Volume, the 
precepts of the Koran w'ere refined to a more - 
fprritual fenfe ; he relaxed the duties of ablution, 
fafting, and pilgrimage j allowed the indifcri- 
minate ufe of wine and forbidden food j and 
nourilhed the fervour of his difciples by the dmly 
repetition of fifty prayers. The idlenefs and fer- 
ment of the ruflic crowd awakened the attention 
of the magiftrates of Cufa ; a timid perfecution 
alfifled the progrefs of the new feft ; and the name 
of the prophet became more revered after his 
perfon had been withdrawn from the world. His 
twelve apoftles difperfed themfelves among the 
Bedoweens, “ a race of men,” fays Abulfeda, 

“ equally devoid of reafon and of religion and 
the fuccefs of their preaching feemed to threaten 
Arabia with a new revolution. The Carmathians 
were ripe for rebellion, fince they difclaimed the 
title of the houfe of Abbas, and abhorred the 
W'orldly pomp of the caliphs of Bagdad. They 
were fufceptible of difcipline, fince they vowed a 
blind and abfolute fubmifiion to their Imam, who 
W'as called to the prophetic office by tfie voice of 
God and the . people. Inftead of the legal tithes, 
he claimed the fifth of their fubflance and fpoil j 
the moll flagitious fins were no more than the type 

of 
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900, See, 
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’of difobedience ; and the brethren were united 
and concealed by an oath of fecrefy. After a 
bloody conflict, they prevailed in the province of 
Bahrein, along the Perfian Gulf : far and wide* 
the tribes of the defert were fubjeft to the feeptre, 
or rather to the fword, of Abu Said and his fon 
Abu Taher ; and thefe rebellious imams could 
inuller in the field an hundred and feven thoufand 
fanatics. The mercenaries of the caliph were 
difmayed at the' approach of an enemy who neither 
aiked nor accepted quarter; and the difference 
between them, in fortitude and patience, is ex- 
preflive of the change which three centuries of 
profperity had effeded in the charafter of the 
Arabians. Such troops were difeomfited in every 
adtion ; the cities of Racca and Baalbec, of Cufa 
and Baffora, were taken and pillaged ; Bagdad 
was filled with confternation ; and the caliph 
trembled behind the veils of his palace. In a dar- 
ing inroad beyond the Tigris, Abu Taher ad- 
vanced to the gates of the capital with no more 
than five hundred horfe. By the fpecial order of 
Moclader, the bridges had been broken down, 
and the perfon or head of the rebel was expefted 
every hour by the commander of the faithful. His 
lieutenant, from a motive of fear or pity, ap- 
prifed Abu Taher of his danger, and recommended 
a fpeedy efcape. “ Your mafter,’* faid the in- 
trepid Carmathian to the meffenger, “ is at the 
“ head of thirty thoufand foldiers : three fuch 
“ men as thefe are wanting in his hofl at the 
fame inflant, turning to three of his companions, 
he commanded the firft to pUmge a dagger into 

his 
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liis breaft, the fecond to leap into the Tigris, and 
the third to caft himfelf headlong down a precipice- 
They obeyed without a murmur. “ Relate,” 
continued the imam, “ -what you have feen : be- 
“ fore the evening your general fliall be chained 
“ among my dogs.” Before the evening, the 
camp was furprifed and the menace was executed. 

The rapine of the Carmathians was fanftified by, 
their averfion to the worlhip of Mecca : they 
robbed a caravan of pilgrims, and twenty thoufand 
devout Moflems were abandoned on the burning 
fands to a death of hunger and thirft. Another 
year they fuffered the pilgrims to proceed without 
interruption ; but, in the feftival of devotion, 

'Abu Taher Itormed the holy city, and trampled Tliey pil- 
on the mod venerable relics of the Mahometan 
faith. Thirty thoufand citizens and ftrangers were 929. 
put to the fword j the facred precinfts were pol- 
luted by the burial of three thoufand dead bodips ; 
the well of Zemzem overflowed with blood ; the 
golden fpout was forced from its place ; the veil 
of the Caaba was divided among thefe impious 
feftaries ; and the black done, the firft monument 
pf the nation, was borne away in triumph to their 
capital. After this deed of facrilege and cruelty, 
they continued to infeft the confines of Irak, Syria, 
and Egypt ; but the vital principle of enthufia,^ 
had withered at the root. Their fcruples or their 
avarice again opened the pilgrimage of Mecca, and 
rellored the black Hone of the Caaba ; and it is 
needlefs to enquire into what fa 61 ions_ they were 
^roken, or by whofe fwords they were finally ex- 
tirpated. The . feO; of the Carmathians may 

be 
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be confidered as the fecond vifible caufe 
of the decline and fall of the empire of the 
caliphs 

The third and moft obvious caufe was the weight 
and magnitude of the empire itfelf. The caliph 
Almaraon might proudly aflert, that it was ealier 
for him to rule the Eaft and the Weft, than to 
manage a chefs-board of two feet fquare ; yet 
I fufpecl, that in both thofe games, he was guilty 
of many fatal miftakes ; ^and 1 perceive, that in 
the diftant provinces, the authority of the firft and 
moft powerful of the Abbaftides was already im- 
paired. The analogy of dei'potifm inverts the 
reprefentative with the full majefly of the prince J 
the divifion and balance of powers might relax 
the habits of obedience, might encourage the 
parti ve fubjeft to enquire into the origin and ad- 
miuiftration of civil government. He who is born 
in the purple is feldom worthy to reign ; but the 
elevation of a private man, of a peaftmt perhaps, 
or a Have, afi'ords a ftrong prefumption of his 
courage and capacity, The viceroy of a remote 
kingdom afpires to fe2ure the property and in- 
heritance of his precarious truft ; the nations muft 
rejoice in the prefence of their fovereign ; an4 
the command of armies and treafures are at oncei 



*0' For the fefl of the Carmathians, confult F.ImacIn (Hid. Sa- 
racen. p. 119. 124. 229. 231. 23S. 24J. 243.), Abulpharagtus 
(Dynaft. p. 179-— 182.), Abuiftda (Anna!. Modem, p. 238, 219, 
&c. 245. 265. 274.), and d’Hcrbelot (Bibliolheque Oiitniale, p. 

256—258. 635.). I find fome inconfirtencies of theology and 
chronology, which it would not be eafy nor of much importance t<j 
reconcile. 

Hyde, Syntagma DiSertat. tom. ii, p. 57, in Hill. 
8hahiludiu 

lh9 
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the ohjedb and the inftrument ef his arabiiion. ^ A P. 
A change was fcarcely vifible , as long as the >. / f 

lieutenants of the caliph were content with their 
'vicarious title ; while they folicited for themfelves 
or their fons a renewal of the Imperial grant, and 
hill maintained on the coin, and in the public 
prayers, the name and prerogative of the com- 
mander of the faithful. But in the long and 
hereditary exercife of power, they afl'umed the 
pride and attributes of royalty ; the alternative of 
peace or war, of reward or punifhment, depended 
folely on their will ; and the revenues of their 
government were referved for local fervices or 
private magnificence. Inftead of a regular fupply 
of men and money, the fucceflbrs of the prophet 
were flattered with the oftentatious gilt of an 
elephant, or a call of hawks, a fuit of filk 
hangings, or fome pounds of mulk and am- 
ber , 



After the revolt of Spain, from the temporal Theindt, 
and fpiritual fupremacy of the Abbaflldes, the firft 
fymptoms of difobedience broke forth in the pro- 
vince of Africa. Ibrahim, the fon of Aglab, the 
lieutenant of the vigilant and rigid Harun, be- 
queathed to the dynafty of the A^labita the The Ag- 
inheritance of his name and power. 'Phe indo-, 
lence or p'olicy of the caliphs diflembled the injury 800—54*. 



The'dynafties of the Arabian empire may be (tudied in the 
Annals of Eimacin, Abulpharagius, and Abulfeda, under the 
pro/>er years, in the diiStionary of Nd’Hcrbclot, nnder the proper 
names. The tables of M. de Guignes (Hift. des Huns, tom. i.) 
exhibit a general chronology of the Ead, interfperCed with fome 
hi llorical anecdotes ; but his attachment to national blqod has fome- 
tunes confounded die order of tune and place, 

and 
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and lofs, and purfued only with poifon the founder 
of the Edrifttes who ereded the kingdom and 
city of Fez on the fliores of the weftern ocean 
In the Eaft, the firft dynally was that of the 
Tahcrites ; the pofterity of the valiant Taher, 
who, in the civil wars of the fons of Harun, had 
ferved with too much zeal and fuccefs the caufe of 
Almamon the younger brother. He was fent into 
honourable exile, to command on the banks of 
the Oxus ; and the independence of his fucceflbrs, 
who reigned in Chorafan till the fourth generation, 
was palliated by their model!; and refpedful de- 
meanour, the happinefs of their fubjeds, and the 
fecurity of their frontier. They were fupplanted 
by one of thofe adventurers fo frequent in the 
annals of the Eaft, who left his trade of a brazier 
{from whence the name of Soffarides ) for the pro- 
fellion of a robber. In a nofturnal vifit to the 
treafure of the prince of Siftan, Jacob, the fon of 

>0+ "phe Aglabites and Edrifites are the piofefTed fubjeft ofM. ^ 
Cardonnc (HUt. de I’Afiique cl de TElpagiie fous la Domination des 
Arabes, tom. ii. p. i — 63.). 

tos To efcape the reproach of error, I rauft criticife the inaccura- 
cies of M. de Guignes (tom. i. p. 359.) concerning the Edrifites. 
I, The dynally and city of Fez could not be founded in the year of 
the Hegira 173, fince the founder was a pojfbumous cliild of a de- 
fendant of Ali, who fled from Mecca in the year 168. a. This 
founder, Edi isthe fonofEdris, inftcad of living to the improbable 
age of 120 years, A. H. 313, died A. H. a 14, in the prime of 
manhood. 3. The dynally ended A. H. 307, twenty-three years 
fooner than it is fixed by the hiftorian of the Huns. See the accurate 
Annals of Abulfeda, p. 158, 159. 185. 238. 

106 pi,e dynalties of the Taherites and Soffarides, with the rife 
of that of the Sainanides, are deferibed in the original hiftory and 
Latin verfion of Mirchond : yet the moft interefting fafls had alread]^ 
been drained by the diligence of M. d’Herbelot, 

Leith, 
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Leith, ftumbled over a lump of fait, which he 
unwarily tailed with his tongue. Salt, among the v,.— yip 
Orientals, is the fymbol of hofpitality, and the 
pious robber immediately retired without fpoil or 
damage. The difcovery of this honourable be- 
haviour recommended Jacob to pardon and trull j 
he led an army at firll for his benefador, at lalt 
for himfelf, fubdued Perfia, and threatened the 
refidence of the Abbalfides. On his march to- 
wards Bagdad, the conqueror was arrelled by a 
fever. He gave audience in bed to the ambalTador 
of the caliph ; and befide him on a table were ex- 
pofed a naked fcymetar, a crull of brown bread, 
and a bunch of onions. “ If I die,” faid he, 

“ your mailer is delivered from his fears. If I 
“ live, this mull determine between us. If I am 
“ vanquilhed, I can return without reludance to 
“ the homely fare of my youth.” From the 
height where he Hood, the defcent would not 
have been fo foft or harmlefs : a timely death fe- 
cured his own repofe and that of the caliph, who 
paid with the moll lavilh concelTions the retreat of 
his brother Amrou to the palaces of Shiraz and 
Ifpahan. The Abbalfides were too feeble to con- 
tend, too proud to forgive : they invited the 
powerful dynally of the Safnanides, who^paffed TheSa- 
the Oxus with ten thoufand horfe, fo poor, that 
their llirrups were of wood j fo brave, that they 874—99). 
vanquilhed the Solfarian army, eight times more 
numerous than their own. The captive Amrou 
was fent in chains, a grateful offering to the court 
of Bagdad ; and as the viftor was content with 
the inheritance of Tranfoxiana and Chorafan, the 
VoL. X. G realms 
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C P. realms of Perfia returned for a while to the al- 

t j legiance of the caliphs. The provinces of Syria 

and Egypt were twice difmerabered by their 

flaves, of the race of Toulun and lkjhid'°~^ 

A. D. Thefe Barbarians, in religion and manners the 

TheTknu- countrymen of Mahomet, emerged from the 

dites, bloody factions of the palace to a provincial com- 

93+-— 968- an independent throne : their names 

became famous and formidable in their time ; but 

the founders of thefe two potent dynafties con- 

fclfed, either in words or adions, the vanity of 

ambition. The firft on his death-bed implored 

the mercy of God to a finner, ignorant of the 

limits of his own power : the fecond, in the midll 

of four hundred thoufand foldiers and eight 

thoufand flaves, concealed from every human eye 

' the chamber where he attempted to fleep. Their 

fons were educated in the vices of kings ; and 

both Egypt and Syria were recovered and poflefled 

by the Abbaflldes during an -interval of thirty 

years. In the decline of their empire, Mefopotamia, 

with the important cities of Moful and Aleppo^ 

was occupied by the Arabian princes of the tribe 

The Ha- of Hamadan. The poets of their court could re- 

nia^uites, pg^t without a blufti, that nature had formed 
A.D.Sja. * . 

—1001. their countenances for beauty, their tongues for 
eloquence, and their hands for liberality and 
valour : but the genuine tale of the elev'ation and 
reign of the Hamadaniiciy exhibits a fcene of 
treachery, murder, and parricide. At the fame 

• M. de Guignes (Hift. de$ Huns, tom. iii. p. 114—154.) .has 

exhauAed the Toulonides and Ilcfhidites of Egypt, and thrown fume 
light on the Carmatbians and Hamadanites. 

fatal 
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fatal period, the Perfian kingdom was again ^ ^ ^ P. 
ufurped by the dynafty of the Bowidesy by the L-r-v^ 
fword of three brothers, who, under various 
names, were ftyled the fupport and columns of the A.D.933. 
ftate, and who, from the Cafpian fea to the ocean, 

^ would fuffer no tyrants but themfelves. Under 
their reign, the language and genius of Perfia re- 
vived, and the Arabs, three hundred and four 
years after the death of Mahomet, were deprived 
of the fceptre of the Eaft. 

Rahdi, the twentieth of the Abbaflides, and the Fallen ftate 
thirty-ninth of the fucceflbrs of Mahomet, was ' 

the lad who deferred the title of commander of Bagdad, 
the faithful : the lafl; (fays Abulfeda) who 53^,' &c, 
fpoke to the people, or converfed with the learned : 
the laft who, in the expence of his houfehold, re- 
prefented the wealth and magnificence of the 
ancient caliphs. After him, the lords of the 
Eaftern world were reduced to the mod abjefl 
mifery, and expofed to the blows and infults of a 
fervile condition. The revolt of the provinces cir- ' 
cumferibed their dominions within the walls of 
Bagdad i but that capital dill contained an in^ 



Hie eft ultimiis chalififti qui multum atque f*pius pro con- 
eione peiorarit . . . . Fuit etiam ultimas qui otiiim cum cruditis et 
facetis bominibus fallere hilariterque agere foleret. Ultimas tandem 
chalifaiaim cui fumtus, ftipendia, reditus, ct thefauri, culinse, 
cseteraque omnis aulica pompa priorum chalifarum ad inftar com* 
parata t'ucriiit. Videbimus eiiim paullo poll quam indignis et fer- 
Vilibus ludibriis exagitati, quam ad humilem foitunain ultimttmque 
contemptum abjefti fuerint hi quondam potentiflimi totius terrarum 
Orientalium orbis domini. Abulfed. Anna!. Modem, p. afii. I 
have given this paftage as the manner and tone of Abulfeda, but the 
call of Latin eloquence belongs more properly to Reilke. The 
Arabian hiliorian (p. 155. 257. a6i — 269.283, &c.) has fupplied 
me with the moll interelling lafls of this paragraph. 

, G 2 numerable 
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c ha P. numerable multitude, vain of their pall fortune, 

> ' -I difcontented with their prefent ftate, and opprefled 

by the demands of a treafury which had formerly 
been replenifhed by the fpoil and tribute of nations. 
Their idlenefs was exercifed by faction and con-^ 
troverfy. Under the malk of piety, the rigid 
followers of Hanbal invaded the pleafures of 
domeftic Kfe, burft into ^ the houfes of plebeians 
and princes, fpilt the wine, broke the inllruments, 
beat the muficians, and dilhonoured, with infamous 
fufpicions, the aflbciates of every handfome youth. 
In each profeflion, which allowed room for two 
perfons, the one was a votary, the other an an- 
tagonift, of Ali j and the Abbaflides were awakened 
by the clamorous grief of the feftaries, who denied 
their title and curfed their progenitors. A tur- 
bulent people could only be reprefled by a military 
force j but who could fatisfy the avarice or affert 
the difcipline of the mercenaries themfelves? 
ITie African and the Turkilh guards drew their 
fwords againft each other, and the chief com- 
manders, the emirs al Omra‘‘°, imprifoned or 
depofed their fovereigns, and violated the fanftuary 

•09 Their mailer, on a limilar occafion, ftewed himfelf of a more 
indulgent and tolerating fpirit. Ahmed Ebn Hanbal, the head of 
one of the four orthodox fefls, was born at Bagdad A. H. 164, and 
•died there A. H. *41. He fought and fuffered in the difpute con- 
cerning the creation of the Koran. 

The office of viair was fuperfeded by the emir al Omra, Im- 
perator Imperatorum, a title firll inftituted by Rahdi, and which 
merged at length in the Bowides and Seljukidcs : vefligalibus, et 
tributig et curiis per orones regiones prxfecit, juflitque in omnibus 
fuggellis . nominis ejus in concionibus mentioncm fieri (Abul- 
pharagius, Dynafl. p. 199.}. It is likewife metiuosed by Ehnacih ' 
<P-» 54 > » 550 - 

of 
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of the mofch and haram. If the caliphs efcaped 
to the camp or court of any neighbouring prince, 
tlieir deliverance was a change of fervitude, till 
they were prompted by defpair to invite the 
Bowides, the fultans of Perfia, who filenced the 
factions of Bagdad by their irrefiftible arms. The 
civil and military powers were aflumed by 
Moezaldowlat, the fecond of the three brothers, 
and a llipend of fixty thoufand pounds fterling 
was afligned by his generofity for the private ex- 
pence of the commander of the faithful. But ou 
the fortieth day, at the audience of the ambafladors 
of Chorafan, and in the prefence of a trembling 
multitude, the caliph was dragged from his throne 
to a dungeon, by the command of the ftranger, 
and the rude hands of his Dilemites. His palace 
was pillaged, his eyes were put out, and the mean 
ambition of the Abbaflides afpired to the vacant 
Ration of danger and difgrace. In the fchool of 
adverfity, the luxurious caliphs refumed the grave 
and abllemious virtues of the primitive times. 
Defpoiled of their armour and filken robes, they 
fafted, they prayed, they ftudied the Koran and 
the tradition of the Sonnites j they performed with' 
zeal and knowledge, the fundions of their eccle- 
fiaftical charafter. The refpeft of nations ftill 
waited on the fucceflbrs of the apoftle, the oracles 
of the law and confcience of the faithful ; and the 
Weaknefs or divifion of their tyrants fometimes 
reftored the Abbaffides to the fovereignty of Bag- 
dad. But their misfortunes had been embittered 
by the triumph of the Fatimites, the real or 

G 3 ’ fpurions 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 
fpurious progeny of Ali. Arifing from the ex- 
tremity of Africa, thefe fuccefsful rivals ex- 
tinguifhed, in Eg^^jt and Syria, both the fpiritual 
and temporal authority of the Abbaflides; and the 
monarch of the Nile infulted the humble pontiff on 
the banks of the Tigris. 

In the declining age of the caliphs, in the cen- 
tury which elapfed after the war of Theophilus and 
Motaffem, the hollile tranfaftions of the two na- 
tions were confined to fome inroads by fea and 
land, the fruits of their clofe vicinity and inde- 
lible hatred. But when the Eaftern world was 
convullcd and broken, the Greeks were roufed 
from their lethargy by the hopes of conqueft and 
revenge. The Byzantine empire, fince the ac- 
ceflion of the Balilian race, had repofed in peace 
and dignity ; and they might encounter with their 
entire ftrength the front of fome petty emir, whofe 
rear was affaulted and threatened by his national 
foes of the Mahometari faith. The lofty titles of 
the morning (lar, and the death of the Sara- 
cens were applied in the public acclamations 
to Nicephorus Phocas, a prince as renowned in 
the camp as he was unpopular in the city. In the 
fubordinate ftation of great domeftic, or general 
of the Eaft, he reduced the ifland of Crete, and 
extirpated the nell of pirates who had fo long de- 

i.'r . ; » 

Liutprand, whofe choleric temper was embittered by his 
Wieafy fituation, fuggefts the names of reproach and contempt more 
applicable to Nicephorus than the vain titles of the Greeks, Ecce 
venit ftella roatutina, fui^it Ecus, reverl?erat obtutCi folis radios, 
pallida Saraccnorum mors, Nicephorus 

hed. 
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f%d, tvith impunity, the majefty of the empire 
His military genius was difplayed in the conduft 
and fuccefs of the enterprife, which had fo often 
failed with lofs and diflionour. The Saracens 
were confounded by the landing of his troops on 
fafe and level 'bridges, which he call from the 
velTels to the fhore. Seven months were con- 
fumed in the fiege of Candia ; the defpair of the 
native Cretans was ftimulated by the frequent aid 
of their brethren of Africa and Spain ; and, after 
the mafly wall and double ditch had been ftormed 
by the Greeks, an hopelefs conflift was flill main- 
tained in the ftreets and houfes of the city. The 
whole ifland was fubdued in the capital, and a 
fubmiflive people accepted, without refiftance, the 
baptifm of the conqueror Conftantinople ap- 
plauded the long-forgotten pomp of a triumph ; 
but the Imperial diadem was the foie reward that 
could repay the fervices, or fatisfy the ambition, of 
Nicephorus. ' 



Notwithftandlng the infinuation of Zonaras, xsu ti (Arif 
&c. (tom. ii. 1 . XV). n. 197. )j it is an undoubted faft, that Crete 
was completely and finally fubdued by Nicephoru^ Pliocas (Pagi, 
Crltica, tom. Hi. p. 873—875. Meurfius, Creta, 1 . iii. c, 7. 
tom. Hi. p. 464, 465.). . 

A Greek life of St. Nicon the 'Armenian was found in tht 
Sforza library, and tranflated into Latin by the Jefuit Sirmond for 
the ufe of cardinal Baronins. This contemporary legend calls a ray 
of light on Ct’etc and Peloponncfus in the cenwry. He founti 
the newly recovered illand, foedis detellandse Agarenorum fuper- 
ftitionis vefiigiis adhuc plenam ac refertara .... but the viflorious 
milfionary, perhaps with fome carnal aid, ad baptifmum omney 
veraeque fidei difeiplinara pepiilit. Ecclefiis per totam infulam xdi- 
ficatis, &c. (Annal. Ecclef. A. D. g6i.) 

G4 -Afte> 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL'' 

After, the death of the, younger RomanuSy the v 
fourth in lineal defeent of the Bafilian race, his 
widow Theophania fuccelfively married Nicephorus . 
Phocas and his alTaflin John Zimifees, the ; two 
heroes of the age. They reigned as the guardians 
and colleagues of her infant fons ; and the twelve 
years of their military command form the moll 
fplendid period of the Byzantine annals. The fub- 
jecls and confederates, whom they led to war, 
appeared, at lead in the eyes of an enemy, two , 
hundred thoufand ftrong; and of thefe about 
thirty thoufand were armed with cuiraffes : a 
train of four thoufand mules attended their march ^ 
and their evening camp was regularly fortified 
with an enclofure of iron fpikes. A feries of 
bloody and undecifive combats is nothing more 
than an anticipation of what would have been 
effected in a few years by the courfe of nature ; 
but I fhall briefly profecute the conquefts of the 
two emperors from the hills of Cappadocia to the 
defert of Bagdad. The fieges of Mopfueftia and 
Tarfus in, Cilicia firll exercifed the Ikill and per- ' 
feverance of their troops, on whom, at this' 
moment, I lhall not hefitate to bellow the name 
of Romans, In the double city of Mopfueftia, 
which is divided by the river Sarus, two hundred 
thovdand Moflems were predeftined to death or 
flavery"^, a furprifing degree of population, 

which 

Simacin, Hift. Saracen, p. *78, 179. Liutprand was dif- 
pofed to depreciate the Greek power, yet be owns that Nicephorus 
led againft AfTyria an army of eighty thourand men. 

*** Ducenta fere millia hominum numerabat urbs (Abulfeda, 
AnoaK Moflem. p. a)i.) of lV{opfueItia, or Maiifa, Mampfyfta, 

ManMa, 
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\phich muft at leaft include the inhabitants of the 
dependent diftrifts. They were furrounded and 
taken by afl'ault j but Tarfus was reduced by the 
flow progrefs of famine *, and no fooner had the 
Saracens yielded on honourable terms than they 
were mortified by the diftant and unprofitable 
view of the naval fuccours of Eg^^pt. They were 
difmifled with a fafe-condu£l to the confines of 
Syria ; a part of the old Chriftians had quietly 
lived under their dominion ; and the vacant ha- 
bitations were replenilhed by a new colony. But 
the mofch was converted into a ftable ; the pulpit 
was delivered to the flames ; many rich croffes of 
gold and gems, the fpoil of ' Afiatic churches, 
were made a grateful oflTering to the piety or 
avarice of the emperor ; and he tranfported the 
gates of Mopfueftia and Tarfus, which were fixed 
in the wall of Conftantinople, an eternal monu- 
ment of his viftory. After they had forced and 
fecured the narrow pafles of mount Amanus, the 
two Roman princes repeatedly carried their arms 
into the heart of Syria. Yet, inftead of aflaulting 
the walls of Antioch, the humanity or fuperftition 
of Nicephorus appeared to refpecl: the ancient 
metropolis of the Eaft ; he contented himfelf with 
drawing round the city a line of circumvaHation ; 
left a ftationary army ; and inftrudted his lieute- 
nant to expeft, without impatience, the return of 



ManCfta, Mamifta, a* it is corruptly, or perhaps more corre£Uy, 
ftyled in the middle ages (WelTeling, Itinerar. p. 580.). Yet ] 
cannot credit this extreme populoulhefs a few years after the teftimonj 
of the emperor Leo, Jt yxp iroXicrXnSf* rpotjH roif 

irtk (Taftica, c. xvui. in Meurfii Oper. tom. vi, 

j.. 817.). 

fpring. 
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fpring. But in the depth of winter, in a dark and 
rainy night, an adventurous fubaltern, with three 
hundred foldiers, approached the rampart, applied* 
his fcaling-ladders, occupied two adjacent towers, 
ftood firm againft the preiTure of multitudes, and 
bravely maintained his poll till he v^as relieved by 
the tardy, though effectual, fupport of his re- 
luctant chief. The firfl tumult of daughter and 
rapine fublided ; the reign of Caefar and of Chrift 
was relloreJ ; and the efforts of an hundred 
thoufand Saracens, of the armies of Syria and the 
fleets of Afric, were confumed without effect be- 
fore the walls of Antioch. The royal city of 
j^leppo was fubjeS: to Seifeddowlat, of the dy- 
'iiafty ofHamadan, who clouded his pafl glory by 
the precipitate retreat which abandoned his king- 
dom and capital to the Roman invaders. In his 
{lately palace that flood without the walls of 
Aleppo, they joyfully feized a well-furnifhed ma- 
gazine of arms, a liable of fourteen hundred 
mules, and three hundred bags of filver and gold. 
But the walls of the city withflood the flrokes of 
their battering-rams j and the befiegers pitched 
their tents on the neighbouring mountain of 
Jaufhan. Their retreat exafperated the quarrel of 
the townfmen and mercenaries ; the guard of the 
gates and ramparts was deferted ; and, while 
they furioufly charged each other in the market- 
place, they were furprifed and deflroyed by the 
fword of a common enemy. The male fex was 
exterminated by' the fword ; ten thoufand youths 
V^ere led into captivity ; the weight of the precious 
fpoil. exceeded the ftrength and number of the 
• beads 
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beads of burthen 5 the fuperfluous remainder was 
burnt ; and, after a licentious poffeffion of ten 
days, the Romans marched away from the naked 
and bleeding city. In their Syrian inroads they 
commanded the hulbandmen to cultivate their 
lands, that they themfelves, in the enfuing feafon, 
might reap the benefit : more than an hundred 
cities were reduced to obedience ; and eighteen 
pulpits of the principal mofchs were committed to 
the flames to expiate the facrilege of the difciples 
of Mahomet. The claflic names of Hierapolis, 
Apamea, and Emefa, revive for a moment in the 
lift of conqueft : the emperor Zimifces encamped 
in the paradife of Damafcus, and accepted the 
ranfom of a fubmiflive people ; and the torrent 
was only Hopped by the impregnable fortrefs of 
Tripoli, on the fea-coaft of Phoenicia. Since the 
days of. Heraclius, the Euphrates, below the 
paflage of mount Taurus, had been impervious, 
and almoft invifible, to the Greeks. The river 
yielded a free paflage to the vidorious Zimifces ; 
and the hiftorian may imitate thefpeed with which 
he overran the once famous cities of Samofata, 
Edefla, Martyropolis, Amida and Nifibis, 
the ancient limit of the empire in the neighbour- 
hood of the Tigris. His ardour was quickened 
i>y the defire of grafping the virgin treafures of 



The text of Leo the deacon, in the corrupt names of Emcta 
and Myftarlim, reveals the cities of Amida and Martyropolis 
^Miafarekin. Sec AbulfeJa Geograph, p. 24.5. verf. Reilke). Of 
the former, Leo obferves, urbs raunita et ilhiftrisi of the latter, 
clara atque confpicua opibufque et pecore, reliquis ejus provinces 
usbibus atque oppidis longe praeftant. 

Ecbatana, 
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Ecbatana*'% a well-known name, under which , 
' I the Byzantine writer has concealed the capital of 
the Abbaflides. The conllernation of the fugi- 
tives had already diffufed the terror of his name; 
but the fancied riches of Bagdad had already been 
difiipated by the avarice and prodigality of do- 
Danger of meftic tyrants. The prayers of the people, and 
Bagdad, demands of the lieutenant of the Bowides, 

required the caliph to provide for the defence of 
the city. The helplefs Mothi replied, that his 
arms, his revenues, and his provinces, had been 
torn from his hands, and that he was ready to 
. abdicate a dignity which he was unable to fupport. 
The emir was inexorable; the furniture of the 
palace was fold ; and the paltry price of forty 
thoufand pieces of gold was inftantly confumed in 
private luxury. But the apprehenfions of Bagdad 
were relieved by the retreat of the Greeks : third: 
and hunger guarded the defert of Mefopotamia ; 
and the emperor, fatiated with glory, and laden 
with Oriental fpoils, returned to Conftantinople, 
and difplayed, in his triumph, the filk, the aro- 
matics, and three hundred myriads of gold and 
filver. Yet the powers of the Eaft had been bent, 
not broken, by this tranfient hurricane. After 



Ut ct Ecbatana pergeret Agarenorumque rcgiam evertcret 
.... aiunt enim urbium qua: ufquam funt ac toto orbe exillunt fc- 
liciflTimam eflc auroque ditilFimara (Leo Diacon. apud Pagium, tom. 
iv. p. 34. ). This fplendid defcription fuits only with Bagdad, and 
cannot poflibly apply either to Hamadan, the true Ecbatana (d’An- 
Ville, Geog. Ancienne, tom. ii. p. *37.), or Tauris, which hat 
been commonly millaken for that city. The name of Ecbatana, in 
the fame indefinite fenfe, is transferred by a more clalfic authority 
(Cicero pro Lege Manilia, c. 4.) to th« royal feat of Mithridates, 
king of Pontnt. 

the 
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the departure of the Greeks, the fugitive princes ' ^ P* ' 
returned to their capitals ; the fubjefts difclaimed ^ ^ ' 

their involuntary oaths of allegiance ; the Modems ' 
again purified their temples, and overturned the 
idols of the faints and martyrs ; the Neftorians . 
and Jacobites preferred a Saracen to an orthodox’ 
mailer ; and the numbers and fpirit of the Mel« 
chites were inadequate to the fupport of the church 
and Hate. Of thefe extenfive conquefts, Antioch, 
with the cities of Cilicia and the ille of Cyprus, ' 
was alone rellored, a permanent and ufeful ac* 
cellion to the^Roman empire 



See the Annals of Elmacin, Abulpharagiusi and Abulfeda, 
from A. H. 351, to A. H. 361 ; and the reigns of Nicephorus Pbo- 
cas and John Zimifces, in the Chronicles of Zonaras (tom. ii. 1 . xvit 
p. 199 — 1 . xvii. 115.) and Cedrenus (Corapend. p. 649 — 6S4.), 
Their manifold defefls' are partly fupplied by tl»e MS. hiftory of Leo 
the deacon, which Pagi obtained from the Benediftines, and has in- 
ferted almoft entire, in a Latin verllon (Critica, tom. iii. p. S73. 
loro. iv. p. 37.). 
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State of the Eajlern Empire in the Tenth Century, 
—Extent and Divifion. — Wealth and Revenue, 

■ — Palace of Conflantinople. — Titles and Of- 
fices. — Pride and Power of the Emperors.— 
Tadics of the Greeks^ Arabs, and Franks.— 
Lofs of the Latin Tongue. — Studies and Solitude 
of the Greeks. 
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A RAY of hiftoric light feems to beam from 
the darknefs of the tenth century. We 
open with curiofity and refpe£t the royal volumes 
of Conftantine Porphyrogenitus *, which he com- 
pofed at a mature age for the inftruftion of his 
fon, and which promife to unfold the Rate of the 
Eaftern empire, both in peace and war, both at 
home and abroad. In the firft of thefe works he 
minutely defcribes the pompous ceremonies of 
the church and palace of Conftantinople, ac- 
cording to his own practice and that of his pre- 
deceffors *. In the fecond, he attempts an ac- 
curate 



’ The epithet of Tlop^vpoysvrtrof, Porphyrogenitus, born in the 
purple, is elegantly defined by Claudian : 

Ardua privatos nefeit foituna Penates ; , 

Et regniim cum luce dcdit. Cognala poteftas 
Excepit Tyrlo venerabile pigniis in oftro. 

And Ducange, in his Greek and Latin GlolTaries, produces many 
palTages expreflive of the fame idea. 

* A fplendid MS. of Conftantine, de Cseremoniis Aul* et Ec- 
clefiae Byzantina;, wandered from Conftantinople to Buda, Fraiik- 
fv>rt| and Lcipfic, where it was publilhed in a fplendid edition by 

• Leick 
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curate furvey of the provinces, the themes, as they CHAP, 
were then denominated, both of Europe and Afia^. . ‘ , 

The fyftem of Roman tallies, the difeipline and 
order of the troops, and the military operation* 
by land and fea, are explained in the third of 
thefe didaftic colleftions, which may be aferibed 
to Conftantine or his father Leo In the fourth, 
of the adrainiftration of the empire, he reveals the 
fecrets of the Byzantine polity, in friendly or 
hoftile intercourfe with the nations of the earth. 

The literary labours of the age, the pradHcal fyf- 
tems of law, agriculture, and hiftory, might re- 
dound to the benefit of the fubjetl and the honour 
of the Macedonian princes. The fixty books of 
the Bafilics the code and pandedls of civil jurif- 

prudence, 

Leich and Reiike (A. D. 1751, in folio), with fiich lavifli praife ai 
editors never fail to beftow on the worthy or worthlefs objefl of their 
toil. 

s See, in the firft voKitne of Banduri’s Imperinra Oricntale, Con- 
ftantinius de Thematibus, p. 1—24, de Adminiftrando Iniperio, 
p. 45—127. edit, Venet. The text of the old edition of Meurfins it 
correfied from a MS. of the royal library of Paids, which Ifaac Cafau. 
bon had formerly feen (Epift.’ad Polybiuin, p. 10.), and the fenfe i» 
illudrated by two maps of William Dellille, the prince of gcographeri, 
til] the appearance of the greater d’Anville. 

The Taftics of Leo and Conftantine are publifhed with the aid of 
feme new MSS. in the great edition of the works of Meiirfius, by thp 
learned John Lami (tom. vi. p. 531 — 920. 1211 — 1417- Florent. 

*745), 3'et the text is ftill eomipt and mutilated, the verfion is ftill 
cbfeure and faulty. The Imperial library of Vienna would afford 
fome valuable materials to a new editor (f abrif . Bibliot. Grxe. torn, 
vi. p. 369, 370.). 

* On the fubjeft of the Ba/ilics, Fabricius (Bibliot. Grasc. tom. 
xii. p. 425—514'.), and Heineccius (Hilt. Juris Romani, p. 39^-^ 

399.), and Giannone (Iftotia civile di Napoli, tom. i. p. 450—458.), 
as hiftorical civilians may be ufefully coiifidted. xli books of this 
Greek code have been publifhed, witli a Latin verfion, by CharlM 
AA 9 tl ?4 Fa)?rottu» (Paris 1647), in feven tomes in folio j iv other 

books 
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P Lin gradually framed in the three firfi 

reigns of that profperous dynafty. The art of 
agriculture had amufed the leifure, and exercifed 
the pens, of the bell and wifeft of the ancients } 
and their chofen precepts are comprifed in the 
twenty books of the Geoponics^ of Conftantine. 
At his command, the hiftorical examples of vice 
and virtue were methodifed in fifty- three books % 
and every citizen might apply, to his contempora- 
ries or himfelf, the leflbn or the warning of pall 
times. From the auguft charafter of a legiflator, 
the fovcreign of the Eaft defcends to the more 
humble office of a teacher arid a fcribe : and if 



his fucceflbrs and fubjecls were regardlefs of his 
paternal cares, ive may inherit and enjoy the ever- 
lafting legacy. 

Their Im- A clofer furvey will indeed reduce the value of 

gratitude of pollerity : in the 
polTeffion of thefe Imperial treafures, we may ftill 
deplore our poverty and ignorance ; and the fading 
glories of their authors will be obliterated by in- 



books have fince been difcovered, and are inferted in Gerard Meer- 
man's Novus Thefaurns Juris Civ. et Canon, tom. v. Of the whole 
work, the fixty books, Joint Leuncbvius has printed (Balil, 1575J 
eclogue, or fynopfis. The cxiii novels, or new laws, of Leo, 
may be found in the Corpus Juris Civilis. 

• I have uled the laft and beft edition of the Geoponics (by Nicolas 
Niclas, Lipftae, 1781, a vols. in oflavo). I read in the preface, that 
the fame emperor reftored the long -forgotten fyllems of rhetoric and 
philofophy : and his two books of Hippiatrica, or Horfe-phyfic, were 
publilbed at Faris, 1530, in folio (Fabric. Bibliot. Grxe. tom. vi. 

P- 493— S°o-)- 

^ Of tliefe Liii books, or titles, only two have been preferved and 
printed, de Legationibus (by Fulvius Urllnus, Antwerp, 1582, and 
Daniel Hsefchelius, Auguft. Vindel. 1603), and de Veritutibus et 
Vitiis (by Henry Valefius, or de Valois, Paiis, 1634). 

differeiKc ' 
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difference or contempt. The Bafilics ■will fink to C H A p. 

^ . . LIII. 

a broken copy, a partial and mutilated verfion in > ^ ‘ .. 

the Greek language, of the la'w^s of Juftinlan ; but 
the fenfe of the old civilians is often fuperfeded by 
the influence of bigotry : and the abfolute prohi- 
bition of divorce, concubinage, and intereft for 
money, enllaves the freedom of trade and the hap- 
pinefs of private life. In the hiftorical book, a 
I fubjeft of Conflantine might admire the inimitable 
virtues of Greece and Rome : he might learn to 
w hat a pitch of energy and elevation the human 
charader had formerly afpired. But a contrary 
effect muff have been produced by a new edition^ 
of the lives of the faints, -which the great logothete 
or chancellor of the empire was directed to pre- 
pare : and the dark fund of fuperffition was en- 
riched by the fabulous and florid legends of Simon 
the Metaphrajl The merits and miracles of the 
whole calendar are of lefs account in the eyes of 
a fage than the toil of a Angle hulbandman, who 
multiplies the gifts of the Creator, and fupplies the 
food of his brethren. Yet the royal authors of 
the Geoponics were more ferioufly employed in ex- 
pounding the precepts of the deffroying art, which 
has been taught fince the days of Xenophon as 

,the 

® The life and writings of Simon Metapbraflcs are defcribed by 
Kankius (de Scriptoribus Byzant. p. 418 — 460.). This biographer ■ 
of the faints indulged himfelf in a loofe paraphrafe of the fenfe or non- 
fenfe of more ancient afts. His Greek rhetoric is again paraphrafed '' 
in the Latin verfion of Surius, and fcarcely a thread can be now vifi- 
ble of the original texture. * 

9 According to tlie firft book of the Cyropaedia, profeflbrs of tac- 
tics, a fmal! part of the feientie of war, were already Inftituted in 
Perha, by which Greece muft be underftood. A good edition of all 
VoL. X. H tlte 
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CHAP, the art of heroes and kin^s. But the Tastes of 
LI/I. . ° 

1 * ; Leo and Conftantine are mingled with the bafer 

alloy of the age in which they lived. It was defti- 
lute of original genius; they implicitly tranferibe 
the rules and maxims which had been confirmed 
by viftories. It was unfkilled in the propriety of 
ftyle and method ; they blindly confound the moft 
diflant and difeordant inftitutions, the phalanx of 
Sparta and that of Macedon, the legions of Cato 
and Trajan, of Augullus and Thcodofius. Even 
the ufe, or at leaft the importance, of thefe mili* 
tary rudiments may be fairly quelHoned : their 
general theory is dictated by reafon ; but the merit, 
t as w'ell as difficulty, confifts in the application. 
The difeipline of a foldier is formed by exercife 
rather than by fludy ; the talents of a commander 
are appropriated to thofe calm though rapid 
minds, w'hicli nature produces to decide the fate 
of armies and nations : the former is the habit of 
a life, the latter the glance of a moment ; and the 
battles won by leffons of tafHcs may be numbered 
with the epic poems created from the rules of cri- 
ticifm. The book of ceremonies is a recital, tedi- 
ous yet imperfeft, of the defpicable pageantry 
' which had infeefed the church and (late fince the 
gradual decay of the purity of the one and the 
pow'er of the other. A review of the themes- 
or povinces might promife fuch authentic and 
' 'ufeful information, as the curiofity of govern- 
'ment only can obtain, inftead of traditipnary fa- 

ilie Scriptores Ta£Uci would be a taf.: not nnwortUy oF a I'cliolai'. His 
indultry might difeover feme new MSS. and his karnirg might il!u'- 
trate the nailitafy hiftory of the ancients. But this fchoiai rtiould bt 
likewifc a folditr; and, alas ! Quin;us Icillus is no moie. 

Lies 



X 
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bles on the origin of the cities, and malicious epi- 
grams on the vices of their inhabitants'®. Such 
information the hiftorian would have been pleafed 
to record ; nor Ihould his filence be condemned if 
the moft interefting objeds, the population of the 
capital and provinces, the amount of the taxes and 
revenues, the numbers of fubjefts and ftrangers 
who ferved under the Imperial ftandard, have 
been unnoticed by JL.eo the philofopher, and his 
fon Conftantine. His treatife of the public admi- 
niftration is ftained with the fame blemilhes ; yet 
it is diferiminated by peculiar merit : the antiqui- 
ties of the nations may be doubtful or fabulous ; 
but the geography and manners of the Barbaric 
world are delineated with curious accuracy. Of 
thefe nations, the Franks alone were qualified to 
obferve in their turn, and to deferibe, the metro- 
polis of the Eaft. The ambafiador of the great 
Otho, a bilhop of Cremona, has painted the ftate 
of Conflantinople about the middle of the tenth 
century : his llyle is glowing, his narrative lively, 
his obfervation keen ; and even the prejudices and 
paflions of Liutprand are ftamped with an original 



CHAP. 

LIII. 



of Liiit- 
prand. 



After obftTving that the demerit of the Cappadocians rofe in pro- 
portion to their rank and riches, he inferts a more pointed epigram, 
which is atcribed to Demodocus : 

Kxtt n-x^oxr,v noT t^i^vcc xajOi uXXu xai KUrn 

KarSavr, yev(Toi[ji,ti/ri ai/AarSf io/3oA«. 

The fling is precifely the fame with the French epigram againft Freron : 
Un ferpent mordit Jean Freron— Eh bien ? Le ferpent en mourut. 
But as the Paris wits are feldom read in the Anthology, I (hould be 
curious to learn through what channel 'it was conveyed for their imita- 
tion (Conftamin. Porphyrogen. de Themat. c. ii. Brunk, Analeft. 
Grsec, tom. ii..p. 56. Brodsei Anthologia, I. ii. p. 244. )• 

H 2 character 
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CHAP, character of freedom and genius”. From thli 
. . fcanty fund of foreign and domeftic materials I 

fhall inveftigate the form and fubflance of the By- 
zantine empire; the ^provinces and wealth, the 
civil government and military force, the charadfer 
and literature, of the Greeks in a period of fix 
hundred years, from the reign of Heraclius to the 
fuccefsful invafion of the Franks or Latins. 

The After the final divifion between the fons of 

prOTinKr* Theodofius, the fwarms of Barbarians from Scy- 
of the em- ^^d Germany overfpread the provinces and 
its limits extinguifhed the empire of ancient Rome. The 
in^evcry -(yeaknefs of Conftantinople was concealed by 
extent of dominion ; her limits were inviolate, or 
’ at leaft entire ; and the kingdom of Juftinian was 
enlarged by the fplendid acquifition of Africa and 
Italy. But the poffeffion of thefe new conquefls 
was tranfient and precarious ; and almofl; a moiety 
of the Eaftern empire was torn away by the arms 
of the Saracens. Syria and Egypt were oppreffed 
by the Arabian caliphs ; and, after the reduclion 
of Africa, their lieutenants invaded and fubdued 
the Roman province which had been changed into 
the Gothic monarchy of Spain. The iflands of 
the Mediterranean were not inaccellible to their 
naval powers ; and it was from their extreme fta- 
tions, the harbours of Crete and the fortrelfes of 
Cilicia, that the faithful or rebel emirs infulted 
the majefty of the throne and capital. The re- 
maining provinces under the obedience of the em- 

\ 

” Tlic Legatio Liutprandl Epilcopi Cremonenfis ail Nicephorma 
Fhocam, is uxtcited iu Mucatorii Scriptores Rerum Italicarum, tom. 
ii. pars i. 

" perors. 
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perors, were caft into a -new mould ; and the jurif- 
diftion of the prefidents, the conlulars, and the 
counts, was fuperfeded by the inftitution of the 
themes'^, or military governments, which pre- 
vailed under the fucceffors of Heraclius, and are 
defcribed by the pen of the royal author. Of the 
twenty- nine themes, twelve in Europe and feven- 
teen in Alia, the origin is obfcure, the etymology 
doubtful or capricious ; the limits were arbitrary 
and fluctuating ; but fome particular names that 
found the mofl: ftrangely to our ear were derived 
from the character aijd attributes of the troops 
that were maintained at the expence, and for the 
gtiard, of the refpe£tive divifions. The vanity of 
the Greek princes moll eagerly grafped the ftiadow 
of conquell and the memory of loft dominion. A 
new Mefopotamia was created on the weftern fide 
of the Euphrates : the appellation and praetor of 
Sicily were transferred to a narrow flip of Cala- 
bria ; and a fragment of the dutchy of Beneven- 
tum was promoted to the ftyle and title of the 
theme of Lombardy. In the decline of the Ara- 
bian empire, the fucceflTors of Conftantine might 
indulge their pride in more folid advantages. The 
vidtories of Nicephorus, John Zimifces, and Bafil 
the fecond, revived the fame and enlarged the 
boundaries of the Roman name : the province of 
Cilicia, the metropolis of Antioch, the iflands of 

See Conftantine de Theniatibus, in Banduri, tomj i. p. j — 30. 
wbo owns, that the word is JiJC 7 roc\a,ix< is ufed by Maurice 

(Stratagem. 1, ii. c. 2.) fora legion, from whence the name was ealily 
transferi'cd to its port or province (Ducange, tiloft'. Graec. tom. i, 
p. 487, 488.). Some etymologies are attempted for the Opfician, 
Optinialian, Thracelian, themes. 

H 3 Crete 



CHAP. 

LIII. 
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CHAP. Crete and Cyprus, were reftored to 'the allegiance 

Caefar : one third of Italy was an- 
nexed to the throne of Conftantinople ; the king- 
dom of Bulgaria was deflroyed ; and the lall fove- 
reigns of the Macedonian dynafty extended their 
fway from the fources of the Tigris to the neigh- 
bourhoo'd of Rome. In the eleventh century, the 
profpeft was again clouded by new enemies and 
new misfortunes ; the relics of Italy were fwept 
away by the Norman adventurers ; and almoft all 
the Afiatic branches were dilTevered from the 
Roman trunk by the Turkifli conquerors. After 
thefe Ioffes, the emperors of the Comnenian 
family continued to reign from the Danube to 
Peloponefus, and from Belgrade to Nice, Trebi- 
zond, and the winding ftream of the Meander. 

« The fpacious provinces of Thrace, Macedonia, 
and Greece, were obedient to their fccptre ; the 
poffeflion of Cyprus, Rhodes, and Crete, was ac- 
companied by the fifty illands of the Algean or 
Holy Sea ; and the remnant of their empire 
tranfcends the meafure of the largeft of the Euro- 
pean kingdoms. 

The^ fame princes might affert, with dignity and 
truth, that of all the monarchs of Chriftendom 

ij Ayiof wfXayof, as it is ftylcd by the modern Greeks, from 
which the cori"upt names of Archipelago, I'Archipel, andtljc Arches, 
have been transformed by geogiaphers and fearoen (d'Anville, Geo- 
graphic Ancienne, tom. i. p. iSi. Analyfe de la Carte de la Grece, 
p. 6o.). The numbers of monks or caloyers in all the iflands and 
the adjacent mountain of Athos ( Ohfervations de Bclon, fol. 32, 
verfo), monte fanto, might juftify the epithet of holy, fliyisr, a flight 
alteration from the original xiyxio^, impofed by the Dcriins, whot^ 

Jn tlieir dialefl, gave the figurative name of aiyse, or goats, to Ute 
bounding yraves (Vofllus, apud Ctllaiiuin, Gcograph. Antiq. tom. i. 

■ P- . ' ' 

they 
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they poflelTed the greateft city the moft ample 
revenue, the mod llourifhing and populous date. 
With the decline and fall of the empire, the cities 
of the Weft had decayed and fallen ; nor could 
the ruins of Rome, or the mud walls, wooden, 
hovels, and narrow precinds, of Paris and Lon- 
don, prepare the Latin ftranger to contemplate 
the fituation and extent of Conftantinople, her 
ftatcly palaces and churches, and the arts and 
luxury of an innumerable people. Her treafures 
might attraft, but her virgin ftrcugth had repelled, 
and (fill promifed to repel, the audacious invafion 
of the Perfian and Bulgarian, the Arab and the 
Ruffian. The provinces were iefs fortunate and 
impregnable; and few diftrifts, few cities, could 
be difeovered which had not been violated by fome 
fierce Barbarian, impatient to defpoil, becaufe he 
w'as hopelefs to poffieis. From the age of Juftinian 
the Eaftern empire was finking below its former 
level : the powers of deftruction were more aftive 
than thofe of 'improvement ; and the calamities of 
war were embittered by the more permanent evils 
of civil and ecclefiaftical tvrannv. The captive 
who had efcaped from the Barbarians was often 
ftripped and iinprifoned by the minifters of his 
fovereign : the Greek fuperftitlon relaxed the^ 

mind by prayer, and emaciated the body by faft- 
ing ; and the multitude of convents and feftivals 
diverted many hands and many days from the tem- 
poral fervice of mankind. Yet the fubjedls of the 

AccorJing to the Jewi.'li traveller who had vifited Europe and 
ACa, Conftarttinopie was cr,ualied only by Bagdad, the great city of 
the rfmaelites (Voyage de Benjamin dc Tu^ltlc, par Baiatier, toiii. i. 
f. p. 46.). 

II 4 Byaamlne 
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CHAP. Byzantine empire were ftill the moft dextrous 

. , and diligent of nations ; their country was bleffed 

by nature with every advantage of foil, climate, 
and fituation ; and, in the fupport and reftoration 
pf the arts, their patient and peaceful temper was 
more ufeful than the warlike fpirit and feudal 
anarchy of Europe. The provinces that ftill ad. 
hered to the empire were repeopled and enriched 
by the misfortunes of thofe which were irrecovera* 
bly loft. From the yoke of the caliphs, the Ca- 
tholics of Syria, F.gypt, and Africa, retired to 
the allegiance of their prince, to the fociety of ' 
their brethren ; the moveable wealth, which 
eludes the fearch of oppreflion, accompanied and 
alleviated their exile ; and Conllantinople received 
into her bofom the fugitive trade of Alexandria 
and Tyre. The chiefs of Armenia and Scythia, 
who fled from hoftile or religious perfecution, 
were hofpitably entertained : their followers were 
encouraged to build new cities and to cultivate 
wafte lands ; and many fpots, both in Europe 
and Afia, preferved the name, the manners, or 
at leaft the memory, of thefe national colonies. 
Even the tribes of Barbarians, who had feated 
themfelves in arms on the territory of the empire, 

' were gradually reclaimed to the laws of the church 
and ftatej and as long as they were feparated 
from the Greeks, their pofterity fupplied a race of 
faithful and obedient foldiers, Did we poflTefs 
fufficient materials to furvey the twenty-nine 
themes of the Byzantine monarchy, our curiofity 
might be fatisfied with a chofen example : it is 
fortunate enough that the cleareft light fliould be 

thrown 
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thrown on the mofl; interefting province, and the chap. 
name of Pkloponesus will awaken the attention > . 

of the claffic reader. 

As early as the eighth centuiy, in the troubled state of 
reign of the Iconoclafts, Greece, and even Pelo- 
ponefus'5, were overrun by fome Sclavonian bands vonians. 
who outftripped the royal ftandard of Bulgaria. 

•The ftrangers of old, Cadmus, and Danaus, and 
Pelops, had planted in that fruitful foil, the feeds 
of policy and learning ; but the favages of the 
north eradicated what yet remained of their fickly 
and withered roots. In this irruption, the coun- 
try and the inhabitants were transformed ; the 
Grecian blood was contaminated; and the proudeft 
nobles of Peloponefus were branded with the 
names of foreigners and Jlaves. By the diligence 
of fucceeding princes, the land was in fome mea- ‘ 
fure purified from the Barbarians ; and the hum- 
ble remnant was bound by an oath of obedience, 
tribute, and military fervice, which they often 
renewed and often violated. The fiege of Patras 
was formed by a fingular concurrence of the Scla- 
vonians of Peloponefus and the Saracens of Africa. 

Jn their lad diftrefs, a pious fiftion of the ap- 
proach of the prjEtor of Corinth, ‘revived the cou- 
rage of tfie citizens. Their fally was bold and 



*s Er 0 A«j 3 w 9 *! 7r*(r* « xa» yiyovt ( 3 «pj 3 «pof, 

fays Conftantine (Thematibus, 1 . ii. c. 6. p. >5.), in a ftyle as barba- 
rous as the idea, which he confirms, as ufual, by a foolifh epigram. 
The epitoraizer of Strabo likewife obfcrves, x«i v\iv it ttmocv 
Hirfipoi/, xai K\AotSa.<i^t$ov x«i Maxt^owav, xai 
YltAoirovritrov Sxu6*t ZxAcifiot vtfJ.oi/r»i (1. vii. p. 98. edit. 
Hudfon) 1 a pafTage which leads Dodwel! a weary dance (Geograph, 
^inor. tom. ii. dilTcrt. vi. p. 170 — 191.), to enumerate the inroads of 
tlieSclavi, and to fix the date (.'V. D. 980) of this petty geographer. 

fuccefsful j 
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fnccefsful ; the ftrangers embarked, the rebels 
fubmitted, and the glory of the day was aferibed 
to a phantom or a ftranger, who fought in the 
foremoft ranks under the character of St. Andrew 
the apofllc. The fnriue which contained his re- 
lics was decorated with the- trophies of vidtory, 
and the captive race was for ever devoted to the fer- 
vice and valTalage *of the metropolitan church of 
Patras. By the revolt of two Sclavonian tribes in 
the neighbourhood of Kelos and Lacedaemon, the 
peace of the peninfula was often difturbed. They 
fometimes infulted the weaknefs, and fometimes 
refifted the oppreffion, of the Byzantine govern- 
ment, till at length the approach of their hoftile 
brethren extorted a golden bull to define the rights 
and obligations of the Ezzerites and Milengi, 
whofe annual tribute was defined at twelve hun- 
dred pieces of gold. From thefe ftrangers the 
Imperial geographer has accurately diftinguifhed a 
domeftic and perhaps original race, who, in fome 
degree, might derive their blood from the much 
injured Helots. The liberality of the ^ Romans, 
and cfpecially of Auguftus, had enfranchifed the 
maritime cities from the dominion of Sparta ; and 
the continuance of the fame benefit ennobled them 
with the title oi Ektithero, or free-Laconians'®. In 
the time of Conftantine Porphyrogenitus, they had 
acquired the name of Mainotes^ under which they 
difhonour the claim of liberty by the inhuman 
pillage of all that is fhipwrecked on their rocky 
Iliores. Their territory, barren of corn, but fruit- 

Strabon. Gcograph. 1 . viii. p. 561. Paufanias, GrX'C. De- 
feriptio, 1. iii, c. ai, p. *64, 265. PJin, Hilt. Natur. 1 . iir. c. 8. 

^ ^ ful 
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ful of olives, extended to the, Cape of Malea; they chap. 
accepted a chief or prince from the Byzantine . , 

praetor, and a light tribute of four hundred pieces 
of gold was the badge of their immunity rather 
than of their dependence. The freemen of Laco- 
nia affumed the charafter of Romans, and long 
adhered to the religion of the Greeks. By the 
zeal of the emperor Bafil, they were baptized in 
the faith of Chrift : but the altars of Venus and 
Neptune had been crowned by thefe ruflic votaries 
five hundred years after they were proferibed in the 
Roman world. In the theme of Peloponefus Cit « snd 
forty cities were ftill numbered, and the declining pcioponc-^ 
date of Sparta, Argos, and Corinth, may be fuf- fus. 
pended in the tenth century, at an equal diflance, 
perhaps, between their antique fplendour and 
their prefent defolation. -The duty of military fer- 
vice either in perfon or by fublHtute, was impofed 
on the lands or benefices of the province ; a fum 
of five pieces of gold was afiTefl'ed on each of the 
fubftantial tenants ; and the fame capitation was 
fhared among feveral heads of inferior value. On 
the proclamation of an Italian war, the Pelopo- 
nefians excufed thcmfelvcs by a voluntary oblation 
of one hundred pounds of gold (four thoufand 
pounds fterling), and a thoufand horfes with their 
arms and trajjjfings. The churches and monaftc- 
ries furnifi'xed their contingent ; a facrilegious pro- 
fit was extorted from the fale of ecclefiadical ho- 
nours, and the indigent bilhop of Lcucadia was 

made 

•r Conftantin, de Actmiiiiltrando Irapcrio, 1 . ii. c. 50, 51, 51. 

The rock of Leucale was tlic foutliern promontory of his ifland 
and diucefe. Had he been die exclufive guariiiaii gf the Lover’s Leap, 

fo 
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CHAP, made refponfible for a penfion of one hundred 
. ^ j pieces oi gold 

Manufac- wealth of the provirifce, and the trull of 

revenue, were founded on the fair and plenti- 
liik, ful produce of trade and manufaclures ; and fome 
fymptoms of liberal pcjlicy may be traced in a law 
which exempts from all perfonal taxes the mari- 
ners of Peloponefus, and the workmen in parch- 
ment and purple. This denomination may be 
fairly applied or extended to the manufaftures of 
linen, woollen, and more efpecially of filk : the 
two former of which had flouidlhed in Greece 
fince the days of Homer ; and the lall was intro*, 
duced perhaps as early as the reign of Juftinian. 
Tliefe arts, which were exercifed at Corinth, 
Thebes, and Argos, afforded food and occupation 
to a numerous people : the men, women, and 
children, were diftributed according to their age 
and ftrength ; and if many of thefe were domeftic 
haves, their mailers, who diredted the work and 
enjoyed the profit, were of a free and honour- 
, able condition. The gifts which a rich and gene- 

rous matron of Peloponefus prefented to the em- 
peror Bafil, her adopted fon, were doubtlefs fa- 
bricated in the Grecian looms. Danielis bellowed 
a carpet of fine wool, of a pattern which imitated 
the fpots of a peacock’s tail, of a magnitude 
to overfpread the floor of a new church, eredled 
in the triple name of Chrill, of Michael the arch- 

fo well known to the readers of Ovid (Epift. Sappho) and the Specta- 
tor, he might have been the richeft prehite of the Greek chtirch. 

'9 Leucatenfismihi juravLt epifeopus, quotannis ecclefiam fuam de- 
here Nicephoro aiircos centum perfolverc, fimiliter et ceteras plus mi- 
liujfvc tccundum vires I'uas (Liutprand in Legal, p, 489.). 

angel. 
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angel, and of the prophet Elijah. She gave fix: ^ 
hundred pieces of filk and linen, of various ufe . ^ ’ j 

and denomination : the filk was painted with the 
Tyrian dye, and adorned by the labours of the 
needle ; and the linen w^as fo exquifitely fine, that 
an entire piece might be rolled in the hollow of a 
cane In his defcription of the Greek manu- 
fadures, an hiftorian of Sicily difcriminates their 
price, according to the w’eight and quality of the 
lilk, the clofenefs of the texture, the beauty of the 
colours, and the tafte and materials of the em- 
broidery. A fingle, or even a double or treble 
thread was thought fufficient for ordinary fale ; 
but the union of fix threads compofed a piece of 
ftronger and more coftly workmanlhip. Among 
the colours, he celebrates, with affectation of elo- 
quence, the fiery blaze of the fcarlet, and the 
fofter luftre of the green. The embroidery w as 
raifed either in filk or gold : the more fimple or- 
nament of ftripes or circles was furpalfed by the 
nicer imitation of flowers: the veftments that w^ere 
fabricated for the palace or the altar often glittered 
with precious ftones ; and the figures were deli- 
neated in firings of Oriental pearls Till the 

twelfth 

See ConftanUne (In Vit. Bafil. c. 74, 75> 76. p. 195. J97. ii» 

Script, poll Thcophanem), who allows himfelf to ufe many technical or 
barbarous words : barbarous, fays he, tui/ n-o\Auu oc/xx^i^ 
yasp stti toutoij xoivoKenrini. Ducange labours on fome; 
but he was not a weaver. 

The manufaftures of Palermo, as they are defcribed by Hugo 
Falcandus (Hill, Sicula in proem, in Muratori Script, Rerum Itali- 
carum, tom. v. p. 256.), is a copy of thofe of Greece. Without 
tranfcribing his declamatory fentences, which I have foftened in the 
text, 1 lhall obfervc, that in this palTage, the itrange word exartntaf- 

mata 
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twelfth century, Greece alone, of all the coun- 
tries of Chriftendom, was poflefled of the infeff 
who is taught by nature, and of the workmen 
who are inftrucied by art, to prepare this elegant 
luxury. But the fecret had been ftolen by the 
dexterity and diligence of the Arabs : the caliphs 
of the Eall and Well fcorned to borrow from the 
unbelievers their furniture and apparel ; and two 
cities of Spain, Almeria and Lilbon, were famous 
for the manufadlure, the ufe, and perhaps the ex- 
portation, of filk. It was firll introduced into 
Sicily by the Normans ; and this emigration of 
trade dillinguilhes the viftory of Roger from the 
uniform and fruitlefs hollilities of every age. After 
the fack of Corinth, Athens, and Thebes, his 
lieutenant embarked with a captive train of wea- 
vers and artificers of both fexes, a trophy glorious 
to their mailer, and difgraceful to the Greek em- 
peror **. The king of Sicily was not infenfible of 
the value of the prefent ; and, in the rellitution 
of the prifoners, he excepted only the male and 
female manufadurers of Thebes and Corinth, who 
labour, fays the Byzantine hiltorian, under a bar- 

mata is very properly changed for exanthmata by CariCus, the firft . 
editor. Falcandus lived about the year 1190. 

Inde ad interiora Graeciae progreffi Corinthum, Thebas, Athe- 
oas, amiqua nobilitate celebrcs expugnaut ; et maxima ibidem prseda 
diiepta, opifiocs etiam qui fericos pannos texere folent, ob ignomi- 
niam Imperatoris illius, fuique principis gIoriam> captivos dcducunt. 
QposP.ogetius, in Palermo Siciliae metropoli collocans, artemtexendi 
fuos edocere praecepit ; et exhinc pisedifta ars ilia, prius a Grscis 
tantum inter ChrilUanos habita, Komanis patcre coepit ingeniis (Otho 
Frifingen. de Geftis Frederici I. 1, i. c. 33. in Muratori Script. Ital. 
tom. vi. p. 66S.). This exception allows the bilhop to' celebrate 
LiiLon and Alnicria in licricoruin pannoium opificio prajnobililTimse 
(iq ChroD, apud Muratori, Auiiuii d'ltalia, tom. ix. p. 4.15.). 

barous 
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fcarous lord, like the old Eretrians in the fervice* c H a,p. 
of Darius A (lately edifice, in the palace of i 

Palermo, was erecled for the ufe of this indultri-* 
ous colony ; and the art was propagated by their 
children and difciples to fatisfy the encreafing de» 
raand-of the weftern world. The decay of the 
'looms of Sicily may be afcribed to the troubles of 
the idand, and the competition of the Italian cities. 

In the year thirteen hundred and fourteen, Lucca 
alone, among her filler republics, enjoyed the lu- 
crative monopoly *5. A domellic revolution dif- 
perfed the manufacturers to Florence, Bologna, 

Venice, Milan, and even the countries beyond 
the Alps ; and thirteen years after this event, the 
(latutes of Modena enjoin the planting of mulberry 
trees, and regulate the duties on raw filk The 
northern climates are lefs propitious to the educa- 
tion of the filk-worm ; but the indultry of France 
and England is fuppliei^ and enriched by the pro- 
ductions of Italy and China. 

Nicetas in Manuel, 1. ii. c. 8. p. 6j. lie deferibes thefe Greek* 
as Ikitled (ur,Tpm; C(pxiy(ii>, as ?:poc(!c’/oe^oi>Ta{ tm* 

XiXt ypuco/rxf u/ ro>.w^. 

Hugo Falcandus ilyles them nobiles oiFicinas. The Arabs had 
not introduced filk, though they had planted canes and made fugar in 
the plain of Palermo. 

Sec the Life of Caftrucclo Cafiicar.l, not by Machiavel, but by 
Ills more authentic biographer Nicholas Tegriml. Muratori, wlio 
has infeitcd it in tlie xi'l' volume of his Scriptorcs, quotes tliis curious 
patlagein his Italian Antiquities (tom. i. dilfert. xxv. p. 378 .)- 
** From the MS. ftatutes, as they are quoted by Mqralori in hi* 

Italian Antiquities (tom. ii. dilfert. xxx. p. 46 — 48.). 

The broad fdk. manufaflure was eftabliflied in England In the 
year 1620 (Anderfon’s Chronological Deduftion, vol. ii. p. 4.): but 
it is to the revocation of the cdiil of Nantes, that we owe the Spltal- 
ficlJs colony. 

I raufb 
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CH AP.' I muft repeat the Complaint that the vague and 
r , fcanty memorials of the times "will not afford any 
Revenue of juft eftimate of the taxes, the revenue, and the re-* 
erap^r^ fources, of the Greek empire. From every pro- 
vince of Europe and Afia, the rivulets of gold and 
filver difcharged into the Imperial refervoir a copi- 
ous and perennial ftream. The reparation of the, 
branches from the trunk encreafed the relative 
magnitude of Conftantinople ; and the maxims of, 
defpotifm contracted the ftate to the capital, the 
capital to the palace, and the palace to the royal 
perfon. A Jewifh traveller, who vifited the Eaft 
in the twelfth century, is loft in his admiration of 
the Byzantine riches. “ It is here,” fays Benja-.* 
minofTudela, “ in the queen of cities, that the.. 
“ tributes of the Greek empire are annually depo-- 
“ fited, and the lofty towers are filled with pre- 
** cious magazines of filk, purple, and gold. It _ 
“ is faid, that Conftantinople pays each day to 
“ her fovereign twenty thoufand pieces of gold ; 

which are levied on the fhops, taverns,” and 
“ markets, on the merchants of Perfia and Egypt, 
“ of Ruflia and Hungary, of Italy and Spain, 

“ who frequent the capital by fea and land ^®.’* • 
In all pecuniary matters, the authority of a Jew ' 
is doubtlefs refpectable ; but as the three hundred • 
and fixty-five days would produce a yearly income 
exceeding feven millions fterling, I am tempted to 

” I * 

Voyage de Benjamin de Tudele, tom. i. c. 5. p. 44—51. The 
Hebrew text has been tranflateJ into French by that marvellous child 
Baraticr, who has added a volume of crude learning. The errors ami 
fiibions of the jewilh rabbi, are not a fnflicient ground to deny tlie 
reality of .his travels. 

' : - ... .retrench 
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retrench at leaft the numerous feftivals of the c M a p.‘ ■ 
Greek calendar. The mafs of treafure that was i > 
faved by Theodora and Bafil the fecond, will fug- 
geft a fplendid, though indefinite, idea of their 
fupplies and refources. The mother of Michael, 
before (he retired to a cloifter, attempted to check 
or expofe the prodigality of her ungrateful fon, 
by a free and faithful accovmt of the wealth which 
he inherited; one hundred and nine thoufand 
pounds of gold, and three hundred thouland of 
filver, the fruits of her own oeconomv and that of 
her deceafed hufband The avarice of Bafil is 
not lefs renowned than his valour and fortune : his 
viftorious armies were paid and rewarded without 
breaking into the mafs of two hundred thoufand 
pounds of gold (about eight millions fterling), 
which he had buried in the fubterraneous vaults 
of the palace ^°. Such accumulation of treafure is 
rejeftcd by the theory and practice of modern 
policy; and we are more apt to compute the na- 
tional riches by the ufe and abufe of the public 
credit. Yet the maxims of antiquity are ftill em. 
braced by a monarch formidable to his enemies ; 
by a republic refpeQable to her allies ; and both 
have attained their refpedive ends, of military 
^ower, and domeftic tranquillity. 

Whatever might be confumed for the prefent Pompsnd 
wants, or referved for the future ufe, of the ftate, 
the firft and mofl facred demand was for the 

See the continuator of Theophanes (]. iv. p, 107.), Cedrenu,s 
<P- 544..), and Zonarai (tom. li. 1 . xvi. p. i 57 -)- 

3 ° Zonoras (tom. ii. 1. xvii. p. ai5.), initead of pounds, ufes the 
more clafTic appellation of talents, which, in a literal fenfe and ftri£t 
computation, wotild multiply fixty fold the treafure of Bad. 

Vox,. X. I pomp 
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c H^A P. pomp and pleafure of the emperor ; and his dif- 
1 ’ > cretion only could define the mcafure of his pri- 

vate expcnce. The princes of Conftantinople 
were far removed from the fimplicity of nature ; 
yet, with the revolving feafons, they were led by 
tafie or fafhion to withdraw to a purer air, from 
the fmoke and tumult of the capital. They en- 
joyed, or affected to enjoy, the ruftic feftival of 
the vintage ; their leifure was amufcd by the ex- 
ercifq of the chafe and the calmer occupation of 
fifliing, and, ill the .fummer heats, they were 
{haded from the fun, and refrefhed by the cooling 
breezes from the fea. The coafts* and iflands of 
Afia and Europe were covered with their magni- 
ficent villas : but, inflead of the niodcfl art which 
fecretly drives to hide itfelf and to decorate the 
fcenery of nature, the marble ftrufture of their 
gardens ferved only to expofe the riches of the 
lord, and the labours of the architeO:. The fuc-- 
ceffive cafualties of inheritance and forfeiture, had 
rendered the fovereign proprietor of many {lately 
houfes in the city and fuburbs, of which twelve 
were appropriated to the miniflers of date ; but 
Thepalace the great palace the centre of the Imperial 
refidence, was fixed during eleven centuries to the 
fame pofition, between the hippodrome, the ca- 
thedral of St. Sophia, and the gardens, which 
X defcended by many a terrace to the ihores of the 

For a copious and minute defcription of the Imperial palace, 
fee the Conilantinop. Chriltiana (I. ii. c. 4. p. 113— -1x3.) of Du- 
cange, the Tillemont of the middle ages. Never has laborious 
Germany produced two antiquarians more laborious and accurate, 
than tbel'e two natives of lively France. 

Propontis* 
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Propontis. The primitive edifice of the firft Con- chap. 
ftantine was a copy or rival of ancient Rome ; the 
gradual improvements of his fucceffors afpired to 
emulate the"Vonders of the old world 3^, and in 
the tenth century, the Byzantine palace excited 
the admiration, at leaft of the Latins, by an un- 
queftionable pre-eminence of ftrength, fize, and 
magnificence 33. But the toil and treafure of fo 
many ages had produced a vaft and irregular pile : 
each feparate building was marked with the cha- 
rafter of the times and of the founder ; and the 
want of fpace might excufe the reigning monarch 
who demolifhed, perhaps with fecret fatisfadiiion, 
the; works of his predecefTors. The ceconomy of 
the emperor Theophilus allowed a more free and 
ample fcope for his domeftic luxury and fplendour. 

A favourite ambalfador who* had aftonilhed the* 
Abbaflides themfelves by his jA-ide and liberality, 
prefented on his return the model of a palace, 
which the caliph of Bagdad had recently conftru(a- 
ed on the banks of the Tigris. The model was 
inftantly copied and furpalfed : the new buildings 
of Theophilus 3 were accompanied with gardens, 

3 * The Byzantine palace furpalTcs the Capitol, the palace of Per- 
gamus, the Ruhnian wood <x,ynXfji,et)f the temple of 

Adrian at Cyzicus, the pyramids, the Pbarus, &c, according to an 
epigram (Antholog. Grsec. 1 . iv. p. 4.88, 489. Brodxi, apud 
Wechel) afcribed to Julian, ex'-praefe£l of Egypt. Seventy-one of 
his epigrams, fome lively, are colleiled in Brunck (Analefl. Grxc. 
tom. ii. p. 49S— ‘Sio.) ; but this is wanting. 

33 Conftantinopolitanum Palatium non pulcbritudine folum, veruni 
etiam fortitudine, omnibus quas unquam videram munitionibua 
prxftat (Liutprand, Hift. 1 . v. c. 9. p. 465.). 

34 See the anonymous continuator of Theophanes (p. 59. 61. 86.), 

whom I have followed in the neat and concife abilra^ of Le Beau 
(Hift. du Bas-Empire, tom. xiv. p. 436, 438.), ' 

- • la and 
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CHAP, and wltK'^five^ churches, one of which was con- 
. fpicubus for fize and beauty : it was crowned with 

three domes, the roof of gilt brafs repofed on 
columns of Italian marble, and the walls were in* 
crufted with marbles of various colours. In the 
face of the church, a feipi-circular portico, , of the 
figure and name of the Greek ftgnui was fupported 
by fifteen columns of Phrygian marble, and the 
fubterraneous vaults were of a fimilar conftruftion. 
The fquare before the figma was decorated with a 
fountain, and the margin of the bafon was lined 
and encompaffed with plates of filver. In the be- 
ginning of each feafon, the bafon, inftead of 
water, was repleniihed with the moft exquifite 
. fruits, which were abandoned to the populace for 

' the entertainment of the prince. He enjoyed this 
tumultuous fpeftacle from a throne refplendent 
with gold and gemS, which was ralfed by a marble 
ftair-cafe to the height of a lofty terrace. Below 
the throne w’ere feated the officers of his guards, 
the magiftrates, the chiefs of the faSions of the 
circus ; the inferior fteps were occupied by the 
people, and the place below was covered with 
' troops of dancers, fmgers, and pantomimes. The 
fquare was furrounded by the hall of juflice, the 
arfenal, and the various offices of bufinefs and 
plcafure ; and the purple chamber was named from 
the annual diftribution of robes of fcarlet and 
purple by the hand of the emprefs herfelf. The 
' long feries of the apartments was adapted to the 
feafons, and decorated with marble and porphyry, 
with painting, ' fculpture, and mofaics, with a 
profufion of gold, filver, and precious ftones. 

' , His 
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His fanciful magnificence employed the fldll and 
patience of fuch artifi:§ as the times could afford : 
but the tafte of Athens would have defpifed their 
frivolous and coftly labours ; a golden tree, with 
its leaves and branches, which fheltered a' multi- 
tude of birds, warbling their artificial notes, 
and two Hons of ■ maffy gold, and of . the 
natural lize, who looked and roared like their 
brethren of the foreft. The fucceflbrs of The- 
ophilus, of the Bafilian and Comnenian dynaflies, 
were not lefs ambitious of leaving forae memorial 
• of their refidence ; and the portion of the palace 
mofi fplendid and augull, was dignified with the 
title of the golden triclinium *5. With becoming 
modedy, the rich and noble Greeks afpired to 
imitate their foverelgn, and when they . paffed 
through the ftreets on horfeback, in their, robes 
of filk and embroidery, they were miftaken by 
the children for kings A matron of Pelopo-’ 
nefus37 who had cherifhed the infant fortunes 
of Bafil the Macedonian, was excited by tender- 
nefs or vanity to vifit the greatnefs of her adopted 
Ibn.t In a journey of five hundred miles from 

In.atireo trIcUnio quae prxftantlor eft pars potcntlfllmus (the 
u/urfer Romanus) degens extents partes (Jiliii) diftribuerat (Lint- 
prand. Hift. ,]. v. c. 9. p. 469.). For tliis lax lignification of 
TneUnium (xdWicuun tria vet plura xXiVt! fcilicct ctyt complerflens), 
fte Ducange (Gloiff. Grxc, et Obfervatiops fur Joinvilk, p. 240.^ 
and Reilke (ad Conftantlnum de Ceremoniis, p. 7.^. 

In equis vefti (fays Benjatpin of Tudela) reguip filils videntur 
perfimiles. I prefer the Latin verfton of Conftantine I’Empereur (p. 
46.), to the French of Baratier (tojn, i. p. 49.). 

^ See tha account 'of 'her journey, munificence, and teftafijent, in 
tlx Life of Bafil, by his grandlbn ConftaBtine (c. 74, 75, 76. p. 

‘ '* I‘3 •"‘Patras 
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c Patras to Conftantinople, her age or indolence 

‘ . declined the fatigue of an horfe or carriage : the 
foft litter or bed of Danielis was tranfported on 
the flioulders of ten robuft flaves ; and as they 
were relieved at eafy diftances, a band of three 
hundred was feledled for the performance of this 
fervice. She was entertained in the Byzantine 
. palace with filial reverence, and the honours of a 

queen ; and whatever might be the origin of her 
wealth, her gifts were not unworthy of the regal 
dignity. I have already defcribed the fine and 
curious manufactures of Peloponefus, of linen, . 

. filk,, and woollen ; but the moft acceptable of her 
• ; I prefents confided in three hundred 'beautiful 
youths, of whom one hundred were eunuchs,^® 5 
“ for ihe %as not ignorant,*’ fays the hidorian, 

“ that the. air of .the palace is more congenial to 
“ fuch infeCts, than a Ihepherd’s dairy to the flies 
of the dimmer. ” During her lifetime, die be- 
ftowed the greater part of her edates in Pelopo- . 
nefiis, and her tedament indituted Leo the fon 
of Bafil her univerfal heir. ..After the payment 
of the legacies, fourfcore. villas or farms were 
added to the Imperial domain ; and three thoufand 
flaves of Danielis were enffanchifed by their new 
lord, and tranfplanted as a colony to the Italian 
coad. From this example q of a private matron, 
we may ediraate the wealth and magnificence of 

3’ Carfamaiium (xfxp^ifAOc^s;, Ducange, Gloff.) Gr*ci vocant, 
amputatis virilibiis et virga, pucriim eunuchum quos Verdunenfes 
tnerc.atores ob immenrum lucnuii faciuf folent et in Hifpaniam duccre 
(Llutprand, 1 . c. 3. p. 470.) — The lall abomination of the abo- 
minable flave- trade ! Yet I am furprifed to find in tlie x''’ century, 
fuch active fpeculations of commerce in Lorraine. ‘ 
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the emperors. Yet our enjoyments are confined 
by a narrow circle ; and, whatfoevcr may be its 
value, the luxury of life is poflefled with more in- 
nocence and fafety by the mafter of his own, 
than by the fteward of the public, fortune. 

In an abfolute government, which levels the 
dillindHons of noble and plebeian birth, the fo- 
vereign is the foie fountain of honour ; and the 
rank, both in the palace and the empire, depends 
on the titles and offices which are bellowed and 
refumcd by his arbitrary will. Above a thoufand 
years, from Vefpafian to Alexius Comnenus 
the C<xfar was the fecond perfon, or at Icafl the 
fecond degree, after the fupreme title of Augujlus 
was more freely communicated to the fons and 
brothers of the reigning monarch. To elude 
without violating his promife to a powerful alToci- 
ate, the hulband of his filler ; and, without giv- 
ing himfelf an equal, to reward the piety of his 
brother Ifaac, the crafty Alexius interpofed a new 
and fupereminent dignity. The happy flexibility 
of the Greek toVigue allowed him to compound 
the names of Augullus and emperor (Seballos and 
J^utocrator), and the union produced the fonorous 
title of Sebq/iocrator. He was exalted above the 
Csefar on the firll ftep of the throne : the public 
acclamations repeated his name ; and he was only 
dillinguilhed from the fovereign by fome peculiar 

Ssethe Alexiad (1. iii, p j%, y^.yoi Anna Comnena, who, ex- 
cept in filial piety, may be compared to Mademoifelle de Montpenfier. 
In her awful reverence for titles and forms, (he ftyles her father 
Eirir»i,u.cvospp/»jf, the inventor of this royal art, the n'xyn 
and nrtfny.n 

1 4 ornaments 
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c KAP- ^omamentSi of the head and feet.i^ The emperor-.' 
alone could aflume the purple or red bulkins, and 
the clofe diadem or tiara, which imitated the . 
falhion. of the Perfian kings ' It was an high 
pyrMnidal cap of cloth or filk, almoft concealed 
by I a. profufion of pearls and jewels: the crown 
was formed by an horizontal circle and twoar.chesi 
of gold : at tlie fummit, the point of their inter- 
feftion was placed a globe or crofs, .and t\to 
llrings or lappets of pearl depended on , either 
• . cheek. Inftead of red, the bulkins of the Se- 

ballocrator and Caefar were green ; and on- their. 
open coronets or crowns, the precious geras.were 
more fparingly diftributed. Befide and below, 
the Caefar, the fancy of Alexius created the Pan^ 
hyperfebajlos and the Protofebajlosy whofe found 
and fignification will fatisfy a Grecian ear.. They 
imply a fuperiority and a priority above the Ample 
name of Auguftus ; and this facred and primitive 
title of the Roman prince was degraded to the 
kinfmen and fervants of the Byzantine court. 

7 he daughter of Alexius applauds, .with fond . 
complacency, this artful gradation of hopes and 
honours ; but the fcience of words is acceflible to 
the meanefl; capacity ; and this vain didUonary • 
was eafdy enriched by the pride of his fuccelTors, ,.* 
To their favourite fons or brothers, they imparted 
the more lofty appellation of J^ord or Defpotl 

40 feeRellke, ad Ceremonialej p. 

J4, 15. Ducattge has given a learned diiTertation on the crowns of 
C'onAantinople, Rome, France, &c. (fur. Joinville, xxv. p. 989-^’' 

: but of his tliirtj -/our models, none exaftly tally with Anne’s - 
nrfeription. . . o 

. - whicl) 
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vWch was Mluftrated with. new ornaments and< 
prerogatives, and placed immediately after the 
perfon of the emperor himfelf. The five titles of, * 
I. Defpot ; 2. Sebajlocrator ; 3. Ccefar ; 4. 
byperfebajlor ; and, 5. Protofebajloi ; were ufually \ 
confined to the princes of his blood : they, were' 
the emanations of his majelly ; but as they exer- 
cifed no regular functions, their exillence was 
ufelefs, and their authority precarious. 

But in every monarchy the fubftaotial powCTS 
of government muft be divided and exercifed by 
the minifters of the palace and treafury, the fleet 
and army. The titles alone can differ ; and in 
the revolution of ages, the counts and prasfefts, 
the praitor and quaeftor, infenfibly defcended, 
while their fervants rofe above their heads to the 
firft honours of the ftate. i. In a monarchy, 
which refers every objed to the perfon of the 
prince, the care and ceremonies of the palace 
form the moft refpeftable department. The Ck- 
ropalata^'^ fo illuftrious in the age of Juftinian, 
was fupplanted by the Protovejliarc, whofe pri- 
mitive funftions were limited to the cuftody of 
the wardrobe. From thence his jurifdiftion was 
extended over the numerous menials of pomp and 
luxury ; and he prefided with his filver wand at 

Parexllans curis, fo)o diademate djfpar 

Ordine pro rerum vocitatus Cura-Palat! j 
fays the African Corippus (dcLaudibus Jultini, 1. i. 136.) ; and in 
the fame century (the Cafliodorius reprefenta him, who, virg* 
aurea decoretus, i nter nunierofaobfequia primus ante pedes regis incede- 
ret (Variar. vii. 5. But this great officer, unknown, «tkiir»y»wrof, 
cxercifing no funflion, vvv it aJrjtataii, was call down by the mo- 
dern Grixks to the rank (Codin. c. 5. p. 65.). , 

the 
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C A P. tfie public and private audience. 2 . In the ancient 
> ‘ i fyftem of Conftantine, the name of Logotj5ete, or 

accountant, was 'aprplied to the receivers of the 
finances : the principal officers were dHlinguiffied as 
the’ Logothetes of the domain,' of the pods, the 
army, the private and public treafure ; and the 
great Logothetc, the fupreme' guardian of the laws 
and revenues, is compared with the chancellor of 
the Latin monarchies HiS difeerning eye per- 
vaded the civil adminiftration ; and he was affift- 
• ed, in due fubordination, by the eparch or prae- 
fe£t of the city, the firfb fecretary, and the keepers 
'' of the prrivy feal,‘the archives, and the red or 
purple ink which was referved for the facred fig- 
nature of the emperor alone The introduclor 
and interpreter of foreign ambaffadors were the 
great Chiaufs ^ the Dragoman^^^^ two nanies 

Niceta* (in Mamiel. 1 . vii. c. i.) defines him Wf v AurtVCiiv 
fui/ri UTrotiu AoyoQiTfin'.' Yet th* 

^ epithet of fjcryoci was added by tlie elder Andronicus (Ducange, 

'toni.i. p. Siz, 8 z3.). 

From Leo I. (A. D 1 470) the Imperial ink, which is ftill 
'vifible on fome original a£ls, was a mixture of Vermillion and cinnu- v 
bar, or purple. The emperor’s guardians, who lhared in this 
prerogative, always marked in green ink the indiftion, and the 
month. See the DiSionaire Diplomatique (tom. i. p. 511— s* 30 » 
a valuable abridgment. 

** The fultan fent a Eicesj to Alexius (Anna Comnena, 1 . vl. 

, p. 170. Ducange ad loc.) ; and Pachymer often fpeaks of the 
fji-tyoci (1. vii. c. 1. 1 . xii. c. 30. 1 . xiii. c. az.). The Chia- 

oulh balha is now at the head of 700 officers (Rycaut’s Ottoman Em- 
pire, p. 349. oftavo eilition). 

Tagcrmnn is the Arabic name of an Interpreter (d’Herbelot, 
p. 854, S55.), TpwTo; Twv cfifASvtvuv xotifWf ot'o^a^xert 
. ofoe,yt>[/.a,i/ii?, fays Codinus (c. v. N'’ 70. p. 67.). See Villehar. 

douin (N°96.), Bufbequius (Epift. iv. p. 338.), and Ducange (Ob- 
ftirations fur Villehardouin, and Glolf. Gr*c. et Latin.), 
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of Turkifh origin, and which are^ftill familiar to ^^111^" 
the fublime Porte. 3. From the humble ftyle and 
fervice of guards, the Domejiics infenfibly rofe to 
the ftation of generals ; the military themes of the 
Eaft and Weft, the legions of Europe and Afia, 
were often divided, till the great Domejiic was 
finally invefted with the univcrfal and abfolute 
command of the land forces. I’he Protojlrator, 
in his original funftions, w'as the alliftant of the 
emperor when he mounted on horfeback : he gra- 
dually became the lieutenant of the great Domeftic 
in the field ; and his jurifdicfion extended over 
the ftables, the- cavalry, and the royal train of 
hunting and hawking. The Stratopedarch was the 
great judge of the camp ; the Protofpatbaire com- 
manded the guards; the Conjlable^'^, the great 
JEteriarch^ and the* Acolyth, were the feparate 
chiefs of the Franks, the Barbarians, and the Va- 
rangi, or EngHIl>, 'the mercenary ftrangers, who, 
in the decay of the national fpirit, formed the 
nerve of the Byzantine armies. 4. The naval 
powers were under 'the command of the great 
Duke ; in his abfence they obeyed 'the great Drun- 
gaire of the fleet ; and, in hh place, the Emir, or 
admiral, a name.of Saracen extraftion ^7^ but which 
has been naturalized in all the modern languages 
of Europe. Of thefe officers, and of many more 
whom it would be ufelefs to enumerate, the civil 

Kol/ 05 ■all^o^J or xti’TO^ocvXof, a comiption from the Latin 
Comes ftabuli, or the French Connctable. In a military fenfe, it was 
riled by the Greeks in the xi*i* century, at lead as early as in France. 

“t* It was directly borrowed from the Normans. In the xii*** cen- 
tury, Giannone reckons tlie admiral of Sicily among the great 
cfficcr*. 

and 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 

^ Their honours 

t— and emoluments, their drefs and titles, their mu> 
’ *■ tual falutation 6 and refpeftive pre-eminence, were 

... balanced with more exquifite labour, than would 
have fixed the conftitution of a free people ; and 
the code was almoft perfeft when this bafelefs fa- 
bric, the monument of pride and fervitude, was 
for ever buried in the ruins of the empire 
Adoration The moft lofty titles, and the mod humble 
pcior. poftures, which devotion has applied to the Su- 
preme Being, have been proftituted by flattery 
and fear to creatures of the fame nature with our- 
felves. The mode of adoration of falling pro- 
ftrate on the groxmd, and kifling the feet of the 
emperor, was borrowed by Diocletian from Per- 
fian fervitude ; but it was continued and aggra- 
. vated till the lad age of the Greek monarchy. 
Excepting only on Sundays, when it was waved, 
from a motive of religious pride, this humiliating 
reverence was exacted from all who entered the 
royal prefence, from the princes invcded with the 
diadem and purple, and from the ambafladors 
who reprefented their independent fovereigns, the 
caliphs of Afia, Egypt, or Spain, the kings , of 
Prance and Italy, and the Latin emperors of anci- 
ent Rome. In his tranfaftions of bufinefs, Liut- 



** Thi* flcetch of honour* and offices is di^wn from George Codi- 
nus Ciiropalata, who furvlrcd the taking of Conftantinoplc by the 
■Tnrks: his elaborate though trifling work (de Officiis Ecdtfi* et 
I A»tilE C"P.) has been iliullxated by the notes of Goar, and tlte three 
books of Gretfcr, a learned Jefuit. 

*9 The refptflful falutatiou of carrying the hand to tiie month. 
edau i* tlie root of the Latin word, adortt adomre. Sec our learned 
Saldim .(vol.iii_._p. J4J — 145- liis Titles of Honour.. It 

ftems, from the 1*' books of lierodoius, to be of Pei fun origin. 

’ 'j. prand. 
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prand, bifhop of Cremona 5% aflerted the free fpj- chap. 
rit of a Frank and the dignity of his mafter Otho. \ j 
Yet his fincerity cannot difguife theabafement of Reception 
his firft audience. When he approached the 
throne, the birds of the golden tree began to 
warble their notes, which were accompanied by 
the roarings of the two lions of gold. With his 
two companions, Liutprand was compelled to bow 
and to fall proftrate ; and thrice he touched the 
ground with his forehead. He arofe, but in the 
Ihort interval, the throne had been hoifted by an ' 
engine from the floor to the cieling, the Imperial i 
figure appeared in new and more gorgeous appa- 
rel, and the. interview was concluded in haughty 
and majeftic filence. In this honeft and curious 
narrative, the bifliop of Cremona reprefents the 
ceremonies of the Byzantine court, which are ftill 
v'praaifed in the fublime Porte, and which were 
prefer ved in the laft age by ihe dukes ofrMufcovy 
or Rnflia. After a long journey by the fea and 
land, from Venice to Conftantinople, the ambaffa- 
dor halted at the golden gate, till he was con- 
duced by the formal ofiicers to the hofpitable pa- 
lace prepared for his reception; but this palace 
was a prifon, and his jealous keepers prohibited 
- aU'focial intercourfe either with ftrangers or na- 
tives. At his firft audience, he offered the ^ifts 
' of his mafter, flaves, and golden v'afes, and coftly '' 
armour. The oftentatious payment of, the ofiicers 
and troops difplayed before his eyes the? riches "of 



s® Tlie two embaflies of Liutprand to^ Conftantinoplf, »I1 that he 
Taw or fuffered in the Greek capital,' arepleafamly defcribed by hhnfelf 
(Hift. 1. vi. c. 1—4, p. 469-^.471, Legatfo ad Nkcphohim Phoc'aiD, 

, P- 4^9y489■^' “ "■ ■■ - 

' the 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL. 

the empire;, he, waa entertained at a royal ban-» 
quet 5% in which the ambalfadors of the nations 
were marflialled by the efteem or contempt of the 
Greeks : from bis own table, the emperor, as the 
moft fignal favour, fent the plates which he had 
tailed ; and his favourites were difmilTed with a 
robe of honour In the morning and evening 
of each day, his civil and military fervants at- 
tended their duty in the palace ; their labour was 
repaid by the fight,’ perhaps by the ftnile, of their 
lord ; his commands were fignified by a nod or a 
fign : but all earthly greatnefs ^ood filent and fub- 
milTive in his prefence. In his* regular or extra- 
ordinary proceflions through the capital, he un- 
veiled his perfon to the public' view : the rites of 
p6licy were conneflied with thofe of religion, and 
his vifits to the principal churches were regulated 
by the feftivals of the Greek calendar. On the 
eve of thefe proceffions, the gracious or devout 
intention of the monarch vras, proclaimed by the 
heralds. The ftreets were cleared and purified ; 
the pavement was ftrewed with flowers ; the moll 
precious furniture, the. gold and filver plate, and 
filken hangings, were difplayed from the window's 
and balconies, and a fevere difcipline rellrained 
and filenced the tumult of the populace. The 

5‘ Among the amtifements of the feaft, a boy balanced, on his 
forehead, a pike, or pole, twenty-four feet long, with a ciofs bar of 
two cubits a little below the top. Two boys, naked, though cinc- 
tured {campeftrali) tog^ef, and Cngly, climbed, flood, played, de- 
fended, &c. ita me flupidum redidit : utrum mirabilius ncfcio 
(p. 470.). At another repafl an homily of Chryfoflom on the Afts of 
tlid Apoftleswas read data voce non Latine (p. 483.). 

Galu is not Improbably derived from Cala, or Caloat, in Arabic, 
a robe of honour (Reilke, Not. InCeremon. p. S+O* 

^ . . march’ 
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march was opened by the military officers at the ^ 
head of their troops j they were followed-in long »- , ‘ 

order by the magiftrates and minifters of the civil ‘ " - • " 
government: the perfon of the emperor was 
guarded by his eunuchs and domeflics, and at the 
church-door he was folemnly received by the pa- 
triarch and his clergy. The talk of applaufe was 
not abandoned to the rude and fpontaneous voices 
of the crowd. The moll convenient ftations were 
occupied by the bands of the blue and green fac-< 
tions of the circnsj and their furious conflicts, 
which had lhaken the capital, were infenfibly funk 
to an emulation of fervitude. From either fide 
they echoed in refponfive melody the praifes of the ■ 

emperor ; their poets and muficians direfted the 
choir, "and long life 53 and vidtory were the bur- 
then of every fong. The fame acclamations were 
performed at the audience, the banquet, and the 
church ; and as an evidence of boundlefs fway, 
they were repeated in the Latin Gothic, Per- 
fian, French, and even EngJilh language *5, by the 
mercenaries who fuftained the real or ficlitious 
charadler of thofe nations. By the pen of Con- 
flantine Porphyrogenitus, this fcience of form and 
flattery has been reduced into a pompous and tri- 

5 ^ rioXvp^oi/i^iiv is ntplained by su^r, (Codin. c, 7'. Du, 
cange, Gloff, Grace, tom. i. p. 1199.)'. 

KuKTtpfBfT Ash; »ipi 7 r£p»upt (Siiysu, — P»xTop (nj cE/iATrfp— 

P-l/djiTE Aop4»w Hy.TTSi>xrofti tv ptaAro,' xvvoi (Ceremou. c. 75. 
p. 115.). The want of the Latin V, obliged the Greeks to employ 
tlieir (3 ; nor do they regard quantity. Till he recolleibed the true 
language, thefe ftrange fentences might puzzle a proftffor. 

ss 3 xfxyyot xxtx ttiv TrxTpixn yXutro'xv xxt jjtoj, r,yisi^ 
hxXmri vo\MXfovt^n(T, (Coelin. p. 90.). I with he had pre- 
ferred the words, however corrupt, of their Englifh acclamation. 

fling 
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6 H A P. fling volume which the vanity of fucceeding 
t,*~ — ^ 1 j times might enrich with an ample fupplement. Vet 
the calmer refleftion of a prince would furely fug- 
geft, that the fame acclamations were applied to 
every character and every reign : and if he had 
rifen from a private rank, he might remember, 
that his own voice had been the loudeft and moll ’ 
eager in applaufe, at the very moment when' he 
envied the fortune, or confpired againll the life, 
of his predeceflbr 

Marriage . The princcs of the North, of the nations, fays 
Caefars Conllantine, without faith or fame, were ambi- 
with fo- tious of mingling their blood With the blood of 
tions. the Csefars, by their marriage with a royal virgin, 
or by the nuptials of their daughters with a Ro- 
man prince*®. The aged monarch, in his in- 
ftruftions to his fon, reveals the fecret maxims of 
policy and pride ; and fuggefts the moll decent 
reafons for refufmg thefe inlblent and unreafon- 
able demands. Every animal, fays the difcreet em- 
peror, is prompted by nature to feek a mate 
among the animals of his own fpecies ; and the 
human fpecies is divided into various tribes, by 



. S* For all thefe ceremooies, fee the profefled work of Conllantine 
Porphyrogenitus, with the notes, or rather differtations, of his Ger- 
man editors, Leich and Reitke. For the rank of' the fianding cour- 
tiers, p. 80. not. a$. 6x.; fot the adoration, except on Sundays, 
p. 95. 240. not. 131.; the procefllons, p. a, &c. not. p. 3, &c. the 
acclamations, paflim, not. 25, &c. { the factions and Hippodrome, 
p. 177— ZI4. not. 9. 93, See. ; the Gothic games, p. 221. not. iii. ; 
vintage, p. 217. not, X09. : much more information is fcattered over 
the work. 

Et pritato Othoni et nuper eadem dicenti nota adulatio (Tacit. 
Hill. i. 85.). 

The xiii‘8 chapter, de Adminiftratione Imperii, may be ex- 
plained and reAified by the FamiliseByzantinse of Ducange. 

... the 
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the diftinftion of language, religion* and manners. 

A juft regard to the purity of defcent preferves the 
harmony of public and private life ; but the mix- 
ture of foreign blood is the fruitful fource of dif- 
order and difcord. Such had ever been the opi- 
nion and pradice of the fage Romans : their jurif- 
prudence profcribed the marriage of a citizen and 
a ftranger : in the days of freedom and virtue, a 
fenator would have fcorned to match his daughter 
with a king : the glory of Mark Antony was ful- 
lied by an Egyptian wife 5^ ; and the emperor Ti- 
tus was compelled, by popular cenfure, to difmifs 
with reludance the reludant Berenice This 
perpetual interdid was ratified by the fabulous 
fandion of the great Conftantine. The ambaffa- 
dors of the nations, more efpecially of the unbe- 
lieving nations, were folemnly admonifhed, that 
fuch ftrange alliances had been condemned by the 
founder of the church and city. The irrevocable imagmary 
law was infcribed on the altar of St. Sophia ; and 
the impious prince who Ihould ftain the majefty of tine, 
the purple was excluded from the civil and eccle- 
fiaftical communion of the Romans. If the am- 
bafladors were inftruded by any falfe brethren in 
the Byzantine hiftory, they might produce three 

59 Sequiturque nefas ASgyptIa conjunx (Virgil, ^neid »iii. 6S8.). ' 

Yet this Egyptian wife was the daughter of a long line of kings. Qmd ; 
te mutavit (6ys Antony in a private letter to Auguftus) an quodregi- 
nam ineo f Uxor mea eft (Sueton. in Auguft. c. 69.), Yet* I much 
queftion (for 1 cannot ftay to enquire), whether the triumvir eVer dared ; 
to celebrate his marriage either with Roman or Egyptian rites. 

Bcrenicem invitus invitam dimifit (Suetonius in Tito, c. 7.). 

Have I obferved elfewherc, that this Jewilh beauty was at this ,tim<» 
above fifty years of age f The judicious Racine has moft diforaetly fop j 
prefied both her age and bar country. . 

VoL. X. k tnemorable 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 

memorable examples of rhe violation of this imagi- 
nary law : the marriage of Leo, or rather of his 
father Conftantine the fourth, with the daughter 
of the king of the Chozars, the nuptials of the 
grand-daughter of Romanus with a Bulgarian 
prince, and the union of Bertha of France or Italy 
with young Romanus, the fon of Conftantine Por- 
phyrogenitus himfelf. To thefe objeftions, three 
anfwers were prepared, which folvcd the difficulty 
and eftablifhed the law. I. The deed and the 
guilt of Conftantine Copronymus were acknow'- 
ledged. The Ifaurlan heretic, who fullied the 
baptifmal font, and declared war againft the holy 
images, had indeed embraced a Barbarian wife. 
By this impious alliance, he accomplifhed 'the 
meafure of his crimes, and was devoted to the juft 
cenfure of the church and of pofterity. II. Ro- 
manus could not be alleged as a legitimate empe - 
ror ; he was a plebeian ufurper, ignorant of the 
laws, and regardlefs of the honour, of the mo- 
narchy. His fon Chriftopher, the father of the 
bride, was the third in rank in the college of 
princes, at once the fubjefl and the accomplice of 
a rebellious parent. The Bulgarians w^re fincere 
and devout Chriftians ; and the fafety of the empire, 
with the redemption of many thoufand captives, 
depended on this prepofterous alliance. Yet no 
confideration could difpenfe from the law of Con- 
ftantine ; the clergy, the fenate, and the people, 
difapp'^oved the condu6l of Romanus ; and he was 
reproached, both in his life and death, as the au- 
thor of the public difgrace. III. For the marriage 
of his own fon with the daughter of Hugo king of 
Italy, a more honourable defence is contrived by 

' the 
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the wife Porphyrogenitus. Conftantine, the gfeat chap. 
and holy, eftecmed the fidelity and valour of 1 — — ' 
the Franks ; and his prophetic fpirit beheld the 
vifion of their future greatnefs- They alone were 
excepted frora the general prohibition : Hugo 
king of France was the lineal defjendant of Char- 
lemagne ; and his daughter Bertha inherited the 
prerogatives of her family and nation. The voice 
of truth and malice infenfibly betrayed the fraud 
or error of the Imperial court. , The patrimonial ^ 
eftate of Hugo was reduced from the monarchy of , 

’ France to the fimple county of Arles; though it 
was not denied, that, in the confufion of the 
times, he had ufurped the fovereignty of Pro- 
vence, and invaded the kingdom of Italy. His 
father was a private noble ; and if Bertha derived 
her female defcent from the Carlovingian line, 
every flep was polluted with illegitimacy or vice. 

The grandmother of Hugo was the famous Val- 
drada, the concubine, rather than the wife, of the 
fecond Lothair ; whofe adultery, divorce, and fe- 
cond nuptials, had provoked againft him the thun- 
ders of the Vatican. His mother, as fhe was ftyled, 
the great Bertha, was fuccefllvely the wife of the 
count of Arles and of the marquis of Tufcany: 

France and Italy w’ere fcandalized by her gal- 

Conftantine was made to praife the £uym»» and Tipitpctiicix 
of the Franks, with whom he claimed a private and public alliance. The 
French writers (Ifaac Cafaubon in Dedicat. Polybii) are highly de- 
lighted with thcfe compliments. 

Conftantine Porphyrogenitus (de Adminiftrat. Imp. c. i6.) ex- 
hibits a pedigree and life of the illuftrious king Hugo (arff t( 3 A£ 7 rT 8 
prjyoj Ovyovuig). A more correA idea may be formed from the 
Criticifm of Pagi, the Ann^s of Muratori, and the Abridgement of 
St. Marc, A. D. 925—946. 

. J K 2 lantriesj 
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c A p. lantfies ; and, till the age of threefcore, her 
v_i— _i lovers, of every degree, were the zealous fervants 
of her ambition. The example of maternal in- 
continence was copied by the king of Italy ; and 
the three favourite concubines of Hugo were deco- 
rated with the claffic names of Venus, Juno, and 
Semele®L The daughter of Venus was granted 
to the folicitatlons of the Byzantine court : her 
, name of Bertha was changed to that of Eudoxia ; 
and ftie was wedded, or rather betrothed, to young 
Romanus, the future heir of the empire of the 
Eaft. The confummation of this foreign alliance 
was fufpended by the tender age of the two par- 
ties j and, at the end of five years, the union was 
diflblved by the death of the virgin fpoufe. The 
. fecond wife of the emperor Romanus was a maiden 
of plebeian, but of Roman, birth ; and their two 
daughters, Theophano and Anne, were given in 
Otho of marriage to the princes of the earth. The eldeft 
A.D. 972. was bdtowed, as the pledge of peace, on the eldefl: 
fon of the great Otho, who had folicited this alli- 
ance with arms and embaflies. It might legally 
be queftioned how far a Saxon was entitled to the 
privilege of the French nation : but every fcruple 
was filenced by the fame and piety of a hero 
who had reftored the empire of the W eft. After 
the death of her father-in-law and hulband, Theo- 
phano governed Rome, Italy, and Germany, dur- 

After the mention of the three goddefles, Liutprand very natu- 
Tally adds, et quoniam non rex folus iis abutebatur, carum nati ex in- 
certis patribus originem ducunt (Hill. 1. iv. c. 6.) : for the marriage 
of the younger Bertha, lee Hill. 1. v. c. 5. ; for the incontinence of 
the elder, diilcis exercitio Hymcnaei, 1. ii. c. 15. ; for the virtues and 
vires of Hugo, 1. iii. c. 5. Yet it mult not be forget, that the bifliop 
of Cremona was a lover of fcandal. 

ing 
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ing the minority of her fon, the third Otho ; and ^ P. 
the Latins have praifed the virtues of an emprefs, -l , j 

who facrificed to a fuperior duty the remembrance 
of her country®*^. In the nuptials of her filler 
Anne, every prejudice was loft, and every confi- 
deration of dignity was fuperfeded, by the ftronger 
argument of neceffity and fear. A Paggn of the Woiodo- 
north, Wolodomir, great prince of Rulha, afpired 
to a daughter of the Roman purple ; and his claim a.d, gSg. 
w^as enforced by the threats of war, the promife of 
converfion, and the offer of a powerful fuccour 
againft a domeftic rebel. A victim of her religion 
and country, the Grecian princefs was torn from ’ 
the palace of her fathers, and condemned to a 
favage reign and an hopelefs exile on the banks of 
the Boryfthenes, or in the neighbourhood of the 
Polar circle *5. Yet the marriage of Anne was 
fortunate and fruitful : the daughter of her grand- 
fon Jeroflaus was recommended by her Imperial 
defcent j and the king of France, Henry I. fought 
a wife on the laft borders of Europe and Chriften- 
dom 

In 



*■* Lieet ilia Imperatrix Grajca fibi et aliis fiiiflet fatis utilis et opti- 
ma, See. is the preamble of an inimical writer, apud Pagi, tom. iv. 
A. D. 989, N° 3. Her marriage and principal actions may be found 
in Muratori, Pagi, and St. Marc, under the proper years. 

Cedrenus, tom. ii. p. 699. Zonaras, tom. ii. p. azi. Elmacin, 
Hift. Saracenica, 1 . iii. c. 6. Neftor apud Levefque, tom. ii. p. in, 
Pagi, Critica, A. D. 987, N“ 6. a fmgular concourfe ! Wolodomir 
and Anne are ranked among the faints of the RulRan church. Yet 
we know his vices, and are ignorant of her virtues. 

Henricus primus duxit uxorem Scythicara, Kullam, fiiiatn regis 
Jeroflai, An embaffy of bi/hops was fent into Ruflla, and the father 
gratantcr filiam cum multis donis mifit. This event happened in the 
year 1051. See the palTages of tlie original chronicles in Bouquet’s 
Jiiftorians of France (tom. xi. p. 39, >^9. 161. 319, 384.. 481.). 

K. 3 Voltair* 
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In the Byzantine palace, the emperor vras the 
firft Have of the ceremonies which he impofed, of 
the rigid forms which ' regulated each word and 
gefture, befieged him in the palace, and violated 
the leifure of his rural folitude. But the lives and 
fortunes of millions hung on his arbitrary will ; 
and the firmeft minds, fuperior to the allurements 
of pomp and luxury, may be feduced by the more 
aftive pleafure of commanding their equals. The 
legiflative and executive power were centered in 
the perfon of the monarch, and the lad remains of 
the authority of the fenate were finally eradicated 
Ly Leo the philofopher A lethargy of fervi- 
tude had benumbed the minds of the Greeks ; in 
the wildefl tumults of rebellion they never afpired 
to the idea of a free conftitution ; and the private 
character of the prince was the only fource and 
meafure of their public happinefs. Superftition 
rivetted their chains ; in the church of St. Sophia, 
he was folemnly crowned by the patriarch ; at the 
foot of the altar, they pledged their pallive and 
unconditional obedience to his government and 
family. On his fide he engaged to abftain as 
much as pofllble from the capital punifliments of 
death and mutilation ; his orthodox creed w'as 
fubferibed with his own hand, and he promifed 
.to obey the decrees of the feren fynods, and the 



Voltaire might wonder at this alliance ; but he thould not have owned 
his ignorance of the country, religion, &c. of Jerollaus— a name fa 
confpicuous in the Ruffian annals. 

A conftitution of Leo the philofopher (Ixxviii.) ne fenattifcon- 
fulta amplius flaiit, fpeaks the language of naked defpotifm, a to 
xparof Tnv Tartoi/ «rr;rT«;i (Tioitttjtni', xat oexxipM 
3tai fji,ocTxiov TO oc)(^prsov jM,£Ta rcav yj>noiv ‘trapt^oy-ivuv 

ffUVaTTTfO’S’OSI, 

canons 
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canons of the holy church But the aflurance ^ P- 
of mercy was loofe and indefinite : he fwore, not 
to his people, but to an invifible judge, and 
«;cept in the inexpiable guilt of herefy, the niini- 
llers of heaven were always prepared to preach the 
indefeafible right, and to abfolve_ the venial tranf- 
grefllons, of their fovereign. The Greek ecde^fia- 
ilics were thcmfelves the fubjects of the civil ma- 
gillrate : at the nod of a tyrant, the bifliops were 
created, or transferred, or depofed, or puuiflied 
with an ignominious death : whatever might be 
their wealth or influence, they could never fuc- 
ceed like the Latin clergy in the eftabliflnncnt of 
air independent republic ; and the patriarch of . 
Conllantinople condemned, what he fecretly en- 
vied, the temporal greatnefs of his Roman bro- 
tl\er. Yet the exercife of boundlefs defpotifm is 
happily checked by the laws of nature and necef- 
fity. In proportion to his wdfdom and virtue, the 
mailer of an empire is confined to the path of his 
facred and laborious _ duty. In proportion to his 
vice and folly, he drops the feeptre too weighty 
for his hands ; and the motions of the royal image 
are ruled by the imperceptible thread of fome mi- 
nider or favourite, who undertakes for his private 
interell to exercife the talk of the public oppref- 
fion. In fome fatal moment, the mod abfolutg 
monarch may dread the reafon or the caprice of a 
nation of Haves ; and experience has proved, that 

Codinus (de Officiis, c. xvii. p. 12a, 121.) gives an idea of 
this oath fo ftrong to the church ?rirof xxi •yi/tiirioy disXoj xxt utof 
T>)f xytxf (y.xAt]<riXff fo weak to the jieople y.xi XTre^saS'tit 
(poiuv y.xi xnpu>rr,^ixa'[2uv jcflu ly-Qiuy Taroff xxtx ro 
$'jyxT0i, 

K 4 whatever 



Digitized by Coogle 




136 

CHAP. 

LIII. 



Military 
force of the 
Greeks, 
-<he Sara- 
cens, and 
theFranks, 



Navy of 
theGrceks, 
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whatever is gained in the extent, is loft in the 
fafety and folidity, of regal power. 

Whatever titles a defpot may affume, whatever 
claims he may aflert, it is on the fword that he 
muft_ ultimately 1 depend to guard him againft 
his foreign and domeftic enemies. From the 
age of Charlemagne to that of the Crufades, the 
world (for I overlook the remote monarchy of 
China) was occupied and difputed by the three 
great empires or nations of the Greeks, the 
Saracens, and the Franks. Their military ftrength 
may be afcertained by a comparifon of their 
courage, their arts and riches, and their obedience 
to a fupreme head, who might call into aftion 
all the energies of the ftate. The Greeks, far 
inferior to their rivals in the firft, were fuperior 
to the Franks, and at leaft equal to the Saracwis, 
in the fecond and third of thefe warlike qua- 
lifications. 

The wealth of the Greeks enabled them to pur- 
chafe the fervice of the poorer nations, and to 
maintain a naval power for the protedion of their 
coafts and the annoyance of their enemies®®. A 
commerce of mutual benefit exchanged the gold 
of Conftantinople for the blood of the Sclavonians 
and Turks, the Bulgarians and Ruffians : their 
valour contributed to the victories of Nicephorus 



*9 If we liften to the threats of Nicephorus, to the amhalTador of 
Otho, Nec eft in mari domino tuo claftium numcrus. Navigantium 
foptltudo mini foli inert, qiii eum clafllbus aggrediar, hello raaritimas 
ejus civitates demoliar j et quse fluminibus funt vicina redigam 
in favillam. (Liutprand in Legal, ad Nicephorum Phocam, in 
Muratori Scriptores Rerum Italicarum, tom. ii. pars i. p. 4S1.) 
He obfei-ves in another place, qui exteris prxftant Vcnetici funt et 
Ain^lphitaip. 

' ' . 
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and Zimifces ; and if an hoftile people preffed too ^ ^ **• 

clofely on the frontier, they were recalled to the » ^ ^ 

defence of their country, and the defire of peace, 
by the well-managed attack of a more diflant 
tribe The command of the Mediterranean, 
from the mouth of the Tanais to the columns of 
Hercules, was always claimed, and often pof- 
fefled, by the fuccelTors of Conftantine. Their 
capital was filled with naval ftores and dextrous 
artificers : the fituation of Greece and Afia, the 
long coafts, deep gulfs, and numerous iflands, 
accuftomed their fubjeds to the exercife of na- 
vigation ; and the trade of Venice and Amalfi 
fupplied a nurfery of feamen to the Imperial 
fleet ’h Since the time of the Peloponefian and 
Punic wars, th« fphere of aftion had not been 
enlarged ; and the fcience of naval architefture 
appears to have declined. The art of conftrufting 
thofe ftupendous machines which difplayed three, 
or fix, or ten, ranges of oars, rifing above, or 
falling behind, each other, was unknown to the 
fhip-builders of Conftantinople, as well as to the 
mechanicians of modern days The Dro- 

mones^ 

' 1 ° Nec i|'fa capict eum (the emperor Otho) in qua ortus eft 
panper et pcilicca Saxonia : pecuuia qua polleinus omnes uatiom s 
fuper eum invitabimus ; ct quafi Keramicum confringeimis (Liuf- 
prand in Legat. p. 487.). The two books, de admiiiiftrando Ira- 
perio, perpetually inculcate the fame policy. 

The xix'i' chapter of the Taftics of Leo (Metirf. Opera, tom. 
vi. p. 8^5—848.), which is given more correft from a manu- 
fcript of Gudius, by the laborious Fabricius (Bibliot. Gr*c. tom. 
vi. p. 371 — 379 -)> telates to the Naumacbia 01 naval war. 

Even of fifteen and fixteen rows of oars, in the navy of De- 
metrius Poliorcetes. Thefe were for real ufc : the forty rows of 
JPtoJejjiy PLUadclphus were applied te a floating palace, whofe ton- 
nage* . 
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imnes or light gallies of the Byzantine empire, 
were content with two tires of oars ; each tire was 
compofed of five and twenty benches ; and two 
rowers were feated on each bench, who plyed their 
oars on either fide of the veflfel. To ihefe we mult 
add the captain or centurion, w'ho, in time of aclion, 
flood erefl with his armour-bearer on the poop, 
two fleerfmen at the helm, and two ollicers at the 
prow, the one to manage the anchor, the other 
to point and play againfl; the enemy the tube of 
liquid fire. The whole crew, as in the infancy 
of the art, performed the double fervice of ma- 
riners and foldiers ; they w^ere provided with 
defenfivc and olfenfive arms, with borvs and 
arrows, w'hich they ufcd from the upper deck, 
wdth long pikes, which they pufiied through the 
port-holes of the lower tire. Sometimes indeed 
the fhips of war wxre of a larger and more folid 
conflruclion ; and the labours of combat and na- 
vigation were more regularly divided between 
feventy foldiers and tw^o hundred and thirty ma- 
riners. But for the mod part they w^ere of the 
light and manageable fize ; and as the cape of 
Malea in Peloponefus was dill clothed w'ith its 
ancient terrors, an Imperial fleet was tranfported 
five miles over land acrofs the Idhmus of Co- 

sage, according to Dr. Arbuthnot (Tables of ancient Coins, &c. 
p. 231 — 236.), is compared as 4J to one, with an Englilh 100 gun 
<hip. 

73 TheDromones of Leo, &C. are fo clearly deferibed with two 
tire of oars, that I muft cenfure the verfion of Meurfius and 
Fabricius, who pervert the fenfe by a blind attachment to the clallic 
appellation of Trirtmes. The Byzantine hiftorians are foinetimes 
gulity of the lame inaccuracy. 

rinth. 
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rinth The principles of maritime tacHcs had CHAP, 
not undergone any change fmce the time of Thu- l ' ' . 

cydides : a fquadron of gallies itill advanced in a 
crefcent, charged to the front, and ftrove to 
impel their fliarp beaks againft the feeble fides of 
their antagonifts. A machine for cafling (tones 
and darts was built of (Irong timbers in the midft 
of the deck ; and the operation of boarding was 
effected by a crane that hoifted bafkets of armed 
men. The language of (ignals, fo clear and co- 
pious in the naval grammar of the moderns, was 
imperfedtly exprelfed by the various pofitions and 
colours of a commanding flag. In the darknefs of 
the night the fame orders to chafe, to attack, to 
halt, to retreat, to break, to form, were con- 
veyed by the lights of the leading galley. By 
land, the fire fignals were repeated from cue 
mountain to another; a chain of eight (tations 
commanded a fpace of five hundred miles ; and 
Conftantinople in a few hours was apprized of the 
hoftile motions of' the Saracens of Tarfus 
Some eftimate may be formed of the power of 



Conftantin. Porphyrogen. inVit. Bafil. c. Ixi. p. 185. He 
calmly praifes the lhatagem as a | 3 s;A>!i/ <rv/irr,v vm <ropr\v ; 
but the failing round Pcloponefiis is deferibed by his terrified fancy 
as a circumnavigation of a thouland miles. 

75 The continiiator of Theophancs ( 1 . iv. p. 121, 113.) namec 
the fucceflive ftations, the caftle of Lulum near Tarfus, mount 
Argajus, Ifamus, iEgilus, the hill of Mamas, CjTifus, Mocilus, 
the hill of Auxcntlus, the fun-dial of tlte Pharus of the great pa- 
lace. He affirms, that tlie news were tranfmitted tv axxpeiy in an 
indtv'dible moment of time. Miferable amplification,' which, by 
faving too much, fays nothing. How much more forcible and in- 
ftruftive would have been the definition of three, or fix, or twelve 
hours. 

the 



Digitized by Google 




140 

CHAP 

LIII. 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 



the Greek emperors, by the curious and minute 
detail of the armament which was prepared for 
the redudion of Crete. A fleet of one hundred 
and twelve gallies, and feventy-five vefTels of the 
Pamphylian ftyle, was equipped in the capital, 
the iflands of the Aegean fea, and the fea-ports of 
Afia, Macedonia, and Greece. It carried thirty- 
four thoufand mariners, feven. thoufand three 
hundred and forty foldiers, feven hundred Ruf- 
fians, and five thoufand and eighty-feven Mar- 
daites, whofe fathers had been tranfplanted from 
the mountains of Libanus. Their pay, moft 
probably of a month, was computed at thirty-four 
centenaries of gold, about one hundred and thirty- 
fix thoufand pounds flerling. Our fancy is bewil- 
dered by the endlefs recapitulation of arms and 
engines, of clothes and linen, of bread for the 
men and forage for the horfes, and of (lores and 
utenfils of every defeription, inadequate to the 
conqueft of a p>etty ifland, but amply fufficient for 
the eftablifhment of a flourifhing colony 

The invention of the Greek fire did not, like 
that of gunpowder, produce a total revolution in 
theGreeks. To thefe liquid combuftibles, the 

city and empire of Conflantine owed their de- 
liverance ; and they were employed in fieges and 
fea-fights with terrible efled. But they were 



TaftifS 
and rha- 
raficr of 



See the Ccremoniale of Conftantine Porphyrogenihis, I. ii. c. 
++• P- 176—192. A oriticaJ reader will difeern feme inconfiffencics 
in different parts of this account ; but they are not inore obfeure or 
more ftubborn than the eftablilhment and effeflivcs, the prefent and 
fit for duty, the rank and file and the private, of a modem return, 
which retain in proper hands the knowledge of thefe profitablo 
myfieries. 

either 
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either lefs improved;' or, lefs fufceptible of Im- chap. 

% • p • • L 1 1 X** 

provement : the engines or antiquity, the cata- ^ i 
pultse, balifts, and battering-rams, were ftill of 
moft frequent and powerful ufe in the attack and 
defence of fortifications ; nor was the decifion of 
battles reduced to the quick and heavy fire of a 
line of infantry, whom it were fruitlefs to proteQ: 
with armour againft a fimilar fire of their enemies. 

Steel and iron were ftill the common inftruments 
of deftrudion and fafety ; and the helmets, cui- 
rafies, and ftiields, of the tenth century did not, 
either in form or fubftance, eflentially differ from 
thofe which had covered the companions of Alex- 
ander or Achilles But inftead of accuftomin<x 
the modem Greeks, like the legionaries of old, 
to the conftant and eafy ufe of this falutary weight ; 
their armour was laid afide in light chariots, 
which followed the march, till, on the Approach 
of an enemy* they refumed with hafte and re- 
ludance the unufual incumbrance. Their offen- 
five weapons confifted of fwords, battle-axes, and 
fpears ; but the Macedonian pike was fliortened a 
fourth of its length, and reduced to the more con- 
venient meafure of twelve cubits or feet. The 
fharpnefs of the Scythian and Arabian arrows had ' 
been feverely felt ; and the emperors lament the 
decay of archery as a caufe of the public misfor- 
tunes, and recommend, as an advice, and a com- 
mand, that the military youth, till the age of 
forty, Ihould afliduoufly pradife the excrcife of 



<7 See the fifth, fixth, and feventh chapters, trtpi OTrXi.’)', Trtjst 
tvXunu;, and Trtpt in the Ta£tit» of Leo, wth the 

CorrefpoBiling paffages in thofe of Coiillantine, 

the 
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CHAP, the bow The bands, or regiments, were ufu- 
I , ally three hundred ftrong ; and, as a medium 

between the extremes of four and fixteen, the 
foot foldiers of Leo and Conftancine were formed 
eight, deep ; but the cavalry charged in four ranks, 
from the rcafonable confideration, that the weight 
of the front could not be increafed by any pref- 
fure of the hindmoft horfes. If the ranks of the 
infantry or cavalry were fometimes doubled, this 
cautious array betrayed a fecret diftrufl; of the 
courage of the troops, whbfe numbers might fwell 
the appearance of the line, but of whom only a 
chofen band would dare to encounter the fpears 
and fwords of the Barbarians. The order of baN 
tie mull have varied according to the ground, the 
objeft, and the adverfary ; but their ordinary dif- 
pofition, in two lines and a referve, prefented a 
fuccellion of hopes and refources moft agreeable 
to the temper as well as the judgment of the 
Greeks In cafe of a repulfe, the firfi line 
fell back into the intervals of the fecond ; and the 
referve, breaking into two divifions, wheeled 
round the flanks to improve the victory or cover 
the retreat. Whatever authority could ena<2; was 
accompHlhed, at leafl; in theory, by the camps 
and marches, the cxercifes and evolutions, the 

’’ They obftrve t?ij yatjs TruvTiXug au'AJififtojf 

J» . . . £1/ TOIf Pu^CtJOIf TX TTOXXx 1/UV £lli)5f (TlpxXfJI,XTX 
yn/iG' 3 'ai (Leo, Tailic. p. 581. Conftantin. p. Yet 

fuch were not the maxims of the Greeks ami Romans, who 
defpireil tlie loofe and dlftant praflice of archery. 

Compare the palTagcs of the Tadics, p. 669. and 7*1. and 
the witli die xviu'** chapter, > 

edids 
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edl£l:s and books, of the Byzantine monarch^®, 
Whatever art could produce from the forge, the «- ^ j 

loom, or the laboratory, was abundantly fupplied 
by the riches of the prince, and the induftry of 
his numerous workmen. But neither authority 
nor art could frame the moft important machine, 
the foldier himfelf ; and if the ceremonies of Con- 
ftantine always fuppofe the fafe and triumphal 
return of the emperor*', his tadics feldom foar 
above the means of efcaping a defeat, and pro- 
craftinating the war®^. Notwithftanding fome 
tranfient fuccefs, the Greeks were funk in their 
own efteem and that of their neighbours. A cold 
hand and a loquacious tongue was the vulgar 
defcription of the nation : the author of the taQics 
was befieged in his capital ; and the laft of the 
Barbarians, who trembled at the name of the 
Saracens, or Franks, could proudly exhibit the 
medals of gold and filver which they had extorted 
from the feeble fovereign of Conftantinople. 

What fpirit their government and charaQrer 

*° In the preface to his Taffies, Leo very freely deplores the 
lofs of difeipline and the calamities of the times, and repeats, with- 
out fcruple (Proem, p. 537-), the reproaches of , 

uyvy,voc<ri»y &c. nor does it appear that the fame cenfurcs 

were lefs del'erved in tlie next geneiation by the dil’ciples ot Con- 
ftantine. 

*• See in the Ceremonial (1. ii. c. 19 . p. 353 .) the form of the 
emperor’s trampling on the necks of the captive Saracens, while the! 
fingers chanted, “ thou haft made my enemies my footftool !” and 
the people Ihouted forty times tlie kyrie eleifon. 

** Leo obferves (TafHc. p. 668.), that a fair open battle againft 
any nation whatfoever, is STTKSfpx^si and ftrixinlycov ; the words 
are ftrong, and the remark is true ; yet if fuch had been the opinion' 
of the old Romans, Leo had never reigned on tlte Ihores of the 
Tlnacian Bofphorus. 

denied. 
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denied, might have been infpired in fome degree 
by the influence of religion ; but the religion of 
the Greeks could only teach them to fulFer and 
to yield. The emperor Nicephorus, who reftored 
for a moment the difeipline and glory of the 
Roman name, was defirous of bellowing the 
honours of martyrdom on the Chrillians who loll 
their lives in an holy war againll the infidels. 
But this political law was defeated by the op- 
pofition^of the patriarch, the bilhops, and the 
principal fenators ; and they llrenuoully urged the 
canons of St. Bafil, that all who were polluted by 
the bloody trade of a foldier, Ihould be feparated, 
during three years, from the communion of the 
fiiithfulS3. 

I 

Thefe fcruples of the Greeks have been com- 
pared with the tears of the primitive Moflems 
when they were held back from battle ; and 
this contrail of bale fuperllition, and high-fpirited 
enthufiafm, unfolds to a philofophic eye the 
hillory of the rival nations. The fubjecls of the . 
lall caliphs had undoubtedly degenerated from 
the zeal and faith of the companions of the 
prophet. Yet their martial creed Hill reprefented 

Zonaras (ton), it,. 1 . xvi. p. loi, *03.) and Cedrenus (Com- 
pend. p. 668.), who relate the defign of Nicephorus, molt unfortu- 
nately apply the epithet of ycnnxiu? to the oppofition of the 
patrUrch. 

The xviii'>> chapter of the taflics of the different nations, is the 
molt hiliorical and ufeful of the whole colle^ion of Leo. The 
manners and arms of the Saracens (Taflic. p. S09 — 817. and a 
fragment from the Mcdicean MS. in the preface of the vi'h volume 
of Meuriius), the Kuman emperor was too frequently culled upon ta 

•’ the 
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the deity as the author of war*S: the vital ^”111^* 
though latent fpark of fanaticifm ftill glowed in ^ • 

.the heart of their religion, and among the Sara- 
cens who dwelt on the Chriftian borders, it was 
frequently rekindled to a lively and aftive flame. 

Their regular force was formed of the valiant 
flaves who had been educated to guard the perfoa 
and accompany the ftandard of their lord ; but 
the Mufulman people of Syria and Cilicia, of 
Africa and Spain, was awakened by the trumpet 
which proclaimed an holy war againfl: the infidels. 

The rich were ambitious of death or victory in 
the caufe of God ; the poor were allured by the " 
hopes of plunder, and the old, the infirm, and 
the women, affumed their fliare of meritorious 
fen'ice by fending their fubftitutes, with arms 
and horfes, into the field. Thefe offenfive and 
defenfive arms were fimilar in ftrength and temper 
to thofe of the Romans, whom they far excelled 
in the management of the horfe and the bow ; 
the mafly filver of their belts, their bridles, and 
their fwords, difplayed the magnificence of a 
profperous nation, and except fome black archers 
of the South, the Arabs difdained the naked 
bravery of their anceftors. Inftead of ^vaggons, 
they were attended by a long train of camels, 
mules, and afles ; the multitude of thefe animals, 
whom they bedecked with flags and dreamers, 
appeared to fwcll the pomp and magnitude of 
their hoft: and the horfes of the enemy were 

n.xt/ro{ 01 ipys tovQiod aurtoi/ vvo 

y.Xi vo\ty.oi; Xsyna ‘1 roy to» ^ij«rxsp7r(^oi»T.» 

'i9yn rx th; TroAiuaf 6tAo>T«. Leon. Tadic, p. Xej. 

VoL, X. L often 
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^ Lin ^ often difordered by the uncouth figure and odious 
of the camels of the Eaft. Invincible by 
their patience of thirft and heat, their fpirits 
were frozen by a winter’s cold, and the con- 
fcioufnefs of their propenfity to fleep exafted the 
moll rigorous precautions againft the furprifes 
of the night. Their order of battle was a long 
fquare of two deep and folid lines ; 'the firfl: of 
archers, the fecond of cavalry. In their engage- 
ments by fea and land, they fuftained with patient 
-firmnefs the fury of the attack, and feldom ad- 
vanced to the charge till they could difcern and 
opprefs the laflitude of their foes. But if they 
were repulfed and broken, they knew not how to 
rally or renew the combat ; and their difmay was 
heightened by the fuperftitious prejudice, that 
God had declared himfelf on the fide of their 
enemies. The decline and fall of the caliphs 
countenanced this fearful opinion ; nor were there 
wanting, among the Mahometans and Chriftians, 
fome obfcure prophecies which prognofticated 
their alternate defeats. The unity of the Araljian 
empire was diffolved, but the independent frag- 
ments were equal to populous and powerful 
kingdoms ; and in their naval and military arma- 
ments, an emir of Aleppo or Tunis might com- 
mand no defpicahle fund of fkill and indullry and 
' treafure. In their tranfadions of peace and war 
% 

Liutprand (p. 484, 485.) relates and interprets the oracles of 
the Greeks and Saracens, in which, after the falhion of prophecy, 
the pad is clear and hidorical, the future is dark, seniginatical, 
and erroneous. From tliis boundary of light and lhadc, an 
impartial cjitic may eoimnonly determine tlie date of the com- 
pohtion. 

with' 
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yith the Saracens, the princes of Conftantinople' 
too often felt that thefe Barbarians had nothing 
barbarous in their difcipline; and that if they 
were deftitute of original genius, they had been 
endowed with a quick fpirit of curiofity and 
imitation. The model was indeed more perfect 
than the copy : their fhips, and engines, and for- 
tifications, were of a lefs fldlful conftruftion : 
and they confefs, without fhame, that the fame 
' God who has given a tongue to the Arabians,' 
had more nicely falhioned the hands of the Chinefe, 
and the heads of the Greeks 

A name of fome German tribes between the 
Rhine and the Wefer had fpread its viftorious 
influence over the greateft part of Gaul, Germany, 
and Italy ; and the common appellation of 
Franks was applied by the Greeks and Ara- 
bians to the Chriftians of the Latin church, the 
nations of the Weft, who ftretched beyond their 
knowledge to the Ihores of the Atlantic Ocean. 
F'he vaft body had been infpired and united by 
the foul of Charlemagne ; but the divifion and 
degeneracy of his race foon annihilated the Im- 
perial power, which would have rivalled the 
Cjelars of Byzantium, and revenged the indignities 

The il-iife of this dI(lin6lion is exprefled by Abulpharagitis 
(Dynaft. p. i. 62. loi.), but 1 cannot recollcft thtpaflage in which 
it is conveyed by this lively apothegm. 

Ex Francis, quo nomine tain Latinos quam Teutones com- 
prehendit, ludum habuit (Liutpiand. ip Legat. ad Imp. Nicephoi um, 
p. 483, 4S4.). This extenfion of the name may be confirmed 
lioni Conltantine (de adminiltrando Imperio, l.'ii. c. *7, 28.) and 
Eutychius (Annal. tom. i. p. 55,56.), who .both lived before the 
ciufadcs. The tediraonies of AbuJphai agius (Dynaft. p. 69.) and 
A'oulfeda (I’rcfat. ad Gcograjih.) are more recent. 

L 2 of 
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of the Chriftian name. The enemies no lohgef 
feared, nor could the fubjefts any longer truft; ^ , 
the application of a public revenue, the labours 
of trade and manufaftures in the military fervice, 
the mutual aid of provinces and armies, and the 
naval fquadrbns which were regularly ftationed from 
the mouth of the Elbe to that of the Tyber. In the 
beginning of the tenth century, the family of 
Charlemagne had almoll difappeared his mo- 
narchy was broken into itiahy hoftile and inde- 
pendent ftates ; the regal title was affumed by the 
moll ambitious chiefs ; their revolt was imitated 
in a long fubordination of anarchy and difcord, 
and the nobles of every province difobeyed their 
fovereign, oppreffed their vaflals, and exercifed 
perpetual hoftilities againfl their equals and neigh- 
bours. Their private wars, which overturned the 
fabric of government, fomented the martial fpirit 
of the nation. In the fyftem of modern Europe, 
the power of the f’vord is polTefled, at leaft in 
fait, by five or fix mighty potentates ; their 
I operations are conduced on a diftant frontier, by 
an order of men who devote their lives to the 
itudy and praftice of the military art : the reft of 
the country and community enjoys in the midft 
of war the tranquillity of peace, and is only made 
fenfible of the change by the aggravation or de- 
creafe of the public taxes. In the diforders of the 
tenth and eleventh centuries, every peafant was a 
foldier, and every village a fortification ; each 
wood or valley was a fcene of murder and rapine; 

. ;jnd the lords of each caftle were compelled to 
alTume the character of princes, and warriors. 

To 
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To -their own courage and policy, they boldly 
trulled for the lafety of their family, the protec- « — 
tion of their lands, and the revenge of their inju-^ 

. ries ; and, like the conquerors of a larger fize, 
they were too apt to tranfgrefs the privilege of de- 
fenfive war. The powers of the mind and body 
were hardened by the prefence of danger and ne- 
ceflity of refolution : the fame fpirit refufed to de- 
fert a friend and to forgive an enemy ; and, in- 
Itead of fleeping under the guardian care of the 
magiftrate, they proudly difdained the authority 
of the laws. In the days of feudal anarchy, the 
inftruments of agriculture and art were converted 
into the weapons of blood Ihed : the peaceful occu- 
pations. of civil and ecclefiaftical fociety were abo- 
lilhed , or corrupted ; and the bilhop who ex- 
changed his mitre for an helmet, was more forci- 
bly urged bv the manners of the times than by the 
obligation of his tenure 

The love of freedom and of arms was felt, with dia- 
confcious pride, by the Franks themfelves, and is 
obferved by the Greeks with fome degree of 
amazement and terror. “ The Franks,” fays the 
emperor Conftantine, “ are bold and valiant to the 
“ verge of temerity ; and their dauntlefs fpirit is 
“ fupported by the contempt of danger and death. 

“ In the field and in clofe onfet, they prefs to the 
“ front, and rulh headlong againfl the enemy. 

On this rubjc6l of ecclefiaftical and beneficiary difeipline, father 
Thomaftin (tom. iii. I. i. c. 40. 45, 46, 47.) may be ufefiilly con- 
sulted. A general law of Charlemagne exempted the biihops from 
peiTonal fervice ; but the oppofite praflice, which prevailed from the 
ix’** to the xv*k century, is countenanced by the example or filence of 
faints and doftors . . , You juftify your cowanliceby the holy canons, 

(hys Ruthcrius of Verona } the canons likewift; furbid you tu whore, 
and yet— — 

VoL. X. L 3 without 
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“ without deigning to compute either his numbers 
“ or their own. Their ranks are formed by the 
. “ firm connections of confanguinity and friend- 
“ fhip ; and their martial deeds are prompted by , 
“ the defire of faving or revenging their dcareft 
“ companions. In their eyes, a retreat is a 
“ fhameful flight ; and flight is indelible in- 
famy A nation endowed with fuch high 
and ii\trepid fpirit, mull have been fecure of vic- 
tory, if thefe advantages had not been counterba- 
lanced by many weighty defeats. The decay of 
their naval power left the Greeks and Saracens 
in poflelTion of the fea, for every purpofe of an- 
noyance and fupply. In the age which preceded 
the inftitution of knighthood, the Franks w'ere 
rude and unfkilful in the fervice of cavalry 9' ; and, 
in all perilous emergencies, their warriors were fo 
confeious of their ignorance, that they chofe to dif- 
mount from their horfes and fight on foot. Unprac- 
tifed in the ufe of pikes, or of miflile weapons, they 
were encumbered by the length of their fwords, the 
weight of their armour, the magnitude of their 
Ihields, and, if I may repeat the fatireof the meagre 
Greeks, by their unwieldy intemperance. Their 
independent fpirit difdained the yoke of fubordi- 
nntion, and abandoned the ftandard of their chief, 
if hb attempted to keep the field beyond the term 

In tfie xviii"'' chapter of his Taftics, the emperor Leo has fairly 
ftated the military vices and virtues of the Franks (whom Meurfius 
ridiculoully tranllates by and the Lombards, or Langobards. 

See likewife the xxvi'*! Difl'ertation of Muratori de Antiqnitatibus 
Italix medii ^vi. 

Domini tui milites (fays the proud Nicephorus) equitandi ignari 
pedeftris pugnae font infeii : feutorum magnitudo, ioricarum gravi- 
tudo, eniiuin longitude, galeanimque pondus neutra parte pugnaie eos 
finit ; ac lubridens, impedit, inqnit, et eos gaftrimargia hoc eft ven- 
tris ingluvies, &c. Liutpraud. in Legat. p.-^So, <).Si. 

of 
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of their ftipulation or fervice. On all fides they chap. 
■were open to the fnares of an enemy, lefs brave, . . 

but more artful, than themfelves. They might 
be bribed, for the Barbarians were venal ; or fur- 
prifed in the night, for they neglected the precau- ' 
tions of a clofe encampment or vigilant centinels. 

The fatigues of a fummer’s campaign exhaufted 
their ftrength and patience, and they funk in de- 
fpair if their voracious appetite was difappointed 
of a plentiful fupply of wine and of food. This 
general character of the Franks was marked with ' 

Ibme national and local fhades, which I fhould 
afcribe to accident, rather than to climate, but 
which were vifible both to natives and to foreign- 
ers. An ambaffador of the great Otho declared, 
in the palace of Conllantinople, that the Saxons 
could difpute with fwords better than with pens ; 
and that they preferred inevitable death to the dif- 
honour of turning their backs to an enemy It 
■was the glory of the nobles of France, that, in 
their humble dwellings, war and rapine were the 
only pleafure, the foie occupation, of their lives. 

They affetled to deride the palaces, the banquets, 
the poliflied manners, of the Italians, who, in the 
eftimate of the Greeks themfelves, had degene- 
rated from the liberty and valour of the ancient 
Lombards 

By 

In Saxonia certe fcio .... decentlus enCbus pugnare quam cala- > 
nils, et prius mortem obire quam hoftibus terga dare (Liutprand, 
p. 482.). 

93 ^pxyfot TOii/UK x«» Acyi) 3 *pJo» \oyov tXtufltpja? Trrp* 
iroXAs voiBVTXty aXX’ 01 j*ev AoyijSxp^ot ro •jr^coi/ T»if 
'roixvTri^ XfSTTit vui/ xirtaMcxv. Leonis TafiUca, c. 18. p. 805. 

L 4 The 
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CH AP." r By the well-known edid of Caracalla, his fub« 
c ' jedls, from Britain to Egypt, .were entitled to the 
Oblivion name and privileges of Romans, and their national 
Latin Ian- fovcrcign might fix his occafional or permanent re-, 
guage. fidence in any province of their common country, ‘ 
In the divifion of the Eafl: and Weft, an ideal unity 
was fcrupuloufly preferved, and in their titles, laws, 
and ftatutes, the fucceffors of Arcadius and Ilo- 
norius announced themfelves as the infeparable 
colleagues of the feme office, as the joint fove- ' 
reigns of the Roman world and city, which were*' 
bounded by the feme limits. After the fall of the 
Weftem monarchy, the majefty of the purple re- 
fided folely in the princes of Conftantinople ; and j 
of thefe, Juftinian was the firft, w'ho after a di-. 
vorce of fixty years regained the dominion of anci- 
ent Rome, and afferted, by the right of conqueft, 

• the auguft title of emperor of the Romans A 

motive of vanity or difeontent folicited one of his 



The emjicror Leo died A. D. 911 : an hillorical poem, which ends in 
916J and appears to have been cornpofed in 94x5, by a native of Vene- 
tia, difcriniinatcs in thefe verfes the manners of Italy and France ; 
—Quid inertia bello 

Peftora (Uberfus ait) duris praetenditis armis 
O Itali ? Potius vobis facra pocula cordi j 
Ssepius tt ilomaebum nitidis laxai-e faginis ^ 

Elatafque domes nitilo fulcire metallo. 

Non eadem Gallos fimilis vel cura reraordet^ 

Vicinas quibus eft ftudium devincei-e terras 
Deprdfumque larem fpoliis hinc inde cca^Hs 
Suilentare.— 

■(Anonym. Carmen Panegyricum de Laudibus Berengarli Auguftf, 

I. ii. in Muratori Script. Kerum Italic, tom. ii. pars i. p. 393.) 

Juftinian, fays the hiftorian Agathias ( 1 . v. p. 157.), srpwroff ‘ 
PuiiAuim dOTOKpoiTtep ovof^xn KXi TrpxyfjLXTi. Yet the fpeci- 
ftc title of emperor of the Romans was not ufed at Conftantinople, till 
it had been claimed by the French and German emperors of old 
Rome. 

fucceffors. 
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facceffors,' Conftans the fecond, to abandon the chap, 
Thracian Bofphorus, and to reftore the priftine > — j 
honours of the Tyber: an extravagant project (ex- 
claims the malicious Byzantine), as if he had de- 
fpoiled a beautiful and blooming virgin, to enrich, • i 

or rather to expofe, the deformity of a wrinkled 
and decrepid matron ^5. But the fword of the 
Lombards oppofed his fettlement in Italy ; he en- 
tered Rome, not as a conqueror, but as a fugi- 
tive, and after a vifit of twelve days, he pillaged, 
and for ever deferted, the ancient capital of the 
world The final revolt and reparation of Italy 
was accomplifhed about two centuries after the 
conquefts of Juftinian, and from his reign we may 
date the gradual oblivion of the Latin tongue. 

That legiflator had compofed his Inllitutes, his 
Code, and his Pandedfs, in a language which he 
celebrates as the proper and public llyle of the 
Roman government, the confecrated idiom of the 
palace and fenate of Conftantinople, of the camps 
and tribunals of the Eaft;57. But this foreign 



Conftantine ManalTea reprobates this defign in his barbarous 

verfe : 

T?iv sroXtv Ttii' atroxocju.tio'ai GsXwv, 

K«t rriii TptTriptirtXu Pujutt, 

Xlf fiTtf *j3poroX(fov «iroxo(r/*»i(r£( 

K«i ypx'jv Ttvx rpmoputiov u; xopTii/ oipxicct. 
and it is confirmed by Theophanes, Zonaras, Cedrenus, andtheHif- 
toria Mifcella : voluit in urbein Romam Imperiiim transferre (I. xix. 
p. 157. in tom. i. pars i. of the Scriptorcs Rer. Ital. of Muratori). 

9 * Paul. Diacon. 1 . v. c. ii. p. 480. Anaftafius in Vitis Pontifi- 
cum, in Muratori's Collcflion, tom. iii. pars i. p. 141. 

97 Confult the preface of Ducange (ad GlolT. Gi <ec. medii /Evi), 
smd the novels of Juftinian (vii. Ixvi.). The Greek language was 
xotvof, the Latin was nxrptoi to himfelf, xvptUTxroi to tlic 
TToXiTtlxi the l^ftem of government. 

diakO; 
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CHAP. dialeiSI was unknown to the people and foldiers of - 
^ the Afiatic provinces, it was imperfefUy under- 

ftood by the greater part of the interpreters of the 
laws and the ininillers of the ftate. After a Ihort 
conflict, nature and habit prevailed over the obfolete’ 
inftitutions of human power : for the general be- 
nefit of his fubjefts, Juftinian promulgated his 
Hovels in the two languages ; the feveral parts ^ 
of his voluminous jurifprudence were fucceflively 
tranflated : the original was forgotten, the ver- . . 
fion was ftudied, and the Greek, whofe intrinfic 
merit deferved indeed the preference, obtained a 
legal as well as popular eftablilhment in the By- 
zantine monarchy. 'I'he birth and refidence of 
fucceeding princes eftranged them from the Ro- 
man idiom : Tiberius by the Arabs ’9^ and Mau- 
rice by the Italians are diftinguilhed as the firfl 
of the Greek Caefars, as the founders of a new 

, Ou fxtv xXXa, x*i AiKTinxi) xau tij nri ra? 

Tit? iTvviiuxt rauTrv ha*i «7r£T£ij^i^t (Mstth. 

Hii». Turis, apud Pabric. Bibliot. Graec. lom. xii. p. 

The Code and Pandefts (the latter by Tlialelaeiis) were tianllatcd in 
th e time of Jiilfinian (p. 358. 366.). .Theophilus, one of the original 
tiiumvirs, has left an elegant, though diffulc, paraphrafe of the Infti- 
tiites. On theother hand, Julian, anteceffor of Conifantinople (A. D. 
«I70), exxf Novellas Graecas elegant! Latinitate donavit (Heineccius, 
iliif. 1 . K. p. 396.) for the ufe of Italy and Africa. 

Abulpharagiiis afllgns the vh’’' Dynafty to the Franks or Ro- 
man', the vliit'^ to the Greeks, the ix’** to the Arabs. A tempore 
Ai'.guili Cx-laris donee iinperarct Tiberius Cselar fpatio circiter anno- 
Tum 600 fuyunt imperatorcs C. P. Patricii, et prsecipua pars exert! - 
lus Romani : extra quod, confiliarii, feribx ct populus, oinnes Gr:cci 
fucrunt; deindi; regnum etiam Gncanicttm faflum eft (p. 96. veif. 
Pocock). The Chriltian and ecclefiaftical fludies of Abuljiharagitrs 
gave him feme advantage over the more ignorant Mujle.ms. 

Primus ex Gratcorum genere in imperio confirmatus eft ; or, 
arcoreling to another MS. of Paulus Diaconui ( 1 . iii. c. 15. p. 443 -)> 
in Grsecorum Impei io, ' 

- . dynafty 
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dynafty and empire ; the filent revolution was ac- c h a p. 
complirtied before the death of Heraclius ; and the . ^ . 

ruins of the Latin fpeech were darkly preferved in 
the terms of jurifprudence and the acclamations of 
the palace. After the reftoration of the Weftern- 
empire by Charlemagne and the Oihos, the names 
of Franks and Latins acquired an equal fignifica- 
tion and extent ; and thefe haughty Barbarians af-’ 
ferted, with fome juftice, their fuperior claim to' 
the language and dominion of Rome. They in- 
fulted the aliens of the Eaft who had renounced 
the drefs and idiom of Romans ; and their reafon- 
able practice will juftify the frequent appellation 
of Greeks'®*. But this contemptuous appellation’ The Greek 
was indignantly rejected by the prince and people aiHniiur 
to whom it is applied. Whatfoever changes had f«>>jcas 
been introduced by the lapfeof ages, they alleged aifethe 
a lineal and unbroken fucceflion from Auguftu^ Komar! 
and Conftantine ; and, in the lowed period of de- 
generacy and decay, the name of Romans ad- 
hered to the laft fragments of the empire of Con- 
ftantinople*®*. 

*°‘ Oh!* linguam, mores, veftefqric mutaftis, pntavit Sanfliflimus 
Papa (an audacious irony), ita vos (vobis) dilpliccre Roinanorum 
nomen. His nuncios, rogabant Nicephorum Inipcratorein Grxco- 
rum, utcum Otlione Impeiatore Romanorum amicitlam facerct (Liut- 
prand in Legatione, p. 486.). 

102 Ry Laonicus Chalcocondylcs, who furvivcj the laft ficgc of 
Conftantinople, the account is thus ttated (I. i. p. 3.). Conftantine 
tranfplanled his Latins of Italy to a Greek city of Thrace: they 
adopted the language and manners of the natives, who were con- 
founded with them under the name of Romans. The kings of Con- 
ftantinople, fays the hiftorian, fttr to Tfiais ojutkj 
TutAXiuv TC «uToxpaiTop«f ottroxaiXtti', EXXrii/UD 

While 
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-Wlule the gbvernment of the Eaft was tranf- 
acled in Latin, the Greek was the language of lite- 
rature and philofophy j nor could the mailers of this 
rich and perfett idiom be tempted to envy the bor- 
rowed learning and imitative tafte of their Roman 
difciples. After the fall of Paganifm, the lofs of, 
Syria and Egypt, and the extindion of the fchools 
of Alexandria and Athens, the ftudies of the 
Greeks infenfibly retired to fome regular mpna- 
fteries, and above all to the royal college of Con^ 
ftantinople, w hich was burnt iii the reign of Leo 
the Ifaurian’^“3. In the pompous ftyle of the age, 
the prefident of that foundation was named the 
Sun of Science : his twelve alTociates, the profef- 
fors in the different arts and faculties, were the 
twelve figns of the zodiac ; a library of thirty-fix 
thouland five hundred volumes was open to their 
enquiries ; and they could fhew an ancient manu- 
feript of Homer, on a roll of parchment one hun- 
dred and twenty feet in length, the inteftines, as 
it w as fabled, of a prodigious ferpent''^'^. But the 
feventh and eighth centuries were a period of dif- 
.cord and darknefs; the library w'as burnt, the col- 
lege was abolifhed, the Iconoclafts are reprefented 
as the foes of antiquity ; and a favage ignorance 

See Ducarge (C. P. Chrift\lna, I. ii. p. 150, 151.), who col- 
tK,ts the teftitnonics, not cf Theoplianes, hot at lealt of Zonaras (tom. 
li. I. XV. p. 104.), Cedrenus (p. 4 .;+-)> Michael Glycas (p. 281.), 
Contlantine Manafles (p. 87.). After refuting the ahfurd charge 
againlt the emiieror, Spaiiheim (Hilt. Imaginum, p^ 99 — 
a true advocate, proceeds to doubt or deny the reality of the fire, and 
ainaoll of the library. 

According to Malchus (apud Zonar. 1 . xiv. p. 53.), this Ho- 
mer was buDit in the time of Bafdifciis. The MS. might be renewed 
on a fcr^ieiit's Ikjn Moll Ui ajigo and incredible I 

and 
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and contempt of letters has difgraced the princes 
of the Heraclean and Ifaurian dynafties"^^. 

' In the ninth century, we trace the firft dawnings 
of the reftoration of fcience After the fanati- 
cifm of the Arabs had fubfided, the caliphs afpired 
to conquer the arts, rather than the provinces, of 
the empire : their liberal curiofity rekindled the 
emulation of the Greeks, bruflied away the dud: 
from their ancient libraries, and taught them to 
know and reward the philofophers, whofe labours 
had been hitherto repaid by the pleafure of fludy 
and the purfuit of truth. The Casfar Bardas, the 
uncle of Michael the third, was the generous pro- 
teftor of letters, a title which alone has preferv’ed 
his memory and excufed his ambition. A particle 
of the treafures of his nephew was fometimes di- 
verted from the indulgence of vice and folly ; ^ 
fchool was opened in the palace of Magnaura; 
and the prefence of Bardas excited the emulation 
of the mafters and ftudents. At their head was 
the philofopher Leo, archbilhop of ThelTalonica ; 
his profound Ikill in aftronomy and the mathema- 
tics was admired by the ftrangers of the Eaft ; and 
this occult fcience was magnified by vulgar credu- 
lity, which modeftly fuppofes that all knowledge 
fuperior to its own rauft be the effeft of iufpiration 



CH AP. 

LIII. 

V ^ 

Revival of 

Greek 

learning. 



The xXoyiec. of Zonaraa, the ay/sias xxi ctfAot^iX of Cedre- 
nu 3 , are ftrong words, perhaps not ill-iiiitcd to theic reigns. 

See Zouaras ( 1 . xvi. p. i6o, i6i.) and Cedrenus (p. 549, 
550.). Like fryar Eacon, the philofopher Leo has been transformed 
by ignorance into a conjurer : yet not fo imdefervedly, if he be the 
author of the oracles more commonly aferibed to the eraperot of tlie 
fame name. The pUyfics of Leo in MS. are in the library of Vienna 
(Fabricius, Eibliot. C'rajc. ^m. vi. p. 366. tom. xii. p. 781.). 
Q^iefcant ! 

or 
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CHAP. Of. rtiagie. At the preffing intreaty of the Csefar, 

t ' j his friend, the celebrated Phodus*°7, renounced 
the freedom of a fecular and iludious life, afcended 
the patriarchal throne, and was alternately excom- 
municated and abfolved by the fynods of the Eall 
and Weft. By the confeflion even of prieftly ha- 
tred, no art or fcience, except poetry, was foreign 
to this univerfal fcholar, who was deep in thought, 
indefatigable in reading, and eloquent in^ didion. 
Whilft he exercifed the office of protofpathaire, or 
captain of the guards, Photius was fent ambafla- 
dor to the caliph of Bagdad*°®. The tedious hours 
of exile, perhaps of confinement, were beguiled 
by the hafty compofition of his Library, a living 
monument of erudition and criticifm. Two hun- 
dred and fourfcore writers, hiftorians, orators, phi- 
lofophers, theologians, are review^ed without any 
regular method : he abridges their narrative or 
doftrine, appreciates their ftyle and charadker, and 
judges even the fathers of the church with a dif- 
creet freedom, which often breaks through the fu- 
perftition of the times. The emperor Bafil, who 
lamented the defeds of his own education, en- 
trufted to the care of Photius his fon and fucceffor 

The ecclefiaftlcal and literary charafler of Photius, is copioufly 
'dircufiTcd by Hanckius (de Scriptoribus Byzant. p. 269 — 396.) and 
Fabricins. 

. >o8 Afftruptaj can only mean Bagiiad, the feat of the caliph ; 

and the relation of his embalTy might have been curious and inllruflive. 
But how did he procure his books ? A library fo numerous could nei- 
ther be found at Bagdad, nor tranfportcd with his baggage, imr pre- 
ferved in his memory. Yet the lail, however incredible, feems to be 
affirmed by Photius himfelf, etr«? auTCcv »j ptvripin 
Camufat (Hift. Critique dcs Journaux, p. 8,-— 94..) gives agood ac- 
count of the Myriobibion, 

Leo 
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Leo the philofopher ; and the reign of that piince chap. 
and of his fon Conftantine Porphyrogenitus forms . , 

one of the moft profperous aeras of the Byzantine 
literature. By their munificence the treafures of 
antiquity were depofited in the Imperial library ; 
by their pens, or thofe of their aflbciates, they 
were imparted in fuch extrafts and abridgn>ents 
as might amufe the curiofity, without opprefling 
the indolence, of the public. Befides the Baftlics, 
or code of laws, the arts of hufbandry and war, 
of feeding or deftroying the human fpecies, wer« ' 
propagated with equal diligence ; and the hiflory 
of Greece and Rome was digefted into fifty-three 
heads or titles, of which two only (of embalfies, 
and of virtues and vices) have efcaped the injuries 
of time. In every ftation, the reader might con- 
template the image of the paft world, apply the 
leflbn or warning of each page, and learn to ad- 
mire, perhaps to imitate, the examples of a brighter 
period. I lhall not expatiate on the works of the ' 
Byzantine Greeks, who, by the afliduous ftudy of 
the ancients, have deferved in fome meafure the 
remembrance and gratitude of the moderns. The 
fcholars of the prefent age may Hill enjoy the be- 
nefit of the philofophical common-place book of 
Stobteus, the grammatical and hiltoric lexicon of 
Suidas, the Chiliads of Tzetzes, which comprife 
fix hundred narratives in twelve thoufand verfes, 
and the commentaries on Homer of F.uflathius 
archbifliop of ThelTalonica, who, from his horn of 
plenty, has poured the names and authorities ’of 
four hundred writers. From thefc originals, and 

from 
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CHAP, from the numerous tribe of fcholiafts and critics 
, , feme eftimate may be formed of the literary wealth 

of the twelfth century : Conftantinople was en- 
lightened by the genius of Homer and Demof- 
thencs, of Ariftotle and Plato ; and in the enjoy- 
ment or neglect of our prefent riches, we mull 
envy the generation that could ftill perufe the hif- 
tory of Theopompus, the orations of Hyperides, 
the comedies of Menander and the odes of 
Alcasus and Sappho. The frequent labour of illuf- 
tration attefts not only the exiftence but the popu- 
larity of the Grecian daffies : the general know- 
ledge of the age may be deduced from the example 
of two learned females, the emprefs Eudocia, and 
the princefs Anna Comnena, who cultivated, in 
the purple, the arts of rhetoric and philofophy 

The 

*09 Of thefe modern Greeks, fee the refpeftive articles in the Bibli- 
otheca Graeca of Fabricius; a laborious work, yet fufceptible of a 
^better method and many improvements i of Eu/lathius (tom. i. p. zSj 
—191. 306 — 329.), of the Pfelli (a diatribe of Leo Allatius, ad cal- 
cem tom. v.), of Conllantine Porphyrogenitus (tom. vi. p. 4.86—. 
509.), of John Stobaeus (tom.viii. 665—718.), of Suidas (tom. ix, 
p'. 610 — 827.), JohnTzetzes (tom. xii. p. 145— 273.). Mr. Harris, 
in his Philological Arrangements, opus fenile, has given a (ketch of 
this Byzantine learning (p. 287 — 300.). 

From obfciire and hearfay evidence, Gerard VoBIus (dePoetli 
Grsecis, c. 6.) and le Clerc (Bibiiotheque ChoiGe, tom. xix. p. 285.) 
mention a commentary of Michael Piellus on twenty-four plays of Me- 
nander, ftill extant in MS. at Condantinople. Yet fuch claflic lludie» 
feem .iitcomp^tible with the gravity or dulnefs of a fchoolman, who 
pored over the categories (de Pfellis, p. 42.) : and Michael has proba- 
bly been confounded with Homerus SelJius, who wrote arguments to 
the comedies of Menander. In the x'8 century, Suidas’ quotes fifty 
plays, but he often tranferibes the old fcholiaft of Afiftopbanes. 

Anna Comnena may boaft of her Greek ftyle (to EWrin^uv 
If SiXfw and Zonaras, her conlemporary, but not her 

fiaUercr, 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. ' i6i 

*The vulgar dialed! of the city was grofs and bar- 
barous : a more corredl and elaborate ftylc diftin- 
guilhed -the difcourfe;* or at lead: the compofitions, 
of the church and palace, which fometimes aflfedted 
to copy the purity of the Attic models. 

In our modern education, the painful though Decay of 
necelfary attainment of two languages, which are 
no longer living, may confume the time and damp 
the ardour of the youthful ftudent. The poets 
and orators were long imprifoned in the barbarous 
dialedis of our Weftern anceftors, devoid of har- 
mony or grace ; and their genius, without precept 
or example, was abandoned to the rude and native 
powers of their judgment and fancy. But the 
Greeks of Conftantinople, after purging away the 
impurities of their vulgar fpeech, acquired the 
free ufe of their ancient language, the nioft happy 
eompofition of human art, and a familiar know- 
ledge of the fublime mailers who had pleafed or 
inilrufted the firil of nations. But thefe advan- , ’ 
tages only tend to aggravate the reproach and 
Ihame of a degenerate people. They held in their 
lifelefs hands the riches of their fathers, without in- 
heriting the fpirit which had created and imoroved 
that facred patrimony : they read, they pralfed, 
they compiled, but their languid fouls feemed 
alike incapable of thought and adlion. In the re* • 
volution of ten centuries, not a fingle difeovery 
was made to exalt the dignity or promote tlje h.ap- 



fiattercr, may add with truth, 

The piinceff was converfant with the artful dialogues of Plato ; and 
had dudied the TfTpjtJCUf, or quadrivium of adrolcgy, geometry', 
irithmetic, and mufic (fee her preface to the .'i.lcxiad, with Ducange's ' 
sgtes). 

VoL. X* ML pinefs 
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CHAP, plnefs of mankind. Not a fingle idea has beerf 

t , added to the fpeculative fyftems of antiquity, and 
a fucceflion of patient difciples became in their 
turn the dogmatic teachers of the next fervile ge- 
neration. Not a fingle compofition of hiftory, 
philofophy, or literature, has been faved from ob- 
livion by the intrinfic beauties of llyle or fentiment;, 
of original fancy, or even of fuccefsful imitation. 
In profe, the lead offenfiye of the Byzantine wri- 
ters are abfolved from cenfure by their naked and 
unprefuming fimplicity ; but the orators, mod elo- 
quent"^ in their own conceit, are the farthed re- 
moved from the models whom they affeft to emu- 
late. In every page our tade and reafon are 
wounded by the choice of gigantic and obfolete 
words, a did' and intricate phrafeology, the dif- 
cord of images, the childifh play of falfe or unfea- 
fonable ornament, and the painful attempt to ele- 
vate themfelves, to adonifli the reader, and to in- 
volve a trivial meaning in the fmoke of obfeurity 
and exaggeration. Their profe is foaring to thrf' 
vicious affetlation of poetry : their poetry is fink- 
ing below the datnefs and infipidity of profe. The 
tragic, epic, and lyric mufes, were filent and in- 
glorious r the bards of Condantinople feldom rofe 
above a riddle or epigram, a panegyric or tale j 
they forgot even the rules of profody ; and with- 
the melody of Homer yet founding in’ their ears, 
they confound all meafure of feet and fyllables in 
the impotent drains which have received the name 

* To ccnfiii c the Byrantine tide, Diicange (Prefat. GIofT. Grace, 
p. 17.) ftrings the authorities of Aulus Gellkis, jerom Pelronius, 
George Haniartolus, Longinus j who give at once the precept and the 
example. 

of 
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C>f poliilcal or city verfes The minds of the 
Greeks were bound in the fetters of a bafe and 
imperious fuperftition, wliich extends her domi- 
nion round the circle of profane fcience. Their 
underftandings were bewildered in metaphyfical 
controverfy ; in the belief of vifions and miracles, 
they had lofl; all principles of moral evidence, and 
their tafle was vitiated by the homilies of the 
monks, an abfurd medley of declamation and 
fcripture. Even thefe contemptible ftudies were 
no longer dignified by the abufe of fuperior tar- 
lents : the leaders of the Greek church were hum- 
bly content to admire and copy the oracles of an- 
tiquity, nor did the fchools or pulpit produce any 
rivals of the fame of Athanafius and Chryfof- 
tom 

In all the purfuits of aftive and fpeculative life, 
the emulation of Hates and individuals is the mofl: 
powerful fpring of the efforts and improvements of 
mankind. The cities of ancient Greece were call: 
in the happy mixture of union and independence, 
which is repeated on a larger fcale, but in a loofer 
form, by the nations of modern Europe : the 
union of language, religion, and manners, which 
renders them the fpeclators and judges of each 
others merit : the independence of government 
and intereft, which afferts their feparate freedom. 

The verjus polifid, thbfe common proftitute?, as, from their 
eafinefs, they are rtyled by Leo Allatius, tifually coiMlft of fifteen fyl- 
lables. They are ufej by Confiantine Manafl*s, John Tzetzcs, &c. 
(Ducange, Gloff. Latin, tom. iii. p. i. p. 345, 346. edit. Bafil, 176a.) 

As St. Bernard of the Latin, fo St. John Dainafcenus in the 
viii'’’ century, is revered as the laft father of the Greek, church. 

“5 Hume’s Effays, vol. i. p. 125, 

M 2 and 

i 
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CM A P.. and excites them to flrive for pre-eminence in the 
t_ — -1 I career of glory. The fituation of the Romans 
was lefs favourable ; yet in the early ages of 
the republic, which fixed the national charadler, 
a fimilar emulation was kindled among the ftates 
of Latium and Italy ; and, in the arts and fcf- 
ences, they afpired ter equal or furpafs their 
Grecian mailers. The empire of the Csefails 
undoubtedly checked the aftivity and progrefs 
of the human mind ; its rnagnitude might in- 
deed allow . fome fcope for domelllc compe- 
tition ; but when it was gradually reduced, 
at fir ft to the Eaft and at laft to Greece and 
Conftantinople, the Byzantine fubjedts were de- 
' graded to an abjedl and languid temper, the 

natural effedl of their folitary and infulated 
ftate. From the North they w'ere opprelTed by 
, namelefs tribes of Barbarians, to whom they 

fcarcely imparted the appellation of men. The 
language and religion of the more polilhed 
Arabs were an infurmountable bar to all focial 
intercourfe. The conquerors of Europe were 
their brethren in the Chriftian faith ; but the 
fpeech of the Franks or Latins was unknown, 
their manners were rude, and they were rarely 
connecled, in peace or w'ar, with the fuccelfors 
of HeracHus. Alone in the univerfe, the felf- 
fatisfied pride of the Greeks was not difturbed 
by the comparifon of foreign merit ; and 
it is no wonder if they fainted in the race, 
.fince they had neither competitors to urge: 
their fpeed, nor judges to crown their vidlory. 
The nations of Europe and Afia were mingled 
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by the expeditions to the Holy Land ; and it chap. 
is under the Comnenian dynafty that a faint 



emulation of knowledge and military virtue 
?.vas rekindled in the Byzantine empire. 



V 
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CHAP. LIV. 



Origin and Do6lrine of the PauUcians. — Their 
Perfecution by the Greek Emperors. — Revolt in 
Armenia, tAc. — Tranfplantation into Thrace.—^ 
Propagation in the Weft. — The Seeds, Charader„ 
and Confequences of the Reformation, 



CHAP. 

LlV. 

Supine I'u- 
ptrilition 
ot the 
Greek 
church. 



I N the profeflion of Chriftianity, the variety of 
national characters may be clearly diftinguillied, 
The natives of Syria and Egypt abandoned their 
lives to lazy and contemplative devotion ; Rome 
again afpired to the dominion of the world ; and 
the wit of the lively and loquacious Greeks was 
confumed in the difputes of metaphyfical theology. 
The incomprehenfible mylleries of the Trinity 
and Incarnation, inftead of commanding their 
filent fubmilTion, were agitated in vehement and 
fubtle controverfies, which enlarged their faith 
at the expence perhaps of their charity and 
reafon. From the council of Nice to the end of 
the feventh century, the peace and unity of the 
church was invaded by thefe fpiriiual wars ; and 
fo deeply did they affect thq decline and fall of 
the empire, that the hillorian has too often beeri 
compelled to attend the fynods, to explore the 
creeds, and to enumerate the fefts, of this bufy 
period of ecclefiaftical annals. From the begin- 
ning of the eighth century to the laft ages of the 
Byzantine empire the found of controverfy was 
feldom heard : curiofity was e-xhaufteJ, zeal was 

fatigued, 
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fatigued, and, in the decrees of fix councils, the 
articles of the Catholic faith had been irrevocably 
defined. The fpirit of difpute, however vain and 
pernicious, requires fome energy and exercife of 
the mental faculties ; and the proftrate Greeks 
were content to fall, to pray, and to believe, in 
blind obedience to the patriarch and his clergy. 
During a long dream of fuperftition, the Virgin 
and the Saints, their vifions and miracles, their 
relics and images, were preached by the monks 
and worfhipped by the people ; and the appellation 
of people might be extended without injuftice to 
the firft ranlcs of civil fociety. At an unfeafonable 
moment, the Ifaurian emperors attempted fbme- 
what rudely to awalcen their fubjecls : under their 
influence, realbn might obtain fome profelytes, 
a far greater number was fwayed by interefl: or 
fear ; but the Eaftern world embraced or deplored 
their vilible deities, and the reftoration of images 
was celebrated as the feaft of orthodoxy. In this 
paffive and unariimous ftate the ecclefialtical rulers 
were relieved from the toil, or deprived of the 
plealure, of perfecution. The Pagans had dif- 
appeared ; the Jews wCTe filent and obfeure; 
the dlfputcs with the Latins were rare and remote 
hoftilities againft a national enemy j and the fefts 
of Egypt and Syria enjoyed a free toleration, 
under the fhadow of the Arabian caliphs. About 
the middle of the feventh century, a branch of 
Manichseans was felefted as the viftims of fpiritual 
tyranny : their patience was at length exafperated 
to defpair and rebellion ; and their exile has fcatr 
Jered over the Weft the feeds of reformation. 

M 4 "l^hefe 
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c A P. Thefe important events will juftify fome enquiry 
u— into the doftrine and ftory of the Paulicians ' } 
and, as they cannot plead for themfelves, our 
\ candid criticifm will magnify the pod, and abate 
or fufpeft the evil, that is reported by their 
adverfaries. 

Oiitriu of The Gnoftics, who had difl;ra£l:ed the infancy, 
the Pauli- -yt'ere oppreffed by the greatnefs and authority, of 
diicipies of the church. Inftead of emulating or furpaffmg 
A 0^660 wealth, learning, and numbers, of the Ca? 
i-c. tholics, their obfcure remnant was driven from 
the capitals of the Eaft and Weft, and confined 
, to the villages and mountains along the borders 
of the Euphrates. Some veftige of the Marcionites 
may be detefted in the fifth century * ; but the 
numerous feds were finally loft in the odious 
name of the Manichteans ; and thefe heretics, 
who prefumed to reconcile the dodrines of Zo- 
roafter and Chrift, were purfued by the two 
religions with equal and unrelenting hatred. 
Under the grandfon of Heraclius, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Samofata, more famous for the 



» The errors and virtues of the Paulicians are weighed, with 
his ufual judgment and candour, by the learned Molheim (Hift. 
Fcclcfiaft. feculnm ix. p. 311, &c.). He draws his original intel- 
ligence from Photius (contra Manichaeos, 1 . i.) and Peter Siculus 
(Hift. Manichaeorum). The firft of thefe accounts has not fallen 
into my hands ; the fecond, which Mofheim prefers, I have read 
in a Latin vcrfion inferted in the Maxima Bibliotheca Patrum (tom. 
xvi. p. 754 — 764.), from the edition of the Jefuit Radenis (In* 
gollladii, i$04, in 4'“). 

* In the time of Theodoret, the diocefe of Cyrrhus, in Syria, 
contained eight hundred villages. Of thel'c, two were inhabited by 
Arians and Eunomians, and eight by Marcionius, whom the labo- 
rious bilhop reconciled to the Catholic church (Dupin, Bibliot. 
^cclenallicjue, tom. iv. p. 81, 82.}. 
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birth of Lucian than for the title of a Syrian 
kingdom, a reformer arofe, efteemed by the 
Paulidans as the chofen mefienger of truth. In 
his humble dwelling of Manaualis, Conftantine 
entertained a deacon, who returned from Syrian 
captivity, and received the ineftimable gift of the 
New Teftaraent, which was already concealed 
from the vulgar by the prudence of the Greek, 
and perhaps of the Gnoftic, clergy 3. , Thefe ’ 
books became the mcafure of his ftudies and the '' 
rule of his faith ; and the Catholics, who dispute 
his interpretation, acknowledge that his text \vas 
genuine and fincere. But he attached himfelf 
with peculiar devotion to the writings and cha» 
racier of St. Paul : the name of the Paulicians is 
derived by their enemies from fome unknown 
and domeftic teacher ; but I ain confident that 
they gloried in their affinity to the apoftle of the 
Gentiles. His difciples, Titus, Timothy, Sylvanus, 
Tychicus, yvere reprefented by Conftantine and 
his fcllowriabourers : the names of the apoftolic 
churches were applied to the congregations which 
they affembled in 4^rmenia and Cappadocia ; and 
this innocent allegory revived the example and 
memory of the firft ages. In the gofpel, and the Thck BI, 
epiftlcs of St. Paul, his faithful follow'er inveftigated 
the creed of primitive Chriftianity ; and, whatever 
might be the fuccefs, a protcftant reader wall 
applaud the fpirit, of the enquiry. But if the 
feriptures of the Paulicians were pure, they were 

3 Nobis profanis ifta (facra E’vangelia) legerc non licet fed 
facerdotibus dimtaxat, was the firft fcniple of a Catholic when he 
advifed to read the Bible (Petr. Sicul. p. 761.). 

qot 
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not perfeft. Their founders rejefted the two 
^ -) epiftles of St. Peter the apollle of the circum^ 

cifion, whofe difpute with their favourite for the 
obfervance of the law could not eafily be -for-i- 
given 5. They agreed with their Gnoftic brethren 
in the univerfal contempt for the Old Teflament, 
the books of Mofes and the prophets, which have 
been confecrated by the decrees of the Catholic 
church. With equal boldnefs, and doubtlefs 
with more rcafon, Conftantine, the new Sylvanus, 
difclainied the vifions, which, in fo many bulky 
and fplendid volumes, had been publilhcd by the 
Oriental feds* ; the fabulous productions of the 
Hebrew patriarchs and the fages of the Eall ; the 
fpurious gofpels, epHlles, and acts, which in the 
firll age had overwhelmed the orthodox code ; 
the theology of Manes, and the authors of the 
kindred herefies ; and the thirty generations, or 
aeons, which had been created by the fruitful 

In rejeS'ng the fecanJ cpirtle of St. Peter, the Pnul.'cians are 
hiitified by Ibine of the molt rcfpe£lab!e of the ancients and moderns 
(Ice VVetltein ad loc. Simen, Hift. Critique du Nouveau Teftamcnt, 
c. 17.). They likcwii'e overlooked tlic Apeicalypfe (Petr. Sicul. 
j>. 7 56.) ; but as fuch negleft is not imputed as a erime, the Grec-ks 
of the ix'*“ century inuft have bcfn carelels of the credit and honour • 
of the Revelations. 

* This contention, wliich has not efcapcJ the malice of Porphyry, 
fuppofes fomc error and pnlTion in one or both of the apoltlcs. By 
Cluyfoltoni, Jerom, ami Eral'intis, it is repiefented as a Iham qtiar,. 
rcl, a pious fraud, for the benefit of the Gentiles and the cdrieilion 
of the Jews (Middleton’s Works, vol. ii. p. i — 20.). 

* Thofe who arc curious of this heterodox library, may confutt 
the refearches ct Beaufobre (Hid. Critique du Manichciliue, tom. i, 

, P- 3 °S — 437 -)' Even in Africa, St. Auftin could deferibe the 
Maiiichian b.oks, tarn multi, tarn grandcs, tarn prctioli codices 
(contra Fauft. xiii. 14.); but he* adds, without pity, Incendite 
omtits iiias inembiqnKS : and his advice has been rigoroully fol- 
ic v/ed. 

fancy 
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fancy of Valentine. The Paulicians fmcerely 
condemned the memory and opinions of the 
Manichsean feft, and complained of the injuftice 
which imprefl'ed that invidious name on the fimple 
votaries of St. Paul and of Chrift. 

Of the ecclcfiaftical chain, many links had 
been broken by the Paulician reformers ; and 
their liberty was enlarged, as they reduced the 
number of mailers, at whofe voice profane reafon 
mull bow to myllery and miracle. The early 
feparation of the Gnollics had preceded the 
ellablifliment of the Catholic worlliip ; and againfl 
the gradual innovations of difeipline and doflrine, 
they were as flrongly guarded by habit and 
averfion, as by the filence of St. Paul and the 
evangelifli. The objefts which had been tranf- 
formed by the magic of fuperftition, appeared to 
the eyes of the Paulicians in their genuine and 
naked colours. An image made without hands, 
wafe the common workmanfliip of a mortal artill, 
to whofe flvill alone the wood and canvafs mull 
be indebted for their merit or value. The mira- 
culous relics, were an heap of bones and alhes, 
(kHitute of life or virtue, or of any relation, 
'perhaps, with the perfon to whom they were 
aferibed. The true and vivifying crofs was a 
piece of found or rotten timber ; the body and 
blood of Chrill, a loaf of bread and a cup of wine, 
the gifts of nature and the fymbols of grace. 
The mother of God was degraded from her 
celellial honours and immaculate virginity ; and 
the faints and angels were no longer folicited 
to exercife the laboripus; officcj^ of mediation in 

heaven. 
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^ Liv ^ heaven, and miniftry upon earth. In the pradice, 
t ^ ‘ i or at lead in the theory of the facraments, the 
Paulicians were inclined to abolilh all vifible 
objects of worlhip, and the W'ords of the gofpel 
Avere, in their judgment, the baptifm and com- 
munion of the faithful. They indulged a conve- 
nient latitude' for the interpretation of fcripture; 
- and as often as they were prelTed by the literal 

fenfe, they could efcape to the intricate mazes of 
figure and allegory. Their utmoll diligence mud 
have been employed to diffolve the connexion 
between the old and the new tedament ; fmce 
they adored the latter as the oracles of God, 
and abhorred the former, as the fabulous and 
abfurd invention of men or daemons. We cannot 
be furprifed, that they diould have found in the 
gofpel, the orthodox mydery of the trinity ; but 
indead of confeffing the human nature and fuh- 
dantial ftifferings of Chrid, they amufed their 
fancy with a celedial body that paffed through 
the virgin like water through a pipe ; with ^ 
phantadic crucifixion, that eluded the vain and 
^r/ hold impotent rnalice of the Jews. A creed thus 
principles fimplc and fpiritual was not adapted to the 
gfa^s' nid' of the times ’ ; and the rational Chridian 

Manichae- who might have been contented with the light 
yoke and eafy burthen 'of Jefus and his apodles, 
was judly offended, that the Paulicians fhould 
dare to \riolate the unity of God, the fird article 
of natural and revealed religion. Their belief 
and their trud w^s in the Father, of Chrid, of 



r The fix capital errors of the Paulicians, are defined by Peter 
Siculus (p. 7 s 6-) vyith much prejudice and pafiTion. 
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the human foul, and of the Invifible world. But chap. 
they likewife held the eternity of matter ; a «- ^ ^ 

ftubborn and rebellious fubftance, the origin of 
a fecond principle, of an a£Hve being, who has 
created this vifible world, and exercifes his tem- 
poral reign till the final confummation of death and 
fin The appearances of moral and phyfical evil 
had eftablifhed the two principles in the ancient 
philofophy and religion of the Eaft ; from whence 
this doftrine was transfufed to the various fwarms 
of the Gnollics. A thoufand lhades may be de- 
vifed in the nature and charafter of Ahfimait, 
from a rival god to a fubordinate daemon, from 
paflion and frailty to pure ajtd perfe£t malevolence : 
but, in fpite of our efforts, the goodnefs, and the 
power, of Ormufd are placed at the oppofite 
extremities of the line ; and every ftep that 
approaches the one muff recede in equal pro- 
portion from the other 5 . 

The apoftolic labours of Conftantine-Sylvanus, 
foon multiplied the number of his difciples, the of the P;«j~ 
fecret recompence of fpiritual ambition. The ^1-^11;^ 
femnant of the Gnoftic feds, and efpecially the Pontus, 
Manichaeans of Armenia, were united under his 
ftandard ; many Catholics were converted or 
feduced by his arguments ; and he preached < 



• Prnnum illonim axiamo eft, duo rerutn efle principia; Deuin 
malum et Deum bonum aliumque huju< mondi conditorem et prin- 
cipem, et alium futuri sfvi (Petr. Sicul. p. 756.). 

® Two learned critics, Eeaulbbre (Hift. Critique du Manichcifme, 
1 . i. 4, 5, 6.) and Moftieim (Inftitut. Hift. Ecclef. and de Rebus 
Chriftianis ante Conttantinum, fee. i, ii, iii.), have laboured to 
explore and diferiminate the various fyftems of tdie Gnoftics on 
the fubjeil of the two principles, 

with 
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with fuccefs in the regions of Pontus'® and 

\ — ^ i Cappadocia, which had long fmce imbibed the 

religion of 7oroafter. The Paulician teachers 
\«re diftinguiflied only by their fcriptural names, 
by the modeft title of fellow-pilgrims, by the 
aufterity of their lives, their zeal or knowledge, 
and the credit of foma extraordinary gifts of the 
holy fpirit. But they were incapabkxof defiring, 
or at leaft of obtaining, the wealth and honours " 
of the Catholic prelacy : fuch anti-chriflian pride 
they bitterly cenfured ; and even the rank of 
elders or prefbyters was condemned as an in- 
ftitution of the Jewifli fynagogue. The new fe£t 
\vas loofely fpread over the provinces of Afia 
Minor to the weftward of the Euphrates ; ftx 
of their principal congregations reprefented the 
churches to which St. Paul had addreffed his 
epiftles ; and their founder chofe his' refidence 
in the neighbourhood of Colonia ”, in the fame 
diftridl of Pontus which had been celebrated by 
the altars of Bellona ” and the miracles of 

Gre- 

• 

The countries be^vcen the Euphrates and the Halys, were 
pofrefTcd above 350 years by the Medes (Heicdot. 1 . i. c. 103.) and 
Perfians ; and the kings of Pontus were of the royal race of the 
Achatmenides (Saluft. Fragment. 1 . iii. with the French fupplement 
and notes of the prefident de Brofles). 

“ Moft probably founded by Pompey after the conqueft of 
Pontus. This Colonia, on the Lycus above Neo-Caefarea, is named 
by the Turks Coulei-hifar, or Chonac, a populous town in a ftrong 
country (d’Anville Geographic Ancienne, tom. ii. p. 34. Tour* 
nefort, Voyage du Levant, tom. iii. lettrexxi. p. *93.). 

The temple of Bellona at Comana in Pontus, was a powerful 
and wealthy foundation, and the high priell was refpefted as the 
Ibcond perfon in the kingdom. As the facerdotal office had beeii 
occupied by his mother’s family, Strabo ( 1 . xii. p. S09. 835, 836, 
S37.) dwells witii peculiar complacency on the temple, tlie worffiip, 

and 
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Gregory After a miflion of twenty-fevcn years, ^ 

Sylvanus, who had retired from the tolerating » 

government of the Arabs, fell a facrifice to 
Roman perfecution. The laws of the pious 
emperors, which feldom touched the lives of lefs or«k em- 
odious heretics, profcrlbed without mercy or dif- 
guife the tenets, the books, and the perfons of 
the Montanills and Manichteans : the books were 
delivered to the flames ; and all who fliould 
prefume to fecrete fuch writings, »or to pro- 
fefs fuch opinions, were devoted to an igno- 
minious death A Greek minifter, armed with 
legal and military powers, appeared at Colonia 
to ftrike the fliepherd, and to reclaim, if poflible, 
the loll fheep. By a refinement of cruelty, 

Simeon placed the unfortunate Sylvanus before a 
line of his difciples, who were commanded, as the 
price of their pardon and the proof of their repent- 
ance, to maffacre their fpiritual hither. They turned 
afide from the impious office ; the flones dropt from 
their filial hands, and of the whole number, only 
one executioner could be found, a new David, as he 

aiul fellival, which was twice celebrated every year. But the ' 

Bcllona of Pontus had the features and charafter of the goddefs, not 
of war, but of love. 

•I Gregory, bithop of Neo-Csefarea (A.D. 340—165), funtamed ' - 
Thaumaturgus, or the Wonder-worker. An hundred years after - 
wards, the hiltory or romance of his life, was compofed by Gregory 
;of NylTa, lilt naniefakc and countryman, the brother of the great 
St. Baiil. 

Hoc externm ad fua egregin facinora, divini atque orthodox! 

Imperatores addidei tint, ut Manichxos Montanofque capital! puniri 
fcntentia juberent, ccrumque llbros, quocunque in loco invent! eflent, 
flammis tradi ; quoj fiquis ufpiara eofdcra occultafle deprehendcretur, 
hunc eundem mortis pcenx addlci, ejufque bona in fifeum infer! 

(Petr. Sicul. p. 759-). What more could bigotry and perfecution 
defire? ; 

is 
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CHAP, is flyled by the Catholics, who boldly overthrevi^ 
the giant of herefy. This apoftate, Julius w'ag 
his name, again deceived and betrayed his unfuf- 
pccling brethren, and a new conformity to the 
acls of St. Paul may be found in the converlion 
of Simeon ; like the apollle, he embraced the 
doctrine which he had been fent to perfecute, 
renounced his honours and fortunes, and acquired 
among the Paulicians the fame of a millionary 
and a maftyr. They were not ambitious of mar- 
tyrdom ‘s, but in a calamitous period of one 
hundred and fifty years, their patience fuftained 
whatever zeal could inflift : and power was in- 
fufficient to eradicate the obllinate vegetation of 
fanaticifm and reafon. From the blood and alhes 
of the firll vidlims, a fucceflion of teachers 
and congregations repeatedly arofe : amidll their 
foreign hollilities, they found leifure for do- 
mellic quarrels : they preached, they difputed* 
they fuffered ; and the virtues, the apparent vir- 
tues, of Sergius, in a pilgrimage of thirty-three 
years, are reluftantly confelTed by the orthodox 
, hiftorians The native cruelty of Jullinian the 
fecond was ftinfulated by a pious caufe, and he 
vainly hoped to exdnguilh in a, fingle confla- 

« 

** It (houia feem, that the Paulicians allowed themfelves n>me 
latitude of equivocation and mental refervation : till the Catholics ’ 
difiovercd the prefllng queftions, which reduced them to the alterna- 
tive of auoftacy or martyrdom (Petr. Sicul. p. 7O0.). 

The perfecutirn is told by Petrus ficulus (p. 579 — 763- ^ 

, with 1 'r.tisfaftion and pleafantry. Julius jujla pcrfolvit. Simeon 

was not TiTOf but xr.TOJ (the pronunciation of the two vowels 
muft luive been nearly the fame), a great whale that drowned the 
marjnei-s who ntiftoqk him for an ifland. Ste jikewife Cedreaua 

(p. 4J2—435.), ' ' , . 

■ . ■ gratioq 
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gration the name and memory of the Paulicians. ^ P* 
By their primitive fimplicity, their abhorrence <■ / ^ 

of popular fupefftition, the* Iconoclalt princes 
might have been reconciled to fome erroneous 
dodlrines ; but they themfelves were expofed to 
the calumnies of the monks, and they chofe to 
be the tyrants, left they Ihould be accufed as the 
accomplices, of the Manichasans. Such a re- 
proach has fullied the clemency of Nicephorus, 
who relaxed in their favour the feverity of the 
penal ftatutes, nor will his character fuftain the 
honour of a more liberal motive. The feeble 
Michael the firft, the rigid Leo the Armenian* 
were foremoft in the race of perfecution ; but the 
prize muft doubtlefs be adjudged to the fanguinary 
devotion of Theodora, who reftored the images 
to the Oriental church. Her inquilitors explored 
the cities and mountains of the lelTer Afia, and 
the flatterers of the emprefs have affirmed that, 
in a fhort reign, one hundred thoufand Paulicians 
were extirpated by the fword, the gibbet, or the 
flames. Her guilt or merit has perhaps been 
ftretched beyond the meafure of truth : but if 
the account be allowed, it muft be prefumed that 
many Ample Iconoclafts were punilhed under a 
more odious name ; and that fome who were 
driven from the church, unwillingly took refuge 
in the bofom of herefy. 

The moft furious and defperate of rebels are Revolt of 
the feftaries of a religion long perfecuted, and at 
length provoked. In an holy caufe they are no a.D. 
longer fufceptible of fear or remorfe ; the juftice ^ 
of their arms hardens them againlt the feelings of 

VoL, X. N humanity j 
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hiimanity ; and they revqnge their fathers wrongs 
on the children of their tyrants. Such have been 
the Huffites of Bohemia and the Calvinifts of 
France, and fuch, in the ninth century, were the 
Paulicians of Armenia and' the adjacent pro- 
vinces They were firft awakened to the maf- 
facre of a governor and bilhop, who exercifed the 
Imperial mandate of converting or dellroying the 
heretics : and the deepeft recelTes of mount 
Argaeus protefted their independence and revenge, 
A more dangerous and confuming flame was 
kindled by the perfecution of Theodora, and the 
revolt of Carbeas, a valiant Paulician, who com- 
manded the guards of the general of the Eaft. 
His father had been impaled by the Catholic 
inquifitors ; and religion, or at leafl; nature, 
might juftify his defertion and revenge. Five 
thoufand of his brethren were united by the fame 
motives ; they renounced the allegiance of anti- 
chriftian Rome ; a Saracen emir introduced Car- 
beas to the caliph ; and the commander of the 
faithful extended his feeptre to the implacable 
enemy of the Greeks. In the mountain between 
Siwas and Trebizond he founded or fortified the 
city of Tephrice’^, which is ftill occupied by a 
fierce and licentious people, and the neighbouring 
hills were covered with the Paulician fugitives. 



Petnis Siculus (p. 763, 764.), the continuator of Theoph.anes 
(1. iv. c. 4. p. 103, 104.), Cedrenus (p. 541, 541. 54S-)» 
Zonaras (tom. ii. 1. xvi. p. 1 56.), deferibe the revolt and exploits 
of Carbeas and his Paulicians. 

Otter (Voyage en Turqule et en Perfe, tom. ii.) is probably 
the only Frank who has vlfited the independent Barbarians of 
Tephrice, now Divrlgni, from whom he fortunately efcaped in the 
trai.n of a Turkiih officer. 

who 
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"Who now reconciled the ufe of the Bible and 
the fword. During more than thirty years, Afia 
was affliaed by the calamities of foreign and 
domellic war : in their hoflile inroads the difciples 
of St. Paul were joined with thofe of Mahomet j 
and the peaceful Chriflians, the aged parent and 
tender virgin, who were delivered into barbarous 
fervitude, might juftly accufe the intolerant fpirit 
of their fovereign. So urgent was the mifehief, 
fo intolerable the fiiame, that even the diffolute 
Michael, the fon of Theodora, was compelled 
to march in perfon againft the Paullcians ; he was 
defeated under the walls of Samofata ; and the 
Roman emperor fled before the heretics whom 
his mother had condemned to the flames. The 
Saracens fought under the fame banners, but the 
vidory was aferibed to Carbeas ; and the captive 
generals, with more than an hundred tribunes, 
were cither releafed by his avarice, or tortured 
by his fanaticifm. The valour and ambition of 
Chryfocheir his fucceflbr, embraced a wider 
circle of rapine and revenge. In alliance with 
his faithful Mollems, he boldly penetrated into 
the heart of Afia ; the troops of the frontier and 
the palace were repeatedly overthrown j the 
edifts of perfecutlon were anfwcred by the pillage ami p;itage 
of Nice and Nicomedia, of Ancyra and Ephefus ; 
nor could the apoftle St. John proteef from 
violation his city and fepulchre. The cathedral 

’’ In the liiftory of Chryfocheir, Gtnefiiis (Chroh. p. 67— ro. 
edit. Venct.) has expofed the nakednefs of the empire. Conliamine 
Porphyrogenitus fin Vit. Bafil. c. 37 — 4.3. p. 166 — 17<.) has dif- 
played the glory of his grandfather. Cedrenus (p. 570 — 573.) i« 
vithoiit their palTions or their knowledge. 

N 2 of 
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of Ephefus was turned into a liable for mules and 
horfes ; and the Paulicians vied with the Saracens 
in tlieir contempt and abhorrence of images and 
relics. It is not unpleafing to obferve the triumph 
of rebellion over the fame defpotifm which has ^ 
difdained the prayers of an injured people. The 
emperor Bafil, the Macedonian, was reduced to 
fue for peace, to offer a ranfom for the captives, 
and to requeft, in the language of moderation 
and charity, that Chryfocheir would fpare his 
fellow-chriftians, and content himfelf with a 
royal donative of gold and filver and filk gar- 
ments. If the emperor,” replied the infolent 
fanatic, “ be defirous of peace, let him abdicate 
“ the Eaft, and reign without moleftation in the 
Weft. If he refufe, the fervants of the Lord 
“ will precipitate him .from the throne.” The 
reluftant Bafil fufpended the treaty, accepted the 
defiance, and led his army into the land of herefy, 
which he wafted with fire and fword. The open 
country of the Paulicians was expofed to the fame 
calamities which they had inflifted ; but when he 
had explored the ftrength of Tephrice, the mul- 
titude of the Barbarians, and the ample maga- 
zines of arms and provifions, he defifted with a 
figh from the hopelefs fiege. On his return to 
Conftantinople he laboured, by the foundation of 
convents and churches, to fecure the aid of his 
celeftial patrons, of Michael the archangel and 
the prophet Elijah ; and it was his daily prayer 
that he might live to tranfpieice, with three ar- 
row's, the head of his impious adverfary. Beyond 
his expc^ations, the wilh was accompliftcd: 

after 
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after a fuccefsful inroad, Chryfocheir was fur- 
prifed and flain in his retreat; and the rebel’s 
head was triumphantly prefented at the foot of 
the throne. On the reception of this welcome 
trophy, Bafil inftantly called for his bow, dif- 
charged three arrows with unerring aim, anti 
accepted the applaufe of the court, who hailed 
the viftory of the royal archer. With Chryfo- 
cheir, the glory of the Paulicians faded and 
withered on the fecond expedition of the 
emperor, the impregnable Tephrice was deferted 
by the heretics, who fued for mercy or efcaped 
to the borders. The city was ruined, but the 
fpirit of independence furvived in the mountains ; 
the Paulicians defended, above a century, their 
religion and liberty, infefted the Roman limits, 
and maintained their perpetual alliance with the 
enemies of the empire and the gofpeU 

About the middle of the eighth century, Con- 
ftantine, furnamed Copronymus by the wor- 
fliippers of images, had made an expeditiop into 
Armenia, and found, in the cities of Melitene 
and Theodofiopolis, a great number pf Paulicians, 
his kindred heretics. As a favour or punifhment, 
he tranfplanted them from the banks of the 
Euphrates to Conftantinople and, Thrace; and 
by this emigratioit their doftrine was introduced 
and dilFufed in Europe*'. If the feftaries of the 

Z’JvairffxfcpaiOti ir«<r« ij avSsT* rnj 
How elegant is the Greek tongue, even in the mouth of 
Cedicnus ! 

Copronymus tranfported his (T’uyytVEtf, heretics ; and thus 
tirXxrvi/h V ditpitrtq riauXtittavev, fays Cedrenus (p. 4G3OE 
nvko has copied the annals of Theophanes, 

N 3 tnetrOf 
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A P* metropolis were foon mingled with the pro, 
mifeuous mafs, thofe of the country ftruck a 
deep root in a foreign foil. The Paulicians of 
Thrace refilled the llorms of perfecution, main- 
tained a fecrct correfpondence wdth their Arme- 
nian brethren, and gave aid and comfort to 
their preachers, who folicited, not without fuc- 
cefs, the infant faith of the Bulgarians In 
the tenth century, they were reftored and mul- 
tiplied by a rnore powerful colony, which John 
Zimifees'^ tranfported from the Chalybian hills 
to the vallies of mount Haemus. The Oriental 
clergy, who would have preferred the dellrudtion, 
impatiently fighed for the abfence, of the Mani- 
chaeans : the warlike emperor had felt and ef- 
teemed their valour: their attachment to the 
Saraeens was pregnant with mifehief ; but, on 
the fide of the Danube, againft the Barbarians of 
Scythia, their fervice might be ufeful, and their 
lofs would be defirable. Their exile in a diftant 
land was foftened by a free toleration : the Pauli- 
(cians held the city of Philippopolis and the keys 
of Thrace ; the Catholics were their fubjefts ; 
the Jacobite emigrants their aflbeiates : they 
occupied a line of villages and caftles in Macedonia 
and Epirus j and many native Bulgarians were 
alTociated to the communion of arms and herefy. 

** Pctnis SIcuhis, who lefidcd nine months at Tcphiice (A. D. 
870) for the rani'om of captives (p. 764..), was informed of their 
intended initTion, and addrdTed his pieferyative, the Hiltoria Mani- 
ch.coruin, to the new archbilhop of the Bulgarians (p. 7540 * 

-i The colony of Paulicians and Jacobites tranfplanted by John 
Zimifeeg. (A. D. 979) fiom Armenia to Thrace, is mentioned by 
Zonaras (tom. ii. I. xvii. p. 109.) and Anna Comnena (AlexiSd, 
1 . xiv. p. 450, &C.J. 

As 
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As long as they were awed by power and treated 
with moderation, their voluntary bands were ' — r— ^ 
diflinguifhed in the armies of the empire ; and 
the courage of thefe (^ogs, ever greedy of war, 
ever thirlly of human blood, is noticed with 
aftonifliment, and almofl with reproach, by the 
pufillanimous Greeks. The fame fpirit rendered 
them arrogant and contumacious : they were 

eafily provoked lay caprice or injury ; and their 
privileges were often violated by the faithlefs 
bigotry of the government and clergy. In the 
midfl: of the Norman war, two thoufand five 
hundred Manicha;ans deferted the ftandard of 
Alexius Comnenus and retired to their native 
homes. He diflembled till the moment of re- 
venge ; invited the chiefs to a friendly con- 
ference ; and punifhed the innocent and guilty 
by imprifonment, confifcation, and baptifm. In 
an interval of peace, the emperor undertook the 
pious office of reconciling them to the church 
and ftate : his winter-quarters were fixed at 
Philippopolis ; and the thirteenth apoftle, as he 
is flyled by his pious daughter, confumed whole 
days and nights in theological controverfy. His 
arguments were fortified, their obflinacy was 
melted, by the honours and rewards which he 
bellowed on the mofl; eminent profelytesj and 
a new city, furrounded with gardens, enriched 
with immunities, and dignified with his otvn 

The Alexiad ef Anna Comnena (!. v. p. 151. 1 . vi. p. 154, 

J55. 1. xiv. p. 450 — 457. wiih the annotations of Dncangt) lecorti* 
the tranladtions of her apoftulic fathei" with tlie Manitlia;ans, whotc 
abominable herefy Ihc was defirous of refuting. . 

N 4 name. 
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P. ' name, was founded by Alexius, for the refir 
t > ' 1 dence of his vulgar converts. The important 

ftation of Philippopolis was wrefted from their 
hands ; the contumacious leaders were fecured 
in a dungeon, or baniflied from their country ; 
and their lives were fpared by the prudence, ra- 
ther than the mercy, of an emperor, at whofe 
command a poor and folitary heretic was burnt 
alive before the church of St. Sophia But 
the proud hope of eradicating the prejudices of 
a nation was fpeedily overturned by the invincible 
zeal of the Paulicians, who ceafed to diffemble 
or refufed to obey. After the departure and 
death of Alexius, they foon refumed their civil 
and religious laws. In the beginning of the 
thirteenth century, their pope or primate (a ma- 
nifeft corruption) refided on the confines of 
Bulgaria, Croatia, and Dalmatia, and governed, 
by his vicars, the filial congregations of Italy 
and France From that asra, a minute feru- 
tiny might prolong and perpetuate the chain of 
tradition. At the end of the laft age, the feft 
or colony ftill inhabited the vallies of mount 
Hasmus, where their ignorance and poverty were 
more frequently tormented by the Greek clergy 
than by the Turkifti government. The modem 
Paulicians have loft all memory of their origin j 

-s Bafil, a monk, and the author of the Sogomiles, a feft of 
Gnoftics, who foon vaniftied (Anna Comnena, Alexiad, 1 . xv. p. 
486—494.. Mofhelm, Hlft. Ecclefiaftica, p. 420.). 

-* Matt. Paris, Hift. Major, p. 267. This paffage of our Englffli 
hiftorian is alleged by Ducange in an excellent note on Villehardouin 
(M° 208.), who found the Paulicians at Philippopolis the friends of 
the Bulgarians, 

and 
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and their religion is difgraced by the worlhip of ^ h^a p. 

the crofs, and the pradlice of bloody facrifice, v i 

•which feme captives have imported from the wilds 
of Tartary 

In the Weft, the firft teachers of the Manichaean Their in- 
theology had been repulfed by the people or fup- 
preflfed by the prince. The favour and fuccefs of and 
the, Paulicians in the eleventh and twelfth centu- 
ries muft be imputed to the ftrong, though fecret, 
difeontent which armed the moft pious Chriftians 
againft the church of Rome. Her avarice was op- 
preflive, her defpotifm odious : lefs degenerate per- 
haps than the Greeks in the worftiip of faints and 
images, her innovations were more rapid and 
fcandalous : ftie had rigoroufly defined and impofed 
the doctrine of tranfubftanriation : the lives of the 
Latin clergy were more corrupt, and the Eaftern 
bilhops might pafs for the fucceffors of the apoftles, 
if they ■were compared with the lordly prelates, 

.who wielded by turns the crofter, the feeptre, and 
the fword. Three different roads might intro- 
duce the Paulicians into the heart of Europe. 

After the converfion of Hungary, the pilgrims 
who vifited Jerufalem might fafely follow the 
courfe of the Danube : in their journey and re- 
turn they paffed through Philippopolis ; and the 
fectaries, difguifing their name and hcrefy, might 
accompany the French or German caravans to 
their refpeclive countries. The trade and domi- 
nion of Venice pervaded the coa|t of the Adriatic, 
and the hofpitable, republic opened her bofom to 
foreigners of every climate and religion. Under 

>7 Sec Marfigli, Stato Militarc dell’ iropero Otloraano, p. 14. 

' the 
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c A P. the Byzantine ftandard, the Paulicians were often 
tranfported to the Greek provinces of Italy and 
Sicily ; in peace and war they freely converfed 
with ftrangers and natives, and their opinions 
were filently propagated in Rome, Milan, and the 
kingdoms beyond the Alps**. It was foon difeo- 
vered, that many thoufand Catholics of every 
rank, and of either fex, had embraced the Mani- 
chasan herefy; and the flames which confumed 
twelve canons of Orleans, was the flrfl: act and fig- 
nal of perfecution. The Bulgarians a name fo 
innocent in its origin, fo odious in its application, 
fpread their branches over the face of Europe. 
United in common hatred of idolatry and Jlome, 
they were connefted by a form of epifcopal and 
prefbyterian government ; their various feds were 
diferiminated by fome fainter or darker Ihades of 
theology ; but they generally agreed in the two 
principles, the contempt of the old teftament, and 



** The introducHon of the Paulicians into Italy and France, is 
amply difcuflld by Muratori (Antiquitat. Italix inedii AJvi, tom. v. 
oiffert. lx. p. 8i — 151.). and Molheim (p. 379 — jSi. 419 — 422.). 
Yet both have overlooked a curious pafTage of William the Appulian, 
who clearly del'cribes them in a battle between the Greeks and Nor- 
mans, A. D. 1040 (in Muratori, Script. ’ Return Ital. tom. v, 
p. 256.): 

Cum Grsecis ademr.t, quidem quos peffimus error, 
j Fecerat amemes, et ab ipfo nonien habebant. 

Put he is fo ignorant of their doftrine as to make them a kind of Say 
bellians or Patripaffians. 

*9 Bulgari, Boutgrts, Bougres, a national appellation, has been ap- 
plied by ibe French as a tci m of reproach to ufurers and unnatural 
fmnt rs. The Palerini, or Patelini, has been made to fignify a fmooth 
and flattrring hypocrite, fuch as PA-vocat Patella of that original and 
pleafant farce (Ducangc, GlofT. Latinitat. medii ct iitfimi Aivi). The 
Manichjeans were likewife named Cathari, or the pure, by corrup- 
tion, Gazari, fee. 

. the 
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t“hc denial of the body of Chrift, either on the 
crofs or in the eucharili;. A confeflion of fimple 
worfliip and blamelefs manners is extorted from 
their enemies ; and fo high was their Randard of 
perfeclion, that the encrcafing congregations were 
divided into two’ clafTes of difciplcs, of thofe who 
pra£Hfed, and of thofe who afpired. It was in the 
country of the Albigeois in the fouthern pro- 
vinces of France, that the Paulicians were moll 
deeply implanted ; and the fame vicillitudes of 
martyrdom and revcnge’’which had been difplayed 
in the neighbourhood of the Euphrates, were re- 
peated in the thirteenth century on the banks of 
the Rhone. The laws of the Eallern emperors 
were revived by Frederic the fecond. The infur- 
gents of Tephrice w ere reprefented by the barons 
and cities of Languedoc : Pope Innocent III. fur- 
pafled the fanguiiiary fame - of Theodora. It was 
in cruelty alone that her foldicrs could equal the 
heroes of the Crufades, and the cruelty of her 
pricRs was far excelled by the founders of the in- 
quifition ; ah office more adapted to confirm, 
than to refute, the belief of an evil principle. 
The vifible alTcmblies of the Paulicians, or Albi- 



3 ° Of the laws, crufade, and perfecution agaiiift the Albigeois, a 
inft, though general idei. Is exprelfed by Moflicim (p. 477 — 4S1.). 
The detail may be ‘found in the ccclefiallical hillorians, ancient and 
nioJcrn, Catholics and Proteiianls ; and among thefe Fleury is the 
jrnoft impartial and modaate. 

The Afts (Liber Senientiarum) of the InquiCtion of Tholoufe 
(A. D. 1307 — 1313) have been puhlilhed by Limborch (Amftelo- 
daini, i6ga), with a previous Iliftory of the Inquifition in general. 
They dclcrved a more learned and critical editor. As we mud: not ca. 
iumniate even Satan, or the Holy OtHcc, I will ohi'erve, that of a lift 
ul criminals which tills nineteen folio pages, only iirtcen men and four 
.women were delivered to the fccular ann. 

gcois. 
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gcois, were extirpated by fire and fword j and the 
bleeding remnant efcaped by flight, concealment, 
or catholic conformity. But the invincible fpirit 
which they had kindled ftill lived and breathed in 
the Weftern world. In the Hate, in the church, 
and even in the cloifter, a latent fucceflion was 
preferved of the difciples of St. Paul ; who pro- 
tcHed againft the tyranny of Rome, embraced the 
bible as the rule of faith, and purified their creed 
from all the vifions of the Gnoftic theology. The 
ftruggles of Wickliff in England, of Hufs in Bo- 
hemia, were premature and inefTefliual ; but the 
names’of Zuinglius, Luther, and Calvin, are pro- 
nounced with gratitude as the deliverers of na- 
tions. 

A philofopher, who calculates the degree of 
their merit and the value of their reformation, will 
prudently afk from what articles of faith, above or 
againji our reafon, they have enfranchifed the 
Chriftians ; for fuch enfranchifement is doubtlefs 
a benefit fo far as it may be compatible with truth 
and piety. After a fair difcuflion we fhall rather 
be furprifed by the timidity, than fcandalifed by 
the freedom, of our firfl: reformers 3’-. With the 
Jews, they adopted the belief and defence of all 
the Hebrew fcriptures, with all their prodigies, 
from the garden of Eden to the vifions of the pro- 
phet Daniel ; and they were bound, like the Ca- 
tholics, to julUfy againft the Jews the abolition of 
a divine law. In the great piyfteries of the Tri- 



3* Tlic opinions and proceedings of the reformers arc expofcd in 
the fecond part of the general hiltory ofMurt>eim! but the balance, 
which he has held with lb clear an eye, and lb Heady an hand, begins 
to incline in favour of his Lutheran brethren, 

f niiy 
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nity and Incarnation the reformers were feverely 
orthodox : they freely adopted the theology of the u— 
four, or the fix firfl councils ; and with the Athana- 
fian creed, they pronounced the eternal damnation 
of all who did not believe the Catholic faith. Tran- 
fubftantiation, the invifible change of the bread 
and wine into the body and blood of Chrift, is a 
tenet that may defy the power of argument and 
pleafantry j but inllead of confulting the evidence 
of their fenfes, of their fight, their feeling, and 
their tafte, the firll protellants were entangled in 
their own fcruples, and awed by the words of Jcfus 
in the inllitution of the facrament. Luther main- 
tained a corporeal, and Calvin a real, prefence of 
Chrilt in the eucharift ; and the opinion of Zuin* 
glius, that it is no more than a fpiritual commu- 
nion, a fimple memorial, has flowly prevailed in 
the reformed churches But the lofs of one 
myftery was amply compenfated by the Itupendous 
dotlrines of original fin, redemption, faith, grace, 
and predeftination, which have been {trained from 
the epiftles of St. Paul. Thefe fubtle queftions 
had moll affuredly been prepared by the fathers 
and fchoolmen ; but the final improvement and 
popular ufe may be attributed to the firll reform- 
ers, who enforced them as the abfolute and effen- 
tial terms of falvation. Hitherto the weight of^ 
fupernatural belief inclines againll the Protellants ; ' 

3 5 Umler Edward VI. our reformation was mere bold and perfeit ; 
but in the fundamental articles of the church of England, a ftrong and 
"explicit declaration againft the real pretence was obliterated in the ori- 
ginal copy, to pleafe the people, or the Lutherans, or Queen Eliea- 
beJi (Burnc’s Hiftory of the Reformation, vol. it. p. 8i. laS, 

JOi.). 
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c II A P. and many a fober Chriftian would rather admit 

HV. ' 

v__,— that a wafer is God, than that God is a cruel and 
capricious tyrant. 

Yet the fervices of Luther and his rivals are folld 
and important ; and the philofopher muft own his 
obligations to thefe fearlefs enthufiafts 3'^. I. By 
their hands the lofty fabric of fuperftition, front 
the abufe of Indulgences to the IntercelTion of the 
Virgin, has been levelled with the ground. My- 
riads of both fcxes of the monaftic profeflion were 
rellored to the liberty and labours of focial life. 
An hierarchy of faints and angels, of imperfect 
and fubordinate deities, were Gripped of their tem- 
poral power, and reduced to the enjoyment of ce- 
Jeflial happinefs : their images and relics w^ere ba- 
niflied from the church ; and the credulity of the 
, people was no longer nourilhed with the daily re- 
petition of miracles and vifions. The imitation of 
Paganifm was fupplied by a pure and fpiritual wor- 
fhip of prayer and thankfgiving, the moll worthy 
of man, the Icall unworthy of the Deity. It only 
remains to obferve, whether fuch fublime fimpli- 
city be confident with popular devotion ; whether 
the vulgar, in the abfence of all vifible objefls, 
will not be inflamed by enthufiafm, or infenfibly 
fubfide in languor and indifference. II. The 
chain of authority was broken, which reflrains the 
bigot from thinking as he pleafes, and the flavc 
from fpeaking as he thinks : the popes, fathers, 
and councils, were no longer the fupreme and in- 



“ Had it not been for fuch men as Luther and myfelf,” faid the, 
fanatic Whifton to Halley the philofopher, “ you would now be 
“ kneeling before an image of St. Winnifred.’’ 



fallible 
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fallible judges of the world; and each Chrlftlan 
was taught to acknowledge no law but the fcrip- t . 
tures, no interpreter but his own confcience. I'his 
freedom however was the confequence, rather 
than the defign, of the reformation. The patriot 
reformers were ambitious of fuccccding the tyrants 
whom they had dethroned. They impofed with 
equal rigo*ir their creeds and confedions ; they 
alferted the right of the magillrate to punifh here- 
tics with death. The pious or pcrfonal animofity 
of Calvin proferibed in Servetus the guilt of his 
own rebellion 3^* ; and the flames of Smithfield, in 
which he was afterwards confumed, had been kin- 
dled for the Anabaptifts by the zeal of Cranmer ^7. 

The nature of the tyger was the fame, but he w’as 
gradually deprived of his teeth and fangs. A fpi- 
ritual and temporal kingdom was polfelfed by the 



3 S The article of Ser'vei in the Diftionaire Critique of Chauffepit, 
is the heft account which I have feen of this (hamefu! tranfaftion. See 
likcNvile the Abbe d’Aitigny, Nouveaux Memoires d’Hil'toIre, &c. 
toni. ii. p. 55 — 154.. 

3 ® I am more deeply fcandalifed at the finglc execution of Servettis, 
tlwn at the hecatombs which have blazed in the Auto da Fes of Spain 
and Portugal, i. The zeal of Calvin feems to have been envenomed 
fey perfonal malice, and perhaps envy. He accufed his adveriary be- 
fore their common enemies, the judges of Vienna, and betrayed, for ' 
tis deltruflion, the facred trull of a private correfpondence. z. The 
deed of cruelty was not varnithed by the pretence of danger to the 
church or llate. In his paffage through Geneva, Servetus was an 
harmlcfs ftranger, wiio neither preached, nor printed, nor made pro- 
felytes. 3. A Catholic inquifitor yields the fame obedience which he 
retpjires, but Calvin violated the golden rule of doing as he would be 
done by ; a rule which I read in a moral Irealife of Ifocrates (in Nico- 
cle, tom. i. p. 93. edit. Baltic), four hundred years before the pub- 
lication of the gofpel. A zraffp/ovrjf tripuv , 

'TX’JTK TOlf CSAXoK TTOKtTl. 

Sec Burnet, vol. iL p. S4 — 86. The fenfe and humanity of 
the young king were opprdfed by the authority of the primate. 

Roman 
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CHAP. Roman pontiff : the Proteflant doftors were 

LIV. ^ 

j jefts of an humble rank, without revenue or jurifi 
diftion. His decrees were confecrated by the antii 
quity of the Catholic church : tbeir arguments and 
difputes were fubmitted to the people ; and their 
appeal to private judgment was accepted beyond 
their wifhes, by curiofity and enthufiafm. Since 
the days of Luther and Calvin, a fecret reforma-» 
tion has been filently working in the bofom of the 
reformed churches ; many weeds of prejudice were 
eradicated ; and the difciples of Erafmus 3® diffufed 
a fpirit of freedom and moderation. The liberty 
of confcience has been claimed as a common bene- 
fit, an inalienable right ^5 : the free governments 
of Holland and England introduced the prac- 
tice of toleration ; and the narrow allowance of 
the laws has been enlarged by the prudence and 
humanity of the times. In the exercife, the mind 
has underftood the limits, of its powers, and the 



Erarmus may be confidercd as the father of rational theology. 
After a flumber of an hundred years, it was revived by the Arminian? 
of Holland, Grotius, Liroborch, and Le Clerc : in England by Cbil- - 
lingworth, the latitudinarians of Cambridge (Burnet, Hift. of own 
Times, vol. i. p. a6i — 2C8. o£lavo edition), Tillotfon, Clarke, 
t Huadley, &c. 

I am lorry to obferve, that the three writers of the lad age, by 
whom die rights of toleration have been fo nobly defended, Bayle, 
Leibnitz, and Locke, are all laymen and philofophers. 

See the excellent chapter of Sir William Temple on the religion 
of the United Provinces. 1 am not fatisfied with Grotius (de Rebus 
Belgicis, Annal. 1 . i. p. 13, 14. edit. In who approves the 

Imperial laws of perfecution, and only condemns the bloody tribunal 
of the inquifitton. 

Sir William Blackftone (Commentaries, vol. iv. p. s3> 54-) 
explains the law of England as it was fixed at the Revolution. The 
exceptions of Papifts, and of thofe who deny the Trinity, would ftili 
leave a tolerable fcope for perfecution, if the national fpirit were not 
more efiie£lual dian an hundred datutes. 

words 
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X^’Orcls and fliadows that might amufe the child can 
no longer fatisfy his /nanly reafon. The volumes 
of controverfy are overfpread with cobwebs : the 
dodtrine of a Pfotefliant church is far removed 
from the knowledge or belief of its private mem- 
bers ; and the forms of orthodoxy, the articles of 
faith, are fubfcribed with a figh or a fmlle by the 
modern clergy. Yet the friends of Chriftianity 
are alarmed at the boundlefs impulfe of enquiry 
and fcepticifm. The prediftions of the Catholics 
are accomplifhed : the web of myftery is unravel- 
'led by the Arminians, Arians, and Socinians, 
whofe numbers mull not be computed from their 
feparate congregations. And the pillars of revela- 
tion are fhaken by thofe men who preferve the 
name without the fubftance of religion, who in- 
dulge the licence without the temper of philo- 
fophy 4^. 



CHAP. 
. LlV. 



I fliall recommend to puWic animadverfion t%vo pafTages In Dr. 
Prieftly, which betray the ultimate tendency of his opinions. At the 
lirft of thel'e (Hilt, of the Corruptions of Chriftianity, vol. i. p. 175, 
276.), thcprieft; at tlie fccond (vol, ii. p. 484.), the niagiftratc, 
iiuay tremble ! 



Vol. X. O ^HAf. 
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CHAP. LV. 

The Bulgarians. — Origin, Migrations, and Settlement 
of the Hungarians. — Their Inroads in the Eaji 
and Wcjl. — The Monarchy of Ruff a. — Geography 
and Trade . — Wars of the Rifjians againji the 
Greek Empire.-— Converfion of the Barbarians. 

U NDER the reign of Conftantine the grand 
fon of Heracliiis, the ancient barrier of the 
Danube, fo often violated and fo often reftored, 
was irretrievably fwept away by a new deluge of 
Barbarians. Their progrefs was favoured by the 
caliphs, their unknown and accidental auxiliaries : 
the Roman legions were occupied in Afia ; and 
after the lofs of Syria, Egypt, and Africa, the 
Cacfars were twice reduced to the danger and dif- 
grace of defending their capftal againft the Sara- 
cens. If in the account of this interelling people,’ 
I have deviated from the ftridl and original line 
of my undertaking, the merit of the fubjed will 
hide my tranfgreffion or folicit my excufe. In 
the Eaft, in the Weft, in war, in religion, in fci- 
ence, in their profperity, and in their decay, the 
Arabians prefs themfelves on our curiofity : the 
firft overthrow of the church and empire of the 
Greeks may be imputed to their arms ; and the 
difciples of Mahomet ftill hold the civil and reli- 
gious feeptre of the Oriental world. But the 
fame labour would be unworthily beftowed on the 
fwarms of favages, who, between the fevfenth and 

the 
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the twelfth century, defcended from the plains of 
Scythia, in tranfient inroad or perpetual emigra- 
tion ^ Their names are uncouth, their origins 
doubtful, their actions obfcure, their fuperftition 
was blind, their valour brutal, and the uniformity 
of their public and private lives was neither foft- 
ened by innocence nor refined by policy. The 
majefty of the Byzantine throne repelled and fur- 
vived their diforderly attacks ; the greater part of 
thefe Barbarians has difappeared without leaving 
any memorial of their exiftence, and the defpica- 
ble remnant continues, and may long continue, to 
groan under the dominion of a foreign tyrant. 

From the antiquities of, I. Bulgarians, II. Hunga- 
rians, and, III. Ruffians, I Ihall content myfelf 
with felefting fuch facts as yet deferve to be re- 
membered. The conquefts of the, IV. Normans, 
and the monarchy of the, V. Turks, will natu- 
rally terminate in the memorable Crufades to the 
Holy Land, and the double fall of the city and 
empire of Conflantine. 

In his march to Italy, Theodoric ® the Oftro- Emigra- 
goth had trampled on the arms of the Bulgarians. Buigari- 
After this defeat the name and the nation are loft 

A.D. 680, 

during a century and an half ; and it may be fuf- &c. 
pedled that the fame or a fimilar appellation was 
revived by ftrange colonies from the Boryfthcnes, 

I 

* Al! the paflages of the Byzantine hiftory which relate to the Bar- 
barians, are compiled, methodifed, and tranferibed in a Latin vcrfion, 
by the laborious John Gotthclf Slritter, in his Memorix Popnloruin, 
ad Danublum, Pontum Euxinuin, Paludem Mxotldcm, Caucafum, 

Mare Cafplum, et inde magis ad Scptemtrioncs incolentium, Petro- 
jioli, 1771 — 1779, tomes, or fix volumes, in 4'*. But the 

fafliiou has not enliaiiccd the price of thefe raw materials, 

* Hlft. vol. vii. p. 12. 

VoL. X. O 2 the 



Digitized by Google 




THEI DECLINE' AND FALL 
^ the T^nai^ or the Volga. A king of. the 'ancient 

BuigAria ’ bequeathed to his five fons a laft leffon 
gfi moderation and concord. It was received as 
youth, has ever received the counfels of age and 
experience ; the five princes buried their father ; 
divided his fubjefts and cattle ; forgot his advice ; 
Ihparated from each other ; and wandered in queft 
of' fortune, till we find the moft adventurous in 
the heart of Italy, under the proteftion of the ex- 
arch of Ravenna L But the ftream of emigration 
was directed or impelled towards the capital. The 
ipodern Bulgaria, along the fouthern banks of the 
Danube, was ftamped with the name and image 
which it has retained to the prefent hour : the new 
conquerors fucceflively acquired, by war or treaty, 
the' Roman provinces of Dardania, Theffaly, and 
the two Epirus’ ^ ; the ecclefiaftical fiipremacy was 
tranflated from the native city of Juftinian ; and, 
in their profperous age, the obfcure town of Lych* 
nidus, or Achrida, was honoured with the throne 



5 Theophanes, p. 196 — 199. Anaftafius, p. 113. Nicephorus, 

, C. P. p. 2i, zj. Theophanes places the old Bulgaria on the banks 
of the Atell or Volga ; but he deprives himielf of all geographical 
credit, by difcharging that river into the Euyine Sea. 

Paul. Diacon. de Geftis Langubard. I.. v. c. 29. p. 881, 882. 

' The apparent difference between the Lombard hiftovian and the above 
mentioned Greeks, is eafily reconciled by Camillo Pellegrino (de Du- 
calu Beneventano, differt. vii. in the Scriptorcs Rerum Ital. tom. v. 
p. 186, 187.) and Beretti (Chorograph. Italia: medii a^vi, p. 273, 
&c ). This Bulgarian colony was planted in a vacant diftrift of 
Sainnium, and learned the L,atin, without forgetting their native 
language. 



: 5 Thefe provinces of the Greek idiom and empire, are afligned to 
the Bulgarian kingdom in the difpute of ecclcfialtical jnrifdiftion bc^ 
tween the patriarchs of Rome and Conftantinople (Baronius, Amial, 



Ecclcf. A. D. 869, No. 75.). 
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of a king and a patriarch The unqueftionable c 
evidence of language attefts the defcent of the Bui- 
garians from the original ftock of the Sclavonian, 
or more properly Slavonian race ’ ; and the kindred 
bands of Servians, Bofnians, Rafcians, Croatians, 
Walachians &c. followed either the ftandard or 
the example of the leading tribe. From the Euxine 
to the Adriatic, in the Hate of captives, or fubjefts, 
or allies, or enemies, of the Greek empire, they 
overfpread the land ; and the national appellation of 
the SLAVES 9 has been degraded by chance or ma- 
lice from the fignification of glory to that of 
fervitude Among thefe colonies, the Chroba- 

tians, 

* Tlifi filiation and royalty of Lychnidiu, or Aclirida, are clAjly 
exprtlTtd in Cecirenus (p. 7«3-). TheTtrnioval of an aichbi/hop or 
patriarch from Jiiftinianea prlma, to Lychnidus, and at length to 
Ternovo, has produced feme perplexity in the ideas or iaiigiiage of the 
Greeks (Nicephorus Gregorasj 1 . li. c, z. p. 14, 15. I'homaflin, 
Difeipline de I’Eglil'e, tom. i. 1 . i. c. 19. Z3.); and a Frenchman 
(d’ Anville) is more accurately (killed in the geography of their own 
country (Hill, de I’Acadcmle des inferiptions. tom. xxxi.). 

’ Chalcocondyles, a competent judge, afRnns the identity of the 
language of the Dalmatians, Bofnians, Servians, Bulgarian!, Poles 
(de Rebus Turcicis, 1 . x. p. 183.), and elfewhere of the Bohemians 
( 1 . ii. p. 33.). The fame author has marked the feparate idiom of 
tbe llungaiians. 

* See the work of John Chriftopher de Jordan, de Originibus Scla- 
vicis, Vindobonte, 1745, in four parts, or two volumes in folio. 
His colleflions and refearches are uleful to elucidate the antiquities of 
Bohemia and the adjacent countries : but his plan is narrow, his ftylc 
barbarous, his criticilin Oiallow, and the Aulic counfellor is not free 
from the prejudices of a Bohemian. 

'> Jordan fubferibes to the well-known and probable derivation from 
Slava, lata, gloria, a woril of fatniiiar tifc in the ditfereiu dialcfls 
and parts of Ipecch, and which forms the termination of the mod illuf- 
trious names (de Originibus Sdavicis, pars i. p. 40. pars iv. p. loi, 
| 02 .). 

This converdon of a national into an appellative name, appears 
|o liave arifen in the viii‘l> century, in the Oriental France, where the 

G 3 princes 
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CHAP, tians”, or Croats, who now attend the motions of 

LV, ’ ^ 

t_ — — j an Auftrian army, are the descendants of a mighty 
Croats or people, the conquerors and fovereigns of Dalmatia, 
ansofDai- The maritime cities, and of thefe the infant re- 
maua, public of Ragufa, implored the aid and inftruc- 
&c. tions of the Byzantine court : they were advifed 
' by the magnanimous Bafil to referve a fmall ac- 
knowledgment of their fidelity to the Romaft em- 
pire, and to appeafe, by an annual tribute, the 
wrath of thefe irrefiftible Barbarians. The king-, 
dom of Croatia was fhared by eleven Zoupans, or 
feudatory lords ; and their united forces were 
numbered at fixty thoufand horfe and one hundred 
thoufand foot. A long fea-coaft, indented with ca- 
pacious harbours, covered with a firing of iflands, 
and almofi in fight of the Italian fiiores, difpofed 
both the natives and firangers to the praflice of 
navigation. The boats or brigantines of the Croats 
were confirufted after the fafliion of the old Libur- 
nians : one hundred and eighty veflels may excite 
the idea of a refpeftable navy ; but our feamen 
will fmile at the allowance of ten, or twenty, or 
forty, men for each of thefe Ihips of war. They 
were gradually converted to the more honourable 
fervice of commerce ; yet the Sclavonian pirates 



princes and bithops were rich in Sclavonian captives, not of the Bo- 
hemian (exclaims Jordan), but of Sorabian race. From thence the 
word was extended to general iilc, to the modern languages, and even 
to the ilyle of the laft Byzantines (fee the Greek and Latin GlofTaries 
ofDucaiigc). The confufion of the ZrppXoi, or Servians, with the 
Latin Sa'vi, was ftill more fortunate and familiar (Conftant. Por- 
phyr. de adminillrando Imperio, c. 3a. p. 99.). 

“ The emperor Conftantinc Porphyrogenitus, moft accurate for liis 
own times, inoft fabulous for preceding ages, deferibes the Sclavo- 
ni^uis of Dalmatia (c. 19—36.). 

w^ere 
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were ftlll frequent and dangerous •, and it was not 
before the clofe of the tenth century that the free- 
dom and fovereignty of the Gulf were eft'eftually 
vindicated by the Venetian republic The an- 
ceflors of thefe Dalmatian kings were equally re- 
moved from the ufe and abufe of navigation : they 
dwelt in the White Croatia, in the inland regions 
of Silefia and little Poland, thirty days journey, 
according to the Greek computation, from the fea 
of darknefs. 

The glory of the Bulgarians was confined to 
a narrow fcope both of time and place. In the 
ninth and tenth centuries, they reigned to the 
fouth of the Danube ; but the more powerful na- 
tions that had followed their emigration, repelled 
all return to the north and all progrcfs to the weft. 
Yet, in the obfcurc catalogue of their exploits, 
they might ^boaft an honour which had hitherto 
been appropriated to the Goths ; that of flaying 
in battle one of the fucceflbrs of Auguftus and 
.Conftamine. The emperor Nicephorus had loft 
his fame in the Arabian, he loft his life in ihe 
Sclavonian, war. In his firft operations he ad- 
vanced with boldnefs and fuccefs into the centre 
of Bulgaria, and burnt the royal court, which was 
probably no more than an edifice and village of 

See the anonymous Chronicle of the xi>'' century, aferibed to 
John Sagorninus (p. 94 — 102.), and that compofed in the xiv'*> by 
the Doge Andrew Dandolo (Script. Rcrum Ital. tom. xii. p. 127 — 1 
* 3 ° 0 > ^"’0 olddt monuments of the hilhcry of Venice. 

The firft'kingdom of the Bulgarians may be found under the 
proper dates in the Annals of Cedrenus and Zonaras. The By- 
zantine materials are collcflcd by Stritter (Memori.a Popuionim, 
tom. ii. pars ii. p. 441 — 647.); and the feries of their kings isdifpofed 
jiml fettled by Ducange (Fain. Byzant. p. 305 — 318.). 

O 4 timber. 
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timber. But, while he fearched the fpoil and re- 
fufed all offers of treaty, his enemies collefted 
their fpirits and their forces : the paffes of retreat 
were infuperably barred ; and the trembling Nice- 
phorus was heard to exclaim : “ Alas, alas ! unlefs 
“ we could aflume the wings of birds, we cannot 
“ hope to efcape.” Two days he waited his fate 
in the inaftivity of defpair ; but, on the morning 
of the third, the Bulgarians furprifed the camp, 
and the Roman prince, with the great officers of 
the empire, were flaughtered in their tents. The 
body of Valens had been faved from infult; but 
the head of Nicephorus was expofed on a fpear, 
and his fkull, enchafed with gold, was often re- 
plenifhed in the feafts of victory. The Greeks - 
bewailed the difhonour of the throne j but they 
acknowledged the juft punifhment of avarice and 
cruelty. This favage cup was deeply tinftured 
with the manners of the Scythian wildernefs ; but 
they were foftened before the end of the fame cen- 
tury by a peaceful intercourfe with the Greeks, 
the poffeffion of a cultivated region, and the intro- 
duftion of the Chriftian worfhip. The nobles of 
Bulgaria were educated in the fchools and palace 
of Conftantinople ; and Simeon a youth of the 
royal line, was inftru£fed in the rhetoric of De- • 
mofthenes and the logic of Ariftotle. He relin- 
quifhed the profelfion of a monk for that of a king 
and warrior j and in his reign, of more than forty 

'+ Simeonem ftmi-Grarcum efie aiebrint, eo quod apueriti.a Byzaii- 
tii Demofthenis rhetoricam et Arittotelis fyllogiftnos didicerat. Liut- 
prand, 1 . iii. c. 8. He fays in another place, Simeon, foi tis bellator, 
Buigariae praeerat; Chrillianus fed vidnls Graccis valdc inimicus ( 1 . i. 
c. a.). 

. years. 
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years, Bulgaria aflumed a rank among the civilized CHAP, 
powers of the earth. The Greeks, whom he re- . * . 

peatedly attacked, derived a faint confolalion from 
indulging themfelves in the reproaches of perfidy 
and facrilege. They purchafed the aid of the Pa- 
gan Turks ; but Simeon, in a fecond battle, re- 
deemed the lofs of the firil, at a time when it was 
efteemed a victory to elude the arms of that for- 
midable nation. The Servians were overthrown, 
made captive, and difperfed ; and thofe who vifited 
the country before their reftoration could difcover 
no more than fifty vagrants, without women or 
children, who .extorted a precarious fubfiftence , 
from the chace. On claffic ground, on the banks 
of the Achelous, the Greeks were defeated ; their 
horn was broken by the flrength of the Barbaric 
Hercules He formed the fiege of Conftantino- 
ple ; and, in a perfonal conference with the em- 
peror, Simeon impofed the conditions of peace. 

They met with the moft jealous precautions : the 
royal galley was drawn clofe to an artificial and 
well-fortified platform ; and the majefty of the 
purple was emulated by the pomp of the Bulga- 
rian. “ Are you a Chriftian ?” faid the humble 
Romanus ; “ it is your duty to abftain from the 
“ blood of your fellow-Chriftians. Has the third 
of riches feduced you from the bldlings of 
peace ? Sheath your fword, open your hand, 
and I will fatiate the utmolt meafure of your 



’5 ■ Rigkl'im fcra dexteii cornu 

Dum tenet infregit, truncaque a fronlc rcvellit. 

Ovid (Mciamoi ( jIi. ix. i — lOO.) has boldly painted the combat of tho 
fiver-god and tlie huo j the native and the ftranger. 

“ defires.’* 
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“ defires.” The reconciliation was fealed by a 
domeftic alliance ; the freedom of trade was grant- 
ed or reftored ; the firft honours of the court were 
fecured to the friends of Bulgaria, above the am- 
balfadors of enemies or ftrangers ; and her 
princes were dignified with the high and invidious 
title of Baftleus, or emperor. But this friendfliip 
was foon difturbed : after the death of Simeon the 
nations were again in arms ; his feeble fucceflbrs 
were divided and cxtinguifiied ; and,inthebeginning 
of the eleventh century, the fecond Bafil, who was 
born in the purple, deferved the appellation of con- 
queror of the Bulgarians. His avarice was in fome 
meafure gratified by a treafure of four hundred thou- 
fand pounds fterling (ten thoufand pound weight 
of gold), which he found in the palace of Lych- 
nidu$. His cruelty inflidled a cool and exquifite 
vengeance on fifteen thoufand captives who had 
been guilty of the defence of their country. They 
•were deprived of fight, but to one of each hun- 
dred a fingle eye was left, that he might condudb 
his blind century to the prefence of their king. 
Their king is faid to have expired of grief and 
horror; the nation w'as awed by this terrible ex- 
ample ; the Bulgarians were fwept away from 
their fettleiiients, and circumfcribed within a nar- 

** The ambaflador of Otho was provok#d by the Greek exciifes, 
cum Chriftophori filiuin Petrus Bulg.u'orum yti/tleus conjugem duce- 
ret, Symphona, ideft conlbnantia, feripto juramento firmata funt ut 
omnium gentium Apafialis ideft nunciis penes nos Bulgarorum Apoltoli 
pi arponantur, honorentiir, diligcinur (Luitprand in Legatione, p,. 
481.). See the Ceiemoniale of Conftantine Poi pliyrogcnitus, tom. i. 

p. Si. tom. ii. p 419, 430. 434, 435. 443, 444. 446, 447. with the 
ar.uotations of Reiike. 

row 
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row province ; the furviving chiefs bequeathed 
to their children the advice of patience and the 
duty of revenge. 

II. When the black fwarm of Hungarians firfl 
hung over Europe, about nine hundred years after 
the Chriftian xra, they were miflaken by fear and 
fuperftiticn for the Gog and Magog of the ferip- 
tures, the figns and forerunners of the end of 
, the world Since the introdudlion of letters, 
they have explored their own antiquities with a 
ftrong and laudable impulfe of patriotic curiofity 
Their rational criticifm can no longer be amufed 
with a vain pedigree of Attila and the Huns ; 
but they complain that their primitive records 
have periflied in the Tartar war : that the truth 
or fiaion of their ruftic fongs is long fince for- 
gotten ; and that the fragments of a rude chro- 
nicle mail be painfully reconciled with the 

con- 



A bifliop of Wurtzburgh fubmitted this opinion to a reverend 
abbot ; but he more gravely decided, that Gog and Magog were 
the fpiritual pcrfccutors of the church ; fince Gog fignifies the roof, 
the pride of the Ilereliarchs, and Magog what comes from the roof, 
the propagation of their fefts. Yet thefe men once commanded 
the refpefl of mankind (Flcury, Kid. Ecclef. torn. xi. p. 594, 
^cc.). 

The two national authors, from whom I have derived the mod 
allidance, are George Pray (Difl’ertationes ad Annales veteiuin 
Kungaronim, &c. Vindolxm*, 1775, in folio), and Stephen Katona 
(Hid. Critica Ducum et Regum Hungariae diiyiis Arpadiante, 
Pxdini, 1778 — 1781, 5 V0I3. in o£lavo). The fird embraces a 
large and often conjeftural fpace : the latter, by his learning, 
judgment, and perfpicuity, deferves the name of a critical hif- 
torian. 

*9 The author of this Chronicle is dyled the notary of king 
Bela. Katona has alFigned him to the xii*'' century, and defends 
Jiis charafter againd the hypercriticifin of Pray. This rude annalid 
Huift have Uanferibed feme hidorical records, fince he could affirm 
• with 
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contemporary though foreign intelligence of the 
Imperial geographer^®. Magiar is the national 
and Oriental denomination of the Hungarians ; 
but, among the tribes of Scythia, they are dif- 
tinguifhed by the Greeks under the proper and 
peculiar name of Turks, as the defcendants of 
that mighty people who had conquered and reigned 
from China to the Volga. ThePannonian colony 
preferved a correfpondence of trade and amity 
>v'ith the eaflern Turks on the confines of Perfia ; 
and after a reparation of three hundred and fifty 
years, the millionaries of the king of Hungary 
difcovered and vifited their ancient country near 
the banks of the Volga. They w'ere hofpitably 
entertained by a people of Pagans and Savages 
who ftill bore the name of Hungarians ; converfed 
in their native tongue, recollefted a tradition of 
their long-loft brethren, and liftened with amaze- 
ment to the marvellous tale of their new kingdom 
and religion. The zeal of converfion was ani- 
mated by the intereft of confanguinity ; and 
one of the greateft of' their princes had formed 
the generous, though fruitlefs defign, of reple- 
nifliing the folitude of Pannonia by this domeftiq 



xvith dignity, rejeftis falfis fabul’s rufticorum, et garrulo cantil 
joculatoium. Iji the xv'** century, thd'c fables were colleftcd by 
Thiirotiius, and tmbeHiflied by the Italian Bonfinius. See tliQ 
Preliminary Dil'coiirle in the Hilt. Critica Duciim, p. 7 — 33. 

See Conllantine de Adminiftrando Imperio, c. 3, 4. *3. 
3? — 4.1. ICatona has nicely fixed the compofition of this work to 
tlic years 5+9, 95°) 95>- (p^ 4 — 7-)- critical hillorian (p. 

34 — 107.; endeavours to prove the exillence, and to relate the aftions, 
of a firft duke Abnus, the father of Arpad, who is tacitly rejefted by 
Conllantir.e. 



colony 
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coliany. from the heart of Tartary**. From thi^ 
primitive country they were driven to the Weft! 
by the tide of war and emigration, by the weight 
of 1 the more diftant tribes, who at the fame time 
were fugitives and conquerors. Reafon or'' for- 
tune directed their courfe towards the frontiers 
of the Roman empire ; they halted in the ufual 
Rations along the banks of the great rivers ; and 
in the territories of Mofcow, Kiow, and Moldavia, 
feme veftiges have been difeovered of their tem- 
porary refidence. In this long and various pere- 
grination, they could not always efcape the 
dominion of the flronger ; and the purity of their 
blood was improved or fullied by the mixture 
of a foreign race : from a motive of compulfion 
or choice, feveral tribes of the Chazars were aflb- 
ciated 'to the ftandard of their ancient vafTals ; 
introduced the ufe of a fecond language ; and 
obtained by their fuperior renown the moft ho- 
nourable place in the front of battle. The mili- 
tary force of the Turks and their dllies marched 
in feven equal and artificial divifions j each 
divifion was formed of thirty thoufand eight 
hundred and fifty-feven warriors, and the pro- 
portion of women, children, and fervants, fuppofes 
and requires at leaft a million of emigrants. 

Their public counfels were direfted by feven 
%>ayvods or hereditary chiefs, but the experience 
of difeord and weaknefs recommended the more 

Pray (Dtffert. p. 37— J9, &c.) p.-oduces and illullrates the 
original palTages of the Hungarian milTionai tct, Bontinius and.£nca« 

Silvius. , 

VoL, X. O 7 fimple 
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c HA P. finiple and vigorous adminiftration of a fingle 
« — perl'on. d'he fceptre which had been declined 
by the moded; Lebedius, was granted to, the 
birth or merit of Almus and his fon Arpad, and 
the authority of the fupreme khan of the Chazars 
confirmed the engagement of the prince and 
people ; ot the people to obey his commands, 
of the prince to confult their happinefs and 
glory. 

TheirFen- With this narrative we might be reafonably 
me origin, j.|^g penetration of modern learning 

had not opened a new and larger profped; of 
the antiquities of nations. The ■‘Hungarian lan- 
guage Hands alone, and as it were infulated, 
among the Sclavonian dialects ; but it bears a 
clofe iuid clear affinity to the idioms of the Fennic 
race of an obfolete and favage race, which 
formerly occupied the northern regions of Afia 
and F.urope. The genuine appellation of Ugri 
or Igours is found on the vvellern confines of 
China ; their migration to the banks of the 
Irtilh is attelled by Tartar evidence -■» j a fimilar 

Filclier, iii the Q^xlliones Petropolitanae, de Origine Ungro- 
niiti, and Pray, Diflertat. i, ii, ii', &c. have drawn up feveral 
comparative tables of the Hungarian with the Fennic dialefts. The 
' affiaitv is indeed linking, but the litis ai-e fljoft, the words are 

pui-pofely chofeii ; and I read in the learned Baytr (Corament. 
Academ. Petropol. tom. x. p. 37+-), that although the ilungarian 
has adopted many Fennic words (innumcras voces), it efi'entially 
differs toti) genio ct natura. 

^3 In the region of Turfan, which is clearly and minutely de-’ 
feribed by the Chinefc geographers (Gaubil, Hill, du Grand Gen- 
gifean, p. 13. de Guignes, Hift des Huns, .torn. ii. p. ji, 
&c.). 

Hill. Genealogique ilcs Tartars, par Abulghazi Bahadur Khan, 
paiiic ii. p- 90—98. 

name 
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name and language are detected in the fouthem ^ ^ A p. 
parts of Siberia ; and the remains of the Fennic ». - / ^ 
tribes are \videly, though thinly, fcattered from 
the fources of the Oby to the fliores of Lapland 
The confanguinity of the Hungarians and Lap- 
landers would difplay the powerful energy of 
climate on the children of a common parent ; 
the lively contrail; between the bold adventurers, 
who are intoxicated with the wines of the Danube, 
and the wretched fugitives who are immerfed 
beneath the fnows of the polar circle. Arms 
and freedom have ever been the ruling, though 
too often* the unfuccefsful, paffion of the Hun- 
garians, who are endowed by nature with a 
vigorous conftitution of foul and body Ex- 
treme cold has diminilhed the ftature and con- 
gealed the faculties of the Laplanders ; and the 
Ar£Hc tribes, alone among the fons of men, are 
ignorant of war, and unconfcious of human 



In their journey to Pekin, both Kbrand Ives (Harris's Co!- 
kflion of Voyages and.Travels, vci. ii. p. 920, 921.) and Bell 
(Travels, vol. i. p. 17+.) found the Vogulitz in the neighbourhood 
of TohoHky. By the tortures of the etymological art, t^arand 
Vogvl are reduced to the fame name ; the ciraimjacent mountains 
really bear the appellation of Ugrian-, and of ail the Fennic dialefts, 
the Voguiian is the neareft to the Hungarian (Fifcher, Differt. i. p. 
20 — 30. Pray, Differt. ii. p. 31—34.). 

The eight tribes of the Fennic race, are deferibed in the 
curious work of M. Lcvcque (Hid. des Peoples foumis ii la Domina- 
tion dc la RufTic, tom. i. p. 361 — 

This pifture of the Hungarians and Bulgarians is chiefly 
drawn from the Tatties of Leo, p. 796 — 801. and the Latin Annals 
which are alleged by Baronias, Pagi, and Muratori, A. D. 889, 
kc. 

blood : 
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c HA P. blood : an happy ignorance, if reafon ' and virtue 
^ ^ were the guardians of their peace ! 

Taaics It is the obfervation of the Imperial author of 
n’rs’ofthc the Tadics that all the Scythian hords refem- 
Himgai-i- bled each other in their paftoral and military 

ons 3n^l ^ * 

Bulga- life, that they all pradifed the fame means of 
ad’ 900 Hence, and employed the fame inftruments 
&c. of deflrudion* But he adds, that the two na- 
tions of Bulgarians and Hungarians were fiiperior 
to their brethren, and fimilar to each other, in 
the improvements, however rude, of their difci- 
pline and government j their vifible likenefs de- 
termines Leo to confound his friends and enemies 
in one common defcription ; and the pidure 
may be heightened by fome ftrokes from their 
contemporaries of the tenth century. Except 
the merit and fame of military prowefs, all that 
is valued by mankind appeared vile and con- 
temptible to thefe Barbarians, whofe native fierce- 



** BufFon, Hift. Naturdle, tom. v. j>. 6. in 12"'®. Guftavus 
Adolphus attempted, without liiccefs, to form a regiment of Lap.. ' 
landers. Grotius fays of thefe Ardic tribes, anna arcus et pharetra 
fed advcrfus feras (Annul. 1 . iv. p. 236.), and attempts, after the 
manner of Tacitus, to varnilh with philofophy their brutal igno. 
ranee. 

Leo has obferved, tliat the government of the Turks was 
monarchical, and that tlicir piininiments were rigorous (Tatlic. p. 
S96. a,Trtm(i; xxi j 3 acpcnx(). Rhegino (in Chron. A. D. 8S9.) 
mentions theft as a capital crime, and his jurifprndence is confirmed 
by the original code of St. Stephen (A. D. 1016.). If a flave were 
guilty, he was chaftifed, for the firft time, with the lofs of his 
nofc, or a fine of five heifers 5 for the fecond, with the lofs of his 
ears, or a fimilar fine ; for the third, with death; which the frecinaa 
did not incur till the fourth offence, as his firft penalty was the 
lofs of liberty (Katona, Hilt. Regum Hungar. tom. i. p. 231, 

ijZ.). 

^ nefa 
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fiefs was ftimulated by the confcioufnefs of num- 
bers and freedom. The tents of the Hungarians 
were of leather, their garments of fur j they 
fhaved their hair and fcarified their faces : in 
fpeech they were flow, in aftion prompt, in 
treaty perfidious ; and they fhared the common 
reproach of Barbarians, too ignorant to conceive 
the importance of truth, too proud to deny or 
palliate the breach of their moll folemn engage- 
ments. Their fimplicity has been praifed ; yet 
they abftained only from the luxury they had 
never known ; whatever they faw, they coveted ; 
their defires were infatiate, and their foie in- 
duftry was the hand of violence and rapine. By 
the definition of a paftoral nation, I have recalled 
a long defcription of the ceconomy, the warfare, 
and the government that prevail in that ftage 
of fociety ; I may add, that to fifliing as well as 
to the chafe, the Hungarians were indebted for a 
part of their fubfiftence, and fince they feldom 
cultivated the ground, they muft, at lead in 
their new fettlements, have fometimes praftifed 
a flight and unfkilful hufbandry. In their emi- 
grations, perhaps in their expeditions, the hoft 
was accompanied by thoufands of fheep and 
oxen, who increafed the cloud of formidable 
duft, and afforded a conftant and wholefome 
fupply of milk and animal food. A plentiful 
command of forage was the firfl care of the 
general, and if the flocks and herds were fecure 
of their paftures, the hardy warrior was alike 
infenfible of danger and fatigue. The confufion 
of men and cattle that overfpread the country 
- VoL. X. P expofed 
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cxpofed- their camp to a nociurnal furprife, had 
■_ - — I not a Hill wider circuit been occupied by their 
light cavalry, perpetually in motion to discover 
and delay the approach of the enemy. After 
fome experience of the Roman taftics, they adopted 
the ufe of the fword and fpear, the helmet of the 
foldier, and the iron breaft-plate of his (feed : 
but their native and deadly weapon was the Tartar 
bow : from the earlieft infancy, their children 

and fervants were exercifed in the double fcience 
of archery and horfemanfliip ; their arm wasr 
flrong j their aim was fure ; and in the moft 
rapid career, they were taught to throw theni- 
felves backwards, and to fhoot a volley of arrows 
into the air. In open combat, in fecret ambulh, 
in flight, or purfuit, they were equally formi- 
dable : an appearance of order was maintained 
in the foremoft ranks, but their charge w’as 
driven forwards by the impatient prefl'ure of 
fuccceding crowds. They purfued, headlong and 
rafii, with loofened reins and horrific outcries j 
but if they fled, with real or diflembled fear, 
• the ardour of a purfuing foe was checked and 

chaftifed by the fame habits of irregular fpeed 
and fudden evolution. In the abufe of victory, 
they aftoniflied Europe, yet fraarting from the 
wounds of the Saracen and the Dane : mercy 
they rarely alked, and more rarely bellowed : 
both fexes were accufed as equally inaccellible to 
pity, and their appetite for raw flelh might coun- 
tenance the popular tale, that they drank the 
blood and feafled on the hearts of the flain. 
Yet the Hungarians were not devoid of thofe 

pria- 
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principles of juftice and humanity, which nature , ^ 
has implanted in every bofom. The licenfe of 
public and private injuries was reftrained by laws 
and punilhments ; and in the fecurity of an open 
camp, theft is the moft tempting and moft dan- 
gerous offence. Among the Barbarians, there 
were many, whofe fpontaneous virtue fupplied 
their laws and correded their manners, who per- , 

formed the duties, and fympathifed with the af- 
fedions, of focial life. 

After a long pilgrimage of flight or vidory, Eftablifh. 
the 'furkifti hords approached the common limits i)]roads"of 
of the French and Byzantine empires. Their the Hun- 
firft conquefts and final fettlements extended on 
either fide of the Danube above Vienna, below 
Belgrade, and beyond the meafure of the Roman 
province of Pannonia, or the modern kingdom of 
Hungary That ample and fertile land was 
loofely occupied by the Moravians, a Sclavonian 
name and tribe, which were driven by the in- 
vaders into the compafs of a narrow province. 
Charlemagne had ffretched a vague and nominal 
empire as far as the edge pf Tranfylvania j but, 
after the failure of his legitimate line, the dukes 
of Moravia forgot their obedience and tribute 
to the monarchs of Oriental France. The baftard 
Arnulph was provoked to invite the arms of , 
the Turks ; they rufhed through the real or 
figurative wall, which his indifcretion had thrown 
open ; • and the king of Germany has been juflly 
reproached as a< traitor to the civil and ecclefi-- 

3 ° See Katona, Hift. Durum Hungar. p. 321 — 352. ' ' 

P 2 aflical 
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aftkal fociety of the Chriftians. During^ the Iffc 
of Arnulph, the Hungarians 'were checked by 
gratitude or fear ; but in the infancy of his fon 
Lewis they difcovered and invaded Bavaria j 
and fuch 'was their Scythian fpeed, that in a 
fingle day a circuit of fifty miles was ftript and 
.confumed. In the battle of Augfburgh the 
Chriftians maintained their advantage till the 
feventh hour of the day ; they were deceived and 
vanquiftied by the flying ftratagems of the Turkifli 
cavalry. 'I'he conflagration fpread over the pro- 
vinces of Bavaria, Swabia, and Franconia ; and 
the Hungarians promoted the reign of anarchy, 
by forcing the ftouteft barons to difcipline their 
vaflals and fortify their caftles. The origin of 
wailed towns is afcribed to this* calamitous period j 
nor could any diftance be fecure againft an enemy, 
who, almoft at the fame inftant, laid in alhes 
the Helvetian monaftery of St. Gall^ and the 
.city of Bremen, on the Ihores of the northern 
ocean. Above thirty years the Germanic empire 
or kingdom was fubjedt to the ignominy of 
tribute ; and refiftance was difarmed by the nte- 
nacc, the ferious and effedlual menace, of dragging, 
the women and children into captivity, and of 
flaughtering the males above the age of ten years^ 
I have neither power nor inclination to follow the 
' Hungarians beyond the Rhine; but I muft ob- 

3 ' Hungitronim gens, ciijus omnes fere nationes experts^ fxyitiam, 
ire. is the preface of Liutprand (1. i. c. a .), who frequently expatixtes- 
- on th<^ calamities of his own times. Seel. i. c. 5. 1 . ii. c. i, 2. 
4 > 7 * h hi- c. I, &c. 1 . V. c. 8. 15. in Legat. p. 485. . His 

colours are glaring, but his chronology mudbe reilified by Pagi and 
Muf.'uori. ^ 

ferve 
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ferve with furprife, that the fouthern provinces of ^ 
France were blafted by the tempeft, and that v — ^ 
Spain, behind her Pyrenees, was aftonifhed at . 

the approach of thefe formidable ftrangers J*. 

The vicinity of Italy had tempted their early in- ^ jj. 900. 
roads ; but, from their camp on the Brenta, they 
beheld with fome terror the apparent ftrength and 
populoufnefs of the new-difeovered country. They 
requefted leave to retire ; their requeft was proudly 
xejefted by the Italian king ; and the lives of 
twenty thoufand Chriftians paid the forfeit of 
his obftinacy and rafhnefs. Among the cities of 
the Weft, the royal Pavia was confpicuous in 
fame and fplendour ; and the pre-eminence of 
Rome itfelf was only derived from the relics of 
the apoftles. The Hungarians appeared ; Pavia A.D. 974. 
was in flames : forty-three churches were con- 
fumed; and, after the maflacre of the people, 
they fpared about two hundred wretches, who 
had gathered fome bulhels of gold and filver (a 
vague exaggeration) from the fmoking ruins of 
their country. In thefe annual excurfions from 
the Alps to the neighbourhood of Rome and 
Capua, the churches, that yet efcaped, refounded 
with a fearful litany : “ O fave and deliver us from 
the arrows of the Hungarians !” But the 
faints were deaf ot inexorable ; and the torrent 
'Tolled forwards, tiU it was flopped by the ex- 

3* The three bloody r^gns of Arpad, Zoltan, ahd Toitos, are 
critically ilhiftrated by Katona (Hift. Ducum, icc. p. 107 — 499-). 

His diligence has fearched both natives and foreigners, yet to the 
xleeds" of mifehief or glory, I have been able to add the deftruAion of 
Sremcn (Adam Bremenfis, i. 43-)> ’ 

P 3 "treme ' 
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^ ^ tremc land of Calabria A compofitlon was 

». ^ > offered and accepted for the head of each Italian 

fubjefl: ; and ten bufliels of filver were poured 
forth in the Turkiffi camp. But falfehood is the 
natural antagonift of violence ; and the robbers - 
were defrauded both in the numbers erf the af- 
feflment and the ftandard of the metal. On the 
fide of the Eaft the Hungarians were oppofed in 
doubtful conflicl by the equal arms of the Bul- 
garians, whofe faith forbade an alliance with the 
Pagans, and whofe fituation formed the barrier of 
A.d.s* 4 - the Byzantine empire. The barrier was over- 
turned ; the emperor of Conftantinople beheld 
the waving banners of the Turks ; and one of 
their boldeft warriors prefumed to ftrike a battle- 
axe into the golden gate. The arts and treafures 
of the Greeks diverted the aflault ; but the Hun- 
_garians might boaft in their retreat, that they 
^ • had impofed a tribute on the fpirit of Bulgaria 

and the majefty of the Ca?fars ^4. The remote 

and 

t 

53 Muratoi! has confidered with patriotic care the danger and 
rcfources of Modena. The citizens befought St. Gtaninianus, theif 
patron, to avert, by his intpreefl'ion, the rabies, flagellum, &c. 

, Nunc te rogamiis licet fervi peflimi 

Ab Ungerorum nos defendas jaciilis. 

The bilhop erected walls for the public defence, not contra dominos 
ferenos ( Antiejuitat. Ital. mcd. Alivi, tom. i. difl'ertat. i. p. at, is.), 
and the fong of the nightly watch is not without elegance or ufe 
t (tom. iii. dilT. xl. p. 709.). The Italian annalift has accurately 

traced the feries of their inroads (Annali d'ltalia, tom. vii. p. 365. 
367. 39|. 4.01. 437 440. tom. viii. p. 19. 41, 52, &c.). 

•S* Both the Hungarian and Ruffian annals fuppofe, that they be- 
fieged, or attacked, or infultcd Conilantinoplc (Pray, difl'ertat, x, p. 
239. Katona, Hill. ,Ducum, p. 354 — 360.) ; and the fa£l is almofl 
ConfcfTtd by the Byzantine hittorians (Leo Grammaticus, p. 506. 

Cedrenus, 
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and rapid operations of the fame campaign, 
appear to magnify the power and numbers of the 
Turks ; but their courage is moft deferving of 
praife, fmee a light troop of three or four hun- 
dred horfe would often attempt and execute the 
moll daring inroads to the gates of Theflalonica 
and Conlhuitinople. At this difaflrous cera of 
the ninth and tenth centuries, Europe was afflicted 
by a triple fcourge from the North, the Eaft, 
and the South : the Norman, the Hungarian, and 
the Saracen, fometimes trod the fame ground of 
^ defolation ; and thefe favage foes might have been 
compared by Homer to the two lions growling 
over the carcafe of a mangled ftag 35 . 

The deliverance of Germany and Chriftendom 
was atchieved by the Saxon princes, Henry the 
Fowler and Otho the Great, who. in two me- 
morable battles, for ever broke the power of the 
Hungarians 3 ®. The valiant Henry was roufed 
from a bed of ficknefs by the invafion of his 
country : but his mind was vigorous and his 



CeJrenus, tom. ii. p. ■619.) : yet, however glorious to the nation, 
it is denied or doubted by the critical hiltorian, and even by the 
notary of Bela. Their fcepticifm i^ meritorious; they could not 
I'afely tranferibe or believe the rufticorum fabulas s but Katona 
i,night have given due attention to the evidence of Liutprand, Bulga- 
roruixi gentem atquc Gracorum tributariam fccerant (Hift. 1 . ii. c. 4. 

p. 435-). 

— Aicvfl’ JjtpivOriTrV 

Oti oupsoi y.op\j^ri7i Tript XTOcumn; fAa^oio 
Apiipw TTfivaovTf ptiyic ^povroTE fAcc^e<r^oi’, 

They are amply and critically difeufi'ed by lyatoua (Hilt. 
Ducuni, p. 360 — 36s. 417 — 470.). Liutprand ( 1 . ii. c. 8, 9.) is 
the bell evidence for the former, and Witichind (Annal. Saxon. I. iii.) 
ot the latter : but the critical hillorian will not even oveilook. llie horn 
of a v.'ariioi', which is faid to be preferved at Jaz-berin. 

F 4 prudence 
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pruderice fucicefsful. ' “ My companions,” faid 
he on the morning of the combat, “ maintain 
“ your ranks, receive on your bucklers the firft 
“ arrows of the Pagans, and prevent their fecond 

difcharge by the equal and rapid career of your 
“ lances.” They obeyed and conquered : and 
the hiftorical pifture of the caftle of Merfeburgh, 
expreiTed the features, or at lead the charafter, of 
Henry, who, in an age of ignorance, entrufted 
to the finer arts the perpetuity of his name 
At the end of twenty years, the children of the 
Turks who had fallen by his fword invaded the 
empire of his fon ; and their force is defined, 
in the lowed edimate, at one hundred thoufand. 
horfe'. They were invited by domedic fadlion ; 
the gates of Germany were treacheroufly un- 
locked, and they fpread far beyond the Rhine 
and the Meufe, into the heart of Flanders. Biif 
the vigour and prudence of Otho difpelled the 
confpiracy ; the princes were made fenfible, that 
unlefs they were true to each other, their religion 
and country were irrecoverably lod ; and the 
national powers were reviewed in the plains of 
Augiburgh. They marched and fought in eight 

3^ Hunc vero triumphuni tnm laudc qiiam memoria digiium, ad 
MiTcAjurgum rex in fuperiori coenaculo domiis per 
id eft, pitturam notari, precepit, adeo ut rem vcram potiiis quam 
verlfimilem videas : an high encomium (Liutprand, 1 . ii. c. 9 .), 
Another palace in Germany had been painted with holy fvibjefts, 
by the order of Cliarlem.igne ; and Muratori may juftly affirm, 
nulla fxcula fuere in quibus piftores deliderati fiierint (Antiquitat. 
Ital. niedii j®vi, tom. ii. diflert. xxiv. p. ^ 60 , 361 .). Our do- 
meltic claims to antiquity ot ignorance and original imperfeftion 
(Mr. Walpole’s lively words), arc of a much more recent date 
(Anecdotes of Paimiiig, vol. 1, p. z, See,), 

legions. 
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legions, according to tKe dlvifion of provinces 
and tribes; the firft, fecond, and third, were 
compofed of Bavarians ; the sfouith of Franco- 
nians ; the fifth of Saxons, under the immediate 
command of the monarch ; the fixth and feventh 
confifted of Swabians ; and the eighth legion, of 
a thoufand Bohemians, clofed the rear of the 
hoft. The refources of difcipline and valour 
■were fortified by the arts of fuperftition, which, 
on this occafion, may deferve the epithets of' 
generous and falutary. The foldiers were purified 
with a fall ; the camp was blefled with the relics 
of faints and martyrs ; and the Chriftian hero 
girded on his fide the fword of Conftantine, 
grafped the invincible fpear of Charlemagne, and 
waved the banner of St. Maurice, the prffifeft of 
the Thebaean legion. But his firmefl confidence 
was placed in the holy lance 3^, whofe point was 
falhioned of the nails of the crofs, and which his 
father had extorted from the king of Burgundy, 
by the threats of war and the gift of a province. 
The Hungarians were expected in the front ; 
they fecretly paffed the Lech, a river of Bavaria 
that falls into the Danube ; turned the rear of the 
Chriftian army ; plundered the baggage, and dif- 
ordered the legions of Bohemia and Swabia. 
The battle was reftored by the Fr^nConians, 
whofe duke, the valiant Conrad, was pierced 
with an arrow as he refted from his fatigues’: 




See Baronins, Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 919, N° i— $. TM 
lance of Chrift is taken from the boft evidence, Liulprand ( 1 . iv. c. 
»!.), Sigebert, and the a£fs of St. Gerard: bnt the other military 
relics depend on the faith of the Gcita Anglonim poft Btdam, 1 . ii. 

c. 8. 

the 
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^ Saxons fought under the eyes of their king ; 

y.-.^ » and his victory furpafled, in merit and importance, 

” the triumphs of the laft two hundred years. The 

lofs of the Hungarians was ftill greater in the 
flight than in the adion ; they were encompaffed 
by the rivers of Bavaria ; and their paft cruelties 
excluded them from the hope of mercy. Three 
captive princes were hanged at Ratilbon, the 
multitude of prilbners was (lain or mutilated, 
and the fugitives, who prefumed to appear in the 
face of their country, wer6 condemned to ever- 
lafting poverty and difgrace Yet the fpirit 
of the nation was humbled, and the moft ac- 
ceflible palfes of Hungary were fortified with a 
ditch and rampart. Adverfity fuggefted the coun- 
fels of moderation and peace : the robbers of the 
Weft acquiefced in a fedentary life ; and the next 
A.D, 97/. generation was taught by a difcerning prince, 
that far more might be . gained by multiplying 
and exchanging the produce of a fruitful foil. 
The native race, the Turkilh or Fennic blood, 
was mingled with new colopies of Scythian or 
Sclavonian origin ; many thoufands of robull 

and 

39 Katona, Hid. Ducum Hiingari*, p. 500, &c. 

Among thefe colonies we may diftinguifh, j. Tlie Cliazars, 
or CaHari, who joined the Hungarians on their march (Conllant. clc 
Admin. Imp. c. 39, 40. p. 108, 109.). 2. Tht'Jazyges, Monavians, 
and Siculi, whom they found in the land ; the lad were pirhaps a 
remnant of the lluns of Altiia, ami were entruded with the guard 
of the borders. 3. The Kudians, who, like the Swifs in France, 
imparted a general na^ne to the royal porters. 4. The Bulgarians^ 
whofc chiefs (A, D. 956) were invited, ettm magna mnltitudinp 
Hifmtihelitcrum. Had any of thefe bclavonians embiaccd the Ma- 
hometan religion ? 5. The Biflcri and Cunians, a mixed miiltilude 

of I’aUinncites, Uzi, Chazars, &c. who had fpread to the lower 

Danube, 
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and induftrious captives had been imported from 
all the countries of Europe ; and after the 
marriage of Geifa with a Bavarian princefs, he 
bellowed honours and eftates on the nobles of 
Germany^. The fon of Geifa was inverted with 
the regal title, and the houfe of Arpad reigned 
three hundred years in the kingdom of Hungary. 

But the freeborn Barbarians were not dazzled by 
the lurtre of the diadem, and the people alTerted 
their indefeafible right of chufing, depofing, 
and punilhing the hereditary fervant of the 
ftate. 

III. The name of Russians was firft di- 
vulged, in the ninth century, by an embalfy monarchy, 
from Theophilus, emperor of the Eart, to the 
emperor of the Wert, Lewis, the fon of Charle- 
magne. The Greeks were accompanied by the 

Danube. The laft colony of 40,000 Cumans, A. D. 1239, was re- 
ceived and converted by the kings of Hungary, who derived from 
that tribe a new regal appellation (Pray, DiflTert. vi, vii. p. 109 — 

173. Katona, Hitt. Ducum, p. 95 — 99. 259 — 264.476.479— 

483, &c.). 

Chriftiani autem, quorum pars major populi elV, qui ex omni 
parte mnndi illuc tratti funt captivi, &c. Such was the language of 
PiligrlniK, the firft milfionary who entered Hungary, A. D. 973. 

Pars major is ftrong. Hill. Ducurh, p. 517. 

“t* The fideles Tcutonici of Geifla are authenticated in old 
charters ; and Katona, with his ufual induftry, has made a fair 
eftimate of thefe colonies, which had been lb loofely magnified by 
the Italian Ranzanus (Hill. Critic. Ducum, p. 667 — 681.). 

Among the Greeks, this national appellation has a fingular 
form, Pw>, as an undeclinable word, of which many fanciful ety- 
mologies have been fuggefted. I have perul'ed, with plcafure and - • 

, profit, a dilTertation de Origine Rulfcrum (Comment. Academ. 
PetropoKtanje, tom. viii. p. 38S — 436.), by Theophilus Sigefrid 
Bayer, a learned German, who fpent his life and labours in the 
fervice of Ruifia. A geographical traft of d'Anvitie, de I’Empire de 
Rullle, fon Origine, et les Accroilfentcns (Paris, 1772, in i2">'>), 
has likewile been of ufe. 

envoys 
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CHAP, envoys of the great duke, or chagan, or 
. i of the Ruffians. In their journey to Conftan- 
A.D. 839. linople, they had traverfed many hoftile nations ; 

and they hoped to efcape the dangers of their 
return by requefting the French monarch to 
tranfport them by fea to their native country. 
A clofer examination deteded their origin : they 
. were the brethren of the Swedes and Normans, 
whofe name was already odious and formidable 
in France ; and it might juftly be apprehended 
that thefe Ruffian ftrangers were not the mef- 
fengers of peace, but the emiffaries of war. 
They were detained, while the Greeks were dif- 
miffed ; and Lewis expected a more fatisfador^ 
account, that he might obey the laws of hoL 
pitality or prudence, according to the intereft of 
both empires This Scandinavian origin of 
the people, or at lead the princes, of Ruffia, may 
be confirmed and illuflrated by the national an- 
nals '*5 and the general hiftory of the North. The 
Normans, who had fo long been concealed by 
a veil of impenetrable darknefs, fuddenly burfi 
forth dn the fpirit of naval and military enterprife. 
The vaft, and, as it is faid, the populous, regions 



See the entire pafT.ige (digmim, fays Bayer, ut aureis in tabulis ^ 
figatur) in the Anunles Bertiniani Francorum (in Script. Ital. Mu- 
ratori, torn. ii. p.-;rs i. p. 5*5.), A. D. 839, twenty-two years 
before the Aira of Ruric. In the x'*' century, Liutprand (Hift. 1 . 

V. c. 6.) i'pezks cf the KufRans and Normans as the fame Aqu|!o- 
narcs homines of a red complexion. 

■*5 My knowledge of thefe annals is drawn from M. Leveqne, 
Hifioirede RiifTie. Neltor, the firit and heft of thefe ancient annaliAs, 
was a monk of Kiow, who died in the beginning of the xii’** century } 
but his chronicle was ohJeure, till it was puhliftied at Peterfbnrgh, 
J767', in 4'®. Lcvcqiie,- Hill, de Ruflic, tojn. i. p. xvi. Coxe's 
Travels, vol. ii. p. 1S4, ' . , - 



Digitized by Google 




OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 



of Denmark, Sweden, and Norway, were crowded ^ 
with independent chieftains and defperate adven- J 

turers, who fighed in the lazinefs of peace, and ' 
fouled in the agonies of death. Piracy was the 
exercife, , the trade, the glory, and the virtue, of 
the Scandinavian youth. Impatient of a bleak 
climate and narrow limits, they ftarted from the 
banquet, grafped their arms, founded their horn, 
afcended their veffels, and explored every coaft 
that promifed either fpoil or fettlement. The 
Baltic was the firft feene of their naval atchieve- 
ments ; they vifited the eaftern fhores, the blent 
refidence of Fennic and Sclavonian tribes, and 
the primitive Ruffians of the lake Ladoga paid 
a tribute, the fkins of white fquirrels, to thefe ' 
ftrangers, whom they falutcd with the title of 
Varangians or Corfairs. Their fuperiority in 
arms, difeipline, and renown, commanded the 
fear and reverence of the natives. In their wars 
againft the more inland favages, the Varangians 
condefeended to ferve as friends and auxiliaries, 
and gradually, by choice or conqueft, obtained 
the dominion of a people whom they w'ere qua- 
lified to protect. Their tyranny was expelled, 
their valour was again recalled, till at length, 

Ruric, a Scandinavian chief, became the father a.d, 
of a dynafty which reigned above feven Hundred 
years. His brothers extended his influence : the 
example of fervice and ufurpation was imitated 
by his companions in the fouthern provinces of 
Ruffia; and their eftabliffiments, by the ufual 



** Theo{>hiI. Sig. Bayer de Vara^gis (for the name is dif- 
ferently fpelt^, in Comment. Academ. Petjopolitan*:, tom. iv. p. 
275— 311. 

' methods • 
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c HA P. methods bf war and aflaffination, were cemented 
t ^ -I into the fabric of a powerful monarchy. 

As lone as the defcendants of Ruric were con-* 
rangiansof fidcrcd as aliens and conquerors, they ruled by 
fword of the Varangians, diftributed eftates 
and fubjefts to their faithful captains, and fup- 
plied their numbers with frelh llreams of ad- * : 
venturers from the Baltic coafl^’. But when 
the Scandinavian chiefs had ftruck a deep and 
permanent root into the foil, they mingled with 
the Ruffians in blood, religion, and language, 
and the firll Waladimir had the merit of deliver- 
ing his country from thefe foreign mercenaries* 
They had feated him on the throne ; his riches 
were infuiheient to fatisfy their demands ; but 
they liftened to his pleaflng advice, that they 
ffiould feek, not a more grateful, but a more 
wealthy, mafter ; that they ffiould embark for 
Greece, where, inllead of the Ikins of fquir- 
rels, filk and gold, would be the recompenfe 
of their fervice. At the fame time the Ruf- 
fian prince admoniffied his Byzantine ally ro 
difperfe and employ, to recompenfe and reftrain, 
thefe impetuous, children of the North. Con- 
temporary writers have recorded the introduclion, 
name, and character, of the Varmigians : each 
day they rofe in confidence and efteem ; the whole 
body was affembled at Conftantinople to perform 
the duty of guards ; and their ftrength was re- 
cruited by a numerous band of their countrymen 

Vet, as late as the year loiS, Kiow and Ruflia were ftill 
guar<led, ex f'ugitivoiatm lervorum robore, confliicntiiim et maxiuie 
' IJanorum. Payer, who quotes (p. 291.) the Chronicle of Dithinar 
of Mericburgh, obferves, that it was unufuaj for the Germans to 
•iililf in a foreign fervice. 

from 
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from the ifland of Thule. On this occafion, the 
vague appellation of I’hule is applied to England •; 
and the new Varangians were a colony of Englidi ' 
and Danes who fled from the yoke of the Norman 
conqueror. The habits of pilgrimage and piracy 
had approximated the countries of the earth ; 
thefe exiles were entertained in the By^iantine 
court ; and they preferved, till the lafl; age of 
rhe empire, the inheritance of fpotlefs loyalty, 
and the ufe of the Danilh or Englilh tongue. 

With their broad and double-edged battle-axes 
on their fhoulders, they attended the Greek em- 
peror to the temple, the fenate, and the hippo- 
drome ; he flept and feafted under their trully 
guard ; and the keys of the palace, the treafury, 
and the capital, were held by the firm and faithful 
hands of the Varangians'^*. 

In the tenth century, the geography of Scythia 
was extended far beyond the limits of ancient trafkof 
knowledge; and the monarchy of the Ruflians 
obtains a vafl and confpicuous place in the map 
of Conihintine The fons of Ruric were maf- 

ters 



Dcrcange has collected hora the origiilal authors the ftatc and 
hiftoiy of the Varangi at Conltanlinople (GlolTnr. Med. tt Infitn* 
Grxeitatis, fub voce Bxpxyyoi. Med. et Infimce Latinitafls, fiib 
voce Not. ad Alexiad. Annx Comnense, p. 156, 157, 158, 

Notes fur Villehardouin, p. 296 — agg ). See liltewife the Anno- 
tations' of Reilke to the Ccrcmoniale Aulx Byzanl. of Condantine, 
tom. ii. p. 149, 150. Saxo Grammaticus affirms, that they fpoke 
Danilh ; but Codinus maintains them till the fifteenth century in 
the life of their native Englilh : oi Yix^xyyot 

XXTX TUiii 7ro.Tpio> y/MiT^xv xvTOi’/ r.TOi 

The original rccoril of the geography and trade of J^uffia is 
pr oduced by tlic emperor Conllantinc Rorphyrogenitus (de Adniini- 

' ILat. • 
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CHAP, ters of the fpacious province of Wolodomir, of 

t ' j Mofcow ; and, if they were confined on that fidt? 
by the hords of the Eafl:, their weilern frontier 
in thofe early days was enlarged to the Baltic 
fea and the country of the Pruflians. Their* 
northern reign afcended above the fixtieth de- 
gree of latitude, over the Hyperborean r^ionsy, 
which fancy had peopled with monfters, lor, 
clouded with eternal darknefs. To the fonth. 
they followed the courfe of the Boryfifienes,-* 
and approached with that river the neighbour- 
hood of the Euxine fea. The tribes that dwelt, 
or wandered, in this ample circuit were obedienti 
to the fame conqueror, and infenfibly blended i 
into the fame nation. The language of Raffia ■ 
is a dialed of the Sclavonian; but, in the. tenth- 
century, thefe two modes of fpeech were different 
from each other; and, as the Sclavonian q 
vailed in the South, it may be prefumed that the 5 
original Ruffians of the North, the primitive’ 
fubjeds of the Varangian chief, were a portion of 
the Fennic race. With the emigration, union, 
or diflblution, of the wandering tribes, the loofe 
and indefinite pidure of the Scythian defert has 
continually ffiifted. But the moll ancient map of . 
Ruffia affords fome places which ftill retain their ' 
name and pofition ; and the two capitals, NoVo,.» 



- -4 ' 

ftrat. Impeiii, c. z. p. 55, 55. c. 9. p. 59 — Si. c. 13^ p. 63—67. 
c. 37. p. 106. c. 4 . 2 . p. Hi, 113.), and illuftrated by the diligracc _ 
Bayer (de Geographii Ruflia: vicinanimque Regioniim circiter • 

A. C. 948. in Comment. Academ. Petropol. tom. ix. p. 367 — 4.2X1. 
tom. X. p. 371 — 4 zi.)» with the aid of the clironicles and tradition* 

Ruffia, Sc.mdinavia, &c. 

•“ " gorbd . 
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gorod S® and Kiow **, are coeval with the firil c HA P. 
age of the monarchy. Novogorod had not yet ^ ^ ' j 

deferved the epithet of great, nor the alliance of 
the Hanfeatic league, which diffufed the ftreams 
of opulence and the principles of freedom. Kiow 
could not yet boaft of three hundred churches, 
an innumerable people, and a degree of greatnefs 
and fplendour, which was compared with Con- 
frantinople by thofe who had never feen the 
refidence of the Csefars. In their origin, the two 
cities were no more than camps or fairs, the 
moft convenient ftations in which the Barbarians 
might alTemble for the occalional bufinefs of war 
or trade. Yet even thefe affemblies announce 
fome progrefs in the arts of fociety ; a new 
breed of cattle was imported from the fouthern 
provinces ; and the fpirit of commercial enter- 
prife pervaded the fea and land from the Baltic 
to the Euxine, from the mouth of the Oder to 
the port of Conftantinople. In the days of 
idolatry and barbarifip, the Sclavonic city of 

The haughty proverb, “ Who can rcfift God and the great 
“ Novogorod?” is applied by M. Leveque (Hift. de Ruflie, tom. i. 
p. 6o.) even to the times that preceded the reign of Ruric. In the 
courfe of his hiftory he frequently celebrates this republic, which 
was I'upprefTed A. D. 1475 (tom. ii. p. 252 — 266 ). That accurate 
traveller, Adam Olearitis, deferibes (in 1635) the remains of Novo- 
gorod, and the route by fea and land of the Holllcin ambalTadors 
(tom. i. p. i2p — ‘-S-)!’ 

In hac magna civitate, qua: eft caput regni, plus trecents 
ecclefiae habentur et nundlna: oi 5 Io, popuii eiiam ignota maims ^ 
(Eggehirdus ad A. D. 1018, apud Bayer, tom. ix. p. 412.). He , 
likewife quotes (tom. x. p. 397.) the words of the Saxon annalirt, 

Cxiiyys (RiiJiaJ metropolis eft Chive, aenuda fcepti i Conftantinopo- 
litani qux eft clarilSmum decas Grseeix. The f.imc of ICiow, efjic- 
cially in the xi'l* century, had reached the German and the Arabian 
gecgraplicrs. 

• -VoL. X, Julin 
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Julln was frequented* and enriched* by the Non 
mans, who liad prudently fecured a rfree mart 
of purchafe and exchange From this harbour, 
at the entrance of the Oder, the corfair, or mer-< 
chant, failed in forty-three days- to the eaflern 
Ihores of the Baltic, the moft diftant nations were 
intermingled, and the holy groves ,of Curland 
are /aid to have been decorated with Grecian 
and Spanilh gold ^3. Between the fea and Novo- 
gorod an eafy intercourfe was difcovered ; in 
the fummer, through a gulf, a lake, and a navi- 
gable river ; in the winter feafon, over the hardl 
and level furface of boundlefs fnows. From the 
neighbourhood of that city, the Ruffians de- 
fended the dreanis that fall into the Bo- 
ryfthenes ; their canoes, of a Tingle tree, were 
laden with Haves of every age, furs of every 
fpecies, the fpoil of their bee-hives, and the hides 



In Odors oAio qui Scythkas alluit paludes, nobiliflitm clvitas 
Julinum, celcberriniam, Barbaris et Urscis qui funt in circiiitu 
prxftans ftationcm j ett fane maxinaa omnium quas Europa claudit 
civitatum (Adam Bremenlis, Hift, Eccicf. p. 19.). A ftrange 
exaggeration even in the xi** century. The trade of the Baltic, and 
the Hanfeatic league, are carefully treated in Anderfon’s Hiftorica) 
Dedu£lIon of Commerce j at leaft, in mir languages, I am not ac- 
quainted with any book fo fatisfaftory. 

5 3 According to Adam of Bremen (de Situ Daniae, p. 5S.)» thq 
old Curland extended eight days journey along the coaft } and by 
^*eter Teutoburgicui (p. 68. A. D. 1326), Mcmel is defined as the 
common frontier of Ruilia, Curland, and Pnillta. Aurum ibt plu- 
rimum (fays Adam} divinis, auguribus atque necromanticis omnea 

donuts funt plcnx a toto orbe ibi leij^nfa petuntur maxime 

ob Hifpanis (forfan Zupauis, id eft regulis Lettoviae) et Grxeis. 
Tlte name of Gi ceks was applied to the Rufllans even before their 
cqnverfion { an imperfeA converfion, if they ftill confulted the wl- 
xardsof Curland (Bayer, torn. x. p, 37S, 40s, &c. Grotius, Pro- 
legomen. ad Ilift. Goth, p. 99. )• 

of 
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of thdr' cattle and the whole produce of the CHAP. 
North was colleftcd and difcharged in the ma- 
gazines of Kiow. The month of June was the 
ordinary feafon of the departure of' the fleet:' 
the timber of the canoes was framed into the oars 
and “benches of more folid and capacious boats ; 
and they proceeded without obftacle down the 
Boryfthenes, as far as the feven or thirteen ridges 
of rocks, which traverfe the bed, and precipitate 
the waters, of the river. At the more fliallow 
falls it was ■ fufficient to lighten the veflels j but 
the deeper catarads were impaflable ; and the 
mariners, who dragged their veflels and their 
flaves fix miles over land, were expofed in this 
toilfome journey to the robbers of the defert^^. 

At the firft ifland below the falls, the Ruffians 
celebrated the feftival of their efcape ; at a fe- 
cond, near the mouth of the river, they repaired 
their fhattered veflels for the longer and more 
perilous voyage of the Black Sea. If they fleered 
along the coafl, the Danube- was acceffible ; with 
a fair wind they could reach in thirty-fix or 
forty hours the oppofite Ihores of Anatolia : and 
Conflantinople admitted the annual vifit of the 
flrangers of the North. They returned at the 
flated feafon with a rich cargo of corn, wine, 
and oil, the manufactures of Greece, and the 
fpices of India. Some of their countrymen re* 



5^' Cohftantine only reckons feven catars^ls, of Vvljich he gn’Cs 
the RufTiah' anil Sclavonic names; b>it thirteen are enumerated by 
the Sieur de Be'auplan," a French engineer, who' had fuiVeyed the 
couife and navigation of the Dnieper or Boryfthenes (Defeription 
d'Uki'anie, Rouen, i 66 o, a thin quarto) ; but the niap is unluckily 



wanting m my copy. 
) ■ 
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THE liJECLlNE ANBiFAHfc’ 

filled' in' tlie capital and provinces; and'the’nw 
tional treaties protefted the perfons, efFefis^ and 

privileges of the Ruffian merchant 55. 

But the fame communication which had beert 
opened for the benefit, was foon abufed for th« 
injury, of mankind. In a period of one hundred 
and ninety years, the Ruffians made four at- 
tempts to plunder the treafures of Conftantinoplc : 
the event was various, but the motive, the means^, 
and the objed, were the fame in thefe naval 
expeditions 5^. The Ruffian traders had feen the 
magnificence and tafted the luxury of the city of 
the Caefars. A marvellous tale,’ and a fcanty 
fupply, excited the defires of their favage' coun- 
trymen : they envied the gifts of nature which 
their climate denied ; they coveted the works ctf 
art which they were too lazy to imitate and too 
indigent to purch'afe ; the Varangian princes un- 
furled the banners of piratical adventure, and 
their braved foldiers were drawn from the nations 
that dwelt in the northern ides of the ocean 57. 
The image of their naval armaments was revived 



Neftor, apud Lcveque,'Hift. deRuflle, tom. i. p. 78— So. From 
the Dnieper or Boryllhenes, the Ruffians went to Black Bulgaria, 
Chazaria, and Syria, To Syria, how ? where ? when t ' May we 
not, inlfead of Zu/tla, •read Suai'i* (de Adminiftrat. Imp. ;e. 4.<, 
p. 113.) ? The alteration is flight } the ppfition of Suania, between 
Chazaria and Lazica, is pcrfcftly fuitahle ; and the name was ftilt 
•jfed in the xi'** century (Cedren. tom. ii. p. 770.). *’ ' 

•''® The wars of the Ruffians and Greeks in the ix'’’, xtl*, a»d 
centuries, arc related in the Byzantine Annals, efpecialJy thofe .of 
Zonaras and Cedrenus ; and all their teftimonies arc collcflcd in the 
^/^raof Stritter, tom. ii. pars ii. p. 93J — 1044. , , 

^*7 YIpc(rtTXipKr»i/.is/c; Ss xxi <r\)[ji.y.et^ixov xk oXiyov axo 
ruiv KXTOiKxi/TW IV Tsi? xpcco.pKTiot; T» Ontitvit Vniroi; 
iStwr. Ceditnus, in Comptnd. p. 758. 

U> 
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in the la/l< century, in the fleets of the Cofacks, 
which ilTued from the Boryfthenes, to navigate i^,.— -1 q 
the fame feas, for a fimilar purpofe 5*. The 



Greek appellation of monoxyla^ or Angle canoes, 
might be juftly applied to the bottom of their 



veflels.' It was fcooped out of the long ftem of 



a beech or willow, but the flight and narrow 
foundation was raifed and continued on either 



fide with planks, till it attained the length of 
fixty, and the height of about twelve, feet, 
Thefe boats were built without a deck, but with 
two rudders and a mart ; to move with fails and 
oars ; and to contain from forty to feventy men, 
with their arms, and provifions of ffefh water 
and fait fifli. The firft trial of the Ruflians was 



made with two hundred boats} but when the 
national force was eaterted, they might arm 
againft Conllantinople a thoufand or twelve hun- 
dred veffels. Their fleet was not much inferior 



to the royal navy of Agamemnon, but it was 
magnified in the eyes of fear to ten or fifteen 
times the real proportion of its ftrength and 
numbers. Had the Greek emperors been en- 
dowed with forefight to difeern, and vigour to 
prevent, perhaps they might have fealed with a 
maritime force the mouth of the Boryfthenes. 
Their indolence abandoned the coaft of Anatolia 
to the calamities of a piratical war, which, after 
an interv'al of fix hundred years, again infefted 
the Euxine } but as long as the capital was re- 



** See Beauplan (Defeription de I’Ukranie, p. 54—61.) : hi* 
deftriptions are lively, his plans accurate, and, except the eircutn- 
ftance of fire-anns, we may read old Ruflians, for modern Co- . 



fafks. 
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fpeded, the fufFerings of a diftant province 
efcaped the notice both of the prince and the 
hiftorian. The dorm which had fwept along 
from the Phafis and Trebizond, at length burft 
on the Bofphorus of Thrace ; a llreight of fifteen 
'^niiles, in which the rude veffels of the Ruffian 
might have been flopped and deftroyed by a more 
(kilful adverfary. In their firft enterprife 59 under 
the princes of Kiow, they paffed without oppo- 
fition, and occupied the port of Conftantinople 
in the abl’ence of the emperor Michael, the fon 
of Theophilus. Through a crowd of perils he 
landed at the palace-ftairs, aad immediately re- 
paired to a church of the Virgin Mary^. By 
the advice of the patriarch, her garment, a pre- 
cious relic, ^vas drawn from the fanftuary and, 
dipped in the fea ; and a feafonable temjjeft, 
which determined the retreat of the Ruffians, was 
devoutly afcribed to the mother of God The 
filence of the Greeks may infpire fome doubt of 
the truth, or at leaft of the importance, of the 
fecond attempt by Oleg the guardian of the fona 

S’ It is to be lamented, that Bayer has only given a DilTertation 
de Rufleruni pr'ma Expeditione Conllantinopolitana (Comment. 
Academ. Petrppol. tom. vi. p. 365 — After dilcntangling 
(oitie chronological mtricacies, he fixes it in the years 864 or 865, 
a date which might have I'moolhcd fame doubts and diflitultics in the 
beginningof M. Leveque’s hirtoiy. 

When Photius wrote his encicllc epifile on the converfion of the 
Ruffians, the miracle was not yetfufliciently ripe; he reproaches the 
nation as It? «/*OT!iTa x*» Jiurtpaf 

TCST7o/AS*«y. 

Leo Orammaticus, p. 463, 464.' Conllantini Contrnuator, in 
Script, poft Theophanem, p. isi, ixi. Simeon Logotbet. p. 445, 
44.6.' 'Georg. "Monach. p. 535, 536. Cedienus, tom. ii. p. 551. 
Zonaras, tom. ii. p. i6z. 

.of 
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of Ruric ' A ftrong barrier of, arms and fpr- ^ ^ ^ p. 
tifications defended the Bofphorus : they were 
eluded^ by the ufual expedient of drawing the 
boats over the iftfamus ; and this fimple operation 
is- defcribed in the national chronicles, as if the 
RulTian fleet had failed over dry land with a 
brilk and favourable gale. The leader of the The third, 
third armament, Igor, the fon of Ruric, had 
chofen a moment of weaknefs and decay, when 
the naval powers of the empire were employed 
againft the Saracens. But if courage be not 
wanting, the inftruments of defence are feldom 
deficient. Fifteen broken and decayed gallies 
were boldly launched againft the enemy j but in- 
ftead of the fingle tube of Greek fire ufually 
planted on the prow, the fides and ftern of each 
veffel were abundantly fupplied with that liquid 
combuftible. '^The engineers were dextrous ; the 
weather was propitious 5 many thoufand Ruffians, 
who chofe rather to be drowned than burnt, 
leaped into the fea ; and thofe who efcaped to the 
Thracian ffiore were inhumanly flaughtered by 
the peafants and foldiers. Yet one third of the 
canr?es efcaped into ffiallow water ; and the 
next fpring Igor was again prepared to retrieve 
his difgrace and claim his revenge After a 

See Neftor and Nicon, in Leveque’s Hift. de RufBe, tom. i. p. 

74—80. Katona (Hift. Duciim, p. 75—79.) ufes his advantage 
to dilprove this Ruftian viflory, which would cloud the liege of 
Kiow by the Hungarians. 

Leo ■Grammaticus, p. 506, 507. Incert. ^Coniin. p. *63, 
a<4. Simeon Logothet. p. 490, 491. Georg. Monack. p. fSS, 

589. Cedren. tom. ii. p. 6x9. Zonacas, tom. U. p. t99> ^191. 
and Liutprand, 1 . v. c 6. who writes from the Barrati,ves.,qf hi* . 
father-in-law, then ambaffador at Conftantinople, and .the 

vain exaggeration of the Greeks. 

long 
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lopgjpe^ce, Jaroflaus, the gr^^it-grandfoa of Igor, 
;refiuued .the fame projeft of a naval . invafion., 
A. fleet, under the command of his foil,, wa$ 
repulfed at the , entrance of the Bofphorus by the 
fame, artificial flames. But in thciraflinefs of 
purfuit the vanguard of the Greeks was encom- 
pafled by an irrefiftible multitude of boats and 
men ; their provifion of fire was probably exi- 
haufted ; and twenty-four gallies were either 
taken, funk, or deftroyed ' 

Yet the threats or calamities of a Ruffian war 
were more frequently diverted by treaty than by 
arms. In thefe naval hoftilities, every difadvan- 
tage was on the fide of the Greeks : their favage 
enemy afforded no mercy ; his poverty promifed 
no fpoil ; his impenetrable retreat deprived the 
conqueror of the hopes of revenge ; and the 
pride or weaknefs of empire indulged an opinion^ 
that no honour could be gained or loft in the ' 
intercourfe with Barbarians. At firft their de- 
mands were high and inadmiffible, three pounds 
of gold for each foldier or mariner of the fleet : 
the Ruffian youth adhered to the defign of con- 
queft and glory ; but the counfels of moderation 
were recommended by the hoary fages. ■ “..Be 
“ content,” they faid, “ with the liberal ollera 
“ of Ceefar ; is it not far better to obtain without 
“ a combat, the pofleflion of gold, filver, filks, 

“ and all the objeds of our defires ? Are w'e 
“ fure of vidory? Can we conclude a treaty 



I can only appeal to Cedrenns (tom. ii. p. 758, 759.) and 
Zonaras (tom. li. p. 253, 154.) ; but they grow more weighty and 
cretUbie as they Uraw.near to their own times. • - 

■ “ With 
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^ with the fea ? We do not tread on the land ; 
“ we float on the abyfs of water, and a common 

death hangs over our heads The memory 
of thefe Artitic fleets that fCemed to defcend from 
the Polar circle, left a deep impreflion of terror 
on the Imperial city. By the vulgar of every 
rank, it was afl'erted and believed, that an equef- 
trian flatue in the fquare of Taurus, was fecretly 
infcribed with a prophecy, how the Ruffians, in 
the lall days, fhould become ma.n;ers of Conftan- 
linople^*. In our own time, a Rufiian armament, 
inflead of failing from the Boryllhenes, has cir- 
cumnavigated the continent of Europe ; and the 
Turklfii capitai has been threatened by a fquadron 
of flrong and lofty flaps of war, each of which, 
with its naval fcicnce and thundering artillery, 
could have funk or fcattered an hundred canoes 
fuch as thofe of their anceflors. Perhaps the 
prefent generation may yet behold the accom- 
piifnment of the prediction, of a rare prediction, 
of which the flyle is unambiguous and the date 
unqueftionable. 

By land the Ruifians were Icfs formidable than 

by fea ; and as they fought for the moft part on 

foot, their irregular legions muft often have been 

broken and overthrown by the cavalry of the 
* 

*5 Neftor, apud Levefque, Hift de Ruflic, tom. !. p. 87. 

** Tills brajen ftatue, which had been brought from Antioch, 
and was melted down by the Latins, was fuppofed to rtprefent 
cither Joihua or Bellerophon, an odd dilemma. See Nicetas Cho- 
niates (p. 41 j, 414.), Codimis (de Originibus C. P. p. 14.), and 
the anonymous writer de Antiquitat. C. P. (Banduri, Orient, 
torn. i. p. xj, 18.), who lived about the year iioo. They witnef#' 
the belief of the prophecy } the r«tt is immaterial. ' 

Scythian 
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CHAP. Scythian hords. Yet their growing towns^ how- 
ever flight and imperfed, prefented- a 'Iheker' to 
the fubjedl and a barrier to the enemy : the 
monarchy of Kiow, till a fatal partition, afl'umed 
the dominion of the North ; and the nations 
from the Volga to the Danube were fubdued or 
repelled by the arms of Swatoflaus®', the fon 

, of Igor, the fon of Oleg, the fon of Ruric. The 

vigour of his mind and body was fortified by 
the hardfliips of a military and favage life. 
Wrapt in a bear-lkin, Swatoflaus ufually flept on 
the ground, his head reclining on a faddle ; his 
diet was coarfe and frugal, and, like the heroes 
of Homer his meat (it was often horfe-flefh) 
was broiled or roafled on the coals. The exercife 
of war gave liability and difeipline to his army ; 
and it may be prefuined, that no foldier was 
permitted to tranfeend the luxury of his chief. 
By an e'mbafl'y from Nicephorus, the Greek em- 
peror, he was moved to undertake the conquell 
of Bulgaria, and a gift of fifteen hundred pounds 
of gold was laid at his feet to defray the expence, 
or reward the toils, of the expedition. , An army 
of fixty thoufancl men was alfembled and em- 
barked 9 they failed from the Boryfthcncs to the 



The life of Swatefiaus or Sviatollaf, or Sjfheiv.loflhlalriis, is 
cxtrafitil from the Rmli m Chionidts by M. Levcfquc (Hill/ >.ie 
Roific, foiTi. i. p. 9+.— 107.). t ^ 

'■’* This rcfemblr.iice may b; dearly feen in th^, ninth-book of the 
I’.ia.l (105 — lii,), in the minnte iletail of the cookery of Acirfles. 
By fuch a p'cirire, a moHeru epic poet wonlJ Jil^rate his worf. anji 
tlifgull hisreaiier; but the (Jrcvk verfes lire haiinbiilwiSjraielijaJ 
)aiiy;'ir.i;e can lehtom appew.'low or fniijiliar j and nt-Vhe 
two ihoufKjid fevei) hiiiliUcd 
maui«:is of anl'-tjuityr 

..'I -Danube 9 



vcais. We aif amMied wiiJt tlie.piuiiitiivc 
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Danube ; their landing was efFeded on the C H 
Msehan fliore; and, after a fliarp encounter, 
the fwords of the Ruffians prevailed againft the 
arrows of the Bulgarian horfe. The vanquifhed 
king funk into the grave ; his children were made 
captive ; and his dominions, as far as mount 
Hsemus, were fubdued or ravaged by the northern 
invaders. But inftead of relinquifhing his prey, 
and performing- his engagements, the Varangian 
prince was more dii’pofed to advance than to 
retire : and, had his ambition been crowned with 
fuccefs, the feat of empire in that early period 
might have been transferred to a more temperate 
and fruitful climate, Swaloflaus enjoyed and ac- 
knowledged the advantages of his new pofition, 
in which he could unite, by exchange or rapine, 
the various produdions of the earth. By an 
eafy navigation he might draw from Ruffia the 
native commodities of fiirs, wax, and hydromel : 
Hungary fupplied him with a breed of' horfes 
and the fpoils of the Weft ; and Greece abounded 
with gold, filver, and the foreign luxuries, which 
his poverty had affedlcd to difdain. The banda 
of Patzinacites, Chozars, and Turks, repaired to 
the ftandard of viftory ; and the ambaflador of 
Hicephorus betrayed his truft, affumed the pur- 
ple, and promifed to fhare with his new allies 
the treafures of the Eaftern world. From the 
banks of the Danube the Ruffian prince pur- 
fued his march as far as Adrianople ; a formal 
fummons to evacuate the Roman province was 
diftniiTed with contempt ; and Swatoflaus fiercely 
replied, that Conftantinople might foon expedl 
the prefence of an enemy and a mafter. 



Nice- 




236 THE DECLINE AND FALL 



G H A P. 
LVi 



Nic^horus could no longer expel the mifchirf 
which he, had .introduced but his throne: and 



Iv Yohn*' inherited by John Zimifces , who, in 

zim fees, 'a diminutive body, polTell'ed the fpirit and, abilities 
57^^73. of ao hero. The firlt vidory of his lieutenants 
deprived the Ruffians of their foreign alliesj 
twenty thoufand of whom Avere either- deftroyed 
by the fword, or provoked to revolt, or tempted 
to defert. Thrace was delivered, but let'enty 
thoufand Barbarians were Hill in arms ; and the 
' legions that had been recalled from the new 
conquefts of Syria, prepared, with the return of 
the fpring, to march under the banners of a 
warlike prince, who declared himfelf the friend 
and avenger of the injured Bulgaria. The paffes 
of mount Haemus had been left unguarded ; they 
were inltantly occupied ; the Roman vanguard 
was formed of the Immortals (a proud imitation 
of the Perfian ftyle) ; the emperor led the main 
body of ten thoufand five hundred foot ; and the 
fell of his forces followed in flow and cautious 
array with the baggage and military engines. 
The firlt exploit of Zimifces was the reduction 
of Marcianopolis, or Perilthlaba in two days,; 



the 



*9 This fingular ejiitlict is derived from the Armenian language,' 
and is interpreted in Greek by or 

As I proftl's myfclf equally ignorant of tbefe words, 
1 may be indulged in thi question in the play, Pray which of you’ 
is the interpreter ?” From the context, they i'eem to fignify 
Adolefcentulus (Leo Diacon. 1. iv. MS. apud Ducange,„Gloirar. 
Ctxc. p. 1 570.) . 

In the Sclavonic tongue, the name of Periftlilaba 'implied the' 
great or illuftrious city, [.’.lyxkri xat 8(T« nxi fay*. 

Anna Comnena (Alexiad, 1. vii. p. 19 +.). From its position he.^^ 
tween mount Haimu» and the Lower D.inubc, ilj app.ars to fill the' 
ground^ or at leaft llte ftation,’ of Maicianojrolis. Tlw fituatjon of 
.. DuroKolui, 
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the i trumpets founded; the* walls wefe fcaled ; C M a*p< 
eight thoufand* five hundred 'Ruffians were put to 
the fword ; and the fons of the Bulgarian king 
were refcucd from an ignominious prifon, and 
inverted with a nominal diadem. After thefO 
Jepeated Ioffes, Swatoflaus retired to'the ftrong 
port of Drirtra, on the banks of the Danub^i 
and was purfued by an enemy who alternately 
employed the arms of celerity and delay. The 
Byzantine gallies afcended the river ; the legions 
completed a line of circumvallation ; ' and the 
Ruffian prince was encompaffed, affaulted, and 
famifhed, in the fortifications of the camp and 
city. Many deeds of valour were performed ; 
feveral defperate fallies were attempted ; nor was 
k till after a fiege of fixty-five days that Swa- 
toflaus yielded to his adverfe fortune. The 
Kberal terms which he obtained announce the 
prudence of the vi«rtor, who refpeded the valour, 
and apprehended the defpair, of an unconquered 
mind. The great duke of Ruflia bound himfelf 
by folemn imprecations to relinquifh all hortile 
defigns ; a fafe paffage was opened for his return ; 
the liberty of trade and navigation was rertored ; 
a meafure of corn was diftributed to each of his 
foldlers ; and the allowance of twenty-two thou- 
fand meafures atterts the lofs and the remnant of 
the Barbarians. After a painful voyage, they 
again reached the mouth of the Boryfthenes ; 
but their provifions were exhaufted, the feafoii 
was unfavourable ; they pafled the winter on the 

Duroftoiiis, or Driftra, is well known andxonfpicuous (Comment. 

Academ. Petropol. tom. ix. p. 415,4x6. D’Anvilie, Geographic 
Anciciine, tom. i. p. 307. 311.^. 

ke ; 
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ice ; and, before they could profecute their 
march, Swatoflaus was furprifed and opprefled by 
the neighbouring tribes, with whom the Greeks 
entertained a perpetual and ufeful correfpond- 
ence Far different was the return of Zimifces, 
who was received in his capital like Camillus or 
Marius, the faviours of ancient Rome. But the 
merit of the victory was attributed by the pious 
emperor to the mother of God ; and the image' 
of the Virgin Mary, with the divine infant in her 
arms, was placed on a triumphal car, adorned 
with the fpoils of war and the enfigns of Bulgarian 
royalty. Zimifces made his public entry on 
horfeback ; the diadem on his head, a crown of 
laurel in his hand ; and Conffantinople was afto- 
niffied to applaud the martial virtues of her fo- 
vereign 

Photius of Conffantinople, a patriarch whofe 
ambition was equal to his curiofity, congratulates 
himfelf and the Greek church on the converfion 
of the Ruffians Thofe fierce and bloody Bar- 
barians had been perfuaded by the voice of reafon 

" ■ The political management of the Greeks, more efpecially with 
the Patranidtes, is explained in the feven firft chapters, dc Admlni- 
Aratione Imperii. 

In the narrative of this war, Leo the Deacon (apnd Pagi, 
Critica, tom. iv. A. D. gfiS — 973) is more authentic and ciremn- . 
Aantial than Ceilrenus (tom. ii. ji. 660 — 683.) and 2 onaraS (tom. 
ii. p. 105— 114 ). Thtfe dcclaimers have multiplied to 3o8,oot> 
and 330,000 incn, thole RulTiar. forces, of which the contemporary 
had given a modtralt and confilUnt account. 

Phot, EplAol. ii. N” 35. p. 58. edit Montacut. It was tin. 
worthy of the learning of the editor to iniAake the Ruffian nation,- 
To 'Pa’f, for a war-cry of the Btdgarians j nor did it become 
the enlightened patiiurch to aernfe tlie Sclavonian idolaters T»if 
5:0:1 They were neither Greeks nor 

AtiidAs. • , ■ 

and 
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and religion, to acknowledge JefuS for their God, CHAP, 
the Chtiftian miflionaries for. thejir teachers, and j 

the. Rf^nans for their friends and brethren. His 
triunrph was tranfient and premature. In the 
various. fortune of their piratical adventures, fome 
Ruffian chiefs might allow themfelves to be , 
fprinkled w'ith the waters of baptifin; and a 
Greek bifhop with the name of metropolitfm, 
might adminifter the facraments in the church of 
Kiow, to a congregation of flaves and natives. 

But the feed of the Gofpel was fown on a barren 

foil : many were the apollates, the converts were 

few ; , and the baptifm of Olga may be fixed as 

the asra of Ruffian Chrillianity A female, 

perhaps of the bafefl origin, who could revenge 

the death, and aflume the fceptre, of her hufband ' 

Igor, muft have been endowed with thofe adive 

virtues which command the fear and obedience of 

Barbarians. In a moment of foreign and domellic 

peace, fhe failed from Kiow to Conflantinople ; 

and the emperor Conftantine Porphyrogenitus Baptirmof 

has defcribed with minute diligence the cere- a.d.’jss. 

monial of her reception in his capital and palace. 

The fteps, the titles, the falutations, the banquet, 
the prefents, were exnuifitely adjufled, to gratify 
the vanity of the ftranger, with due reverence to 
the fuperior majefly of the purple ’5. In the 

facrament 



"•* M. Levefque h.is cxtrafted, from old chronicles and modern 
refearchcs, the moft fatisfiftory account of the religion of the Shni, 
and the conveifion of Rullia (Hilt de Ruilie, tom. i. p. 35 — 54.. 59. 
93. 113— 121. 124 — 129. i-i-S, 149, &c.). 

See the Ceremoniale Aul* Bvrant. tom. ii. c. 15. p. 343—'^' 
J45. : the Uyle of Clga, or Elga, is Ap^'^nriVT* 'Pwinar. 

' For'^ 
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facrament of baptifm, fhe received the venerable 
name of the emprefs Helena ; and her converfion 
might be preceded or followed by her uncle, two 
interpreters, fixteen damfels, of an higher, and 
eighteen of a lower rank, twenty-two domeflics 
or minifters, and forty-four Rullian merchants, 
who compofed the retinue of the great princefs 
Olga. After her return to Kiow and Novogorod, 
Ihe firmly perfifted in her new religion ; but 
her labours in the propagation of the Gofpel 
w'ere not crowned with fuccefs ; and both her 
family and nation adhered with obllinacy or in- 
difference to the gods of their fathers. Her fon 
Swatoflaus was apprehenfive of the fcorn and ri- 
dicule of his companions ; and her grandfon 
Wolodomir devoted his youthful zeal to multiply 
and decorate the monuments of ancient worfliip. 
The favage deities of the North w'ere Hill pro- 
pitiated with human facrifices : in the choice of 
the victim, a citizen was preferred to a Granger, 
a Chriftian to an idolater ; and the father, who 
defended his fon from the facerdotal knife, was 
involved in the fame doom by the rage of a 
fanatic tumult. Yet the leffons and example of 
the pious Olga had made a deep, though feciet, 
impreffion on the minds of the prince and people : 
the Greek miffionaries continued to preach, to 
difpute, and to baptife ; and the ambaffadors or 
merchants of RuHia compared the idolatry of the 
woods with the elegant fupcrllition of Conllan- 



Kor the chief of Barbarians tlie Greeks whimfically borrowed the 
title of on Athcniati magiltrate, with a female termination, which 
would have allonitiied tin; car uf pcmoiUicnes. 

tinople. 
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tihople. They had gazed with, admiration on 
the dome of St. Sophia ; the lively pictures of 
faints and martyrs, the riches of the altar, the 
number and veftments of the priefts, the pomp 
and order of the ceremonies ; they were edified 
by the alternate fucceffion of devout filence and 
harmonious fong ; nor was it difficult to perfuade 
them, that a choir of angels defcended each day 
from heaven to join in the devotion of the 
Chriftians’*. But the converfion of Wolodomir 
was determined or haftened by his defire of a 
Roman bride. At the fame time, and in the 
city of Cherfon, the rites of baptifm and mar- 
riage were celebrated by the Chriftian pontiff : 
the city he reftored to the emperor Bafil, the 
brother of his fpoufe ; but the brazen gates were 
tranfported, as it is faid, to Novogorod, and 
erefted before the firff church as a trophy of his 
viftory and faith At his dei'potic command, 
Peroun, the god of thunder, whom he had fo 
long adored, was dragged through the ftreets of 
Kiow ; and twelve fturdy Barbarians battered 
with clubs, the mifliapen image, which was in- 

See an anonymous fragment publllhcd by Banduri (Imperium 
Orientale, tom. ii. p. ili, 113.), de Converfione Rulfoi'uin. 

77 Cherfon, or Corfun, is mentioned by Her'oerftein (apud PagI, 
tom. iv. p. 56) as the place of Wolodomir’s baptifro and marriage; 
and both the tradition and the gates are ftill preferved at Novogorod. 
Yet an obferving traveller tranfports the brazen gates from Magde- 
burgh in Germany (Coxe’s Travels into Ruflla, Sic. vol. i. p. 
451.) 5 and quotes an infeription, which feems to jullify his opinion. 
The mod.rn reader muft not confound this old Cherfon of the 
T^uric or Crimatan peninfula with a new city of the fame name, 
which has arifen near the mouth of the Boryfthenes, and was lately 
honoured by the memorable interrnew of the emprefs of Rullla with 
the emperor of the Weft, 

VoL. X. R dignantly 
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dignantly caft into the waters of the BoryflihendS^ 
The edift of Wolodomir had proclaimed, that 
all who fhould refufe the rites of baptifm would 
be treated as the enemies of God and their prince y 
and the rivers were inftantly filled with many 
thoufands of obedient Ruffians, who acquiefced 
in the truth and excellence of a doctrine which 
had been embraced by the great duke and his 
boyars. In the next generation, «he relics of 
paganifm was finally extirpated ; but as the two 
brothers of Wolodomir had died without baptifm, 
their bones were taken from the grave, and 
fanftified by an irregular and poflhiimous fa- 
crament. 

In the ninth, tenth, and eleventh centuries of 
the Chriftian tera, the reign of the gofpel and of 
the church, was extended over Bulgaria, Hun- 
gary, Bohemia, Saxony, Denmark, Norway, 
Sw'eden, Poland, and Rulfia The triumphs of 
apoftolic zeal were repeated in the iron age of 
Chrillianity ; and the northern and eaftern regions 
of Europe fubmitted to a religion, more different 
in theory than in praftice, from the worfhip of 
their native idols. A laudable ambition excited 
the monks, both of Germany and Greece, to vifit 
the tents and huts of the Barbarians : poverty, 
hardfhips, and dangers, were the lot of the firfl 
miffionaries : their courage was aftive and patient; 
their motive pure and meritorious : their prefent 
reward confifled in the teflimony of their con- 

^■7* Confult the Latin text, or Englifh vcrfion, of Mofhelm's ex- 
cellent Hiftory of the Church, under the firft head or feftion of each, 
of thcfe centuries. 

fcience 
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fcience and the refped of a grateful people ; but 
the fruitful harveft of their toils wa.s inherited and 
enjoyed by the proud and wealthy prelates of 
fucceeding times. The firft converfions were free 
and fpontaneous : an holy life and an eloquent 
tongue were the only arms of the miflionaries ; 
but the domeftic fables of the Pagans were filenced 
by the miracles and vifions of the ftrangers ; and 
the favourable temper of the chiefs was accelerated 
by the dictates of vanity and intereft. The 
leaders of nations, who were faluted with the 
titles of kings and faints held it la\\Tul and 
pious to impofe the Catholic faith on their fubjeits 
and neighbours : the coaft of the Baltic, from 
Holftein to the gulf of Finland, was invaded 
under the ftandard of the crofs ; and the reign of 
idolatry was clofed by the converfion of Lithuania 
in the fourteenth century. Yet truth and candour 
muft acknowledge, that the converfion of the 
North imparted many temporal benefits both to 
the old and the new Chriftians. The rage of 
twar, inherent to the human fpecies, could not be 
healed by the evangelic precepts of charity and 
peace ; and the ambition of Catholic princes has 
renewed in every age the calamities of hoftile 
contention. But the admillion of the Barbarians 
into the pale of civil and ecclefiaftical fociety de- 
livered Europe from the depredations, by fea 



In tlie year icoo, the ambalTadors of St. Stephen received 
from pope Sylveftcr the title of king of Hungary; with a diadem of 
Greek workinanihip. It had been defigned for the duke of Poland ; 
but the Poles, by their own confcflion, were yet too barbarous to 
deferve an angelical and apojfoiical crown (Katona, Hilt. Critic. 
Regum Stirpis Arpadianx, tom. i. p. i— so.). 

R 3 and 
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and land, of the Normans, the Hungarians, and 
the Ruffians, who learned to fpare their brethren 
and cultivate their poffeffions The eftabliffi- 
ment of law and order was promoted by the in- 
fluence of the clergy ; and the rudiments of art 
and fcience were introduced into the favage coun- 
tries of the globe. The liberal piety of the 
Ruffian princes engaged in their fervice the moft 
fkilful of the Greeks, to decorate the cities and 
inftruft the inhabitants : the dome and the paint- 
ings of St. Sophia were rudely copied in the 
churches of Kiow and Novogorod : the writings 
of the fathers were tranflated into the Sclavonic 
idiom ; and three hundred noble youths were 
invited or compelled to attend the leffons of the 
college of Jaroflaus. It ffiould appear that Ruffia 
might have derived an early and rapid improve- 
ment from her peculiar connexion with the church 
and ftate of Conftantinople, which in that age fo 
jufUy defpifed the ignorance of the Latins. But 
the Byzantine nation was fervile, folitary, and 
verging to an hafty decline : after the fall of Kiow, 
the navigation of the Boryfthenes was forgotten ; 
the great princes of Wolodomir and Mofcow were 
feparated from the fea and Chriftendom ; and the 
divided monarchy was oppreffed by the ignominy 

Liftcn to the exultations of Adam of Bremen (A. D. loSo), 
of which the fubttance is agreeable to truth : Ecce ilia ferociirima 
Danorum, &c. natio jamdudum novit in Dei laudibus Al- 
leluia rcfonare Ecce populus ille piraticus fuis nunc 

iinibus contentus eft. Ecce patria horribilis fcmpcr inaccefta propter 
‘cultum idolorum . . . prasdicatores veritatis ubhpie certatinv admittit, 
&c. &c. (de Situ Daniae, &c. p. 40, 41. edit. Eizcivir : a curious 
and original profpeft of the north of Europe, and tlic introduilion 
•t' Chriftianity). 

and 
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and blindnefs of Tartar fervitude®'. The Sclavonic 
and Scandinavian kingdoms, which had been 
converted by the Latin miflionaries, were expofed, 
it is true, to the fpiritual jurifdiction and temporal 
claims of the popes ; but they were united, in 
language and religious worfliip, with each other, 
and with Rome ; they imbibed the free and ge- 
nerous fpirit of the European republic, and gra- 
dually lhared the light of knowledge which arofe 
on the weftern world, 



CHAP 

LV. 



*' The great princes removed in *156 from Kiow, which was 
Tuiticd by the Tailars in 1140. Mofcow became the leat of empire 
in the xiv*l> century. See the i“ and ii*! volumes of Levefque’s Hif- 
tory, and Mr. Coxe’s Travels into the North, tom. i. p. 241, &c. 

The ambalfadors of S(. Stephen had ufed the revuential cx- 
prciTiona of regnum chlatum, debitam obedientiam, kz. which were 
moft rigoroufiy interpreted by Gregory VII. ; and the Hungarian 
Catholics are diftrdfed between the fanility of the pope and the inde- 
jtendence of the crown (Katona, llilf. Critica, tom. i. p. 20 — 25. 
Win. ii.p. 304. 346. 360, &c.). 
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The Saracens, Franks, and Greeks, in Italy.— ^ Firji 
Adventures and Settlement of the Normans. — Cha- 
radler and Conquejls of Robert Gufeard, Duke of 
Apulia. — Deliverance of Sicily by his Brother 
Roger. — Vidories of Robert over the Emperors of 
the Fajl and Wefi. — Roger, King of Sicjly, in- 
vades Africa and Greece. — The Emperor Manuel 
I Comnenus. — JVars of the Greeks and Normans.— 
Extinction of the Normans. 
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ConflicI of 
the Sara- 
cens, La- 
tins, and 
Greeks, in 
Italy, 

A. D. 840 
— 10J7. 



T he three great nations of the world, the 
Greeks, the Saracens, and the Franks, en. 
countered each other on the theatre of Italy L 
The fouthern provinces, which now compofe the 
kingdom of Naples, were fubjeft, for the moll 
part, to the Lombard dukes and princes of 

• For the general hiftory of Italy in the ix'** and x'l* centuries, I 
may poperly refer to the v**', vi'*', and vii'*' books of Sigonius de 
Regno Itali® (in the fccond volume of his woyks, Milan, 1731); 
the Annals of Baronins, with the Criticifm of Pagl; the vii'l' and 
viii*** books of the Iftoria Civile del Regno di Napoli of Giannone ; 
the vli'** and viii‘*> volumes (the oftavo edition) of the Annali d’lta- 
lia of Muratori, and the ii"* volume of the Abrege Chronologique of 
M. de St. Mark, a work which, under a fuperficial title, contains 
much genuine learning and induftry. But my long-accuftomeii 
reader vvlll give me credit for faying, that I myfelf have afeended to 
the fountain-head, as often as fuch afeent could be eilher profitable or 
pofiible} and that I have diligently turned over the originals in the 
firft volumes of Muratori’s great colieflion of the So if tores Rerum 
Iteluarum, 

Bene- 
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Beneventum * ; fo powerful in war, that they 
checked for a moment the genius of Charlemagne ; 
fo liberal in peace, that they maintained in their 
capital an academy of thirty-two philofophers and 
grammarians. The divifion of this flourifliing 
'Hate produced the rival principalities of Benevento, 
Salerno, and Capua ; and the thoughtlefs ambition 
or revenge of the competitors invited the Saracens 
to the ruin of their common inheritance. During 
a calamitous period of two hundred years, Italy 
was expofed to a repetition of wounds, which the 
/ Invaders were not capable of healing by the union 
and tranquillity of a perfeft conqueft. Their 
frequent and almoft annual fquadrons iffued from 
the port of Palermo, and were entertained with 
too much indulgence by the Chriftians of Naples : 
the more formidable fleets were prepared on the 
African coall ; and even the Arabs of Andalufia 
were fometimes tempted to alTili; or oppofe the 
Moflems of an adverfe fe£t. In the revolution of 
human events, a new ambufeade was concealed 
in the Caudine forks, the -fields of Cannae were 
bedewed a fecond time with the blood of the 
Africans, and the fovereign of Rome again at- 
tacked or defended the walls of Capua and Ta- 
rentum. A colony of Saracens had been planted 
at Bari, which commands the entrance of the 
Adriatic Gulf; and their impartial depredations 
provoked the refentment, and conciliated the 
union, of the two emperors. An offenfive alliance 

* Camillo Pellegrino, n learned Capuan of the laft century, hat 
ilhillrateJ the hi (lory of the duchy of Beneventum, in his two books, 
Hilloria Principura Longobardorum, in the Scriptoret of Muratori, 
tom. it. part i. p. aai — 34.5, and tom. v. p. »59— »4S* 

R 4 was 
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was concluded between Bafd the Macedonian, 
the firfl of his race, and Lewis, the great- grandfon 
of Charlemagne 3 ; and each party fupplied the 
deficiencies of his aflfociate. It would have teen 
imprudent in the Byzantine monarch to tranfport 
his ftationary troops of Afia to an Italian cam- 
paign ; and the Latin arms would have been in- 
fufficient, if his fuperior navy had not occupied 
the mouth of the Gulf. The fortrefs of Bari was 
invefted by the infantry of the Franks, and by 
the cavalry and gallies of the Greeks ; and, after 
a defence of four years, the Arabian emir fub- 
mitted to the clemency of Lewis, who commanded 
in perfon the operations of the fiege. This im- 
portant conqueft had been atchieved by the con- 
cord of the Eaft and Weft ; but their recent amity 
was foon embittered by the mutual complaints of 
jealoufy and pride. The Greeks affumed as their 
own the merit of the conqueft and the pomp of 
the triumph ; extolled the greatnefs of their 
powers, and afteftcd to deride the intemperance 
and floth of the handful of Barbarians who ap- 
peared under the banners of the Carlovingian 
prince. His reply is exprelfed with the eloquence 
of indignation and truth : “ We confefs the mag- 
“ nitude of your preparations,” fays the great-i 
grandfon of Charlemagne. “ Your armies were 
“ indeed as numerous as a cloud of fummer lo- 
“ cufts, who darken the day, flap their wings, 
“ and, after a fhort flight, tumble weary and 
breathlefs to the ground. Like them, ye funk 

i 

J Sec Conftantin. Porphyrogen. de Thematibus, 1 . ii. c. xi. la 
Vit. Bafil. c, 55. p. jSi. 

“ after 
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“ after a feeble effort ; ye were vanquiflied by ^ 

“ your own cowardice ; and withdrew from the »_ j 

“ Icene of acfion to injure and defpoil our 
“ Chrillian fubjefts of the Sclavonion coaft. We 
“ were few in number, and why were we few ? 

“ becaufe, after a tedious expeftatlon of your 
“ arrival, I had dirmiffed my hoft, and retained 
“ only a chofen band of warriors to continue the 
“ blockade of the city. If they indulged their 
“ hofpitable feafls in the face of danger and 
“ death, did thefe feafls abate the vigour of their 
“ enterprife? !•> it by your faffing that the walls 
“ of Bari have been overturned ? Did not thefe 
*' valiant Franks, diminifhed as they were by lan- 
“ guor and fatigue, intercept and vanquifh the 
“ three mofl powerful emirs of the Saracens H 
“ and did not their defeat precipitate the fall of 
“ the city ? Bari is now fallen ; Tarentum trem- 
“ bles j Calabria will be delivered ; and, if we 
“ command the fea, the ifland of Sicily may be 
“ refcue4 from the hands of the infidels. My 
“ brother (a name mofl ofl'enfive to the vanity 
“ of the Greek), accelerate your naval fuc- 
“ cours, refped your allies, and diflruft your 

flatterers 

Thefe lofty hopes were foon extinguiflied by New pro- 
the death of Lewis, and the decay of the Carlo- u,eGr?cks 
vingian houfe ; and whoever might deferve the 
honour, the Greek emperors, Bafil, and his fon 
Leo, fccured the advantage, of the reduction of 

* The original epiftlc of the emperor Lewis II. to the enipc»-or 
Bafil, a curious record of the age, was firft publifhed by Baronins 
(Annul. Ecclcf. A. D. S71, N° 51 — 71.), from the Vatican MS. 
ft Errhcmi'crt, or rather of the anonymous hiftorian of Salerno. 

Bari, 



Digitized by Google 




25 ® 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 



Bari. The Italians of Apulia and Calabria were 
I — — j perfuaded or compelled to acknowledge their fu- 
premacy, and an ideal line from mount Garganus 
to the bay of Salerno, leaves the far greater part 
of the kingdom of-Naplcs under the dominion of 
the Eaftern empire. Beyond that line, the dukes 
. or republics of Amalfi ^ and Naples, who had 
never forfeited their voluntary allegiance, rejoiced 
in the neighbourhood of their lawful fovereign ; 
and Amalfi was enriched by fupplying Europe 
with the produce and manufactures of Afia. But 
the Lombard princes of Benevento, Salerno, and 
■ Capua were reluctantly torn from the commu- 
nion of the Latin world, and too often violated 
their oaths of fervitude and tribute. The city of 
Bari rofe to dignity and wealth, as the metropolis 
of the new theme or province of Lombardy ; the 
title of patrician, and afterwards the fingular name 
of Catapan was affigned to the fupreme go- 
vernor ; 

s See an excellent dilTertation de Republica Amalphitana, in the 
Appendix (p. 1—41.) of Henry Brencinan’s Hilioria Pandectarum 
(Trajeifi ad Rhcmim, 1711, in 4'®;. 

* Your mafter, fays Niceplwjnis, has given aid and proteflion 
f lincipibus Capnano et Benevenlano, fc*rvis mcis, quos oppugnare 

difpono Nijva (potias nola) res eft quod coruni patres et avi 

iioltro Imperio tiibuta dederunt (Liutprand, in Legat. p. 484.). 
Salerho is not mentioned, yet the prince changed his party about 
tlie fame time, and Camillo Pellegrino (Script. Rcr. Ilal. tom. ii. 
pars t. p. 185.) has nicely difeerned this change in the ftyle of tlie 
anonymous Chronicle. On the rational ground of hiftory and lan- 
guage, Liutprand (p. 480.) had afl'erted the Latin claim to Apu- 
lia and Calabria. 

’ See the Greek and Latin Gloflarles of Ducange (KaT£7r«i<w, 
ratafuniis), and his notes on the Alexias (p. 175.). Againft the 
contemporary notion, which derives it from KaiTa rrar, juxta omru, 
he treats it as a corruption of the Latin enpitaneus. Yet M. de St. 

Marc 
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Tcmor ; and the policy both of the church and ^ P- 
date was modelled in exaft fubordination to the v 
throne of Conftantinople. As long as the fceptre 
was difputed by the princes of Italy, their efiorts 
were feeble and adverfe ; and the Greeks refilled 
or eluded the forces of Germany, which defcended 
from the Alps under the Imperial ftandard of the 
Othos. The firll and greatell of thofe Saxon 
princes was compelled to relinquilh the fiege of 
Bari : the fecond, after the lofs of his ftoutell 
bilhops and barons, efcaped with honour from 
the bloody field of Crotona. On that day the Defeat of 
fcale of war was turned againfl; the Franks by the A.D.983. 
valour of the Saracens Thefe corfairs had in- 
deed been driven by the Byzantine fleets from the 
fortrefles and coafts of Italy ; but a fenfe of 
interefl was more prevalent than fuperllition or 
refentment, and the caliph of Egypt had tranf- 
ported forty thoufand Moflems to the aid of his 
Chriftian ally. The fucceflbrs of Bafil amufed 
therpfelves with the belief that the conquefl of 
Lombardy had been atchieved, and was ftill pre- 
ferved, by the julFice of their laws, the virtues of 
their minifters, and the gratitude of a people 

/ ‘ 

Marc has accurately obferved (Abrege Chronologique, tom. ii. p. 

9*4..), that in this age the capitanei were uot captains, but only 
atcblcs of the firft rank, the great valvaffors of Italy. 

* O'J f*oi/OK Stoc aJcpijSaj; iTiTtx.'yfj.ti/av to 

utrriyatys to tS^of (the Lombards), kou ocy^mcix 

J^ft)(T«,U£l<0f, XXI SlXXiOlJWC, XXI ^prifOTriTl (TTIlIKUlt TS TOtf 

•jrpo<r£pp^o,a£i/oif 7rpoa’f'£po/*£0oj xxi rnti fAiufitprao ctUTOif 
sriXtrtK T£ ^ovKtiXi, xxi twv xaKxv ^opoAoyixwo 
(Leon. Tailic. c. xv. p. 741.). The little Chronicle of Beneventum 
(tom. ii. pars i. p. i8o.) gives a far different charaacr of the Greeks 
iuringlhe five years (A. D.,891— S96) thatLeo was malterof the city, 

. rvhom 
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^ whom t^iey had refcued from anarchy and opi 
V— -v-^ preffion. A feries of rebellions might dart a ray 
of truth into the palace of Conftantinople ; and 
the illufions of flattery were difpelled by the 
eafy and rapid fuccefs of the Norman adven- 
turers. 

Aiwc- The revolution of human affairs had produced 

in Apulia and Calabria, a melancholy contrail 
between the age of Pythagoras and the tenth 
century of the Chriftian acra. At the former 
period, the coall of Great Greece (as it was then 
ftyled) was planted with free and opulent cities : 
thefe cities were peopled with foldiers, artifts, and 
philofophers ; and the military ftrength of Ta- 
rentuin, Sybaris, or Crotona, was not inferior to 
' that of a powerful kingdom. At the fecond 
ccra, thefe once flourilhing provinces were clouded 
with ignorance, impoveriflied by tyranny, and 
depopulated by Barbarian war ; nor can we fe- 
verely accufe the exaggeration of a contemporary, 
that a fair and ample dillrift was reduced to the 
fame defolation which had covered the earth after 
the general deluge ‘ Among the hoffilities of 
the Arabs, the Franks, and the Greeks, in the 
fouthern Italy, I lhall fele£l two or three anec- 
A.D. 873. dotes exprefllve of their national manners, i. It 
was the amufement of the Saracens to profane, 
as well as to pillage, the monafteries and churches, 

9 Calaliriain adcunt, camque inter fc divifr.vn rcpcrientes funditns 
depopulati funt (or dcpoptilarunt), ita tit delcrta lit vtlut in dijuvio. 
Such is the text of Herempert, or Ercliempeit, according to the two 
editions of Caraccioli (Rcr. Italic. Script, tom. v. p. 23.) and oi 
Camiilo Pellegrino (tom. ii. pars i. p. 246.). Both were extremely 
fcarcc, wlicn they vveit} reprinted by Muratori, 

At 
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At the fiege of Salerno, a Mufulman chief fpread his ^ 
couch on the communion-table, and on'that altar fa- u— 
crificed each night the virginity of a Chriftian nun„ 

As he wreftled with a reluftant maid, a beam in 
the roof was accidentally or dextroufly thrown 
down on his head ; and the death of the luftful 
emir was imputed to the wrath of Chrift, which 
was at length awakened to the defence of his 
faithful fpoufe 2. The Saracens befieged the A.D.87+. 
cities of Beneventum and Capua : after a vain 
appeal to the fucceflbrs of Charlemagne, the 
I.ombards implored t^e clemency and aid of the 
Greek emperor”. A fearlefs citizen dropt from 
the walls, palTed the intrenchments, accompliflied 
his commiffion, and fell into the hands of the 
Barbarians, as he was returning with the welcome 
news. They commanded him to affift their en- 
terprife, and deceive his countrymen, with the 
affurance that wealth and honours fhould be the 
reward of his falfehood, and that his fmcerity 
would be punifhed with immediate death. He 
affe£ted to yield, but as foon as he was conduced 
within hearing of the Chriftians on the ram- 

Baronlus (Annal. Ecdef. A. D. S74, a.) has drawn tlus 

ftory from a MS. of Ercbempeit, who died at Capua only fifteen 
years after the event. But the cardinal was deceived by a falfe title, 
and we can only quote the anonymous Chronicle of Salerno (Parali- 
pomena. c. no.), compofed towards the end of the xth century, 
and publidicd in the fecond volume of Muratori’s Colleftion. See 
the Diflertations of Camillo Pellegrino (tom. ii. pars i. p ari— 

281, &c.). 

“ Conftantine Porphyrogenitus (in Vit. Bafil. c. 58. p. i8j.) is 
the original autlu>r of this ftory. He places it under tlie reigns o^ 

BaGl and Lewis II.,; yet the reduftion of Beneventum by the ^ 

Greeks is dated A, D. 8ji, after the deceafe of both of thofe 
princes. 

part. 
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^ Lv^ *' Friends and brethren,” he cried with a 

loud voice, “ be bold and patient, maintain the 
“ city ; your fovereign is informed of your dif- 
“ trefs, and your deliverers are at hand. I know 
my doom, and commit my wife and children 
“ to your gratitude.” The rage of the Arabs 
confirmed :his evidence; and ithe felf-devoted pa- 
triot Avas traufpierced with an hundred fpears. 
■He deferves to live in the memory of the virtuous, 
but the repetition of the fame ftory in ancient and 
modern times, may fpr inkle fome doubts on the 
A.D.930, reality of this generous deed'L 3. The re- 
cital of the third incident -may provoke a fmile 
amidft the horrors of war. Theobald, marquis of 
Camerino and Spoleto ..fupported the rebels of 
■Benevetitum ; and his wanton cruelty was not in- 
compatible in that age with the charafter of an 
■hero. His captives of the Greek nation or party, 
were caftrated without mercy, and the outrage 
was aggravated by a cruel jell, that he wiflied to 
prefent the emperor with a fupply of eunuchs, 
,the inoft precious ornaments of the Byzantine 

In the year 663, the fame tragedy' is dcfcribed by Paul the 
Deacon (de Geftis Langobard. 1 . v. c. 7, 8. p. 870, 871. edit. 
Grot.), under the walls of the fame city of Btneventum. But the 
a£fors are different, and the guilt is imputed to the Greeks them- 
felves, which in the Byzantine edition is.applied to the Saracens. In 
■ the late war in Germany, M. d’Affas, a French officer of the regi- 
ment of Auvergne, is /aid to have devoted himfelf in a Cmilar 
manner. His behaviour is the more heroic, as mere fiience was 
required by the enemy who had made him prifoner (Voltaire, Sieclc 
de Louis XV. c. 33. tom. ix. p. 17a.). 

'3 Theobald, who is ftyled Herw by Liutprand, was properly 
-duke of Spoleto and marquis of Camerino, from the year 926 to 
935. The title and office of marquis (commander of the march or 
-frontier) was introduced into Italy by the French emperors (Abrege 
Chronologique, tom. ii. p. 645 — 73a, &c.). 

. court. 
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court. The garrifon of a caftle had been defeated ^ p. 
in a fally, and the prilbners were fentenced to the >. ^ ' -i 

cuftomary operation. Bat the facrifice was dif- 
turbed by the intrufion of a frantic female, who, 
with bleeding cheeks, diflievelled hair, and im- 
' portunate clamours, compelled the marquis to 
liften to her complaint. “ Is it thus,” flie cried, 

“ ye magnanimous heroes, that ye wage war 
“ againft women, againft women who have never 
injured ye, and whofe only arms are the diftaft' 

“ and the loom r” 1 heobald denied the charge, 
and protelled,, that, fmce the Amazons, he had 
never heard of a female war. “ And how,” Ihc 
furioufly exclaimed, “ can you attack us more 
“ diredtly, how can you wound us in a more 
“ vital part, than by robbing our huibands of 
“ what we molt dearly cherifh, the fource of 

our joys, and the hope of our pollerity ? The ' 

“ plunder of our flocks and herds I have endured 
“ without a murmur, but this fatal injury, this 
“ irreparable lofs, fubdues my patience, and calls 
“ aloud on the juhice of heaven and earth.” A 
general laugh applauded her .eloquence ; the 
favage Franks, inaccelTible to pity, were moved 
by her ridiculous, yet rational, defpair ; and with 
the deliverance of the captives, flie obtained the 
reftitution of her effects. As flie returned in tri- 
umph to the caftle, flie w’as overtaken by a mef- 
fenger, to inquire, in the name of Theobald, 
what punifliment fliould be intlidted on her huf- 
band, were he again taken in arms ? “ Should 

“ fuch,” flie anfwered without hefitation, “ be 
“ his guilt and misfortune, he has eyes, and a 

, “ nofe. 
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^ Lvi nofe, and hands and feet. Thefe are his o'^vn, 
v^— “ and thefe he may deferve to forfeit by his 
“ perfonal offences. But let my lord be pleafed 
“ to fpare what his little handmaid prefumes 
“ to claim as her peculiar and lawful pro- 
« perty’-^.” 

Orii?in of The eftablifhment of the Normans in the 
mLis°in kingdoms of Naples and Sicily ‘ 5 , is an event 
romantic in its origin, and in its confe- 
1016. quences moft important both to Italy and the 
Eallern empire. The broken provinces of the 
Greeks, Lombards, and Saracens, were expofed 
to every invader, and every fea and land were 
invaded by the adventurous fpirit of the Scan- 
dinavian pirates. After a long indulgence of 
rapine and llaughter, a fair and ample territory 
was accepted, occupied, and named, by the 
Normans of France 5 they renounced their gods 
for the God of the Chriftians j and the dukes 

of 



Liutpnnd, Hid. 1 . Iv. c. iv. in the Renim Italic. Script, tom. 
i. pars i. p. 453, 454. Should the liceniioulnef's of the tale be tiutf- 
tioned, I may exclaim, with poor Sterne, that it is hard if I may not 
tranfcrlbe with c.aution, what a bilhop could write without fcruple ! 
What if I had tranflated, ut viris certetis tL-fticulos amputare, in 
qiiibtis noftri coi poris rcfocillatio, See. ? 

's The original monuments of the Nonnans in Italy arc colleflej 
in the v'l> volume of Mura tori, and among thefe we may diltingiiilh 
the poem of William Appulus (p. 245 — 27S.) and the hillory of GaJ- 
fridtis (Jeffrfy) M;ilateri-a (p. 537 — 607.). Both were natives of 
France, but they wrote on the fpot, in the age of the lirll conquerors 
(before A. D. tioo), and with the fpirit of freemen. It is needlcfs 
to recapitulate the compilers andcritics lof Italian hillory, Sigonius, 
Baronius, Pagi, Giannone, Muralori, St. Mate, &c. whom I have 
always confulted, and never copied. 

“ Some of the firft converts were baptized ten or twelve times, for 
the fake of tlte white garment ufually given at tliis ceremony. At tire 
, funeral 
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fjf Normandy acknowledged themfelves the vaflals ^ 
of the lucceffors of Charlemagne and Capet. The > . 

favage fiercenefs which they had brought from the 
fnowy mountains of Norway, was refined, with^ 
out being corrupted, in a warmer climate ; the 
companions of Rollo infenfibly mingled with the 
natives ; they imbibed the manners, language 
and gallantry, of the French nation ; and, in a 
martial age, the Normans might claim the palm 
of valour and glorious atchievements. Of the 
fafhionable fuperftitions, they embraced with ar- 
dour the pilgrimages of Rome, Italy, and the 
Holy Land. In this aftive devotion, their minds 
and bodies were invigorated by exercife : danger 
was the incentive, novelty the recolnpenfe : and 
the profpeft of the world was decorated by won- 
der, credulity, and ambitious hope. They con- 
federated for their mutual defence ; and the 
robbers of the Alps, who had been allured by 
the garb of a pilgrim, were often chaftifed by 
the arm of a warrior. In one of thefe pious 
vifits to the cavern of mount Garganus in Apulia, 
w'hich had been fanftificd by the apparition of 

funeral of Rollo, the gifts to monafleries for the repofe of Jiis foul, 
were accompanied by a facrltice of one hundred captives. But in a 
generation or two, the national change was pure and general. 

The Daniih language was liill fpoken by the N'ormans of 
Baveux on the ila-coalt, at a time (A. D. 940) when it was already 
forgotten at Rouen, in the court and capital. Quem (Richard I.) 
confettim pater Balocas mittens Botoni nlilitiae fuae pilncipi nutria 
rruUim tradidit, ut ibi lingua eruditus Danica ibis cxtcrifque l:on;i- 
inbus Icirei aperte dare relponfa (Wilhelm. Garaeticcnfis de IJucibus 
Nonnannis, 1 . ill. c. S. p. 625. edit. Camden). Of the v'crnacular 
and favourite idiom of William the conqueror (A. O. 1035), Selden 
(Optra, lorn. ii. p. 1640 — 1656.) has given a fprcimeri, obiolete aiut 
obCcureevrn lo antiquarians and iawyeu. 

VoL. X. S th« 
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the archangel Michael’*, they were aceofted by 
a ftr anger in the Greek habit, but who foon 
revealed himfelf as a rebel, a fugitive, and a 
mortal foe of the Greek empire. His name was 
Melo ; a noble citizen 'of Bari, who, after an 
unfuccefsful revolt, was compelled to feek new 
allies and avengers of his country. The bold 
appearance of the Normans revived his hopes and 
folicited his confidence : they liftened to the 
complaints, and ftill more to the promifes, of 
the patriot. The affiirance of wealth demon- 
ftrated the juftice of his caufe j and they viewed 
as the inheritance of the brave, the fruitful land 
which was oppreffed by effeminate tyrants. On 
their return to Normandy, they kindled a fpark 
of enterprife ; and a fmall but intrepid band 
was freely affociated for the deliverance of Apulia. 
They paffed the Alps by feparate roads, and in 
the difguife of pilgrims ; but in the neighbour- 
hood of Rome they were faluted by the chief 
of Bari, who fupplied the more indigent with 
arms and horfes, and tnftantly led them to the 
field of adion. In the firft conflict, their valour 
prevailed ; but in the fecond engagement they 
were overwhelmed by the numbers and military 
engines of the Greeks, and indignantly retreated 
with their faces to the enemy. The unfortunate 
Melo ended his life, a fuppliant at the court of 
Germany : his Norman followers, excluded from 

See Leandro Alberti (Defcrizione d'ltalia, p. 150.) and Baroniu* 
(A. D. 493, N°43.). If the archangel inherited the temple and 
Oracle, perhaps the cavern, of old Calchas the foothfayer (Strab. 
Gcograph. 1 . vi. p. 435, 43^-)> the Catholics (on this occaHon) have 
fnrpafled the Greeks in the elegance of their fuperftitioa. 

' -• their 
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their native and their promifed^ land, wandered C; H^A p. 
among the hills and vallies of Italy, and earned ‘ . — j 
their daily fubfiftence by the fword. To that 
formidable fword, the princes of Capua, Bene- 
ventum, Salerno, and Naples, alternately ap- 
pealed in their domeftic quarrels ; the fiiperior 
fpirit and dlfcipllne of the Normans gave viflory 
to the fide which they efpoufed j and their 
cautious policy obferved the balance of power, 
left the preponderance of any rival ftate Ihould 
render their aid lefs important and their fervice 
lefs profitable. Their firft afylum was a ftrong 
camp in the depth of the marfties of Campania ; 
but they were foon endowed by the liberality of 
the duke of Naples with a more plentiful and 
permanent feat. Eight miles from his refidence, Poumta- 
as a bulwark againft Capua, the town of Averfa 
W'as built and fortified for their ufe ; and they a. d. 
enjoyed as their own, the corn and fruits, the 
meadows and groves, of that fertile diftricl. The 
report of their fuccefs attrafted every year new 
fwarms of pilgrims and foldiers : the poor were 
urged by neceffity ; the rich were excited by hope ; 
and the brave and aftive fpirits of Normandy were 
impatient of eafe and ambitious of renown. The 
independent ftandard of Averfa afforded fhelter 
and encouragement to the outlaws of the pro- 
vince, to every fugitive who had efcaped from 
the injuftice or juftice of his fuperiors ; and thefe 
foreign affociates were quickly affimilated in 
manners and language to the Gallic colony. 

The firft leader of the Normans was count 
Rainulf} and in the origin of fociety, pre- ' 

S 2 eminence 
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c H^A P. eminence of rank is the reward and the proof <rf 
t ' i fuperior merit '5. 

The Nor- Since the conqueft of Sicily by the Arabs, the 
Grecian emperors had been anxious to regain 
A. D. that valuable, poflfellion ; but their efforts, how- 
ever ftrenuous, bad been oppofed by the diftance 
and the fea. Their coftly armaments, after a 
gleam of fuccefs, added new pages of calamity and 
difgrace to the Byzantine annals : twenty thou- 
fand of their bell troops were loft in a fingle 
expedition ; and the vitlorious Mollems derided 
the policy of a nation, which entrufted eunuchs 
not only with the cuftody of their women but 
■with the command of their men After a rHgn 
of two hundred years, the Saracens were ruined 
by their divifions^'. The emir difclaimed the 
authority of the king of Tunis ; the people. rofc‘ 
againft the emir ; the cities were ufurped by the 
' chiefs ; each meaner rebel was independent in 
his village or caftle ; and the weaker of two rival 
brothers implored the friendlhip of the Chriftians. 
hi every fervice of danger the Normans were -- 



See the book of Wiiliara Apjnileis. His words are ap- 
plicable to every fwarra of Barbarians and freebooters : 

Si vicinoriim quis fernhiofus ad illos 
Confugicbrtt, turn gratantcr fufcipiebatit 
Mofibus et lingua qnofeunque ventre videbant 
Informant propria ; gens efticiatur tit vina. 

And elfewhere, of the native adventurers of Normandy t 
Pars parat exigute vcl opes adcrant <)uia nulla:. 

Pars quia de inagnis majora fubire vcicbant. 

LiutpramI in Legatione, p. 485. Prtgi has illtlftriteel this 
event from the MS. hiftory of the deacon Leo (torn. iv. A. D. 965, 

I 

See the Arabian Clironicle of Sicily, apud Muratori Script, 
^enim Ital. torn. i. p. 153. 

prompt 
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prompt and ufefu! ; and five hundred knights, or ^ 
varriors on horfeback, were enrolled by Arduin, >_ — j 
the agent and interpreter of ;:he Greeks, under 
the ftandard of Maniaces governor of Lombardy. 

Before their landing, the brothers were recon- 
ciled ; the union of Sicily and Africa was rc- 
ftored ; and the illand was guarded to the water’s 
edge. The Normans led the van, and the Arabs 
of Meflina felt the valour of an untried foe. In 
a fecond action the emir of Syracufe was unhorfed 
and tranfpierced by the iron arm of William of 
Hauteville. In a third engagement his intrepid 
companions difeomfited the hoft of fixty thoufand 
Saracens, and left the Greeks no more than the 
labour of the purfuit : a fplendid viftory, but of 
which the pen of the hiltoriah may divide the 
merit with the lance of the Normans. It is, 
however, true, that they effentially promoted the 
luccefs of Maniaces, who reduced thirteen cities 
and the greater part of Sicily under the obedience 
of the emperor. But his military fame was fullied 
by ingratitude and tyranny. In the divifion of 
the fpoil, the deferts of his brave auxiliaries were 
forgotten : and neither their avarice nor their 

pride could brook this injurious treatment. They 
complained, by the mouth of their interpreter : 
thfir complaint was difregarded ; their interpreter 
was fcourged ; the fulferings were his ; the infult 
and refentment belonged to thofe whofe fentiments 
he had delivered. Yet they diflembled till they 
had obtained, or ftoJen, a fafe pafl'age to the 
Italian continent : their brethren of Avprfa fym- 
' S 3 pathifed 
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CHAP, pathifed in their indignation, and the province of 
- — 1 Apulia was invaded as the forfeit of the debt 

Their con- j.\^bove twenty years after the firfl emigration, the 

oueft of 1 1 1 1 • 1 ^ r 

Apulia, Nornjans took, the held with no more than feven 
hundred horfe and five hundred foot ; and after 
the recall of the Byzantine legions from the 
Sicilian war, their numbers are magnified to the 
amount of threefcore thoufaud men. Their her 
raid propofed the option of battle or retreat j 
“ of battle,” was the unanimous cry of the Nor- 
mans j and one of their ftouteft warriors, with 4 
ftroke of his fill;, felled to the ground the horfe of 
the Greek meflenger, He was difmifled with a 
frefh horfe; the infult was concealed from the 
Imperial troops ; but in two fuccefliye battles they 
were more fatally inftruded of the prowefs of 
their adverfaries. In the plains of Gannas, the 
Afiatics fled before the adventurers of France ; the 
duke of Lombardy was made prifoner ; the 
Apulians acquiefced in a new dominion ; and the 
four places of Bari, Otranto, Brundufium, and 
Tarentum, were alone faved in the fhipwreck of 
the Grecian fortunes. From this sera w'e may 
date the eftablilhment of the Norman power, 
which foon eclipfed the ird'ant colony of Averfa, 

Jeffrey Malatcrra, who relates the Sicilian wai', and the con- 
rjueft of Apulia (l.'i. c. 7, 8, 9. 19.). The lame events are de- 
tcribed by Cedrtnus (tora.-ii. p. 741— 743- 7 SS> 75 ^*) Zonaras 
(tom. n. p. 137, 138.); and the Greeks are fo hardened to dif- 
grace, lltat their narratives are impar tial enough. 

*3 Cedicnus fpccifies the of the Obfequiem (Phrygia), 

tiid (he fAlpot of live Tliraceiians (Lydia; confult Conftantine de 
Tbematibus, i, 3, 4. with Deiille’s map) ; and allerwards names the 
rihdiass and l.ycaoniaos, with the feederati. 

Twelve 
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Twelve counts were chofen by the popular fuf- ^ ‘ 

frage ; and age, birth, and merit, were the nio- ^ ^ 

rives of their choice. The tributes of their pe- 
culiar diftrifls were appropriated to their ufe ; 
and each count erected a fortrefs in the midfl; of 
his lands, and at the head of his vaflals. In the 
centre of the province, the common habitation of 
Melphi was referved as the metropolis and citadel 
of the republic ; an houfe and feparate quarter 
was allotted to each of the twelve counts ; and 
the national concerns were regulated by this mi- 
litary fenate. The firfl of his peers, their prefi- 
dent and general, was entitled count of Apulia ; 
and this dignity was conferred on William of the 
iron arm, who, in the language of the age, is 
ftyled a lion in battle, a lamb in fociety, and an 
angel in council*^. The manners of his coun- 

I 

Omnes conveniunt et bis fex nobiliores 

Qi^os genus et gi nvitas rnorum decorabat et xtas, 

Elegere duces. Proveftis ad comitatum 
His alii parent. Comitatus noiuen honoris 
Q^o donantur erat. Hi totas undique terras 
Divifeie fibi, ni fors iniinica repvignet 
Singula proponunt loca qux contingere for|e 
Cuique duci debent, et quxque tributa locorum. 

And after fpeaking of MeJplii, William Appulus adds, 

Pro numcro comitum bis fex ftatuere plateas 
Atque domus comitum totidem fabricantur in urbe, 

Leo Oftienfis (I. ii. c. 67.) enumerates the divHlons of the Apulian 
cities, which it is needlcfs to repeat. 

Guliclm. Appulus, 1 . ii. c. li. according to the reference of 
Giannone (Iftoria Civile di Napoli, tom. ii. p. 31.), which I cannot 
verify in the original. The Apulian praifes indeed his validets <vires, 
probitas animi, and 'viviJa ‘virtus ; and declares, that had he lived, no 
poet could have equalled his merits ( 1 . i. p. 158. I. ii. p. X59-). He 
was bewailed by the Normans, quippe qui tanti conlilii virum ffays 
Malaterra, 1. i. c. 12. p. 552.) tarn armis ftrenuum, tarn fibi mu- 
Itificum, aSabilctn, niorigcratum ulterius fe habere dilfidebant. 

S 4 trymen 
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trynicn.are fairly delineated by a contemporary 
s . — — > and national hiftorian “ The Normans,’' 
9fti”Nor- Malaterfa, “ are a cunning and revengeful 
n>ws, “ people ; eloquence and dilfimulation appear to 
“ be their hereditary qualities ; they can Hoop to 
“ flatter ; but unlefs they are curbed by the 
“ reftraint of lav/, they indulge the licentioufnefs 
“ of nature and pallion. Their princes afleel the 
“ praife of popular munificence ; the people ob- 
> “ ferve the medium, or rather blend the ex- 

“ trgmes, of avarice and prodigality ; and, in 
“ their eager thirll of wealth and dominion, they 
“ defpife whatever they poflefs, and hope what- • 
“ ever they defire. Arms and horfes, the luxury 
“ of drefs, the exercjfes of hunting and hawking 
“ are the delight of the Normans ; but on prefling 
occafions they can endure with incredible pa- 
“ tience the inclemency of every climate, and 
“ the toil and abftinence of a military life - 
Orprcfiion 'I'he Normans of Apulia were feated on the 
** verge of the two empires ; and, according to the 

K046, policy of the hour, they accepted the inveftiture 
of their lands from the fovercigns of Germany or 
Conilantinople. But the firmeft; title of thefe 
•adventurers was the right of contjuell : they nel- 

** Tlic gens aftntinTiins, injuriarom nitpx .... oJulait fclcni 
. . . . eloqiientiis infeivlcns, ofMalatcrra (1. i.c, 3. p. 550.), arc ex- 
preflivc o( the popular and proyeibial yharaftcr of the Normans. 

The Imnliiig .and hawking more proiier'y belong to llic de- 
luaJantt of the Nor.v'egl:\n Tailors ; though tlic-y might import from 
Nonvay and Iceland the rintlt calls ot falcons. 

We may compare this portrait with that of William of Malmf- 
htiry (dc Getiis Anglorum, I. ill. p. loi, 101.), who appreciates, 
Lke a philofophic hiiloriaii, the vices and virtues of the Saxons and 
Noimaps. i;pgland was aflpredly a gainer by the (;onque(t. 

^ they 
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thcr loved nor trufted ; they were neither trufleJ 
nor Moved : the contempt of the princes was 
mixed with fear, and the fear of the natives was 
mingled with hatred and refentment. Every ob- 
jecl of defire, an horfe, a woman, a garden, 
tempted and gratified the rapacioufnefs of the 
ftrangers ^9 ; and the avarice of their chiefs was 
only coloured by the more fpecious names of am- 
bition and glory. The twelve counts were fome- 
times joined in a league of Injuftice : in their do- 
medic quarrels they difputed the fpoils of the 
people : the virtues of William were buried in. 
his grave ; and Drogo, his brother and fucceflbr, 
was better qualified to lead the valour, than to 
reftrain the violence, of his peers. Under the 
reign of Condantine Monomachus, the policy, 
rather than benevolence, of the Byzantine court 
attempted to relieve Italy from this adherent mif- 
chief, more grievous than a fiight of Barba- 
rians ; and ArgyTus, the fon of Melo, was 
invedpd for this purpofe with the mod lofty 
titles 3' and the mod ample commiflion. The 
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memory 

*9 The biographer of St, Leo IX, pou;-s his holy venom on the 
Normans. Videos indifcipllnatam et alicnam gentem Normannorum, 
criuleli et Inaxidita rabie et phif'quam Pagana impietate adverfus et- 
pltilas Dei infurgere, pafTinj Chriftianos trucidare, &c. (Wibert, c. 
6.) Thehoneft Apulian (I. ii. p. 159.) fays calmly of jlieir accufer, 
Vtris coinmifcens fallacia. 

3 ° The policy of the Greeks, revolt of Maniaces, &:c. muft be 
colletled from Cedrenus (tom. ii. p, 757, 75S.), William Ap ■ 
piilus (I. i. p. J57, 158. 1 . ii. p. 159.), and the two Chronicles of 
Bari, by Lupus Protofpata (Muratori, Script. Ilal. tom. v. p. 42, 
43, 44.), and an anonymous writer (Antiqukat. Italiae medii .^vi, 
tom. i. p. 3J — 35.). This laft is a fragment of ibme value. 

Argyrus received, fays tlie anonymous Chronicle of Bari, im. 
penal letters, Feederatus et Patriciatus, et Catapani ct Vedatds. In 

i hi? 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 

memory of his father might recommend him t® 
the Normans ; and he had already engaged their 
voluntary fervice to quell the revolt of Maniaces, 
and to avenge their own and the public injury. 
It was. the defign of Conftantine to tranfpiant 
this warlike colony from the Italian provinces 
to the Perfian war ; and the fon of Milo dif. 
tributed among the chiefs the gold and maniu 
failures of Greece, as the firfl; fruits of the Imw 
perial bounty. But his arts were baffled by the 
fenfe and fpirit of the conquerors of Apulia : 
his gifts, or at leaft his propofals, were reje£Ied ; 
and they unanimoufly refufed to relinquilh their 
poffefiions and their hopes for the diftant profpefit 
of Afiatic fortune. After the means of perfuafion 
had failed, Argyrus refolved to compel' or to 
deltroy : the Latin powers were folicited againft 
the common enemy ; and an offenfive alliance was 
formed of the pope and the two emperors of the 
Eaft and Well. The throne of St. Peter was oc- 
cupied by Leo the ninth, a finiple faint of a 
temper moll apt to deceive himfelf and the world, 
and whofe venerable charafter would confecrate 
with the name of piety, the meafures lead com- 
patible with the pradice of religion. His huma- 

his Annals, Mnratori (tom. viii. p. 416.) very properly read*, or 
interprets, Se^eJIalui, the title of Sebaftos or Auguftus. But in hi* 
Antiquities, he was taught by Ducange to make it a palatine office, 
mailer of the wardrobe. 

3 * A life of St. Leo IX. deeply tinged with the paffions and pre- 
jtidices of the age, has been compofed by Wibert, printed at Paris, 
1615, in oftavo, and fince inferted in the Collcftions of the Bolland- 
ills, of Mabiilon, and of Muratori. The public and private hillorf 
of that pope is diligently treated by M. de St. Marc (Abregc, tona, 
ii. p. 14c — *10. ami p. 25 — 95. a"* column.) , 
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nity was aflfeded by the complaints, perhaps the ^ 
calumnies, of an injured people: the impious v ; j 
Normans had interrupted the payment of tithes ; 
and the temporal fword might be lawfully un- 
Iheathed againft the facrilegious robbers, who 
were deaf to the cenfures of the church. As a 
German of noble birth and royal kindred, Leo 
had free accefs to the court and confidence of the 
emperor Henry the third ; and in fearch of arms 
and allies, his ardent 2eal tranfported him from 
Apulia to Saxony, from the Elbe to the Tiber. 

During thefe hoftile preparations, Argyrus in- 
dulged himfelf in the ufe of fecret ai\d guilty 
weapons ; a crowd of Normans became the vi£Hms 
of public or private revenge ; and the valiant P 
Drogo was murdered in a church. But his fpirit i°s»- 
furvived in his brother Humphrey, the third count 
of Apulia. The affaffins were chaftifed ; and the 
Ion of Melo, overthrown and wounded, was driven 
from the field to hide his fhame behind the walls 
pf Bari, and to await the tardy fuccour of his 
allies. 

But the power of Conftantine was diftrafted by Expttiuion 
a Turkilh war ; the mind of Henry was feeble and Leo°ix 
irrefolute ; and the pope, inftead of repafling the apiinii the 
Alps with a German army, was accompanied only ^ ’ 

by a guard of feven hundred Swabians and fome 
volunteers of Lorraine. , In his longprogrefs from 
Mantua to Beneventum, a vile and promifeuous 
multitude of Italians was enlifted under the holy 
ftandard 33 ; the pried and the robber flept in the 

fame 

33 See the expedition of Leo IX. againll the Normans. See Wil- 
liam Appulns ( 1 . ii. p. 159 — »6i.) and Jeffrey Malaterra ( 1 . i. c. 

> 3 . 
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fame tent ; the pikeS and erodes were intermingled 
in the front ; and the martial faint repeated the 
leifons of his vouth in the order of march, of en- 
carapment, and of combat. The Normans of 
ApuHa could muftcr in the field no more than 
three thoufand horfc, with an handful of ihfantry : 
the defection of the natives intercepted their pro- 
vifions and retreat ; and their fpirit, incapable of 
fear, was chilled for a moment by fuperfiitious awe. 
On the hoftile approach of Leo, they knelt with- 
out difgrace or reluctance before their fpiritual 
father. But the pope was inexorable ; his lofty 
Germans affeCted to deride the diminutive ftature 
of theh- adverlaries ; and the Normans were in- 
formed that death or exile was their only alterna- 
tive. Flight they difdained, and, as many of 
them had been three days without tailing food, 
thev embraced the aflurance of a more eafv and 
honourable death. They climbed the hill of Ci- 
vitella, defeended into the plain, and charged in 
three divifions the army of the pope. On the 
left, and in the centre, Richard count of AveiTa, 
and Robert the famous Guifeard, attacked, broke, 
routed, and purfued the Italian multitudes, W'ho 
tought without difeipline and fled without fl)amr. 
A harder trial was referved for the valour of count 
Humphrey, who led the cavalry of the right wing. 
'The Gennaus have been deferibed as unlkilfal 

in 

, 1 ';, 74, j;. p. They art impiininl, ;is the national, i» cjsuu- 

wr'oalanrort by theclnitul, prejudice. 

f TeiU'onici qu-a Civianes cl fonna dfcoros ' 

Fcctiat egrc"ie proctri corporis illos 
t orpora dcri 'cut NorniauuLca qua- I’reviora 
, J.iJ'c vitlfbauiur. 

Tb. 
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in the management of the horfe and lance ; but on ^ LvtT* 
foot they formed a ftrong and impenetrable pha- v — 
lanx ; and neither man, nor fteed, nor armour, 
could refill the weight of their long and two-handed 
fwords. After a fcvere confli£l, they were encom- 
pafled by the fquadrons returning from the purfuit ; 
and died in their ranks with the elleem of their 
foes, and the fatisfaclion of revenge. The gates 
of Civitella were fliut againfl the flying pope, and 
he was overtaken by the pious conquerors, who 
kiiTed his feet to implore his blcflTing and the ab- 
folution of their fmful viclory. The foldiers be- 
held in their enemy and captive, the vicar of 
Chrill ; and, though we may fuppofe the policy 
of the chiefs, it is probable that they were infeded 
tiv the popular fuperllltion. In the calm of retire- 
ment, the well-meaning pope deplored the eifufion 
of Chrillian blood, which mull be imputed to his 
account; he felt, that he had been the author 
of fm and fcandal : and as his undertaking had 
failed, the indecency of his military character 
was univcrfally condemned With thefe difpo- 
fitions, he liflened to the offers of a beneficial 
treaty ; deferted an alliance which he had preached 
as, the caufe of God; and ratified the pall and 

T he verfes of the Apulian are commonly in this drain, though he 
1 eiis himffU'a little in the battle. Two of his fimilies from hawking 
»mf Ibrcei ) are ileferiptivt of manners. 

3 5 Sfvn.tl rtfpeftable cenfures or complaints are produced by M. 
do St. Marc (tom. ii. p. 200 — 104.). As Peter Damianus, tba 
m ade of the times, had denied the popes the right of making war, tfi9 
Ivrrmit (lugens eremi incob) is arisignedby the cardinal, and Baro- 
<Aim»l. Erclef. .A. D. j05-5, xo— 17.) rood ftrenuoufly 
iilftrts the two 1 wards it,<Ptar. 

future 
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futufe conquefts of tne Normans. ' By whatever 
hands they had been ufurped, the provinces of 
Apulia and Calabria were a part of the dona- 
tion of Conftantine and the patrimony of St. Pe- 
ter : the grant and the acceptance confirmed the 
mutual claims of the pontiff and the adventurers. 
They promifed to fupport each other with fpiritual 
and temporal arms ; a tribute or quit-rent of 
twelvepence was afterwards ftipulated for every 
plough-land : and fince this memorable tranfaftion, 
the kingdom of Naples has remained above feven 
hundred years a fief of the Holy See 

The pedigree of Robert Guifeard ^7 is varioufly 
deduced from the peafants and the dukes of Nor- 
mandy : from the peafants, by the pride and ig- 
norance of a Grecian princefs 5 from the dukes, 

3* The origin and natiii-e of the papal inveftitures are ably dif- 
enfled by Giannone (Iltoria Civile di Napoli, tom. ii. p. J 7 — 4-9. 
57—66.) as a lawyer and antitjuarian. Yet he vainly drives to re- 
concile the duties of patriot and catholic, adopts an empty diflinftion 
of “ EccleCa Romaua non dedit fed accepit,” and ihrinks fixim an 
honed but dangerous confefilon of the truth. 

*7 The birth, charatt cr, and fii-d aflions of Robert Guifeard, may 
be found in Jeffrey Malaterra ( 1 . i. c. 3, 4. 11. 16, 17, 18. 38, 39, 
40.), William Appulus’(l. ii. p. 260—262.), William Gemeticenfis 
or of Jumieges ( 1 . xi. c. 30. p. 663, 664. edit. Camden), and Anna. 
Comnena (Alexiad, 1 . i. p. 23 — 27. 1 . vi. p. 165, 166.), with the 
annotations of Ducange (Not. in Alexiad. p. 230 — 232. 310.), who 
has fwept all the French and Latin Chronicles for fupplemental intel- 
ligence. 

3 ’ O VofATtpTOi (a Greek corruption) «Tor nv Nopn**vi/of 

TO yivo;, rr,v again, irotv\i 

TOp(^»lj irEptfxvtjr, and elfewhere (1. iv. p. 84.), ociro fr^XTrit 
ortuatf x«i TUj(ri? Anna Comnena was born io the. 

purple ; yet her father was no more than a private though illoftiiou* • 
lubjeff, who laifcd hiinfelf to the empire. 

by 
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by the ignorance and flattery of the Italian fub- 
jeds 39. His genuine defcent may be afcribed to 
the fecond or middle order of private nobility 
He fprang from a race of valvajers or bannerets., 
of the diocefe of Coutances, in the lower Nor- 
mandy : the caftle of Hauteville was their honour- 
able feat ; his father Tancred was confpicuous ifi 
the court and army of the duke ; and his military 
fervice was furniihed by ten foldiers or knights. 
Two marriages, of a rank not unworthy of his 
own, made him thje father of twelve fons, who 
were educated at home by the impartial tendernefs 
of his fecond wife. But a narrow patrimony was 
infufficient for this numerous and daring progeny ; 
they faw around the neighbourhood the mifchiefs 
of poverty and difcord, and refolved to feek in 
foreign wars a more glorious inheritance. Two 
only remained to perpetuate the race, and cherllh 
their father’s age : their ten brothers, as they fuc- 
ceflively attained the vigour of manhood, departed 
from the caftle, paffed the Alps, and joined the 
Apulian camp of the Normans. The elder were 

>9 Giannone (tom. ii. p. a.) forgets all his original authors, and 
refts this princely elefeent on the credit of inveges, an Auguftine monic 
ef Palermo in the laft century. They continue the fucceffion of duk.es 
from Rollo to William II. the BaftarJ or Conqueror, whom they 
hold (communemente il tiene) to be the father of Tancred of Haute-, 
ville ; a moll llrange and llupendous blunder 1 The fons of Tancred 
fought in Apulia, before William II. was three years old (A. D. 
1037). 

The judgment of Ducange is jtifl and moderate : Certe liumilis 
fuit ac tenuis RobertI familia, fi dticalern ctregium fpeftemus apicem, 
ad quem polWa pervenit } qua; honcila tamen et prseter nobilium 
Tulgarium ftatum'tt conditionem illuftris habita ell, “ qui nec humi 
“ leperet nec ahum quid tuifierct” (Wilhelm. Malinlbur. de Geftis 
Anglorum, l.iii. p. 107, Not. ad Alexiad. p. 130.), 

prompted 
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prompted by native fpirit ; their fticccfs encoU-< 
raged their younger brethren ; and the three 
firft in feniority, William, Drogo, and Humphrey, 
deferved to be the chiefs of their nation and the 
founders of the new republic. Robert was the 
eldeft of the feven fons of the fecond marriage ; 
and even the reluctant praife of his foes has en- 
dowed him with the heroic qualities of a foldier 
and a ftatefman. His lofty ftature furpafled the 
talleft of his army : his lipibs were call in the 
true proportion of ftrength and gracefulnefs ; and 
to the decline of life, he maintained the patient 
vigour of health and the commanding dignity of 
his form. His complexion was ruddy, his Ihoulders 
were broad, his hair and beard were long and of 
a flaxen colour, his eyes fparkled with fire, and 
his voice, like that of Achilles, could imprefs obe- 
dience and terror amidfl: the tumult of battle. In 
the ruder ages of chivalry, fuch qualifications are 
not below the notice of the poet or hiftorian : they 
may obferve that Robert, at once, and with equal 
dexterity, could wield in the right-hand ' his 
fword, his lance in the left ; that in the battle 
of Civitella, he was thrice unhorfed ; and that 
in the dole of that memorable day he was ad- 
judged to have borne away the prize of valour 
from the warriors of the two armies His 

boundlefs 

I fliall quote with plenfura fame of the belt lines of the Apulian 
■ (I. ii. p. 270.) : 

I’ugnet 'jaaquo inar.u, r.ec lancca calTa, nee enCs 
Cull'us I'vst, quocunque nniiu lieducere vcllet. 

Ter lieirtlus equo, ter viribue ipl'e relumptis 

J.I.ijor aiiJia redit : ftiniulus furor ipfe miniftrat. , 

Ut 
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boundlefs ambition was founded on the confciouf- 
nefs of fuperior worth : in the purfuit of great- 
nefs, he was never arrefted by the fcruples of 
juftice, and feldom moved by the feelings of hu- 
manity : though not infenfible of fame, the choice 
of open or clandeftine means was determined only 
by his prefent advantage. The furname of Guif- 
card was applied to this mafter of political wif- 
dom, which is too often confounded with the prac- 
tice of diflimulation and deceit j and Robert is 
praifed by the Apulian poet for excelling the 
cunning of Ulyfles and the eloquence of Cicero* 
Yet thefe arts were difguifed by an appearance of 
military Ifanknefs : in his higheft fortune, he was 
acceflible and courteous to his fellow-foldiers ; 
and while he indulged the prejudices of his new 
fubjecfs, he affected in his drefs and manners to 
maintain the ancient fafhion of his country. He 
grafped with a rapacious, that he might diftribute 
with a liberal, hand : his primitive indigence had 
taught the habits of frugality ; the gain of a mer- 
chant was not below his attention ; and his pri- 
foners were tortured with flow and unfeejing 
cruelty to force a difcovery of their fecret treafure. 
According to the Greeks, he departed from Nor- 
mandy wdth only five followers on horfeback and 
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Ut Leo cum fiendcns, lie. 



Nuilus.in h(C bello ficuti pofl bella prolntum elt 
Viilor vel viflus, tain niagnos edkllt iftus. 

The Norman writers and editors molt converl'ant with them 
own Idiom, interpret Gutfeard or U'lfcayd, by Callidus, a cunning 
man. The root ( ‘wife) is familiar to our ear ; .and in the old word 
Wifeacre, I can difeern foinething of a fiinilar fenfe and termination. 
Triv ynxuBpyaTXTO^, is no bad traodation of the furname 

and charaflcr of Robert, 

VoL. X. T thirty 
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c H^A P. thirty on foot ; yet even this allowance appears too 
bountiful ; the fixth fon of Tancred of Hauteville 
palTed the Alps as a pilgrim ; and his firft military 
band was levied among the adventurers of Italy, 
liis brothers and countrymen had divided the fer- 
tile lands of Apulia ; but they guarded their 
fhares with the jealoufy of avarice : the afpiring 
youth was driven forwards to the mountains of 
Calabria, and in his firft exploits againft the 
Greeks and the natives, it is not eafy to difcrimi- 
nate the hero from the robber. To furprife a 
caftle or a convent, to enfnare a wealthy citizen, 
to plunder the adjacent villages for neceffary food, 
were the obfcure labours which formed and exer- 
cifed the powers of his mind and body.' The 
volunteers of Normandy adhered to his ftandard ; 
and, under his command, the peafants of Ca- 
labria affumed the name and charader of Nor- 
nrans. 

tionand" gcnlus of Robert expanded with his 

fncccfs, fortune, he awakened the jealoufy of his elder 
^1080°^^ brother, by whom, in a tranfient quarrel, his life 
was threatened and his liberty reftrained. After 
the death of Humphrey, the tender age of his fons, 
excluded them from the command; they were 
' reduced to a private eftate by the ambition of 
their guardian and uncle ; and Guifeard was ex- 
alted on a buckler, and faluted count of Apulia 
and general of the republic. With an increafe of . 
authority and of force, he refumed the conqueft 
of Calabria, and foon afpired to a rank that 
Ihould raife him for ever above the heads of his 
equals. By fortie a£ts of rapine or facrilege, he ' 

' had 
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had incurred a papal excommunication : but Ni- ^ ** 

cholas the fecond was eafdy perfuaded, that the . f 
divifions of friends could terminate only in their 
mutual prejudice j that the Normans were the 
faithful champions of the Holy See ; and it was 
fafer to truft the alliance of a prince than the 
caprice of an arillocracy. A fynod of one hun- 
dred bilhops was convened at Melphi ; and the 
count interrupted an important enterprife to guard 
the perfon and execute the decrees of the Roman . 
pontiff. His gratitude and policy conferred on 
Robert and his pofterity, the ducal title with 
the inveftiture of Apulia, Calabria, and all the 
lands, both in Italy and Sicily, which his fword 
could refcue from the fchifmatic Greeks and the 
unbelieving Saracens^. This apoftolic fanftion 
might juftify his arms j but the obedience of a 
free and vidorious people could not be transferred 
without their confent ; and Guifcard diffembled 
his elevation till the enfuing campaign had been 
illuftrated by the conqueft of Confenza and Reg- 
gio. In the hour of triumph, he aflembled his 
troops, and I'olicited the Normans to confirm by 
their fuffrage the judgment of the vicar of Chrift : 
the foldiers hailed with joyful acclamations their 

The acquifilion of the ducal title by Robert Gulfcai'J is a nice 
and obfcuic bufinefs. With the good advice of Gianrione, Mtiratori, 
and St. Marc, I have endeavoured to form a confident and probable 
narrative. 

** Baronins (Annal. Ecclcf. A. D. 1059, N'’ 69.) has publifhed 
the original aft. He profcfles to have copied it from the Lihfr 
Cenfuum, a Vatican MS. Yet a Liber Cenfuum of th* xiit*> cemurjT 
Ijas been printed by Muratori (Antiquit, medii ASvi, tom. v. p. 

851—998.) : and the names of Vatican and Cardinal awaken the 
fufpicions of a prot;ftant, and even of a philofopher. 

T a valiant 
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valiant duke ; and the counts, his former equals, 
pronounced the oath of fidelity, with hollow fmiles . 
and fecret indignation. After this inauguration, 
Robert fly led himfelf, “ by the grace of God and 
“ St. Peter, duke of Apulia, Calabria, and liere- 
“ after of Sicily and it was the labour of 
twenty to deferve and realize thefe lofty 

nppellations. Such tardy progrefs, in a narrow 
fpace, may feem unworthy of the abilities of the 
chief and the fpirit of the nation : but the Nor- 
tnans were few in number ; their refources were 
fcanty ; their fervice was voluntary and preca- 
rious. The bravefl defierns of the duke were 
fometimes oppofed by the free voice of his parlia- 
ment of barons ; the twelve counts of popular 
eleclion, confpired againfl his authority ; and 
againfl their perfidious uncle, the fons of Hum- 
phrey demanded jullice and revenge. By hii 
policy and vigour, Guifeard difeovered their plots, 
fupprefled their rebellions, and punifhed the 
guilty with death or exile : but in thefe domeftic 
feuds, his years, and the national ftrength, were 
unprofitably confumed. After the defeat of his- 
foreign enemies, the Greeks, Lombards, and 
Saracens, their broken forces retreated to the 
flrong and populous- cities of the fca-coafl. They 
excelled in the arts of fortification and defence 
the Normanfi.v;ere accullomed to ferve on horfe- 
back in. the field, and their rude attempts could 
only fiicceeal by the ctl'orls of perfevering courage. 
The refiflaitoe of Salerno was maintained abova 
eight months : the fiege or blockade of Bari lafied 
near four years. In thefe actions the Norman 
' . duke 
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5uke was the foremofl in every danger ; in every ^ 
fatigue the lafh and moft patient. As he preffed 
the citadel of Salerno, an huge flone from the 
rampart fhattered one of his military engines ; 
and by a fplinter he was wounded in the bread. 

Before the gates of Bari, he lodged in a miferable 
hut or barrack, compofed of dry branches, and 
thatched with draw j a'pejilous ftation, on all 
fides open to the inclemency of the winter and the 
fpears of the enemy ‘>5. 

' The Italian conquefts of Robert correfpond His Julian 
with the limits of the prefent kingdom of Naples ; 
and the countries united by his arms have not 
been diflevered by the revolutions of feven hun- 
dred years The monarchy has been compofed 
of the Greek provinces of Calabria and Apulia, 
of the Lombard principality of Salerno, the re- 
public of Amalphi, and the inland dependencies ^ 
of the large and ancient duchy of Beneventum. 

' Three diftricls only were exempted from the com- 
mon law of fubjeftion ; the fird for ever, and the 
two lafh till the middle of the fucceeding century. 

The city and immediate territory of Benevento 
had been transferred, by gift or exchange, from ‘ 
the German emperor to the Roman pontiff ; and 
although this holy land was fometimes invaded, 
the name of St. Peter was finally more potent than 

f 

“•s Read the life of Guifeard in the fecond and third books of the 
Apvilian, the firft and fecond books of Malaterra, 

The conquefts of Robert G.uifcard and Roger I. the exemption 
of Benevento and the xll provinces of the kingdom, are fairly ex- * 
pofed by Giannone in the fecond volume of his Iftoria Civile, I. ix, 

X, xi. and I. xvii. p, 460 — 470. This modern divifion was not 
clialiliHied Before the time of Frederic IJ, 

trti- T 3 - - tlic 
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^ Lv^ fword of the Normans. Their firft colony of 

_i Averfa fubdued and held the ftate of Capua ; and 
her princes were reduced to beg their bread 
before the palace of their fathers. The dukes of 
Naples, the prefent metropolis, maintained the 
popular freedom, 'under the lhadow of the By-? 
zantine empire. Among the new acquifitions of 
' Guifcard, the fcience of Salerno and the trade 
of Amalphi may detain for a moment the cu- 
Rchool of riofity of the reader. I.' Of the learned faculties, 
aeino. jurifprudcnce implies the previous eftablilhment of 
laws and property ; and theology may perhaps be 
fuperfeded by the full light of religion and reafon. 
But the favage and the fage muft alike implore 
the affiftance of phyfic ; and, if our difeafes are 
inflamed by luxury, the mifehiefs of blows and 
wounds would be more frequent in the ruder ages 
of fociety. The treafures of Grecian medicine 
had been communicated to the Arabian colonies 
of Africa, Spain,, and Sicily ; and in the inters 
courfe of peace and war, a fpark of knowledge had 
been kindled . and cherilhed at Salerno, an illuf. 
trious city, in which the men were honeft and 

*'> Giannone (tom. ii. p. 119—11.7.), Miiratori (Antiquitat, 
medii iEvi, tom. iii. differt. xliv. p. 935, 936 ), and Tirabofehi 
(Iftoria della Lcttetiira Italiana), have given an hiftorical account 
pf thcl'e phyficians i their medical knowledge and’ pra£lice mull be 
left to our phyficians. 

“t" At the end of the Hiftoria Pandeflarum of Henry Brenckman 
(TrajefU ad Rhcmim, 1722, in 4'“), the indefatigable author has 
iiifertcd two dilfertations, de Republica Amalphitana, and de Amal- 
phi a Pifanis direpta, which are built on the Icfiiir.onies of one hun- 
dred and forty writers. Yet he has forgotten two moll important 
’ paflages of the embalTy of Liutprand (A. D. 969), which compare 
the trade and navigation of Amalphi with that of Venice. 

the 
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tlie women beautiful ‘^ 9 . A fchool, the firfl that 
arofe in the darknefs of Europe, was confecrated 
to the healing art : the confcience of monks and 
bilhops was reconciled to that falutary and lucra- 
tive profeffion ; and a crowd of patients, of the 
moH eminent rank and mofl; diftant climates, 
invited or vifited the phyficians of Salerno. They 
were protected by the Norman conquerors ; and 
Guifcard, though bred in arms, could difcern the 
merit and value of a philofopher. After a pil- 
grimage of thirty-nine years, Conftantine, an Afri- 
can Chriilian, returned from Bagdad, a mafter of 
the language and learning of the Arabians; and 
Salerno was enriched by the praftice, the leffons, 
and the writings, of the pupil of Avicenna. The 
fchool of medicine has long llept in the name of 
an univerfity ; but her precepts are abridged in a 
firing of aphorifms, bound together in the Leonine 
verfes, or Latin rhymes, of the twelfth century 
II. Seven miles to the weft of Salerno, and thirty 
to die ibuth of Naples, the obfeure town of Amal- 
phi difplayed the power and rewards of induftry. 
The land, however fertile, was of narrow extent ; 
but the fea was acceflible and open : the inhabit- 

tfrbs Latii non eft hac delitiofior urbe, 

Frugibus ai'boribus vino redundat j et nnde 
Non tibi poma, nuces, non pulchra palatia defunt, 

Nun fpecics inulkbris abelt probitarque virorum. 

(Gulieimus Appulut, I. iii. p. 267.) 

5 ° Moratorl carries their antiquity above the year (1066) of the 
death of Edward the Confefl'or, the rex Anglorum to whom they are 
addrcQed. Nor is this date atfe^ed by the opinion, or rather miitake, 
of Pafquicr (Recherches de' la France, 1 , vii. c. 2.) and Ducange 
(Gloffar. Latin.). The prafUce of rhyming, as early as the vi;'!* 
century, was borrowed from tlie languages of the North and Eaft 
(MCratOfi, Antiquitat. tom. iii. dilfert. xl. p. 686—70!.). 

T 4 ants 
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ants firft aflumed the office of fupplying the 
weftem world with the manufactures and pro- 
ductions of the Ealt ; and this ufeful traffic was 
the fource of their opulence and freedom. The 
government was popular, under the adminiftration 
of a duke and the fupremacy of the Greek em- 
peror. Fifty thoufand citizens were numbered in 
the walls of Amalphi ; nor was any city more 
abundantly provided with gold, filver, and the ob- 
jects of precious luxury. The mariners who 
fwarmed in her port excelled in the theory and 
practice of navigation and aftronomy ; and the 
difcovery of the compafs, which has opened the 
globe, is due to their ingenuity or good fortune. 
Their trade was extended to the coafts, or at leaft 
to the commodities, of Africa, Arabia, and India j 
and their fettlements in Conftantinople, Antioch, 
Jerufalem, and Alexandria, acquired the privileges 
of independent colonies 5*. After three hundred 
years of profperity, Amalphi was opprefled by the 
arms of the Normans, and facked by the jealoufy 
of Pifa ; but the poverty of oAe thoufand filhermen 
is yet dignified by the remains of an arfenal, a 
cathedral, and the palaces of royal merchants. 

5' The defcriptioii of Amalphi, by William the Apulian (1. iii. 
p. aSy. ), contains much truth and fome peetry ; and the third line 
may be applied to the tailor’s compafs : 

Nulla magis locuplcs argento, veftibus, auro 
Partibus inmuneris : hac plurimus urbe moratur 
Nauta marts caelique •oias aferire peritus. 

Hue et Alexandri diverfa feruntur ab urbe ■ 

' Regis, et Antiochi. Gens haec fireta plurima tranfit. 

His Arabes, Indi, Siculi nafeuntur et Afi'!. 

Hxc gens eft totum prope nobilitata per orbem, 

' lit niercando ferens, et amans mercata referre. 

Roger, 
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Roger, the twelfth and lad of the fons of Tan- C H A p. 
cred, had been long detaineddn Noinrandy by his . ’ ^ 

own and his father’s age. He accepted the welcome 
fummons hadened 10^ the Apulian camp ; and I’y couu: 
deferved at lird the edeem, and afterwards the 
envy, of his older brother. Their valour and 106c- 
ainbition were equal ; but the youth, the beauty^ - 
the elegant manners, of Roger, engaged the dif- 
inter^ded love, of the foldiers and people. So 
fcanty was his allowance, for himfelf and forty 
follow'ers, that he defeended from conqued to 
robbery, and from robbery to domedic theft j and 
fo loofe were the notions of property, that, by his 
own hidorian, at his fpecial command, he is ac- 
cufed of dealing horfes from a dable at Melphi 5 *, 

His fpirit emerged from poverty and difgrace : 
from thefe bafe prattices he rofe to the merit and 
glory of a holy war j and the invadon of Sicily 
was feconded by the zeal and policy of his brother 
Guifeard. After the retreat of the Greeks, the 
idolaters, a mod audacious reproach of the Catho- 
lics, had retrieved their Ioffes and poffeffions ; but 
the deliverance of the ifland, fo vainly undertaken 
by the forces of the Eadern empire, was at- 
chieved by a fmall and private band of adven- 

Latrocinio armigeronim fiioi-um in multis fiiftcntabatur, qliod 
quidem ad ejus ignominiam non dicimus ; fed ipfo ita praoclpicnte 
adhuc viliora et reprehenfibiliora dicluri fumus ut pluribus patefcat, 
quam laborioie et cum quanta auguftia a profunda paupertate ad 
fummuin culmen divitiarum vel honoris attigerit. Such is the pre- ’ 
face of Malaterra (1. i. c. asO.to the horfe-itealing. From the mo- 
ment (1. i. c. 19 .) that he lias mentioned his patron Roger, the elder 
brother fiiiks into the fccoud charafler. Something (iinilar in Vel- 
|{i.is Paterculus may be obferved pf Augulhis and Tiberius. 

turers* 
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Iri tJie firft attempt, Roger braved, in 
1- , ■ ^ ' j an 'open boat, the real and fabulous dangers of 
Scylla and Charybdis ; landed with only fixty 
foldiers on a hoftile Ihore ; drove the Saracens to 
the gates of MelTina ; and fafely returned with the 
fpoils of the adjacent country. Ih the fortrefs of 
'Irani, his adive and patient courage were equally 
• confpicuous. In his old age he related with plea- 
furc, that, by the diflrefs of the fiege, himfelf, 
and the countefs his wife, had been reduced to a 
fingle cloak, or mantle, which they wore alter- 
nately that in a fally his horfe had been llain, 
and he was dragged away by the Saracens ; but 
that he owed his refeue to his good fword, and 
had retreated with his faddle on his back, lell; the 
meanen; trophy might be left in the hands of the 
mifereants. In the fiege of Trani, three hundred 
Normans withflood and repulfed the forces of the 
jfland. In the field of Ceramio, fifty thoufand 
horfe and foot were overthrown by one hundred 
and thirtv-fix Chriltian foldiers, without reckon- 
Ing St. George, who fought on horfeback in the 
foremprt; ranks. The captive banners, with four 
camels, were referved for the fucceffor of St. 
Peter ; and had thefe barbaric fpoils been expofed 
not in the Vatican, but in the Capitol, they might 
have revived the memory of the Punic triumphs, 

53 Duo fibi proficua dcpiitans animae fcilicet et corporis fi terrain 
Idolis deditam ad cultum divinum revocaret (Galtrid Malaterra, 1 . 

, ii. c. I.). The conqueft of Sicily is related in the three laft books, 
and I'x himfelf has given an accurate fummary of the chapters (p. 544 
—546.). 

Thefe 
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Thefe Infufficient numbers of the Normans moft ^ 
probably denote their knights, the foldiers of ho- J 

nourable and equeltrian rank, each of whom was 
attended by five or fix followers in the fi«ld ^ ; 

-yet, with the aid of this interpretation, and after 
every fair allowance on the fide of valour, arms, 
and reputation, the difcomfiture of fo many my- 
riads will reduce the prudent reader to the alterna- 
tive of a miracle or a fable. The Arabs of Sicily 
derived a frequent and powerful fuccour from 
their countrymen of Africa : in the fiege of Pa- 
lermo, the Norman cavalry was affifted by the 
gallies of Pifa ; and, in the hour of aftion, the 
envy of the two brothers was fublimed to a gene- 
rous and invincible emulation. After a war of 
thirty years 55, Roger, with the title of great 
count, obtained the Ibvereignty of the largefl; and 
moft fruitful illand of the Mediterranean ; and his 
adminiftration difplays a liberal and enlightened 
mind above the limits of his age and education. 

The Moflems were maintained in the free enjoy- 
ment of their religion and property 5 ® ; a philofo- 
pher and phyfician of Mazara, of the race of Ma- 
jaomet, harangued the conqueror, and was invited 

Seethe word milites, in the Latin Gioffary of Ducange. 

55 Of odd particulars, I learn from Malaterra, that the Arabs had , 

introduced into Sicily the life of camels ( 1 . i. c. 33.) and of carrier- 
pigeons (c. 42.) ; and that the bite of the tarantula provokes a windy 
difpcfition, qua; j>er anum inhonefte crepitando emcrglt 1 a fyraptom 
moft ridiculoully felt by the whole Norman army in their camp near 
Palermo (c. 36.). I thail add an etymology not unworthy of the 
xi"'' century : Mejfaua Is derived from MeJJis, the place from whence 
the harvefts of the ifte were feiu in tribute to Rome ( 1 . ii. c. i.). 

5® See the capitulation of Palermo in M daterra, 1. ii. c. 45. and 
piannone, vyho remarks tJie general toleration of the Saracens (tom. 
ii. p. 

' to 
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^ LV^ ^ court ; his geography of the feven climates was 
tranflatcd into Latin ; and Roger, after a diligent 
, perufal, preferred the work of the Arabian to the 
writings of the Grecian Ptolemy a. remnant of 
Chriftian natives had promoted the fuccefs of the 
Nornrans : they were rewarded by the triumph of the 
Crofs. The ifland was reftored to the juj-ifdidion of 
the Roman pontiff; new bilhops were planted in the 
principal cities ; and the clergy was fatisfied by a 
liberal endowment of churches and monaftcries. 
Yet the Catholic hero afferted the rights of the 
civil magillra^e. Inltead of refigning the invefli- 
ture of benefices, he dextroufly applied to his own 
profit the papal claims : the fupremacy of the 
crown w^as fecured and enlarged, by the fingular 
bull which declares the princes of Sicily here- 
ditary' and perpetual legates of the Holy See 5”. 

Robm in- To Robert Guifcard, the conqueft of Sicily 

Eaftern was more glorious than beneficial : the poffdTion 
Apulia and Calabria was inadequate to his 
joSi. ambition ; and he refolved to embrace or create 



5 ’ John i.eo Afer, tie Mcitifis et Philofophis Aiabibus, c. np. 
apud Fabric. Bibliot. Gr.rc. torn. xiii. p. 178, 179. This plulofo. 
j’lier is named ElTeriph Efi'aciialli, and lie died in Africa, A. H. 516, 
A. D. tl^^. Yet this ftory hears a Itrange refcmhlancc to the She- 
rif al Ediifil, who prefented his hook (Geogr.aphia Nahienlls, fee 
preface, p. 88.- go. 170.) to Roger king of Sicily, A. H. 548, -A. D. 
i!43 (d’Hcrbelot, Bibliothcrjtic Orientale, p. 7S6. Priueaitx't 
j-ife of Mahomet, p. 18S. Petit dc la Croitt, Hill, c'.e Gcngifcan, 
p. 535, 536. Cafiri, Bihliot. Atab. Hifpnn. tom. ji. p. 9 — 13.) ; 
nml I ant afraid of fome tnillakc. 

Malaterra remarks the foundation cf the bi/hoprics (I. iv. c. 
y.), and produces the original of the hull ( 1 . iv. c. 19.). Giannone 
gives a rational idea of this privilege, and the tribunal of the iito- 
iiai chy of Sicily (tom. ii. p. 95 — loi.) ; and St. Marc (Ahrcge, 
loin. iii. p. 317 — 301, 1“ column) labours the cafe with the dili- 
gtju;e of a Sicilian lawyer. ^ ' 
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the firft occafion of invading, perhaps of fubduing, ^ 

the Roman empire of the Ead 59. From his firft » — „—j 
wife, the partner of his humble fortunes, he had 
been divorced under the pretence of confanguinity ; 
and her fon Bohemond was deflined to imitate, 
rather than to fucceed, his illuftrious father. The 
fecond wife of Guifcard was the daughter of the 
princes of Salerno ; the Lombards acquiefced in 
the lineal fucceffion of their fon Roger ; their five 
daughters were given in honourable nuptials®'’, 
and one of them was betrothed in a tender age, 
to Cdnfl;aniine,^a beautiful youth, the fon and 
heir of the emperor Michael ®*. But the throne of • 
Conftantinople was fhaken by a revolution : the Im- 
perial family of Ducas was confined to the palace or 
the cloifter ; and Robert deplored, and refented, 
the difgrace of his daughter and the expulfion of his 
ally. A Greek, who llyled himfelf the father of 



5 ® In the fil'd expedition of Roliirt ngaind the Greeks, I follovr 
Anna Comnena (the i*', iii', iv'h, and v<*> books of the Alexiad), 
tVilhani Appnlus and p. z-jo — -75-)» and Jeffrey Ma- 

liilena ( 1 . iii. c. 13, 14. 14 — 19. 39.). Their information is con- 
teinporai y and authentic, but none of them were eye witneffes of the 
vav. 

One of them was married to Hugh, the fon of Azzo, or Axo, 
M marquis of Lombardy, rich, powerful, and itfi/e (Gulielm. Appul. 
1 . iii. p. 267 ), in the xi'*' century, and wliofe ancedors in the x'^ 
and ix'*" aie explored by tlie critical indudry of Leibnitz and Mura- 
tori. From the two elder Ions of the marquis Azzo, are derived the 
illudrious lines of Bninfwick and Ede. See Muratori, Antichila 
tdcnie. 

*' Anna Comnena, fomewh.at too wantonly, praifes and bewails 
that bamifome boy, who, after the rupime of his barlraric nnptiali 
(L i. p. 13.), was belrothed as her hulhacd ; he was cty«iAoi» 
piKTfcef .... pz'iiiia f>iAiTiju.r,^u.x .... ytv8,* 

ttTTOppoy;, Stc. (p. 27.), Elfcwlitie, flic deferibes the red and, 
■white of his fkin, iii. Irawk's eyes, .Jeel 1. iii. p. 71, 

Con-., 
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The decline and fall 

C Lvi^ appeared at Salerno, and related 

«_ — ,— _? the adventures of his fall and flight. That unfor- 
tunate friend was acknowledged by the duke, and 
adorned with the pomp and titles of Imperial 
dignity : in his triumphal progrefs through Apulia 
and Calabria, Michael®* was faluted with the 
tears and acclamations of the people; and pope 
Gregory the feventh exhortfed the bilhops to preach, 
and the Catholics to fight, in the pious works of 
his reftoration. His converfations with Robert 
were frequent and familiar ; and their mutual 
promifes were jullified by the valour of the Nor- 
mans and the treafures of the Eaft. Yet this Mi- 
chael, by the confeffion of the Greeks and Latins, 
was a pageant and an impoftor ; a monk who had 
fled from his convent, or a domeftic who had ferved 
in the palace. The fraud had been contrived by 
the fubtle Guifcard ; and he trufted, that after this 
-pretender had given a decent colour to his arms, 
he would fink, at the nod of the conqueror, into 
his primitive obfcurity. But victory was the only 
argument that could determine the belief of the 
Greeks ; and the ardour of the Latins was much 
inferior to their credulity ; the Norman veterans 
wifhed to enjoy the harveft of their toils, and the 
unwarlike Italians trembled at the known and 
unknown dangers of a tranfmarine expedition. 
In his new levies, Robert exerted the influence of 

Anna Comnena, I. i. p. *8, 19. Gulielm. Appul. 1 . iv. p. 
S7I. Galfrid Malaterra, 1 . iii. c. 13. p. 579, 580. Malaterra i» 
nioic cautious in his llyle i but the Apulian is bold and poGtive. 

— Mentitus fe Michaelem 

' Vcnerat a Danais quidam feduclor ad ilium. 

As Gregory VII. had believed, Baronius, almoft alone, recognizes 
the emperor Michael (A. D. jo8o, N° 44.). 

gifts 
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gifts and promifes, the terrors of civil and ecclefi- , 
aftical authority ; and fome ads of violence might 
juflify the reproach, that age and infancy were 
prcffed without diftindion into the fervice of their 
unrelenting prince. After two years incelfant 
preparations, the land and naval forces were 
aflembled at Otranto, at the heel, or extreme 
promontory, of Italy; and Robert was accompa- 
nied by his wife, who fought by his fide, his fon 
Bohemond, and the reprefentative of the emperor 
Michael. Thirteen hundred knights of Nor- 
man race or difcipline, formed the finews of the 
army, which might be fwelled to thirty thou- 
fand followers of every denomination. The 
men, the horfes, the arms, the engines, the 
wooden tov/ers, covered with raw hides, were 
embarked on board one hundred and fifty vefl'els : 
the tranfports had been built in the ports of Italy, 
and the gallies were fupplied by the alliance of 
the republic of Ragufa. 



c H A p. 

LVI.‘ ■ 



At the mouth of the Adriatic gulf, the fhores Siege of 
of Italy and Epirus incline towards each other, a. d.’ - 
The fpace between Brundufium and Durazzo, the , 

^ ^ ’ June 1 7- 

Roman paflage, is no more than one hundred 



*3 Ipfe armntx fnllitise non plufqnam Mccc milltes fccum ha- 
buifle, ab cis qui eidem ncgolio Interfucnint alteftatur (Malaterra, 
). iii. c. 24^. p. 5 S 3 -)- Thelc are the fame whom the Apuiian ( 1 . 
iv. p. 273.) ftylcs the equetlris gens duels, cquites de gente 
ducis. 

** Elf rptocKcvTX j^i?<iot^iZf, fays Anna Comnena (Alexias, 
1. i. p. 37.) ; and her account tallies with the number and lading of 
the lliips. Ivit in Dyrrachium cum XV niillibus hominum, fays the 
Chronicon Brcre Norinannicitm (Muratori, Scriptorcs, tom. y. p. 
*78.). I have endeavoured to reconcile thefe reckonings. 

miles j 
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' THE DECLINE AND FALL 

miles ; at the lafl ftation of Otranto, It Is 
contraded to fifty ; and this narrow difiance 
had fuggefted to Pyrrhus and Pompey the fublime 
or extravagant idea of a bridge. Before the ge- 
neral embarkation, the Norman duke difpatched 
Bohemond with fifteen gallics to feize or threaten, 
the ifle of Corfu, to furvey the oppofite coafi, and 
to fecure an harbour in the neighbourhood of 
Vallona for the landing of the troops. They 
pafled and landed without perceiving an enemy 
and this fucCefsful experiment difplayed the ne- 
glect and decay of the naval power of the Greeks. 
The ifiands of Kpirus and the maritime towns 
were fubdued by the arms or the name of Robert, 
who led his fleet and army from Corfu (I uf6 
the modern appellation) to the fiege of Durazxo. 
That city, the weftern key of the empire, was 
guarded by ancient renown, and recent fortifica- 
tions, by George Palocologus, a patrician, victo- 
rious in the Oriental wars, and a numerous garrifon 
of Albanians and Macedonians, who, in every age, 
have maintained the character of foldlers. In the 
profecution of his enterprife, the courage of Guif- 
card was afl'ailcd by every form of danger and 

The Itinerary of Je;ufr;l;ni (p. 609. Wc!Te’ing) gives a 
true anil rcalonabie I'pacc of a thoul'anti It.uila, or one hundred miles, 
svhich is Itrangcly doubled bv Strabo (I. vl. j>. 433 ) and Pliny 
(Hi it. Nat\ir. ill. 16 ). 

Pliny (Hlfi. Mar. iii. 6. tG.) allows qulnquapnin raillia for this 
brevilTiinus curl'us, and agjcts with the real dlllar.ce from Otranto to 
La Vallona, or Aulen (d’Anville, Analyfede fa Carte des Cotes de 
la Grece, Stc. p. 3 — 6.). llermolaus Barbarus, who I'ublUtutes 
centum (Harduin, Not. ixvi. in Plin. 1 . i:i.), might hr.ve been cor- 
redled by every Vencium pilot who had faikd out of the guiph. 

raifchance. 
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’ tnlfchance. In the moft propitious feafon of the ^ **• 

year, as his fleet pafled along the coaft, a florm of t ■ ^ , j 
wind and fnow unexpeciedly arofe : the Adriatic 
Was fwelled by the raging blaft of the fouth, and 
a new fliipwreck confirmed the old infamy of the 
Acroceraunian rocks The fails, the malts, and 
the oars, were fliattercd or torn away ; the fea 
and fliore were covered with the fragments of vef- 
fels, with arms and dead bodies ; and the greatelt 
part of the provifions were either drowned or 
jdamaged. The ducal galley was laborioufly ref- ' 
cued from the waves, and Robert halted feven 
days on the adjacent cape, to collect the relics of 
his lofs and revive the drooping fpirits of his fol- 
diers. The Normans were no longer the bold 
and experienced mariners who had explored the 
ocean from Greenland to mount Atlas, and who 
fmiled at the petty dangers of the Mediterranean. 

They had w’^ept during the temped ; they were 
alarmed by the hodile approach of the Venetians, 
who had been folicited by the prayers and pro- 
mifes of the Byzantine court. The fird day’s 
adlion was not difad vantageous to Bohemond, a 
beardlefs youth who led the naval powers of 
his father. All night the gallies of the republic 
lay on their anchors in the form of a crefcent ; and 

Infames fcopulos Acroceraunia, Horat. carm. i. 3. The pre- 
cipitem Africum decertantem Aquilonibus et rabiera Noti, and the 
monftra natantia of the Adriatic, are fomewliat enlarged ; but Ho- 
race trembling for the life of Virgil, is an interefting moment in the 
hiftoty of poetry and friendfhip. 

Twi> df £if rov vuymx aurx itpufipKTXvrm (Alexias, 1 . 
iv. p. 106.). Yet the Normans (haved, and the Venetians wore, their 
beards; they muft have derided the »o-beard of Bohemond ; an hardi 
interpretation! (Diicange, Not. ad Alexiad. p. *83.) 

VoL. X. U ' the 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 

the victory of the feepnd day was decided by the 
dexterity of their evolutions, the ftation of their 
archers, the weight of their javelins, and the 
borrowed aid of the Greek fire. The Apulian 
and Ragufian veffels fled to the fhore, feveral were 
cut from their cables and dragged 'away by the 
conqueror ; and a fally from the town carried 
llaughter and difmay to the tents of the Norman 
duke, A feafonable relief was poured into Du- 
razao, and as foon as the befiegers had lofl; the 
command of the fea, the iflands and maritime 
towns withdrew from the camp the fupply of tri- 
bute and provifion. That camp was foon afilifted 
with a peflilential difeafe j five hundred knights 
perifhed by an inglorious death ; and the lift of 
burials (if all could obtain a decent burial) 
amounted to ten thoufand perfons. Under thefe 
calamities, the mind of Guifeard alone was firm 
and. invincible : and while he collefted new forces 
from Apulia and Sicily, he battered, or fcaled, 
or fapped, the walls of Durazzo. But his in- 
duftry and valour were encountered by equal 
valour and more perfed induftry. A moveable 
turret, of a fize and capacity to contain five 
hundred foldiers, had been rolled forwards to 
the foot of the rampart : but the defeent of 
the door or draw-bridge was checked by an 
enormous beam, and the wooden ftrudure was 
inftantly confumed by artificial flames. 

While the Roman empire was attacked by the 
Turks in the Eaft and the Normans in the Weft, 
the aged fucceflbr of Michael furrendered the 
feeptre to the hands of Alexius, an illuftrious 

captain, 
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captain, and the founder of the Comnenlan dy- ‘ 

■nafty. The princefs Anne, his daughter and v 

hiftorian, obferves, in her aflefted Ryle, that 
even Hercules was unequal to a double combat ; 
and, ’on this principle, fhe approves an hafty 
peace with the Turks, which allowed her father 
to undertake in perfon the relief of Durazzo. On 
his acceflion, Altfxius found the camp without 
foldiers and the treafury without money ; yet 
fuch were the vigour and activity of his meafures, 
that in fix months he affembled an army of 
feventy thoufand men and performed a march 

of five hundred miles. His troops w'ere levied 

in Europe and Afia, from Peloponefus, to the 
Black Sea ; his majelly was difplayed in the filver 
arms and rich trappings of the companies of 
horfe-guards j and the emperor was attended 
by a train of nobles and princes, fome of whom, 
in rapid fucceflion, had been clothed with the 
purple, and were indulged by the lenity of the 
times in a life of affluence and dignity. Their 
youthful ardour might animate the multitude j 
but their love of pleafure and contempt of fub- 
' ordination were pregnant with diforder and mif. 
chief ; and their importunate clamours for fpeedy 
and decifive aftion difconcerted the prudence of 

Muratoil (Annall (Tltalia, tom. ix. p. 136, 137.) obferves, that 
feme authors (Petrus Diacon. Chron. Cafincn. 1 . ili. c. 49.) cempofe 
the Greek army of 1 70,000 men, but that the hundred may be ftruck 
off, and that Malaterra reckons only 70,000 ! a flight inattention. 
The paffage to which he alludes, is in the Chronicle of Lupus Pro- 
tofpata (Script. Ital. tom. v. p."^5.). Malaterra (I. iv. c. 27.) 
fpeaks in high, but indefinite, terms of the empeixir, cum copiis 
jinnumerabilibus : like the Apulian poet ( 1 . iv. p. 272.) s 
More locuftarum montes et plana teguntur, 

U 3 Alexius, 
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c H^A P. Alexius, who might have furrounded and ftarved 
>■ - ' j the befieging army. The enumeration of pro- 
vinces recalls a fad comparifon of the pafl; and 
prefent limits of the Roman world : the raw 
levies were drawn together in halle and terror ; 
and the garrifons of Anatolia, or Afia Minor, 
had been purchafed by the evacuation of the 
cities which were immediately occupied by the 
Turks. The ftrength of the Greek army con- 
fided in the Varangians, the Scandinavian guards, 
whofe numbers were recently augmented by a 
colony of exiles and volunteers from the Britifh 
ifland of Thule. Under the yoke of the Norman 
, conqueror, the Danes and Englilh were opprefled 
and united ; a band of adventurous youths re- 
, folved to defert a land of llavery ; the fea was 
open to their efcape ; and, in their long pil- 
grimage, they'vifited every coaft that afforded any 
, Irope of liberty and revenge. They were enter- 
tained in the fervice of the Greek emperor ; and 
their fird dation was in a new city on the Afiatic 
Ihore : but Alexius foon recalled them to the 
defence of his perfon and palace ; and bequeathed 
to his fucceflbrs tlie inheritance of their faith 
and valour The name of a Norman invader 
revived the memory of their wrongs : they 

marched with alacrity againd the national foe, 
and panted to regain in Epirus, the glory v/hich 
they had lod in the battle of Hadings, Thq 

70 See William of Malrntbury de Geftis Anglonim, 1 . ii. j>. 92. 
Alexius fiJem Angloruin ful’cipiens pnecipuis fainiliaritatibus fuis 
eos app'icabr.t, amorem eorum filio tranferibens. Ordericus Vitalis 
(Hilt. Ecclcf. 1 . iv. p. 508. 1 . vii. p. 641.) relates their cniigratioii 
from England, and Uieii' fervice in Greece, 

Varan-. 
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Varangians were fupported by fome companies of ^ 
Franks or Latins ; and the rebels, who had fled v , ^ 

to Conftantinople from the tyranny of Guifcard, 
were eager to fignalife their zeal and "gratify their 
revenge. In this emergency the emperor had 
not difdained the impure aid of the Paulicians or 
Manichaeans of Thrace and Bulgaria ; and thefe 
heretics united with the patience of martyrdom, 
the fpirit and difcipline of adive valour The 
treaty with the fultan had procured a fupply of 
fome thoufand Turks j and the arrows of the 
Scythian horfe were oppofed to the lances of 
the Norman cavalry. On the report and diftant 
profped of thefe formidable numbers, Robert 
aflembled a council of his principal officers. 

“ You behold,” faid he, “ your danger : it is 
“ urgent and inevitable. The hills are covered 
“ with arms and flandards ; and the emperor 
“ of the Greeks is accuftomcd to wars and tri- 
“ umphs. Obedience and union are our only 
fafety ; and I am ready to yield the command 
to a more worthy leader.”' The vote and 
acclamation, even of his fecret enemies, aflTured 
him, in that perilous moment, of their eftecin 
and confidence ; and the duke thus continued : ' 

“ Let us trufl: in the rewards of vidory, and 
“ deprive cowardice of the means of efcape. 

Let us burn our velfels and our baggage, 

“ and give battle on this fpot, as if it were the 
“ place of our nativity and our burial.” The re- 
folution w'as unanimoufly approved j and, with- 



Sec the Apulian, 1 . i. p. *56. The charafler and ftoiy of 
tliefe MauicJise^y ^ hwji ^e fubjefl of the llv*'* chapter. 

. y 3 ©Ut 
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out confining himfelf to his lines, Gulfcard 
awaited in battle-array the nearer approach of the 
enemy. His rear was covered by a final! river ; 
his right wing extended to the fea ; his left to 
the hills : nor was he confcious, perhaps, that 
on the fame ground Casfar and Pompey had for- 
merly difputed the empire of the world 

Againlh the advice of his wifefl captains, Alex- 
ius rel'olved to rilk the event of a general adion, 
ami exhorted the garrifon of Durazzo to aflifi: 
their own deliverance by a well-timed fally from 
the town. He marched in two columns to fur- 
prife the Normans before day-break on two dif- 
ferent Tides : his light cavalry was fcattered over 
the plain ; the archers formed the fecond line ; 
and the Varangians claimed the honours of the 
van-guard. In the firll onfet, the battle-axes of 
the ftrangers made a deep and bloody impreflion 
on the army of Guifeard, which was now re- 
duced to fifteen thoufand men. The Lombards 
and Calabrians ignominioufly turned their backs : 
they fled towards the river and the fea ; but the 
bridge had been broken down to check the fally of 
the garrifon, and the coafi; was lined with the 
Venetian gallies, who played their engines among 
the dilorderly throng. On the verge of ruin, 
they were faved by the fpirit and conduft of their 
chiefs. Gaita, the wife of Robert, is painted 
by the Greeks as a warlike Amazon, a fecond 
Pallas ; lefs Ikilful in arts, but not lefs terrible ift 

■5* See ihe fimple ami mallei ly narrative of C»far himfelf (Com- 
ment. tie Bell. Civil, iii. 41 — 75.). It is pity that Quintus Icilius 
(M. Ciuifchard) did not live to an al yfe thefe operations, as he hal 
iloiic tJie campaigns of Afiica and Spain. 

arms. 
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ams, than the Athenian goddefs ^3 ; though ^ P- 
wounded by an arrow, fhe flood her ground, and v.. -y-i- j 
ftrove, by her exhortation and example, to rally 
the flying troops"^* Her female voice was fe- ' 
conded by the more powerful voice and arm 
of the Norman dufce, as calm in aftion as he 
was magnanimous in council “ Whither,” he 
cried aloud, “ whither do ye fly ? your enemy 
“ is implacable ; and death is lefs grievous than 
“ fervitude.” The moment was deci five : as the 
Varangians advanced before the line, they dif* 
covered the nakednefs of theh- flanks ; the main 
battle of the duke, of eight hundred knights, flood 
firm and entire ; they couched their lances, and 
the Greeks deplore the furious and irrefiftible 
Ihock of the French cavalry ^5. Alexius was not 



"‘i TlxXXoti ctXKri kxv /jlti which is very properly tranf- 

luted by the preliilent Coufin (Hilt, tie Conftantinoplc, tom. iv. p. 
131. in la™®), qui combattoit comme une Pallas, quoiquelle ne fut 
pas aiifli favante qtie celle d’Athenes. The Grecian goddefs was 
corapol'ed of two dilcordant charaflers, of Neith, the workyvoman of 
Sais in Egypt, and of a virgin Amazon of the Tritonian lake in 
Lybia (Banier, Mythologie, tom. iv. p. in 

Anna Comnena ( 1 . iv. p. ii6.) admires, with fomc degree of 
ttrror, her mal'culine virtues. They were more familiar to the 
Latins j and though the Apulian ( 1 . iv. p. a73.) mentions her pre- 
fence and her wound, he reprefents her as far lefs intrepid. 

Uxor in hoc bello Robert! forte fagitta 
Quadam laefa fuit : quo vulnere terriia nullam 
Dum fperabat opem fe ^cene fubegtrat holtl. 

The lad is an unlucky word for a female prilbncr. 

’’ Atro TTif ta Poju.rrf/>T8 ir(3o»i'y'>!ir«|u,£nif ixxyjr.i, yiiocxuv 
Till/ vpurriu xxrx ruv ivxvTtuv i 7 nrx(nxu tuv KeArajK 
^i/UTToirov (Anna, 1 . v. p. 133-) ; and elfewhere xai yxp KsAtoj 
tivrip zraj aiiVTTOifO; rr,u op[At\i>, xxt t>> 

triv (p. 140.). The pedantry of the princefs in the choice of claffic 
appellations, encouraged Ducange to apply to his countiynnen the 
cliarafters of the ancient Gauls. 

U 4 deficient 

I 
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^ • deficient in the duties of a foldier or a general J- 
but he no fooiier beheld the flaughter of the 
Varangians, and the flight of the Turks, than 
he defpifed his fubjects and defpaired of his 
fortune. The princefs Anne, who drops a tear 
on this melanchely event, is reduced to praife 
the ftrength and fwiftnefs of her father’s horfe, 
and his vigorous ilruggle, when he was almoft- 
overthrown by the ftroke of a lance, which had 
Ihivered the Imperial helmet. His defperate 
valour broke through a fquadron of Franks who 
oppofed his flight ; and, after wandering two 
days and as many nights in the mountains, he 
found fome repofe, of body, though not of 
mind, in the walls of Lychnidus. The viftorious 
Robert reproached the tardy and feeble purfuit 
which had fuffered the efcape , of fo illuftrious a 
prize ; but he confoled his difappointment by 
the trophies and ftandards of the field, the 
wealth and luxury of the Byzantine camp, and 
the glory of defeating an army five times more 
numerous than his own, A multitude of Italians 
had been the victims of their own fears ; but only, 
thirty of his knights were flain in this memorable, 
day. In the Roman hofl:, the lofs of Greeks,, 
Turks, and Englifli, amounted to five or fix 
thoufand : the plain of Durazzo was ftained 
' with noble and royal blood ; and the end of 
the impollor Michael was more honourable thaa 
his life. 



7 ® Lupus Protofpata (tom. iii. p. 4.5.) fays 6aoo ; William the- 
Apulian niore than cooo (I, iv. p. 273.). Their nindcl'y is finjjular 
and laudable : they might with fo little trouble have llniu two or 
three myriads of Ibhifmatics -and infidels t 

ft 
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It is more than probable that Guifcard was ^ p. 
not afflicted by the lofs of a coftly pageant, t_,— . j 
which had merited only the contempt and de- Dmazzo 
rifion of the Greeks. After their defeat, they a.i>. 
ftill perfevered in the defence of Durazzo ; and 

^ ^ bvuary 

a Venetian commander fupplied the place of 
George Palseologus, who had been imprudently 
called away from his ftation. The tents of the 
befiegers were converted into barracks, to fuftain 
the inclemency of the winter j and in anfwer to 
the defiance of the garrifon, Robert infinuated^ 
that his patience was at leaft . equal to their 
obftinacy^^. Perhaps he already trufted to his 
fecret correfpondence with a Venetian noble, who 
fold the city for a rich and honourable marriage. 

At the dead of night feveral rope-ladders wero 
dropped from the walls ; the light Calabrians 
afcended in filence ; and the Greeks wer^ 
awakened by the name and trumpets of the 
conqueror. Yet they defended the ftreet three 
days againft an enemy already mafter of the ram- 
part ; and near feven months elapfed between 
the firft invelbnent and the final furrender of 
^e place. From Durazzo, the Norman duke 
advanced into the heart of Epirus or Albania ; 
t^averfed the firfl mountains of Theffaly ; fur- 
prifed three hundred Englilh in the city of Caf- 
'toria ; approached Theflalonica ; and made Con- 
flantinople tremble. A more prefling duty fuf- 

The Romnns had changed the inaiifpicious name of Epi-damnut 
to Dyn achium (Plin. iii. *6.) ; and the vulgar corruption of Dura- 
cium (fee Malaterra) bore fome affinity to hardnefs. One of Ro- 
bert’s names was Durand, a durando : poor wit ! ( Alberic. Monach. 
in Chron. apud Miyratori Annali d’ltalia, torn, ix, p. 137*) 

pended 
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^ LV^ pfofecution of his ambitious defigns. 

U— v-i— J By (hipwreck, peftilence, and the fword, his 
army was reduced to a third of the original 
numbers ; and inflead of being recruited from 
Italy, he was informed, by plaintive epiftlcs, of 
the mifchiefs and dangers which had been pro"- 
duced by his abfence : the revolt of the cities 
and barons of Apulia ; the diftrefs of the pope ; 
and the approach or invafion of Henry king of 
Return of Germany. Highly prefuming that his perfon 
fmua^ons fufficient for the public fafety, he repalfed 
cfBohe- the fea in a fmgle brigantine, and left the re- 

mains of the army under the command of his 
fon and the Norman counts, exhorting Bohemond 
to refpeft the freedom of his peers, and the counts, 
to obey the authority of their leader. The fon 
of Guifcard trod in the footfteps of his father ; 
and the two deftroyers are compared by the 
■ Greeks to the caterpillar and the locuft, the laft 
of whom devours whatever has efcaped the teeth 
of_ the former’^. After winning two battles 
againft the emperor, he defcended into the plain 
of Thelfaly, and befieged Larifla, the fabulous 
realm of Achilles which contained the treafure 
and magazines of the Byzantine camp. Yet 

noa aKpiJ*? uttiv uv t(J «ut 8{ irarrpa xa» 
view (Anna, 1 . i. p. 35. )• By fimilies, fo different from thofe 
of Ilonicr, flic wifhes to infpire contempt as well as horror for the 
little, noxious animal, a conqueror. Mod unfortunately, the com- 
mon lenle, or common nonfenfe, of mankind relifts her laudable 
defign. 

79 Prodllt liac auflor Trojanse cladis Achilles. 

The fuppoiition. of the Apulian ( 1 . v. p. 175.) may be exctifed by 
the more claflic poetry, of Virgil (.rEneid II. i97-)> LarilT*u» 
Achilles, but it is not juftified by the geography of Homer. 

a juft 
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a juft praife muft not be refufed to the fortitude ^ P- 
and prudence of Alexius, who bravely ftruggled t—- 
with the calamities of the times. In the poverty 
of the ftate, he prefumed to borrow the fuper- 
fluous ornaments of the churches ; the defertion 
of the Manichzeans was fupplied by fome tribes 
of Moldavia j a reinforcement of feven thoufand 
Turks replaced and revenged the lofs of their 
brethren ; and the Greek Ibldiers were exercifed 
to ride, to draw the bow, and to the daily ; 
pradice of ambufcades and evolutions. Alexius 
had been taught by experience, that the formi- 
dable cavalry of the Franks on foot was unfit for 
action,' and almoft incapable of motion ; his 
■' archers were directed to aim their arrows at the 
horfe rather than the man ; and a variety of fpikes 
and fnares was fcattered over the ground on which, 
he might expeQ: an attack. In the neighbour- 
hood of Lariffa the events of war were protracted 
and balanced. The courage of Bohemond was 
always confpicuous, and often fuccefsful ; but 
his camp was pillaged by a ftratagem of . the 
Greeks ; the city was impregnable ; and the venal 
or difeontented counts deferted his ftandard, be- 
trayed their trufts, and enlifted in the fervice 
of the emperor. Alexius returned to Conftanti- 
, nople with the advantage, rather than the ho- 



*0 The TUU miiXuv -TTpoocy.y.xrXf which incumbeml the 
knights on foot, have been ignorantly tranllatcd fpurs (Anna 
Comnena, Alexias, 1 . v. p. 140.). Dncange has explained the 
tiue fenfe by a ridiculous and inconvenient fafliion, which lafted 
from the xi**! to the xv'’' century. Thefe peaks, in the form of a 
fcorpion, were fometiroes two foot, and faftened to the knee with a 
filver chain. 

nour. 
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CH^AP. nour,' of victory. After evacuating the coiiquefla 
^_l— which he could no longer defend, the fon of 
Guifcard embarked for Ital)', and was embraced 
by a father who elleemed his merit, and fyhipa- 
thifed in his misfortune. 

Thecmpe- Of the Latin princes, the allies of AlexIuS 
ror Henry enemies of Robert, the molt prompt and 
hy the I powerful was Henry the third or fourth, lung 
^A*^D Germany and Italy, and future emperor of 
loSi. the Well. The epiftle of the Greek monarch®* 
to his brother is filled with the warmed profefllons 
of friendlhip, and the molt lively defire of 
ftrengthening their alliance by every public and 
private tie. He congratulates Henry on his fuc- 
Cefs in a juft and pious war, and complains 
that the profperity of his own empire is difturbed 
by the audacious enterprifes of the Norman Ro- 
bert. The lift of his prcfents expreifes the man- 
ners of the age, a radiated crown of gold, a 
crofs fet w’ith pearls to hang on the breaft, a 
cafe of relics, with the names and titles of the 
faints, a vale of cryftal, a vafe of fardonyx, 
fome balm, moft probably of Mecca, and one 
hundred pieces of purple. To thefe he added 
a more folid prefent, of one hundred and forty- 
four thoufand Byzantines of gold, with a farther 
alTurance of two hundred and fixteen thoufand, 
fo foon as Henry Ihould have entered in arms 

The epiaic itfelf (Alexias, 1 . iii. p. 93, 94, 95.) well delcrvcs 
to be read. There is one exprertion, ArpsTrfX'x'Jv SiStu-tvan p,£T3 
which Diicange does not underftand, I liave endea- 
voured to grope out a tolei-able meaning : yo\iCx(^iov, is a goldeu 
crown ; Xi-po 7 r£\£X!jc, is explained by Simon Portius (in Lexica 
Crxco-Barbar.), by xsfxvic?, Trpr.frip, a llalljfcf lightning. 

tho 
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the Apulian territories, and confirmed by an ^ 
oath the league againft the common enemy. i 

The German**^, who was already in Lombardy 
at the head of. an army and a faftion, accepted 
thefe liberal offers, and marched towards the 
fouth : his fpeed was checked by the found of 
the battle of Durazzo ; but the influence of his 
arms or name, in tlie hafty return of Robert, 
was a full equivalent for the Grecian bribe. 

Henry was the linccre adverfary of the Normans, 
the allies and vaifals of Gregory the feventh, 
his implacable foe. The long quarrel of the 
throne and mitre had been recently kindled by 
the zeal and ambition of that haughty priefl; : 
the king and the jrope had degraded each other ; 
and each had feated a rival on the temporal or 
fpiritual throne of his antagonilt. After the de- 
feat and death of his Swabian rebel, Henry 
defeended into Italy to aflume the Imperial 
crown, and to drive from the Vatican the tyrant 
pf the church But the Roman people ad- 
hered 

For thefe general events I mnft refer to the general hiftorians 
Sigonins, Baronins, Muratori, Mofheim, St. Marc, &c. 

*5 The lives of Gregory VII. arc either legends or inveftives (St. 

Marc, Abrege, tom. iii. p. 135, &c.) : and his miraculous or ma- 
gical performances are alike incredible to a modern reader. He will, 
as ufual, find fome inftruAion in Le Clerc (Vie de Hildebrand, 

Bibliot. ancienne et moderne, tom. viii..), and much amufement in 
Bayle (Ditlionairc Critique, Gre^^oire Vll.), That pope was un- 
doubtedly a gi-eat man, a fecond Athanafius, in a more fortunate a^ 
of the church. May I prefumc to add, that the portrait of Athanafius 
is one of the palfagcs of my hiftory (vol. iii. p. 356, &c.). with 
which I am the lead diflatisfied ? 

Anna, with the rancour of a Greek fchifmatic, calls him 
OUTOJ Hofirxi (1. i, p. 32,), a pope, or prieft, worthy 

to 
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•CHAP, hered to the caufe of Gregory; their refolution, 
■ - — I was fortified by fupplies of men and money from 
Apulia ; and the city was thrice ineffeftually be- 
Befieges fieged by the king of Germany. In the fourth 
^ A.^b corrupted, as it is faid, with Byzantine 

loSi— gold, the nobles of Rome, whofe eftates and 
caftles had been ruined by the war. The gates, 
fo84.‘ bridges, and fifty hoflages, were delivered 

March 21, into his hands : the antipope, Clement the third, 
r was confecrated in the Lateran : the grateful 

pontiff crowned his protector in the V atican ; 
and the emperor Henry fixed his refidence in 
the Capitol, as the lawful fucceffor of Auguftus 
and Charlemagne. The ruins of the Septizonium 
were ftill defended by the nephew of Gregory : 
the pope himfelf was invefled in the caflle of St. 
Angelo ; and his laft hope was in the courage and 
fidelity of his Norman vaffal. Their friendihip had 
been interrupted by fome reciprocal injuries and 
complaints ; but, on this preffing occafion, Guifcard 
was urged by the obligation of his oath, by his 
intereft, more potent than oaths, by the love of 
fame, and his enmity to the two emperors. 
Unfurling the holy banner, he refolved to fly to the 
relief of the prince of the apoftles : the moft nume- 
rous of his armies, fix thoufand horfe, and thirty 
thoufand foot, was inftantly aflembled ; and his 
march from Salerno to Rome was animated by the 
public applaufe and the promife of the divine favour. 
Henry, invincible in fixty-fix battles, trembled 



to be fpit upon 5 and accufes him of fcourging, (having, perhaps of 
caftrating, the ambaffatlors of Henry (p. 31. 33.). But this outrage 
is iniprobabls and doubtful (fee tlic feuiible preface of Coufin). 
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at his approach ; recollected fome indifpenfable chap. 
affairs that required his prefence in Lombardy ; 1- ' i 

exhorted the Romans to perfevere in their al- 
legiance ; and haftily retreated three days before Fiies^e- 
the entrance of the Normans. In lefs than three ben ; 

. years, the fon of Tancred of Hauteville enjoyed 
the glory of delivering the pope, and of com- 
pelling the two emperors of the Eaft and Weft 
to fly before his viftorious arms But the 
triumph of Robert was clouded by the calamities 
of Rome. By the aid of the friends of Gregory, 
the walls had been perforated or fcaled ; but 
the Imperial fa&ion was ftill powerful and adive ; 
on the third day, the people rofe in a furious 
tumult ; and an hafty word of the conqueror^ 
in his defence or revenge, was the fignal of 
fire and pillage The Saracens of Sicily, the 
fubjefls of Roger, and auxiliaries of his brother, 
embraced this fair occafion of rifling and pro- 
faning the holy city of the Chriftians : many 
thoufands of the citizens-, in the fight, and by, 
the allies, of their fpiritual father, were expofed 
to violation, captivity, or death j and a fpacious 



Sic uno tempore vifti 

Sunt terrse Domini duo : rex Alemannicus ifte. 

Imperii reftor Romani maximus ille. 

Alter ad anna ruens armis fiiperatur j et alter 
Nominis auditi fola formidine cellit. 

It i* fingular enough, that the Apulian, a Latin, fhould dilHnguilh 
tlie Greek as the ruler of the Roman cmpue ( 1 . iv, p. 274.). 

The narrative of Malaterra ( 1 . iii. c. 37. p. 587, 588.) is au- 
thentic, circumftantia!, and fair. Dux ignem exclamans urbe in- 
ccnfa, &c. The Apulian foftens the mifchief (\nAe quibufdam xAi~ 
bus cxuftis), which is again exaggerated in fome partial Chronicle* 
{Muratori Annali, tom. ix. p. 147.) , 

quarter 
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CHAP, quarter of the city, from the Lateran to the 
. ^ ‘ 1 Colifeum, was confumed by the flames, and de- 

voted to perpetual folitudc*^. From a city, where 
he was now hated, and might be no longer 
feared, Gregory retired to end his days in the 
palace of Salerno. The artful pontiff' might flat- 
ter the vanity of Guifcard, with the hope of a 
Roman or Imperial crown ; but this dangerous 
aneafure, which would have inflamed the ambition 
of the Norman, muff for ever have alienated 
the moft faithful princes of Germany. 

Second ex- The deliverer and fcourge of Rome might 
have indulged himfelf in a feafon of repofe; 
taGreece, but in the fame year of the flight of the German 
10^’, ^c- emperor, the indefatigable Robert refumed the 
tober. defign of his Eaftern conquefts. The zeal or 
gratitude of Gregory had promifed to his valour 
, the kingdoms of Greece and Afia^*; his troops 
were alTembled in arms, fiufhed with fuccefs, 
and eager for action. Their numbers, in the 
language of Homer, are compared by Anna 
to a fwarm of bees j yet the utraofl and mo- 
derate 



Aftfir mentioning this devaftation, the Jcfult Donatus (de Roma 
veterl et nova, 1. iv. c. 8. p. 489.) prettily adds, Duraret hodieqne 
in Coelio monte interque ipfum et capitolium miferabiiis facies pro- 
ftratse urbis, nifi in hortorum vinetorumque amxnitatem Roma re- 
furrexinet ut perpetua virldltate contegeret vulnera et ruinas fuas. 

The royally of Robert, either promifed, or befto'ved by the 
pope (Anna, 1 . i. p. 3*.), is fufficiently confirmed by the ApuliiOi ( 1 . 
iv. p. ayo.) 

Romani regni fibl promififTe coronam : 

Papa ferebatur. 

Nor can 1 underftand why Gretfer, and the other papal advocates, 
fhoiild be difpleafed with this new inftance of apoftolic jiirifdiiVion. 

*9 See Homer Iliad B. (I hate this pedantic mode of quotation bjT 
the Utters of the Greek alplubet) 87, &c. His bws are the image 

o£ 
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derate limits of the powers of Guifcard have been 
already defined j they were contained in this l ' y 
fecond occafion in one hundred and twenty vef- 
fels j and as the feafon was far advanced, the 
harbour of Brundufium 9° was preferred to the 
open road of Otranto. Alexius, apprchenfive of 
a fecond attack, had afliduoufly laboured to re- 
ftore the naval forces of the empire ; and obtained 
from the republic of Venice an important fuccour 
of thirty-fix tranfports, fourteen gallies, and nine 
galeots or flfips of extraordinary flrength and 
magnitude. Their fervices were liberally paid 
by the licence or monopoly of trade, a profitable 
gift of many Ihops and houfes in the port of 
Conflantinople, and a tribute to St. Mark, the 
more acceptable as it was the produce of a tax 
on their rivals of Amalphi. By the union of the 
Greeks and Venetians, the Adriatic was covered 
with an hoftile fleet ; but their own negled, or 
the vigilance of Robert, the change of a wind, or 
the fhelter of a mift, opened a free paflage j and 
the Norman troops were fafely difembarked on 
the coaft of Epirus. With twenty ftrong and 
well-appointed gallies, their intrepid duke imme- 
diately fought the enemy, and though more ac- 
cuftomed to fight on horfeback, he trufied his 

of a diforderly crowd : their difcipline and public works feem to be 
the ideas of a later age (Virgil, a^ncid. 1. i.). 

9° Guilielm. Appulus, 1. v. p. 176. The admirable port of Bnin- 
dufium was double ; the outward harbour was a gulph covered by an 
ifiandi and narrowing by degrees, till it communicated by a fmall 
gullet with the inner harbour, which embraced the city on both fidas. 

C*far and Nature have laboured for its ruin ; and againft fuch agents, 
what are the feeble efforts of the Neapolitan government ! (Swin- 
burne’s Travels in the t\vo Sicilies, vol. i. p. J?4— *390.) 

yoL. X, X own 
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^ L\M ^ brother and two 

1 / j fons, to the event of a naval combat. The do- 

minion of the fea was difputed in three engage- ^ 
ments, in fight of the iiland of Corfu : in the 
two former, the Ikill and numbers of the allies 
were fuperior ; but in the third, the Normans ob- 
tained a final and complete victory The light bri- 
gantines of the Greeks were fcattered in ignominious 
night : the nine caftles of the Venetians maintained 
a more obitinate conlli£t; feven were funk, two were 
taken ; two thoufand five hundred captives im- 
plored in vain the mercy of the victor ; and the 
daughter of Alexius deplores the lofs of thirteen 
thoufand of his fubjeds or allies. The want of 
experience had been fupplied by the genius of 
Guifeard ; and each evening, when he had 
founded a retreat, he calmly explored the caufes 
of his repulfe, and invented new methods how 
to remedy his own defefts, and to baffle the 
advantages of the enemy. The winter feafon 
fufpended his progrefs : with the return of fpring 
he again afpired to the conquell of Conftan- 
tinople ; but, inftead of traverfing the hills of 
Epirus, he turned his arms againll Greece and 
the illands, where the fpoils would repay the 
labour, and where the land and fea forces might 
purfiie their joint operations with vigour and ef- 
fe£l. But, in the ifle of Cephalonia, his pro- 
s' William of Apulia (I. v. p. zy6.) deferibes the viflory of the 
Normans, and forgets the two previous defeats, which are diligently 
recorded by Anna Comnena (I. vi. p. 159, 160, 161.). In her 
turn, file invents or magnifies a fourth aflion, to give the V'enctiaiis 
revenge and rewards. Tlieir own feelings were far different, fince 
they depolcd their doge, propter excidiutii ftoli (Dandulus in Chron. 

' in Muratori, Script. Iteruin Italicaiuin, tom. xti. p. 249.). 

jeds 
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jects were fatally blafted by an epidemical difeafe ; 
Robert himfel/, in the feventieth year of his age, 
expired in his tent ; and a fufpicion of poifon 
was imputed, by public rumour, to his wife, or 
to the Greek emperor 9-. This premature death 
might allow a boundlefs fcope for the imagination 
of his future exploits ; and the event fufficiently 
declares, that the Norman greatnefs was founded 
on his life 93. Without the appearance of an 
enemy, a vidorious army difperfed or retreated 
in diforder and confternation ; and Alexius, who 
had trembled for his empire, rejoiced in his 
deliverance. The galley which tranfported the 
remains of Guifcard was fhipwrecked on the 
Italian fhore ; but the duke’s body was recovered 
from the fea, and depofited in the fepulchre of 
Venufia94, a place more illuftrious for the birth of 

9 ^ The moft authentic writtrs, William of Apulia (I. v. 177.), 
JeflFrey Malaterra (1. iii. c. 41. p. 589.), and Romuald of Salerno 
(Chi-on. in Muratori, Script. Rcrum Ital. tom. vii.), are ignorant 
of this crime fo apparent to our counti7mcn William of Malmlbury 
( 1 . iii. p. 107.), and Roger de Hoveden (p. 710. in Script, pod 
Bedam) ! and the latter can tell, how the juft Alexius married j 
crowned, and burnt alive, his female accomplice. The Englifh hif- 
torian is indeed fo blind, that he ranks Robert Guifcard, or Wifcard, 
among the knights of Henry I. who alcended the throne fifteen years 
after the duke of Apulia’s death. 

*3 The joyful Anna Comnena fcatters fome flowers over the grave 
of an enemy (Alexiad, I. v. p. 162 — 166.) : and his heft praife is 
the efteem and envy of William the Conqueror, the fovercign of his 
family. Graccia ffays Malaterra) hoftibus recedentibus libera laeta 
quievit : Apulia tota five Calabria turbatur. 

9 + Urbs Venufina nitet tantis decorata fepulchrls, 
is one of the laft lines of the Apulian’s poem ( 1 . v. p. 278.). Wil. 
liam ofMalmfbury ( 1 . iii. p. 107.) inferts an epitaph on Guifcard, 
which is not worth tranfcribing. 

X 2 Horace, 



3«7 

CHAP. 

LVI. 

U— 1 

His death 
A.D. ' 
108s, 
July 17. 
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^ lvL^ Horace than for the burial of the Normaft 
^ heroes. Roger, his fecond fon and fuccelTor, 
immediately funk to the humble ftation of , a 
duke of Apulia : the efteem or partiality 'of hia 
father left the valiant Bohemond to the inhe- 
ritance of his fword. The national tranquillity 
\vas difturbcd by his claims, till the firft erufade 
againfl the infidels of the Eaft opened a more 
fplendid field of glory and conqueft 
Reign ami Of human life, the mofi; glorious of humblp 
profpeds are alike and foon bounded by the 
great count fepulchre- The male line of Robert Guifeard 
^.0^1101 extinguiflied, ’both in Apulia and at Antioch,, 
—1154- in the fecond generation ; but his younger bro- 
' ther became the father of a line of kings ; and 
the fon of the great count was, endowed with ' 
the name, the conquefts, and the fpirit, of the 
firft Roger ’L The heir of that Norman ad- 
venturer was born in Sicily 3. and, at the age 
,, of only four years, he ‘fucceeded to the fove- 

teignty of the ifland, a lot which reafon might 
envy, could Ihe indulge for a moment the vi- 

. 95 Yet Horace had few obligations to Venufia : he was carried fo 

Rome in his childhood (Serm. i. 6.) ; and his repeated allufions to 
the doubtful limit of Apulia and Lucania (Carm.iii. 4. Serm. ii. i.}, 
are unworthy of his age and genius. , 

SceGlannone (tom. ii, p. S6— 93.), and the hillorians of th* 
Jirft erufade. 

The reign of Roger, and the Norman kings of Sicily, fills four 
' ■ books of the Iftoria Civile of Giannone (tom ii. 1 . xi — xlv. p. 1 36— 
340.), and is fpread over the ix<i> and x'>> volumes of the Italian An- 
. nals of Muratori. In the Bibliothcque Italique (tom. i. p. 175— 
aix.) I find an ufeful ahftraft of Capccelatro, a modern Neapolitan, 
who has compofed, in two volumes, the hillory of his country from. 
Roger I, to Frederic II. indufive, 

fionary,. 
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fionai'y, though virtuous, wilh of dominion, 

Had Roger been content with his fruitful pa- 
trimony, an happy and grateful people might 
have blelTed their benefador; and, if a wife 
•adminiftration could have reflored the profperous 
times of the Greek colonies 9®, the opulence 
and power of Sicily alone might have equalled 
■the wideft fcope that could be acquired and 
defolated by the fword of war. But the ambition 
of the great count was ignorant of thefe noble 
purfuits ; it was gratified by the vulgar means 
of violence and artifice. He fought to obtain 
the undivided pofleflion of Palermo, of which one 
moiety had been ceded to the elder branch ; 
ftruggled to enlarge his Calabrian limits beyond 
the meafure of former treaties ; and impatiently 
watched the declining health of his coufin William 
of Apulia, the grandfon of Robert, On the firft 
Intelligence of bis premature death, Roger failed A. D- 
from Palermo with feven gallies, call anchor in 
the bay of Salerno, received, after ten days ne- 
gociation, an oath of fidelity from the Norman 
capital, commanded the fubmiflion of the barons, 
and extorted a legal invefliture from the reluctant 
popes, who could not long endure either the 
friendfliip or enmity of a powerful vaflal. The 
facred fpot of Benevento was refpeftfully fpared, 

" as the patrimony of St. Peter j but the reduction 

Accorduig to the tcllimony of Philiftus and Diodorus, the ty- , 
irant Dionyfius of Syracufc could maintain a Handing force of io,ooo 
liorfc, 100,000 foot, and 400 gallics. Compare Hume (Effays, vol.i. 
p. z6S. 435.) and his adverfiry Wallace (Numbers of Mankind, 
p. 306, 307.). The ruins of Agrigcnium arc the theme of every 
traveller, d’Orville, Ruidefcl, Swinburne, &c, 
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CHAP. 

LV[. 



I 



Fuft king 
of Sicily, 
A. D. 
1130, 
Dec. 25— 
A.D. 

•> 39 . 
July 25. 



of Capua and Naples completed the defign of his 
uncle Guifeard ; and the foie inheritance of the 
Norman conquefts was poffefled by the viftorious 
Roger. A confeious fuperiority of power and. 
merit prompted him to difdain the titles of duke 
and of count ; ‘ and the ifle of Sicily, with a third 
perhaps of the continent of Italy, 'might form 
the bafis of a kingdom ^9 which would only yield 
to the monarchies of France and England. The 
chiefs of the nation who attended his coronation 
at Palermo, might doubtlefs pronounce under 
what name he fhould reign over them ; but the 
example of a Greek tyrant or a Saracen emir 
were infufficient to jullify his regal charafter ; 
and the nine kings of the Latin world might 
difclaim their new alTociate, unlefs he were con- 
fecrated by the authority of the fupreme pontiff. 
The pride of Anacletqs was pleafed to confer a 
title, which the pride of the Norman had Hooped 
to folicit ; but his owm legitimacy was attacked 
by the adverfe eledion of Innocent the fecond ; 
and while Anacletus fat in the Vatican, the fuc- 

cefsful 



99 A contemporary hiftorian of the afts of Roger from the year 
1127 to 1135, founds his title on merit and power, the confent of 
the barons, and the ancient royalty of Sicily and Palermo, without 
introducing pope Anacletus (Alexand. Coenobii Telelini Abbatis de 
Rebus gcltis Regis Rogerii, lib. iv, in Muratori, Script. Rcrum 
Ital. tom. V. p. 607 — 645.). 

100 The kings of France, England, Scotland, Caftille, Arragon, 
Navarre, Sweden, Denmark, and Hungary. The three firlt were 
more ancient than Charlemagne : the three next were created by their 
fword, the three lall by their baptilin ; and of thefe'the king of 
Hungary alone was honoured or debafed by a papal crown. 

10' Fazellus, and a crowd of Sicilians, had imagined a more early 
and independent coronation (A, D, 1130, May i), which Giannonc 

vnwillingly 
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cefsful fugitive was acknowledged by the nations ^ P. 
of Europe. The infant monarchy of Roger was ^ / 

Ihaken, and almofl overthrown, by the unlucky 
choice of an ecclefiaftical patron; and the fword 
of Lothaire the fecond of Germany, the excom- 
munications of Innocent, the fleets of Pifa, and 
the zeal of St. Bernard, were united for the ruin 
<jf the Sicilian robber. After a gallant refiltance, 
the Norman prince was driven from the continent 
of Italy ; a new duke of Apulia was invefted by 
the pope and the emperor, each of whom held 
one end of the goifanou, or flag-ftafl', as a token 
that they aflerted their right; and fufpended their 
quarrel. But fuch jealous friendfliip was of fliort 
and precarious duration : the German armies foon 
vaniflied in difeafe and defertion : the Apulian 
duke, with all his adherents, was exterminated 
by a conqueror, who feldom forgave either the 
dead or the living ; like his predecelTor Leo the 
ninth, the feeble though haughty pontilF became 
the captive and friend of the Normans ; and their 
reconciliation was celebrated by the eloquence 
of Bernard, who now revered the title and vir- 
tues of the king of Sicily. 

As a penance for this impious war againfl: His con- 
tJie fucceffor of St. Peter, that monarch might " 

A.D iTiz 

unwillingly rejects (tom. ii. p. 137 — 1+4.). This fiftion is liif- — U5i« 
proved by the filcnce of contemporaries ; nor can it be rcltorci! by a 
Ipurious charter of Meflina (Muratori, Annali d'ltalia, tom. ix. 
p. 340. Pagi, Critica, tom. iv. p. 467, 468.). 

Roger comiptcd the fecend fierfon of Lothaire’s army, who 
founded, or rather cried, a retreat : for the Germans (fays Cinnamus, 

J. iii. c. i. p. 51.) are ignorant of the ufe of trumpets. Mod igno- 
rant himfelf ! 

X 4 , have 
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CHAP, have promifed to difplay the banner of the crofsV ; 

^ I and he accomplHhed with ardour a vow fo pro- 
pitious to his intereft and revenge. The recent . 
injuries of Sicily might provoke a juft retaliation ^ 
on the heads of the Saracens : the Normans, whofe 
blood had been mingled with fo many fubjeft 
ftreams, were encouraged to remember and emu- 
late the naval trophies of their fathers, and in the 
maturity of their ftrength they contended with 
the decline of an African power. When the 
Fatimite caliph departed for the conqueft of Egypt, 
he rewarded the reaf merit and apparent fidelity oF 
his fervant Jofeph, with a gift of his royal mantle, and 
. forty Arabian horfes, his palace, with its fumptuous 
furniture, and the government of the kingdoms of 
Tunis and Algiers. The Zeirides the de- 
fendants of Jofeph, forgot their allegiance and 
gratitude to a diftant benefaftor, grafped and 
abufed the fruits of profperity ; and after running 
the little courfe of an Oriental dynafty, were now- 
fainting in their own weaknefs. On the fide of 
the land, they were prefled by the Almohades, 
the fanatic princes of Morocco, while the fea- 
coaft was open to the enterprifes of the Greeks 
and Franks,' who, before the clofe of the eleventh 
century, had extorted a ranfora of two hundred 
thoufand pieces of gold. By the firft arms of 
Roger, the ifland or rock of Malta, which has 
been fince ennobled by a military and religious 
colony, was infeparably annexed to the crown 

’”3 Scede Guignes, Hilt. Generale des Huns, tom. i. p. 369—373* 
and Cardonne, Hift. de I’Afrique, &c. I'ous la Domination dcs 
AfubeSf tom, ii. p. 70—144. Their common original appears to be 
Uovairi. 
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6f Sicily. Tripoli a ftrong and maritime city 
was the next object of his attack ; and the flaugh- 
ter of the males, the captivity of the females, 
might be juftified by the frequent praclice of the 
Moflems themfelves. The capital of the Zeirides 
was named Africa from the country, and Ma- 
hadia‘°5 from the Arabian founder; it is ftrongly 
built on a neck of land, but the imperfection of 
the harbour is not compenfated by the fertility 
of the adjacent plain. Mahadia was befieged by 
George the Sicilian admiral, with a fleet of one 
hundred and fifty gallies, amply provided with 
men and the inftruments of mifchief : the fove- 
reign had fled, the Moorifh governor refufed to 
capitulate, declined the laft and irrefiftible aflault, 
and fecretly efcaping with the Moflem inhabitants, 
abandoned the place and its treafufes to the ra- 
pacious Franks. In fucceffive expeditions, the 
king of Sicily or his lieutenants reduced the cities 
of Tunis, Safax, Capfia, Bona, and a long traft 
of the fea-coaft ; the fortreffes were garrifoned, 
the country was tributary, and a boaft, that it 
held Africa in fubjeclion, might be afcribed with 

Tripoli (fays the Nubian geographer, or more properly the 
Sherif al Kdrifi) urbs fortis, laxeo muro vallata, fita prope littus ma- ^ 
ris. Hanc expugnavit Rogerius, qui mulieribus captivis duftis, vi- ' 
ros pcremit. 

*05 See the geography of Leo Africanus (in Ramulio, lorn. i. fol. 

74.. verfo, fol. 75. re£lo), and Shaw’s Travels (p. no.), the vii'l* 
book of Thuanus, and the xi'*' of the Abbe de Vertot. The polTef- 
fion and defence of the place was offered by Charles V. and wifely de- 
clined by the knights of Malta. 

‘°® Pagi has accurately maiked the African conquefts of Roger j 
and his criticifm was fupplied by his friend the Abb^ de Longuerue, 
with feme Arabic memorials (A. P. *147, N* *6, *7. A. D. 1148, 

j6. a. D. 1153, N° 16.). , 

forac 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 

fome flattery on the fword of Roger After 
his death, that fword was broken ; and thcfe 
tranfmarine poflfeflions were neglefted, evacuated, 
or loft, under the troubled reign of his fuccef- 
for The triumphs of Scipio and Belifarius 
have proved, that the African continent is nei- 
ther inacceflible nor invincible : yet the great 
princes and powers of Chriftentlom have repeat- 
edly failed in their armaments againfl; the Moors, 
who may ftill glory in the eafy conquefl; and long 
fervitude of Spain. 

Since the deccafe of Robert Guifeard, the Nor- 
mans had relinquifltcd, above fixty years, their 
hoftile defigns againft the empire of the Eaft. 
The policy of Roger folicited a public and private 
union with the Greek princes, whofe alliance 
■\vould dignify his regal charaflier ; he demanded 
in marriage a daughter of the Comnenian family, 
and the firfl: fteps of the treaty feemed to promife 
a favourable event. But the contemptuous treat- 
ment of his anibalTadors exafperated the vanity 
of the new monarch ; and the infolence of the 
Byzantine court was expiated, according to the 
laws of nations, by the fufferings of a guiltlefs 
people With a fleet of feventy gallies, 

George 

Appulus et Calaber, Siculus milii lervlt ct Afer. 

A proud infeription, which denotes, that the Norman conqueror* 
were (lill difcriminated from their Cnriftian and Modem fubjcdls. 

Hujo Falcandus (Hift. Sicula, in Muratori Script, tom. vll. 
p. 270, 271-), aferibes thd’c Ioffes to the neglect or treachery of the 
admiral Majo. 

109 The iilence of the Sicilian hidorians, who end too foon or be- 
gin too late, mull be fupplied by Otho of Frilingen, a German (de 
Geliis Fredeiici I. 1 . i. c. 33. in Muratori Script, tom. vi. p. 668.), 

the 
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George the admiral of Sicily appeared before chap, 
Corfu : and both the ifland and city were deli- 
vered into his hands by tlie difaftefted inhabitants, ' 
who had yet to learn that a fiege is ftill more 
calamitous than a tribute. In this invafion, of 
fome moment in the annals of commerce, the 
Normans fpread themfelves by fea, and over the 
provinces of Greece ; and the venerable age of 
Athens, Thebes, and Corinth, was violated by 
rapine and cruelty. Of the wrongs of Athens 
no memorial remains. The ancient walls, which 
encompalTcd without guarding the opulence of 
Thebes, were fcaled by the Latin Chrii'lians ; but 
their foie ufe of the Gofpel was to fanQify an 
oath, that the lawful owners had not fecreted any 
relic of their inheritance or induftry. On the 
approach of the Normans the lower town of 
Corinth was evacuated: the Greeks retired to 
the citadel, which was feated on a lofty eminence, 
abundantly w^atered by the claflic fountain of 
Pirene ; an impregnable fortrefs, if the want of 
courage could be balanced by any advantages of 
art or nature. As foon as the befiegers had fur- 
mounted the labour (their foie labour) of climb- 
ing the hill ; their general, from the command- 
ing eminence, admired his own viftory, and 
tellified his gratitude to heaven, by tearing from 
the altar the precious image of Theodore the 
tutelary faint. The filk weavers of both fexes, 

W'hom George tranfported to Sicily, compofed 

the Venetian Andrew Damhilus (Id. tom. xii. p. i8i; 283.), and the 
Greek, writers Cinnamus ( 1 . iii. c. 2 — 5.) and Nicetas (in Manuel. 

J. ii. c. 1—6.). 

. the 
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C P- the mofl valuable part of the fpoil, and in corn* 
U— paring the fkilful induftry of the mechanic wkh 
• • ' the floth and cowardice of the foldier, he waiy 
- heard to exclaim, that the diftaff and loom were 
the only weapons which the Greeks were capable 

Ml d^fivers progrefs of this naval armament 

Louis VII. was marked by two confpicuous events, the 
•if ranee: j-gfeue of the king of France, and the infult of 
the Byzantine capital. In his return by fea from 
an unfortunate crufade, Louis the feventh was 
intercepted by the Greeks, who bafely violated 
the laws of honour and religion. The fortunate 
encounter of the Norman fleet delivered the royal 
captive ; and after a free and honourable enter- 
tainment in the court of Sicilv, Louis continued 
Conftantl- joumey to Rome and Paris In the ab- 
nopie. fence of the emperor, Conftantinople and the Hel- 
lefpont were left without defence and without 
the fufpicion of danger. The clergy and people, 
for the foldiers had followed the ftandard of Ma- 
nuel, were *aftonilhed and difmayed at the hoftile 
appearance of a line of gallies, which boldly call 
anchor in the front of the Imperial city. The 
forces of the Sicilian admiral were inadequate to 
the fiege or aflault of an immenfe and populous 
metropolis : but George enjoyed the glory of 
humbling the Greek arrogance, and of mark- 

no To this imperfeft capture and fpeedy refeue, I apply tlie 
ireip oXtyov riX^i tb aXui/xi, of Cinnamus, 1 . ii. ,c. 19. p. 49. 
Muratori, on tolerable evidence (Annali d’ltalia, tom. ix. p. 42b, 
421.), laughs at the delicacy of the French, who maintain, mai ifque 
nullo iinpediente periculo ad regnum propiium reverfum eflfe: yet I 
obl'erve that their advocate, Ducange, is lefs pofitive as the coininen- 
latur on Cinr.;unus, than as the editor of Joinville, 

ing 
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log the path of conqueft to the navies of < 
the Weft. He landed fome foldiers to rifle the 
fruits of the royal gardens, and pointed with 
filver, or more probably with fire, the arrows 
which he difcharged againft the palace of the 
Csefars”'. This playful outrage of the pirates 
of Sicily, who had furprifed an unguarded mo- 
ment, Manuel afiecled to defpife, while his niar- 
tial fpirit, and the forces of the empire, were 
awakened to revenge. The Archipelago and 
Ionian fea were covered with his fquadrons and 
thofe of Venice; but I know not by what fa- 
vourable allowance of tranfports, viftuallers, and 
pinnaces, our reafon, or even our fancy, can be 
reconciled to the ftupendous account of fifteen, 
hundred veflels, which is propofed by a Byzantine 
hiftorian. Thefe operations were directed with 
prudence and energy : in his homeward voyage, 
George loft nineteen of his gallies, which were 
feparated and taken : after an obftinate defence,- 
■Corfu implored the clemency of her lawful fove- 
reign ; nor could a Ihip, a foldier of the Nor mart 
prince, be found, unlefs as a captive, w'ithin the 
'limits of the Eaftern empire. The profperity and 
the health of Roger were already in a declining 
ftate : while he liftened in his palace of Palermo 
to the meflengers of viclory or defeat, the invin- 
cible Manuel, the foremoft in every aflaulf, was. 

In palatium regium fag'ittas igncas injecit, fays Dandulus 
but Nicctus, 1. ii. c. 8. p. 66. transforms them into BrAn ctpyiVTOsg 
ixrpixKTH;, and adds, that Manuel ftyleJ this infuU 

7ra»yw5i>, and ytAwrct AtirtUcvTa. Thefe arrows, by 

the compiler, Vincent de Beavrals, arc again uanliauted into gold. 

celebrated 
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He reduces 
Apulia and 
Calabria, 

A.D. 



1155. 



celebrated by the Greeks and Latins as the Alex-* 
ander or Hercules of the age. 

A prince of fuch a temper could not be fa- 
tisfied with having repelled the infolence of a 
Barbarian. It was' the right and duty, it might 
be the interefl; and glory, of Manuel to reflore 
the ancient majcfty of the empire, to recover the 
provinces of Italy and Sicily, and to chaftife 
this pretended king, the grand fon of a Norman 
vafl’al Tile natives of Calabria were ftill at- 
tached to the Greek language and worlhip, which 
had been inexorably profcribed by the Latin 
clergy : after the lofs of her dukes, Apulia was 
chained as a fervile appendage to the crown of 
Sicily : the founder of the monarchy had ruled 
by the fword ; and his death had abated the fear, 
without healing the difcontent, of his fubjefts : 
the feudal government was always pregnant with 
the feeds of rebellion ; and a nephew of Roger 
himfelf invited the enemies of his family and 
nation. The majefly of the purple, and a feries 
of Hungarian and Turkilh wars, prevented Manuel 
from embarking his perfon in the Italian expedi- 
tion. To the brave and noble Palasologus, his 
lieutenant, the Greek monarch entrufted a fleet 
and army : the fiege of Bari was his firft exploit ; 
and, in every operation, gold as well as fteel was 
the inflrument of vidory. Salerno, and forae 



For the invaficn of Italy, which is almoft overlooked by Ni- 
cetas, fee the more polite hiftory of Cinnamus ( 1 . iv. c. 1—15. p. 

78 — loj.), who introduces a diffufe narrative by a lofty profcfiion, 
TTipt TTYti SiJctXiaf Tf, Kxi Tti{ lrx\uu t(jy.;rrTiro tc; ' 

XXI IX'JTXi VufAXKH^ XVX(TU7XnB. 

places 
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places along the weftern coad, maintained their 
fidelity to the Norman king ; but he loft in two 
campaigns the greater part of his continental 
pofteffions ; and the modeft emperor, difdaining 
all flattery and falfehood, was content with the 
reduftion of three hundred cities or villages of 
Apulia and Calabria, whofe names and titles were 
infcribed on all the walls of the palace. The 
prejudices of the Latins were gratified by a ge- 
nuine or ficlitious donation, under the feal of the 
German Cicfars "3 j but the fucceffor of Con- 
ftantine foon renounced this ignominious pretence, 
claimed the indefeafible dominion of Italy, and 
profefled his defign of chacing the Barbarians be- 
yond the Alps. By the artful fpeeches, liberal 
gifts, and unbounded promifes, of their Eaftern 
ally, the free cities were encouraged to perfevere 
in their generous ftruggle againft the defpotifm 
of Frederic Barbarolfa : the walls of Milan were 
rebuilt by the contributions of Manuel ; and he 
poured, fays the hiftorian, a river of gold into 
the bofom of Ancona, whofe attachment to the 
Greeks was fortified by the jealous enmity of the 
Venetians The fituation and trade of Ancona 
rendered it an important garrifon in the heart 
of Italy : it was twice befieged by the arms of 
Frederic ; the Imperial forces were twice repulftd 

The Latin, Otho (de Geftis Fmlerici I. I. ii. c. 30. p. 734.), 
attefts the forgery : the Greek, Cinnanius ( 1 . i. c. 4. p. 7S.), claims 
a promife of rellitution fj om Conrad and Frederic. An act of fraud 
is always credible when it is told of the Greeks. 

'‘+ Quod Anconitani Grsecum imperium niitiis diligerent 

Veneti fpeciali odio Anconam oderunt. The caufeof love, perhaps 
of envy, were the beneficia, flumcn aurcuni of the emperor ; and the 
Latin narrative is confirmed by Cinnamus ( 1 . iv. c. 14. p. 98.). 



3>9 

CHAP. 

LVI. 



His defign 
of acquir- 
ing Italy 
and the 
Weftern 
empire, 
A.D.1155 
—1174, 
&c. 



Digitized by Google 




THE DECLINE AND FALL 

\ 

by the fpirit of freedom j that fpirlt was animated , 
by the ambalTador of Conftantinople ; and the mo(t 
intrepid patriots, the mod faithflil fervants were 
rewarded by the wealth and honours of the By- 
zantine court “5. The pride of Manuel difdained 
and rejected a Barbarian colleague } his ambition 
.was excited by the hope of dripping the purple 
from the German ufurpers, and of eftablifhing, in 
the Weft, as in the Eaft, his lawful title of foie 
emperor of the Romans. With this view, he 
folicited the alliance of the people and the bilhop 
of Rome. Several of the nobles embraced the 
caufe of the Greek monarch ; the fplendid nuptials 
of his niece with Odo Frangipani, fecured the 
fupport of that powerful family and his royal 
ftandard or image was entertained with due reve- 
rence in the ancient metropolis During the 
quarrel between Fr^eric and Alexander the third, 
the pope twice received in the .Vatican the am- 
baffadors of Conftantinople. They flattered, his 
piety by the long-ptomifed union of the two 
.churches, tempted the avarice of his venal court, 
and exhorted the Roman pontift' to feize the juft 
.provocation, the favourable moment, to humble 

/ 

Muratoli mentions the two fiegcs of Ancona; the firft in 
1167, againd Frederic I. in perfon (Annali, tom. x. p. 39, &c.) ; 
tJic fecond, in 1173, againd his lieutenant Chridian, arclibilhop of 
Mentz, a man unworthy of his name and office (p. 76, &c.). It is 
of the fccond fiege, that we poffefs an original narrative, which he 
has publidied in his great coUeftion (tom. vl. p. 921 — 946-). 

Wederive this anecdote from an anonymous chronicle of Foflk. 
tfova, publlfhed by Muratori (Script. Ital. tom. vii. p. 874.). 

The BaKTiXfiov fftijiAficv of Cinnamus (l.iv, c. 14. p. 99.), 

Is fufceptible of tliis double fenfe. A dandard is more Latin, an 
Image nore Greek. 

the 
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the favage infolence of the Alemanni, and to 
acknowledge the true reprefentative of Conftantine V- — 
and Auguflus - » 

But thefe Italian conquefts, this univerfal reign, Failure of 
foon efcaped from the hand of the Greek em- fign,! 
peror. His firft demands were eluded by the 
prudence of Alexander the third, who paufed on 
this deep and momentous revolution ; nor could 
the pope be feduced by a perfonal difpute to 
renounce the perpetual inheritance of the Latin 
name. After his re-union with Frederic, he fpoke 
a more peremptory language, confirmed the afts 
of his predeceifors, excommunicated the adherents 
of Manuel, and pronounced the final reparation 
of the churches, or at lead the empires, of 
Conftantinople and Rome The free cities of 
Lombardy no longer remembered their foreign 
benefactor, and without preferving the friendfliip 
of Ancona, he foori incurred the enmity of Ve- 
nice’^'. By his own avarice or the complaints of 



Nibilhominus quoqlie petebat, ut quia occafio jufta et tempus 
opportunuin et acccptabile fe obtulerant, Romani corona imperii a 
fanfto apoltolo fibi redderetur ; quonlam nbn ad Frcderici Alamanni, 
fe<l ad Ilium jus afleniit peninere (Vit. Alexandri III. a Cardinal. 
Arragoniae, in Script. Rerum Ital. tom. iii. par. i. p. 458.). His 
fecond embalTy was accompanied cum immenfa multitudine pecunia- 
rum. 

"9 Nimis aha et perplexa funt (Vit. Alexandri III. p. 460, 
461.), fays the cautious pope. 

MrJiv (AS(Tou iiiiaci Xiycov tw veorspx irpof tyiv 

vpicr(i-jTif»v irxXuiXirofpoi, ysuruD (Cinnamus, 1 . iv. c. 14. p. 
99.). 

In his vltl> book, Cinnamus defcrlbes the Venetian war, which 
Nicetas has not thought worthy of his attention. The Italian ac- 
counts, which do not fatisfy our curiofity, are reported by the annalill 
Muratori, under the years 1 171, &c. ' 

r.VoL. X. Y " his 
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CHAP, his Ivibjefts, the Greek emperor was provoked to- 

^ j arreft the perfons, and confifcate the effects, of 
the Venetian merchants. This violation of the 
public faith exafperated a free and commercial 
people : one hundred gallies were launched and 
armed in as many days j they fwept the coafts of 
Dalmatia and Greece ; but after fome mutual ' 
wounds, the war waS terminated by an agreement^ 
inglorious to the empire, infufficient for the re- 
public ; and a complete vengeance of thefe and 
of frefh injuries, was referved for the fucceeding^ 
generation. The lieutenant of Manuel had in- 
formed his fovereign, that he was ftrong enough 
to quell any domeftic revolt of Apulia and Ca- 
labria ; but that his forces were inadequate to 
refill the impending attack of the king of Sicily. 

His prophecy was foon verified : the death of 
Palaeologus devolved the command on feveral 
chiefs, alike eminent in rank, alike defeftive ia 
military talents ; the Greeks were oppreffed by 
land and fea ; and a captive remnant that efcaped 
the fwords of the Normans and Saracens, abjured 
all future hoflility againft the perfon or dominions 
of their conqueror Yet the king of Sicily 
efteemed the courage and conftancy of Manuel, 
who had landed a fecond army on the Italian 
Ihore : he refpeftfully addreffed the new Juftinian j 
folicited a peace or truce of thirty years, accepted 

This viflory is mentioned by Romuald of Salerno (in Mura- 
tori. Script. Ital. tom. vii. p. 19S.). It is whimfical enough, that 
in the praife of the king of Sicily, Cinnamus ( 1 . iv. c. 13. p. 97, 98.) 
is much warmer and copious than Falcandus (p. *68. *70.). Bus 
the Greek is fond of defcriptlon, and the Latin hillorian is not fond 
of William the Bad, 

as 
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as a gift, the regal title ; and acknowledged him- ^ P* 
felt the military vaflal of the Roman empire i_, — 

The Byzantine Ca^fars acquiefced in this fhadow 
of dominion, without expeding, perhaps without mans, 
defiring, the fervice of a Norman army ; and the 
truce of thirty years was not difturbed by any 
hoftilities between Sicily and Conftantinople. 

About the end of that period, the throne of 
Manuel was ufurped by an inhuman tyrant, who 
had deferved the abhorrence of his country and 
mankind : the fword of William the fecond, the 
grandfon of Roger, was drawn by a fugitive of 
the Cornnenian race j and the fubjeds of Andro- 
nicus might falute the ftrangers as friends, -fince 
they detefied their fovereign as the word of ene- 
mies. The Latin hiftorians expatiate on the Laftwarof 
rapid progrefs of the four counts who invaded 
Romania with a fleet and army, and reduced mans, 
many caftles and cities to the obedience of the 
king of Sicily. The Greeks accufe and mag- 
nify 

’*3 Por the EpIfUe of William I. fee Cinnamus ( 1 . !v. c. 15. p. 

101, lox.), and Nicetas ( 1 . ii. c. 8.). It is difficult to afhrm, whe- 
ther thefe Greeks deceived themfelves, or the public, in thefe flatter- 
ing portraits of the grandeur of the empire. 

*^■*1 can only quote of original evidence, the poor chronicles of 
Sicardof Cremona (p, 603.), and of Foffa Nova (p. 875.), as they 
are piiblilhed in the vii‘>' tome of Muratori’s hiftorians. The king 

of Sicily fent his troops contra nequitiam Andronici ad ac- 

quirendum imperium C. P. They were capti aut confufi 

decepti captique, by Ifaac. 

By the failure of Cinnamus, we are now reduced to Nicetas 
(in Andronico, 1 . i. c. 7, 8, 9. 1 , ii. c. i. in Ifaac Angelo, 1 . i. c. 1 
—4.), who notv becomes a refpeftable contemporary. As he fur- 
vived the emperor and the empire, he is above flattery : but the fall 
of Conftantinople exafperated his prejudices againft the Latins. For 

Y i the 
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„ ” 54 . 
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A. D. 
1 166, 
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nify the wanton and facrilegious cruelties that 
were perpetrated in the fack of Theffalonica, the 
fecond city of the empire. The former deplore 
the fate of thofe invincible but unfufpeding war- 
riors who were deftroyed by the arts of a van- 
quifhed foe. The latter applaud, in fong.s of tri- 
umph, the repeated vidfories of their countrymen 
on the fea of Marmora or Propontis, on the banks 
of the Strymon, and under the walls of Durazzot. 
A revolution which puniflied the crimes of An- 
dronicus, had united againfl; the Franks the 
zeal and courage of the fuccefsful infurgents : 
ten thoufand were flain in battle, and Ifaac 
Angelus, the new emperor, might indulge his 
vanity or vengeance in the treatment of four 
thoulknd captives. Such was the event of the laft 
contell between the Greeks and Normans : before 
the expiration of twenty years, the rival nations 
w’ere loft or degraded in foreign fervitude : and 
the fucceffors of Conftantine did not long furvive 
to infult the fall of the Sicilian monarchy. 

The fceptre of Roger fucceffively devolved to 
his fon and grandfon : they might be confounded 
under the name of William ; they are ftrongly 
difcriminated iby the epithets of the bad and the 
good: but thefe epithets, which appear to defcribe 
the perfeftion of vice and virtue, cannot ftritftly 
be applied to either of the Norman princes. 
When he was roufed to arms by danger and 
fhame, the firft William did not degenerate from 



the honour of learning I fliall obferve that Homer’s great com- 
mentator, Euftathius archb'ftiop of Theffalonica, refufed to dcfert his 
iioclc. 

the 
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rile valour of his race ; but his temper was floth- ^ p. 
ful ; his manners were diflblute ; his pafllons >- ^ i 

headftrong and mifchievous ; and the monarch is 
refponfible, not only for his perfonal vices, but 
for thofe of Majo, the great admiral, who abufed 
the confidence, and confpired againfl the life, 
of his benefadlor. From the Arabian conquefl, 

Sicily had Imbibed a deep tinebure of Oriental 
manners ; the defpotifm, the pomp, and even the 
haram, of a fultan ; and a Chriftian people was 
opprefled and infulted by the afeendant of the 
eunuchs, who openly profefled, or fecretly che- 
rilhebl, the religion of Mahomet. An eloquent 
hiftorian of the times has delineated the mif- 
fortunes of his country : the ambition and fall 
of the ungrateful Majo ; the revolt and punilh- 
ment of his alfairms ; the imprifonment and de- 
liverance of the king himfelf j the private feuds 



J26 -pjje Hiftoria Sicula of Hugo Falcandus, which properly ex- 
tends from 1154 to 1169, is inferted in the vil‘*' volume of Muratori’s 
Colle£lion (tom. vii. p. 259 — 344-)) and preceded by an eloquent’ 
preface or epiftle (p. 251—258.), de Calamitatibus Siciliae. Falcan- 
dus has been ftyled the Tacitus of Sicily ; and, after a juft, but im- 
menfe, abatement, from the 1“ to the xii*'* century, from a fenator 
to a monk, I would not ftrip him of his title : his narrative is rapid 
and perfpicuous, his ftyle bold and elegant, his obfervation keen : he 
bad ftudied mankind, and feels like a man. I can only regret the ' 
narrow and barren field on which his labours have been caft. 

»27 The laborious Benediftines (I’Art de verifier les Dates, p. 
S96.) are of opinion, th.at the true name of Falcandus, is Fulcandus, 
«r Foucault. According to them, Hngues Foucault, a Frenchman 
by birth, and at length abbot of St. Denys, had followed into Sicily 
his patron Stephen de laPerche, uncle to the mother of William II. 
archbiftiop of Palermo, and great chancellor of the kingdom. Vet 
Falcandus has all the feelings of a Sicilian t and the title of Alumnus 
(.which he beftows on himfelf), appears to indicate, that he was born, 
#r at leaft educated, in the illand. 

Y 3 that 
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CHAP, that arofe from the public confufion ; and the 
, j various forms of calamity and difcord which af- 

fiided Palermo, the ifland, and the continent, 
during the reign of William the firft, and the 
WiU'iam minority of his fon. The youth, innocence, and 
beauty of William the fecond endeared him 
to the nation : the factions were reconciled ; the 
May 7— laws w^erc revived ; and from the manhood to the 
premature death of that amiable prince, Sicily 
Nov. 1 6. enjoyed a fhort fealbn of peace, juftice, and hap- 

■ pinefs, whofe value was enhanced by the re- 

membrance of the paft and the dread of futurity. 
The legitimate male pofterity of Tancred of 



Lamenta- 
tion of the 
hiftorian 
Falcan- 
du$. 



Hauteville, was extinfl; in the perfon of the fecond 
William ; but his aunt, the daughter of Roger, 
had married the moft powerful prince of the age ; 
and Henry the fixth, the fon of Frederic Barba- 
rofla, defeended from the Alps, to claim the 
Imperial crown and the inheritance of his wife. 
Againft the unanimous wilh of a free people, this 
inheritance could only be acquired by arms ; and 
I am pleafed to tranlbribe the llyle and fenfe of 
the hiftorian Falcandus, who writes at the mo- 
ment and on the fpot, with the feelings of a 
patriot and the prophetic eye of a ftatefman. 
“ Conftantia, the daughter of Sicily, nurfed 
“ from her cradle in the pleafures and plenty, 

Fakand. p. 303. Ricliard de St. Germano begins his hiftory 
from the death and prail'es of William II. After fome unmeaning 
epithets, he thus continues : legis ct juftitiae cultus tempore fuo 
vigebat in regno ; fua erat quilibet forte contemns ; (were they 
mortals?) ubiquc pax, ubique fecurilas, nec latronum metuebat 
viator infidias, nec maris nauta offendicula piratarum (Script. 
Rerura Itak tom. vii. p. 969.). 



“ and 
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and educated in the arts and manners, of this ^ 
fortunate ifle, departed long fmce to enrich 
“ the Barbarians with our treafures, and now 
returns, with her favage allies, to contaminate 
“ the beauties of her venerable parent. Already 
“ I behold the fwarms of angry Barbarians : our 
“ opulent cities, the places flourifhing in a long 
“ peace, are fhaken with fear, defolated by 
“ {laughter, confumed by rapine, and polluted 
“ by intemperance and lull. I fee the maffacre 
or captivity of our citizens, the rapes of our 
■“ virgins and matrons '*5. in this extremity (he 
“ interrogates a friend) how muft the Sicilians 
“ aft ? By the unanimous eleftion of a king 
“ of valour and experience, Sicily and Calabria 
“ might yet be prefer ved ; for in the levity 
“ of the Apulians, ever eager for new revolutions, 

“ I can repofe neither confidence nor hope*^'. 

“ Should Calabria be loft, the lofty towers, the 
numerous youth, and the naval ftrength, of 




Conftantia, primis acunabulis in delicianim Uianim aflluentia 
diutius educata, tuifqiie inftitutis, doitrinis et moribus infomiata, 
.tandem opibus tuis Barbaros delatura difeeffit : et nunc cum ingenti- 
bus copiis revmitur, ut pulchcrrima nutilcis ornamenta baibarica 

feeditate comaniinet Intueri mihi jam videor turbulentas bar- 

barorum acies .... civitates opulcmas et loca diutiima pace florentia, 
.rnetu concutere, cxde vaftare, raplnis atterere, et foedare luxuria: 
bine cives aut gladiis intercepti, aut fervitute deprefli, virgines con- 
ftupratae, matronae, &g. 

^■>0 Certe fi regem non dubisc viitutis elegerint, nec a Saracenig 
Chriftiani dilTentiant, potent lex creatus rebus licet quad defperali* 
et perditis fubvenire, et incurfus holUum, fi ptudenler egerit, pro- 
pulfare. . 

'3' In Apulis, qui, femper novitate gaudentes, novamm renim 
ftudiis agunUir, nihil arbitror fpci aut fidueix reponendum. 

- ' ¥4 “ Meflina, 
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“ Meffina might guard the paflage againft 
“ foreign invader. If the favage Germans co^ 
“ alefce with the pirates of Meflina ; if they de- 
ftroy with fire the fruitful region, fo often 
“ wafted by the fires of mount iEtna ^^3^ what 
“ refource will be left for the interior parts of 
“ the ifland, thefe noble cities which fhould never 
“ be violated by the hoftile footfteps of a Barba- 
“ rian'3^? Catana has again been overvi'helmed 
“ by an earthquake : the ancient virtue of Syra- 
“ cufe expires in poverty and folitude j but 
“ Palermo is ftill crowned with a diadem, and 
“ her triple walls inclofe the afliive multitudes of 
“ Chriftians and Saracens. If the two nations, 
“ under one king, can unite for their coitimon 
“ fafety, they may rulh on the Barbarians with 
“ invincible arms. But if the Saracens, fatigued 
“ by a repetition of injuries, Ihould now retire 
“ and rebel ; if they Ihould occupy the caftles of 
“ the mountains and fea-coaft, the unfortunate 
“ Chriftians, expofed to a double attack, and 
“ placed as it were between the hammer and the 
“ anvil, muft refign themfelves to hopelefs and 



’3* Si civium tuorum virtutem et audaciam attendas, .... muro- 
rum etiam ambitum denfis turribus circvimfepnim. 

*33 Cum cnidelitate piraticaTheutonum confiigatatrocitas, ct in- 
ter ambuljos lapides, et Ethn* flagrantis incendia, See. 

Earn partem, quam noblliffimarum civitatum fiiigor illuftrat, 
qu3E et toti regno fingulari meruit privilegio pratminere, nefarium 
eflet . . . . vel barbarorum ingrelTu pollui. I wi(h to tranferibe his 
florid, but curious, defeription of the palace, city, and luxuriant 
plain of Palermo. 

• 35 Vires non fuppetunt, et conatus tuos tarn inopia civium, quam 
paucitas bellatoruin clidunt. 

“ inevitable 
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inevitable fervitude We mull not forget, 
that a prieft here prefers his country to his reli- i_.— ,j 
gion ; and that the Modems, whofe alliance he 
feeks, were ftill numerous and powerful in the 
flate of Sicily. 

The hopes, or at lead: the wifhes, of Falcandus, 
were at firll gratified by the free and unanimous kingdom 
election of Tancred, the grandfon of the firll king, 
whofe birth was illegitimate, but whole civil and perorHen- 
military virtues Ihone without a blemilh. During 
four years, the term of his life and reign, he flood * ' 94 - 
in arms on the farthefl verge of the Apulian 
frontier, againfl the powers of Germany ; and 
the reflitution of a royal captive, of Conflantia 
herfelf, without injury or ranfom, may appear to 
furpafs the moll liberal meafure of policy or rea- 
fon. After his deceafe, the Idngdom of his widow 
and infant fori fell without a flruggle ; and Henry 
purfued his vidorious march from Capua to Pa- 
lermo. The political balance of Italy was de- 
ftroyed by his fuccefs ; and if the pope and the 
free cities had confultcd their obvious and real 
interefl, they wopld have combined the powers of 

’3® At vero, quia difficile ett Chriftianos in tanto rerum turbine, 
fnblato regis timorc Saraccnos non opprimere, fi Saraceni injurils fa- 
tigati ab eis cceperintdiffidere, ct caltella forte maritima vel montanas 
munitiones occupaverint ; ut hinc cum Theutonlcis fumma virtute 
pugnandum illinc Saraccnis crebris infultibus occurrendum, quid 
putas afluri funt Sicnli inter has depreffi angullias, et velut inter 
inalleum et inendem multo cum dlfcrimine conftitiiti ? hoc titiejue 
agent quod potenint, ut fc Barbaris miferabili conditlone dedentes, in 
eoruin fe conferant poteilatem. O ulinain plebis ct procerum, Chrif- 
tianorum ct Saraccnorum vota conveniant ; ut regein (ibi concorditer 
eligentes, barbaros totis viribus, toto conanime, totifque deliderils 
protwhare contendant. The Normans and Sicilians appear to be 
(unfounded. 

earth 
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earth' and heaven to prevent the dangerous union ^ 
j of the German empire with the kingdom of Sicily. 
But the fubtle policy, for which the Vatican has 
fo often been praifed or arraigned, was on this 
occafion blind- and inaftive ; and if it were true 
that Celefline the third had kicked away the Im- 
perial crown from the head of the proftrate 
Henry fuch an act of impotent pride could 
ferve only to cancel an obligation and provoke an 
enemy. The Genoefe, who enjoyed a beneficial 
trade and eftablifhment in Sicily, liftened to the 
promife of his boundlefs gratitude and fpeedy de- 
' parture'5®: their fleet commanded the ftreights of 
^ f Medina, and opened the harbour of Palermo ; 

^ and the firft aft of his government was to abolilh 

the privileges, and to feize the property, of thefe 
imprudent allies. The lafl; hope of Falcandus was 
defeated by the difcord of the Chriftians and 
Mahometans : they fought in the capital ; feveral 
thoufands of the latter were flain ; but their fur- 
viving brethren fortified the mountains, and dif- 
turbed above thirty years the peace of the ifland. 
By the policy of Frederic the fey:ond, fixty thou- 
land Saracens were tranfplanted to Nocera in 
Apulia. In their wars againft the Roman church, 
the emperor and his fon Mainfroy were ftrength- 

’57 The tellimony of an Eaglifliman, of Roger de Hoveden 
^p. 689.), will lightly weigh againft the filence of German and Ita- 
lian hiftory (Muralori, Annali d'ltalia, tom. x. p. 156.). The 
priefts and pilgrims, who returned from Rome, exalted, by every 
tale, the omnipotence of the holy father. 

'58 Ego cniin in eo cum Teutonicis manere non dcbeo (Caffari, 
Amial. Genuenfes, in Mtiratori, Script. Rtrum ItaUcarum, tom. 
%i. p. 367, 368.). 

fined 
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ened and difgraced by the fervice of the enemies 
of Chrift ; and this national colony maintained ■_ 
their religion and manners in the heart of Italy, 
till they were extirpated, at the end of the thir- 
teenth century, by the zeal and revenge of the 
houfe of Anjou All the calamities which the 
prophetic orator had deplored, were furpalTed by 
the cruelty and avarice of the German conqueror. 

He violated the royal fepulchres, and explored 
the fecret treafures of the palace, Palermo, and 
the whole kingdom : the pearls and jewels, how- 
ever precious, might be eafily removed ; but one 
hundred and fixty horfes were laden with the 
gold and filver of Sicily The young king, 
his mother and fillers, and the nobles of both 
fexes, were feparately confined in the fortreffes of 
the Alps ; and, on the flighteft rumour of re- 
bellion, the captives were deprived of life, of 
their eyes, or of the hope of pollerity. Conftantia 
herfelf was touched with fympathy for the mi- 
feries of her country j and the heirefs of the 

•39 For the Saracens of Sicily and Nocera, fee the Annals of Mu- 
ratoii (tom. x. p. 149. and A. D. 1123. 1247), Giannone (tom. ii. 
p. 385.), and of the originals, in Muratori’s Collcflion, Richard 
de St. Germano (tom. vii. p. 996.), Matteo SpineUi de Giovenazro 
(tom. vii. p. 1064.), Nicholas de Jamfilla (tom. x. p. 494.) and 
Matteo Villani (tom. xiv. 1 . vii. p. 103.). The laft of thefe infi- 
nuates, that in reducing the Saracens of Nocera, Charles II. of 
Anjou employed rather artifice than violence. 

Muratori quotes a paffage from Arnold of Lubec(l. iv. c. 20.) : 

Reperit thefauros abfeonditos, et omnem lapidum pretioforum et 

gemmaram gloriam, ita ut oneratis 160 fomariis, gloriofe ad terram 

fuam rc-dicrit. Roger de Hoveden, who mentions the violation of 

the royal tomb and corpfes, computes the fpoil of Salerno at 200,000 ‘ 

ounces of gold (p. 746.). On thefe occafions, I am almolt tempted 

to exclaim with the liftening maid in La Fontaine, “ Je voudrois 

“ bien avoir ce qui manque.” 

Norman 
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Norman line might ftruggle to check her defpotic 
hufband, and to fave the patrimony of her new- 
born fon, of an emperor fo famous in the next 
age under the name of Frederic the fecond. Ten 
years after this revolution, the French monarchs 
annexed to their crown the dutchy of Normandy : 
the fceptre of her ancient dukes had been tranf- 
mitted, by a grand-daughter of William the Con- 
queror, to the houfe of Plantagenet ; and the 
adventurous Normans, who had raifed fo many 
trophies in France, England, and Ireland, in 
Apulia, Sicily, and the Eaft, were loft, either 
in victory or fervitude, among the vanquiftied 
nations, 
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C II A P. LVII. 

T/je Turks of the Houfe of Seljiik. — Their RcvoU 
ogainjl Mahmud Conqueror of Hindojian. — Togrul 
fubdues Perfia, and proteds the Caliphs, — Defeat 
and Captivity of the Emperor Romanus Diogenes 
by Alp Arflen. — Power and Magnificence of Malck 
Shah. — Conquejl of Afia Minor and Syria. — State 
and Opprcjfton of Jcrufalcm. — Pilgrimages to the 
holy Sepulchre. 

F rom the Ifle of Sicily, the reader mull 

tranfport himfelf beyond the Cafpian Sea, > ^ j 

to the original feat of the Turks or Turkmans, 
againft whom the firft crufade was principally 
direfted. Their Scythian empire of the fixth 
century was long fince diflblved ; but the name 
was Hill famous among the Greeks and Orientals ; 
and the fragments of the nation, each a powerful 
and independent people, were fcattered over the 
defert from China to the Oxus and the Danube : 
the colony of Hungarians was admitted into the 
republic of Europe, and the thrones of Afia were 
occupied by flaves and foldlers of Turkilh ex- 
tradlion. While Apulia and Sicily were fubdued 
by the Norman lance, a fwarm of thefe northern 
fhepherds overfpread the kingdoms of Perfia : 
their princes of the race of Seljuk, erefted a 
fplendid and folid empire from Samarcand to the 
confines of Greece and Egypt ; and the Turks 
have maintained their dominion in Afia Minor, 

till 
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till the vlftorious crefcent has been planted on the 
dome of St. Sophia. 

One of the greatefl of the Turkifh princes, was 
Mahmood or Mahmud % the Gaznevide, who 
reigned in the eaftern provinces of Pcrfia, one 
thoufand years after the birth of Chrift. His 
father Sebectagi was the flave of the Have of the 
Have of the commander of the faithful. But in 
this defcent of fervitude, the firfh degree was 
merely titular, fince it was filled by the fovereign 
of Tranfoxiana and Chorafan, who ftill paid a 
nominal allegiance to the caliph of Bagdad. The 
fecond rank was that of a minifter of ftate, a 
lieutenant of the Samanides who broke, by his 
revolt, the bonds of political flavery. But the 
third flep was a ftate of real and domeftic fervi- 
tude in the family of that rebel ; from which Se- 
beftagi, by his courage and dexterity, afeended 
to the fupreme command of the city and province 
of Gazna % as the fon-in-law and fucceflbr of his 



I 



^ I am indebted for his cliarailer and hiftory to d’Herbelot (Bibli- 
otheque Orientale, Mahmud, p. 533—537.), M. de Guignes (Hif- 
toire des Huns, tom. iii. p. 155—173-), and our countryman Colonel 
Alexander Dow (vol. i. p. 13 — 83.). In the two firll volumes of 
his Hiftory of Hindoftan, he ftvles himfelf the tranflator of the Per- 
fian Feriflita; but in his florid text, it is not cafy to diftinguiflt the 
verfion and the original, 

® The dynafty of the Samanides, continued 125 years, A. D. S74. 
—999, under ten princes. See their fucceffion and ruin, in the Ta^ 
bles of M. de Guignes (Hift. des Huns, tom i. p. 404 — 406.). 
They were followed by the Gaznevides, A. D. 999 — 1183 (fee 
tom. i. p. 239, 240.). His divifion of nations often difturbs the 
feries of time and place. 

• * Gaznah hortos non habet ; eft emporium ct domicilium mcrca- 

turae Indicse. Abulfedx Geograph. Reifke, lab. xxiii. p. 349. 
d’Hcibclot, p. 364. It has not been vifacd by any modern tia- 
vellcr. 



grateful 
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grateful mailer. The falling dynafty of the Sa- 
manides was at firft prote£led, and at lad over- 
thrown, by their fervants ; and, in the public 
diforders, the fortune of Mahmud continually 
increafed. For him, the title of fultan^ vizs firft 
invented ; and his kingdom was enlarged fron% 
Tranfoxiana to the neighbourhood of Ifpahan, 
from the Ihores of the Cafpian to the mouth of 
the Indus. But the principal fource of his fame 
and riches was the holy war which he waged 
againft the Gentoos of Hindoftan. In this foreign 
narrative I may not confume a page ; and a vo- 
lume would fcarcely fuffice to recapitulate the bat- 
tles and fieges of his twelve expeditions. Never 
was the Mufulman hero difmayed by the incle- 
mency of the feafons, the height of the mountains, 
the breadth of the rivers, the barrennefs of the 
defert, the multitudes of the enemy, or the formi- 
dable array of their elephants of war 5. The ful- 
tan of Gazna furpafled the limits of the conquefts 

of 

Bj’ the ambaflTador of the caliph of Bagdad, who employed an 
Arabian or Chaldaic word that fignifics lord and mejler (d’Herbelot, 
p. 815.). It is interpreted A-jTOxpixru'p, BaixtXluf 
by the Byzantine wiitcrs of the xi'>' century ; and the name 
CEhXtolvoc, Soldanus) is familiarly employed in the Greek and 
Latin langaiagcs, after it had parted from the Gaznevides to the Sel- 
jukides, and other emirs of Alia and Egypt. Diicange (Diflertation 
xvi. fur Joinville, p. 23S — Z40. GlofT. Graec. et Latin.) labours to 
find the title of fultan in the ancient kingdom of Perfia ; but his 
proofs are mere lhadows : a proper name in the 'I'hemcs ot Coii- 
fiantlne (ii. 1 1.), an anticipation of Zonacas, &c. and a medal of 
Kai K-holiou, not (as he Itelicves) the SalTanide of the vitlt, but the 
Scljukide of Iconium of the xlii'** century (de Guignes, Hill, deg 
Huns, tom. i. p. 246.). 

5 Ferilhta (apud Dow, Hill, of Hindoltan, vol. i.p. 49.) mentions 
the report of a gun in the Indian army. But as I am flow in believ- 

iug 
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^Lvn^* of Alexander: after a march of three month?^ 
over the hills of Calhtnir and Thibet, he reached 
, the famous city of ■ Kinnoge on the Upper 
Ganges : and, in a naval combat oh one of the 
branches of the Indus, he fought and vanquifhed 
four thoufand boats of the natives. Dehli, Labor, 
and Multan, were compelled to open their gates ; 
the fertile kingdom of Guzarat attrafted his am- 
bition and tempted his flay ; and his avarice 
indulged the fruitlefs projeft of difcovering the 
golden and aronratic ifles of the Southern Ocean. 
On the payment of a tribute, the rajahs preferved 
their dominions ; the people, their lives and for- 
tunes; but to the religion of Hindoftan, the 
zealous Mufulman was cruel and inexorable : 
many hundred temples, or pagodas, were levelled 
with the ground ; many thoufand idols were de- 
moliflied ; and the fervants of the prophet were 
ftimulated and rewarded by the precious materials 
of which they were compofed. The pagoda of 
' Sumnat was fituate on the promontory of Guzarat, 
in the neighbourhood of Uiu, one of the laft 
■ remaining polfeflions of the Portuguefe It was 
endowed with the revenue of two thoufand vil- 

ftig this premature (A. D. 1008) ufc of artillery, I imift deilre ta 
ferutinixe firft the text, ami thtn the authority of Feiilhta, who lived 
in the Mogul court in the lall centurv. 

® KInnouge, or Canouge (the old Palimbothra) is marked in lati- 
tude 27=’ 3', longitude 80° 13'. See d’Anville (Antiquite de I’liide, 
p. 60 — 61.), correfted by the local knowledge of Major Kennel (in 
his excellent Memoir on his map of Hindooftan, p. 37 — 4.3.) : 300 

jewellers, 30,000 (hops for the areca nut, 60,000 bands of muficians, 
&c. (Abulfed. Geograph, tab. xv. p. 274. Dow, vol. i. p. 16.), 
will allow an ample deduflion. 

The idolaters of Europe, fays Ferillila (Dow, vol. i. p. 66.), 
Confult Abulfeda (p. 272.), and Renners map of Hindooftan. 

' lages ; 
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laires : two thoufand Brahmins were confecratcd chap. 
to the fervlce of the Deity, whom they waihed . ^ ^ ■ 

each morning and evening in water from the 
didant Ganges : the fubordinate minifters con- 

fided of three hundred muficians, three hundred 
barbers, and five hundred dancing girls, con- 
fpicuous for their birth or beauty. Three Tides 
of the temple were protected by the ocean, 
the narrow idhmus was fortified by a natural or 
artificial precipice ; and the city and adjacent 
country were peopled by a nation of fanatics. 

They confed'ed the fins and the punidnnent of 
Kinnoge and Dehli ; but if the impious dranger 
fhould prefume to approach their holy precincts, 
he would furely be overwhelmed by a blad of 
the Divine vengeance. By this challenge, the 
faith of Mahmud was animated to a perfonal trial 
of the drength of this Indian deity. Fifty thou- 
fand of his worfhippers were pierced by the fpear 
of the Modems : the walls were fcaled ; the fanc- 
tuary was profaned ; and the conqueror aimed a 
blow of his iron mace at the head of the idol. 

The trembling Brahmins are faid to have offered 
ten millions derling for his ranfom ; and it was 
urged by the wifed counfellors, that the dedruc- 
tion of a done image would not change the hearts 
of the Gentoos ; and that fuch a fum might be 
dedicated to the relief of the true believers. 

“ Your rcafons,” replied the Sultan, “ are fpe- 
“ cious and drong ; but never in the eyes of 
“ poderity diall Mahmud appear as a merchant 
“ of idols.” He repeated his blows, and a trea- 
fure of pearls and rubies, concealed in the 
VoL. X. Z belly 



Digitized by Googie 




33'S 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 



^L^vn^" ftatuc, explained in fome degree 

the devout prodigality of the Brahmins. The 
fragments of the idol were diftributed to Gazna, 



Ilis cha- 
racitT. 



Mecca, and Medina. 



Bagdad liftened 



to the 



edifying tale ; and Mahmud was fainted by the 
caliph with tlie title of guardian of the fortune and 
faith of Mahomet. 

From the paths of blood, and fiich is the hif- 
tory of nations, I cannot refufe to turn afide to 
gather fome flowers of fcience or virtue. The 
name of Mahmud the Gaznevide is frill venerable 
in the Eaft : his fubjedts enjoyed the bleflings of 
profperity and peace ; his vices were concealed by 
the veil of religion ; and two familiar examples 
will teftify his juflice and magnanimity. I. As he 
fat in the Divan, an unhappy fubjedl bowed be- 
fore the throne to accufe the infolence of a Turkifh 
foidler who had driven him from his houfe and 
bed. “ Sufpend your clamours,” faid Mahmud, 
“ inform me of his next vifit, and ourfelf in per- 
“ fon will judge and punilh the offender.” The 
fultan followed his guide, invefted the houfe with 
his guards, and extinguifliing the torches, pro- 
nounced the death of the criminal, who had been 
feized in the act of rapine and adultery. After the 
execution of his fentence, the lights were rekindled, 
Mahmud fell proftrate in prayer, and rifmg from 
the ground, denlanded fome homely fare, which 
he devoured with the voracioufnefs of hunger. 
The poor man, whofe injury he had avenged, 
was unable to fupprefs his aftonifliment and cu- 
riofity ; and the courteous monarch condefeended 
to explain the motives of this fmgular behaviour. 

“ I had 
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I had reafon to fufpefl: that none except one of 
“ my fons could dare to perpetrate Inch an out- 
“ rage ; and 1 extinguiflied the lights, that my 
“ jultice might be blind and inexorable. My 
“ prayer was a thanklgiving on the difcovery of 
“ the offender ; and |b painful was my anxiety, 
“ that I had paffed three days without food fince 
“ the tirft moment of your complaint.” II. The 
I'ultan of Gazna had declared w'ar againll the 
dynafty of the Bowides, the fovercigns of the 
weflern Pcrfia : he was difarmcd by an epiffle of 
the fultana mother, and delayed his invafion till 
the manhood of her foa ®. “ During the life of 

“ my hulband,” faid the artful regent, “ I was 
“ ever apprehcnfive of your ambition : he was a 
“ prince and a foldier worthy of your arms. He 
“ is now no more ; his fceptre has paffed to a 
“ woman and a child, and you dare not attack 
“ their infancy and weaknefs. How inglorious 
“ would be your conqueft, how lhameful your 
“ defeat ! and yet the event of war is in the hand 
“ of the Almighty.” Avarice was the only de- 
fefl; that tarnilhed the illuftrious diaradler of 
Mahmud ; and never has that paffion been more 
richly fatiated. The Orientals exceed the mea- 
fure of credibility in the account of millions of 
gold and fdver, fuch as the avidity of man 
has never accumulated ; in the magnitude of 
pearls, diamonds, and rubies, fuch as have 
never been produced by the workmanfliip of na- 

* D'Herbelot, BIbliotheque Oricntale, p. 517. Yet thefe letters, 
apothegms, &c. are rarely the language of the heart, or the motives 
of public ailion. 

Z 2 ture. 
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lure®. Yet the foil of Hindoftan is impregnated with 
precious minerals ; her trade, in every age, has at- 
trafted the gold and filver of the world ; and her vir- 
gin fpoils were rifled by the firlc of the Mahometan 
conquerors. His behaviour, in the laid days of 
his life, evinces the vanity of thefe pofieffions, fo 
laborioufly won, fo dangeroufly held, and fo in- 
evitably loft. He furveyed the vaft and various 
chambers of the treafury of Gazna ; burft into 
tears ; and' again clofed the doors, without be- 
llowing any portion of the wealth which he could 
no longer hope to preferv^e. The following day 
he reviewed the ftate of his military force ; one 
hundred thoufand foot, fifty-five thoufand horfe, 
and thirteen hundred elephants of battle'®. He 
again wept the inftability of human greatnefs ; 
and his grief was embittered by the hoftile pro- 
grefs of the Turkmans, whom he had introduced 
into the heart of his Perfian kingdom. 

In the modern depopulation of Afia, the regular 
operation of government and agriculture is con- 
fined to the neighbourhood of cities ; and the dif- 



9 For inftance, a ruby of four hundrtfd ami fifty mifkals (Dow, 
vol. i. p. £^-), or fix pounds three ounces : the largeft in the trea- 
fury of Dehli weighed feventeen mifknls (Voyages de Tavernier, 
panic ii. p. 2S0.). It is true, that in tlie Eaft all coloured (tones arc 
called rubies (p. 355.), and that Tavernier faw three larger and more 
precious :unong the jewels de notre grand roi, Ic plus puifl'antet plus 
magnifique de tons les Rois de la Une (p. 376.). 

Dow, vol. i. p. 65. The fovcreigii of Kinoge is (aid to have 
pofTefTed 1500 elephants (Abulfed. Geograpli. tab. xv. p. 274.). 
From thefe Indian (lories, tlic reader may corrcC-I a note in my fii tl 
volume (p. 337, 338.) : or from that note he may coneCl thefe 
fiorlcs. 

tant 
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tant country is abandoned to the paftoral tribes of ^ 
Arabs, Curds, and Turkmans Of the laft- ^ j 
mentioned people, two confiderable branches ex- "'■Turk- 
tend on either fide of the Cafpian Sea ; the A. d! 9S0 
v.eftern colony can mufler forty thoufand foldiers ; 
the caftern, lefs obvious to the traveller, but more 
ftrong and populous, has increafed to the number 
of one hundred thoufimd families. In the midft 
of civilized nations, they ‘prel’erve the manners of 
the Scythian defert, remove their encampments 
with the change of fcafons, and feed their cattle 
among the ruins of palaces and temples. Their 
flocks and herds are their only riches ; their tents, 
cither black or white, according to the colour 
of the banner, are covered with felt, and of a 
circular form ; their winter apparel is a fiieep- 
fliin : a robe of cloth or cotton their fummer gar- 
ment : the features of the men are harfh and 

ferocious ; the countenance of their women is foft 
and pleafing. Their w'andering life maintains the 
fpirit and exercife of arms ; they fight on horfe- 
back ; and their courage is difplayed in frequent 
contefts with each other and with their neigh- 
bours. For the licence of paflure they pay a 
flight tribute to the fovercign of the land ; but- the 
domeftic jurifdicHon is in the hands of the chiefs 
and elders. The firfl emigration of the caftern 
Turkmans, the moft ancient of their race, may 
be aferibed to the tenth century of the Chriftiau 

” See a juft and natural piAure of tliefe paftoral manners, in the 
liiftory of W'illiam archbifhop ofTyre ( 1 . i. c. vii. in the Gcfta Dei 
per Francos, p. 635, 634.), and a valuable note by the editor of tlic 
Jliftcire Gcnealogicpic des Tatars, p. 535— 538, ^ 

' 1 . 3 xra. 
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cera In the decline of the caliphs, and the 
vveaknefs of their lieutenants, the barrier of the 
Jaxartes was often violated ; in each invafion, 
after the vlclory or retreat of their countrymen, 
fome wandering tribe, embracing the Mahometan 
faith, obtained a free encampment in the fpacious 
plains and pleafant climate of Tranfoxiana and 
Carizme. The Turkifh Haves who afpired to the 
throne encouraged thefe emigrations, which re- 
cruited their armies, aw'ed their fubjefts and ri- 
vals, and proteded the frontier againft the wilder 
natives of Turkeftan ; and this policy was abufed 
by Mahmud the Gaznevide bet’ond the example 
of former times. He w'as admonifhed of his error 
by a chief of the race of Seljuk, who dw'elt in the 
territory of Bochara. The fultan had enquired 
what fupply of men he could furnifli for military 
fervice. “ If you fend,” replied Ifmael, “ one 
“ of thefe arrows into our camp, fifty thoufand 
“ of your fervants will mount on horfeback.” 
“ And if that number,” continued Mahmud, 
“ fliould not be fufficient ?” “ Send this fecond 

“ arrow' to tlie hord of Ballk, and you will find 
“ fifty thoufand more.” “ But,” faid the Gaz- 
nevide, difi'embllng his anxiety, “ if I Ihould 
“ ftatid in need of the whole force of your kin- 
“ dred tribes ?” “ Difpatch my bow',” was the 

The firft emigr;>tions of the Tiii kmans, and doubtful origin of 
the Scliukians, may be traced in the laborious Hiftory of the Huns, 
by M. de Giiignts (tcm. i. Tables Chionologiqucs, 1 . v. torn. iii. 
1 . vii. ix. X.), and the IJibiiotlicquc Orientalc of d'Hcrbclot (p. 799 
— 8oi. 897 — 90' ). Elinacin (Hift. Saracen, p. 331 — 333 ), and 
Abulpharagius (Dyu^ft. p. izi, zzz ), 

h(l 
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lad reply of Ifmad, “ and as it is circulated 
“ around, the fuinmons will obeyed by two' > 

“ hundred thoufand horfe.” The apprehenfioa 
of fuch formidable friendlhip induced Mahmud to 
tranfport the mod obnoxious tribes into the heart . 
of Chorafan, where they would be feparated from 
their brethren by the river Oxus, and inclofed on 
all fidcs by the walls of obedient cities. But the 
face of the country was an objed; of temptation 
rather than terror ; and the vigour of government 
was relaxed by the abfence and death of the fultan 
of Gaxna. The flrepherds were converted into 
robbers ; the bands of robbers were collecled into 
an army of conquerors : as far as Ifpahan and the 
Tigris, Perfia was afllided by their predatory in- , 

roads ; and the Turkmans were not afliamcd or 

' « 

afraid to meafure their courage and numbers with 
the proudeft fovereigns of Afia. MalToud, the 
fon and fucceflbr of Mahmud, had too long ne- 
glected the advice of his wifell Omrahs. “ Your 
“ enemies,” they repeatedly urged, “ were in 
“ their origin a fvvann of ants ; they are now 
“ little fnakes ; and, unlefs they be inflantly 
“ cruflied, they will acquire the venom and mag- 
“ nitude o'f ferpents.” After fome alternatives of 
truce and hoflility, after the repulfe or partial 
fuccefs of his lieutenants, the fultan marched in 
perfon againft the Turkmans, who attacked him 
on all fides with barbarous fliouts and irregular 
onfet. “ Maflbud,” fays the Perfian hiiloriun 

'3 Dow, Hilt, of Hindoftan, vol. i. p. gg. g5—9S. I have copied 
tiiis pafliigc as a fpecinien of the PeiTian manner ; but I fufpect, titat 
ijy fome odd fatality, the Ityle of Feriflua has bee riniproved by 'that 
i)f Ofiian, 

Z 4 “ plunged 
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^ “ plunged fingly to oppofe the torrent of gleam- 

“ ing arms, exhibiting fuch afts of gigantic force 

valour as never king had before difpldyed. 

Gaznc- “ A fev/ of his friends, roufcd by his words and 

fubdue*"'* “ and that innate honour which infpires 

Peifia, “ the brave, feconded their lord fo well, that 
A. D. ^ ’ . ’ 

1038. “ w'herefoever he turned his fatal fword, the 

“ enemies were mowed down, or retreated before 

“ him. But now, when victory feemed to blow 

“ on his ftandard, misfortune was active behind 

“ it ; for when he looked round, he beheld 

“ almoft his whole army, excepting that body 

“ he commanded in perfon, devouring the paths 

“ of flight,” The Gaznevide was abandoned by 

the cowardice or treachery of fome generals of 

Turkifh race ; and this memorable day of Zende- 

can founded in Perfia the dynafty of the Ihepherd 

. kings 

Dyhaftvof The viftorious Turkmans immediately pro- 
thc Selju- ceeded to the eledtion of a king ; and, if the 
A.D’1038 probable tale of a Latin hiftoriaa deferves any 
^1152. credit, they determined by lot the choice of their 

Tlic Zcmiekan of d'Herbelot (p. 1028.), ihe Dindaka of Dovir 
(vol. i. p. 97-)> 'S probably the Dandanekan of Abuifeda (Geo- 
graph. p. 34-5. Reilke), a fmrdl town cf Chcrafan, two dny.s journey 
from Marfi, and lenowiied through the Eaft for the production and 
manufacture of cotton. 

'5 The Byzantine hifloiians (Ccdrcniis, tom. ii. p. 766, 767. 
^onaras, tom. ii.’ p. 255. Nicephoros Bryennius, p. 21.) have con. 
founded, in this revolution, the truth of time and place, of names 
and perfons, of caufcs and events. The ignorance and errors of 
thefe Greeks (which I (liall not Hop to unravel) may infpire fome 
diftrurt of the ftory of Cyaxares and Cyrus, as it is told by their 
mofl: eloquent predeceflbrs. 

VVillerm. Tyr. 1 . i. c. 7. p. 633, The divination by arrows 
' is ancient and famous in ihc Eaft, 

nc\y 
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new maflcr. A number of arrows were fucceflively 
infcribed with the name of a tribe, a family, and 
a candidate ; they were drawn from the bundle 
by the hand of a child ; and the important prize 
was obtained by Togrul Beg, the fon of Michael, 
the fon of Seljuk, whofe furname was immor- 
talifed in the greatnefs of his poRerity. The ful- 
tan Mahmud, who valued himfelf on his Hull in 
national genealogy, profeffed his ignorance of the 
family of Seljuk ; yet the father of that race ap- 
pears to have been a chief of power and renown.'A 
For a daring intrufion into the haram of his 
prince, Seljuk was baniHied from Turkeftan : with 
a numerous tribe of his friends and vaifals, he 
pafled the Jaxartes, encamped in the neighbour- 



C H A P. 
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hood of Samarcand, embraced the religion of 
Mahomet, and acquired the crown of martyrdom 
in a war againft the infidels. Ills age, of an hun- 
dred and feven years, furpafied the life of his fon, 
and Seljuk adopted the care of his two grandfons, 

Togrul and Jaafar ; the elded; of whom, at the 
age of forty-live, was inverted with the title of 
fultan, in the royal city of Nirtiabur. The blind 
determination of chance was jurtilied by the vir- of Togrul 
tues of the fuccefsful candidate. It would be fu- 

A.D T038 

pernuous to pralfe the valour of a Turk ; and the —1063. 



D’Herbflot, p. 801. Yet after the fortune of his polleritv, 
Seljuk became the thirty-fouith in lineal defeent from the great 
Afrafiab, emperor of Touran (p. 800.). The Tartai-* pedigree of 
thehoufe of Zingis gave a different cart to flattery and fable ; and the 
hillorian Mirkhond derives the Seljukides from Alankavah, the virgin 
mother (p. 801. col. a.). If they be the fame as Zalzuts of 
Abulghazi Bahadar Khan (Hill. Gencalogique, p. 148.), we quote 
jn theh- favour the moll weighty evidence of a Tartar prince himielf, 
tile dclcendantol Zingis, Alankavah, or Alancu, and Oguz Khan. 

ambition 
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^Lvn^ ambition of Togrul was equal to his valour* 

I- ^ t By his arms, the Gaznevides were exj3clled from 
the eaftern kingdoms of Perfia, and gradually 
driven to the banks of the Indus, in fearth of a 
fofter and more wealthy conquelh In, the Weft 
he annihilated the dyna.'iy of the Bowides ; and 
the feeptre of Irak palfed fpom the Perfian to the 
Turkifli ' nation. The princes who had felt, < or 
who feared, the Seljukian arrows, bowed their 
heads in the dull; ; by the conqueft of Aderbijan, 
or Media, he approached the Roman confines ; 
and the fliepherd prefuined to difpatch an ambaf- 
fador, or herald, to demand the tribute and obedi- 
ence of the emperor of Conftantinople In his 
own dominions, Togrul was the father of his 
foldiers and people ; by a firm and equal admi- 
niftration Perfia was relieved from the evils of 
anarchy ; and the fame hands which had been 
imbrued in blood becrane the guardians of jufticc 
and the public peace, d'he more rullic, perhaps 
the wifetr, portion of the Turkmans continued 
to dwell in the tents of their anceftors ; and. 

By a flight con'up:ioii, Togiul Beg is the Tangroli-pix of the 
Greeks. His rtign and characier u:e fklthfally exhihiteU by d’Hcr- 
Klot (Bibliot.Oric.it. p. 1027, 1028.) and tie Gu’gncs (Hift. des 
Huns, turn, ill, p 189 — 201.). 

*9 Ce'diciu’.s, tom. ii. p. 774., 775. Zonaras, tom. ii. p. 257. 
With iheir eiluai knowledge of Oricncai aiTaii s, they defci ibc the am- 
biUTatlor as a Jbenj, w!;o, like the fyiiccllus o; the pauiardi, was the 
vicar and fucceffor of the caliph. 

From Wilii.ani of Tyre, I have borrowed this dlllinflion of 
Turks and Turkmans, vdiich at leaft is popular and convenient. 
The names arc Uie lame, and the .addition of mart, is of the fame im- 
port m the i’erfic and Teutonic idioms. Few critics will adopt the 
clymology of James de Viiry (Kill. Hierofol. 1 . i. c. 11. p. io6i.J, 
of I'urcoinaiii, quali ‘Turd ct Co!:::ini, a mixed people, 

from 
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from the Oxus to the Euphrates, thefe military 
colonies were protected and propagated bv their 
native princes. Bat the Turks of the court and 
city were refined by bufinefs and foftened by plea- 
fure : they imitated the drefs, language, and man- 
ners, of Perfia ; and the royal palaces of Nifiiabur 
and Rei difplayed the order and magnificence 
of a great monarchy. The moft deferving .of the 
Arabians and Perfians were promoted to the ho- 
nours of the date ; and the whole body of the 
Turkiih nation embraced with fervour and fincerity 
the religion of Mahomet. The northern fvvarms 
of Barbarians, who overfpread both Europe and 
Afia, have been irreconcilably feparated by the 
confequences of a firnilar conduef. ' Among the 
Moflems, as among the Chrifiians, their vague 
and local traditions have yielded to the reaibn 
and authority of the prevailing fyftem, to the 
fame of antiquity, and the confent of nations. 
But the triumph of the Koran is more pure and 
meritorious, as it was not alfifted by any vifible 
fplendour of worfliip which might allure the Pa- 
gans by fome refernblance of idolatry. The fird 
of the Seljukian fultans was confpicuous by bis 
zeal and faith : each day he repeated the five 
prayers which are enjoined to the true believers : 
of each week, the two firft days were confecrated 
by an extraordinary fall ; and in every city a 
mofeh was completed, before Togrul prefumed to 
lay the foundations of a palace^*. 



547 
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Hift. Generale dfs Huns, tom. iii. p. 165, 166, 167. 
Guignts quotes Abulniahalen, an hiftoiian of Egypt. 
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With the belief of the Koran, the fon of Seijuk 
imbibed a lively reverence for the fucceflbr of the 
prophet. But that fublime cl-tarafter was ftill dif- 
puted by the caliphs of Bagdad and Egypt, and 
each of the rivals was folicitous to prove his title 
in the judgment of the llrong though illiterate 
Barbarians. Mahmud the Gaznevide had de- 
clared himLelf in favour of the line cf Abbas ; 
and had treated with indignity the robe of honour 
which was prefented by the Fatimite ambaffador. 
Yet the ungrateful llafliemite' had changed with 
the change of fortune ; he applauded the victory 
of Zcndecan, and named the Seljukian fultan his 
temporal vicegerent over the Moflem world. As 
Togrul executed and enlarged this important truft, 
he was called to the deliverance of the caliph 
Cavern, and obeyed the holy fum.inons, which 
gave a new kingdom to his arms’’. In the pa- 
lace of Bagdad, the commander of the faithful 
flill flvfmbered, a venerable phantom. Ills fervant 
or mafter, the prince of the Bowides, could no 
longer protect him from the infolencc of meaner 
tyrants ; and the F.uphrates and Tigris wx-rc 
opprciTed by the revolt of theTurkiih and Arabian 
emirs. The prefence of a conqueror was im- 
plored as a bleffing ; and the tranfient mifehiefs 
of fu-c and fword were excufed as the frarp but 
falutary remedies which alone could reftore the 
health of the republic. At the head of an irre- 
fiftiblc force, the fultan of Perfia marched from 



/ 



Confuk the BiWiotheqtic Oricnt:i!e, in the articles of the Al>~ 
hnjjlla. Cake:-, md CaieKi, amf iheAunals of lilniacin and Abul- 
phv;igius. 
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Hamadan : the proud were cruflied, the proftrate 
were fparcd ; the prince of the Bowides difap- 
peareil ; the heads of the moft obdinate rebels 
were laid at the feet of Togrul ; and he inllided a 
Idfon of obedience on the people of Moful and 
Bagdad. After the chaftifement of the guilty, 
and the reltoration of peace, the royal fliepherd 
accepted the reward of his labours ; and a fpleinn 
comedy reprefented the triumph of religious pre- 
judice over Barbarian power ^5. The Turkilh ful- 
tan embarked on the 'i’igris, lauded at the gate of 
Racca, and made his public entry on horfeback. 
At the palace-gate he refpecffully difmounted, and 
walked on foot, preceded by his emirs without 
arms. The caliph was feated behind his black 
veil : the black garment of the Abbaffides was call 
over his flroulders, and he held in his hand the 
ftalf of the apollle of God. The conqueror of 
the Eafl kilTed the ground, flood feme time in a 
modell poflure, and was led towards the throne by 
the vizir and an interpreter. After Togrul had 
feated himfelf on another throne, his commiffiou 
was publicly read, which declared him the tem- 
poral lieutenant of the vicar of the prophet. He 
was fucceflivelyinvefted rvith feven robes of ho- 
nour, and prefented with feven flaves, the natives 
. of the feven climates of the Arabian empire. His 
niyRic veil was perfumed with mufk ; two crowns 
were placed on his head ; two feymetars were 

For this curious ceremony, I am indebted to M. de Guignes 
(tom. iii. p. 197, 19S.), and that learned author is obliged to Bon- 
dari, who compofed in Arabic the hiftory oF the Seliukides (tom. v. 
p. ids-)- 1 aiii igiioiaut of liii age, country, and charafler. 

girded 
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girded to his fide, as the fymbo's of a double reigil 
over the Kaft and Wed. Alter this inauguration, 
the fuitan was prevented from proftrating himfelf 
a fecond time ; but he twice kiifed the hand of 
the commander of the faithful, and his titles were 
proclaimed by the voice of heralds and the applaufe 
of the Moflems. In a fecond vifit to Bagdad, the 
Seljukian prince again refcued the caliph from his 
enemies ; and devoutly, on foot, led the bridle of 
his mule from the ptiion to the palace. Their 
alliance was cemented by the marriage of Togrul’s 
filter with the fucceflbr of the prophet. Without 
reluctance he had introduced a Turkifh virgin into 
his haram ; but Cayem proudly refu.fsd his daugh- 
ter to the fuitan, difdained to mingle the blood of 
the Hafheraites with the blood of a Scythian 
flrepherd ; and protracted the negociation many 
months, till the gradual diminution of his revenue 
admonifhed him that he was ftill in the hands of 
a malter. The royal nuptials were followed by 
the death of Togrul himielt ’+ ; as he left no 
children, his nephew Alp Arflan fucceeded to the 
title and prerogatives of fuitan ; and his name, 
after that of the caliph, was pronounced in the 
public prayers of the Moflems. 'Yet in this revo- 
lution, the Abbaflides acquired a larger meafure of 
liberty and power. On the throne of Afia, the 
Turkifli monarchs were lefs jealous of the domeftic 
adminifiration of Bagdad 5 and the commanders 



’4 Eotlem anno (A. H. 455) obiit princeps Togrulbecus .... 
rex fuit clemens, priidens, ct peritas regnandi, cujiis terror corda 
jiiortaliinn invafen-t, ita ut obedirent ei rrges atqiie ad ipfuin feribc- 
reut. Eiuiacin, Hift. Saracen, p. 3.P1. vtrl. Erpenii. 

■ ■ of 
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of the faithful were relieved from the igno- 
minious vexations to which they had been ex- 
pofed by the prefence and poverty of the Perfian 
dynafty. 
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Since the fall of the caliphs, the difeord and TheTurk? 
degeneracy of the Saracens refpeded the Afiatic 



provinces of Rome; which, by the victories of 
Nicephorus, Zimifees, and Bafil, had been ex- 10 JO, 



tended as far as Antioch and the eaftern bounda- 



ries of Armenia. Twenty-five years after the 
death of Bafil, his fucceifors were fuddenly af- 
faulted by an unknown race of Barbarians, who 
united the Scythian valour with the fanaticifm of 
new profelytes, and the art and riches of a power- 
ful monarchy The myriads of Turkilh horfe 
overfpread a frontier of fix hundred miles from 
Taurus to Arzeroum, and the blood of one hun- 
dred and thirty thoufand Chriftians was a grateful 
facrifice to the Arabian prophet. Yet the arms of 
Togrul did not make any deep or lafting impreffion 
on the Greek empire. The torrent rolled away 
from the open country ; the fultan retired without 
glory or fuccefs from the fiege of an Armenian 
city ; the obfeure hoftilities were continued or 
fufpended with a viciifitude of events ; and the * 



For thefe wars of (he Turks and Romans, fee In genera! the 
Byzantine hiltorics of Zonaras and Ccdrcmis, Scylitzes the continu- 
atur of Cedrenus, and Nicephorus Brycnniiis Cxl'ar. The two firft 
of thefe were monks, the two latter ftateiinen ; yet fuch were the 
(trecks, that the difference of ftyle and charaiter is fcarcely dilcerni- 
bie. For the Orientals, I draw as ufnal on the wealth of d’Herbelot 
(lee titles of the firft Seliukides) and the accuracy of de Guignes 
(Hi ft. des Huns, torn. iii. 1. x.). 

bravery 
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CHAP. I^ravery of the Macedonian legions renewed the 
fame of the conqueror of Afia The name of 
Arilan, the valiant lion, is expreffive of the 
icin, popular idea of the perfedion of man ; and the 
— fucceflbr of Togrul difplayed the fiercenefs and 
generofity of the royal animal. lie palled the Eu- 
phrates at the head of the Turljifli cavalry, and 
entered Cmfarea, the metropolis of Cappadocia, 
to which he had been attraded by the fame and 
wealth of the temple of St. Bafil. The folid ftruc- 
ture refilled the deftroyer ; but he carried away 
the doors of the lliriiie incruhed with gold and 
pearls, and profaned the relics of the tutelar faint, 
whofe mortal frailties were now covered by the 
Conqueft venerable rufl; of antiquity. The final conquefl of 
Armenia and Georgia was atchieved by Alp 
Georgia, Arilan. In Armenia, the title of a kingdom, . and 
the fpirit of a nation, were annihilated : the arti- 
ficial fortifications were yielded by the mercenaries 
of Conllantinople ; by llrangers without faith, 
veterans without pay or arms, and recruits without 
experience or difcipline. The lols of this im- 
portant frontier was the news of a day ; and the 
Catholics were neither furprifed nor difplcafed, 
that a people lb deeply infeded with theNeftorian 
end Eutychian errors, had been delivered by Chrilt 

'FipipsTO yotf It/ Tapxoii wf iiv TrSTTpuy-evov 

, x*Tairpapr>a:i ro Txpxuv ysvoi cctto tjii toixvtk; 

OTOIXI/ 0 MxX£OUtl XXT(XfpnJ/XTO Uff(rx(. 

Ccdrt-iius, tom, ii. p. 751. The credulity of the vulgar is always 
probable ; and ihc Turks had learned fiom the Arabs the hifiory oo: 
legend of Ll'candcr Dulcarncin (d’ilcrbelot, p. 317, S;c.). 

and 
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and his mother into the hands of the infidels ^ H A p; 

LVir. 

The woods, and vallies of mount Caucafus were 1 — — 1 » 
more llrenuoully defended by the native Geor- 
gians *** or Iberians : but the 'rurkifii fuhan and 
his fon Malek were maefatigable in this holy w^ar ; 
their captives were compelled to piomifc a fpi- 
ritual as well as temporal obedience j and, initead 
of their collars and bracelets, an iron horfc-flioe, 
a badge of ignominy, was impofed on the infidels 
who Hill adhered to the worthip of their fathers. 

The change, however, was not fmeere or uni- 
verfal ; and, ihrpugh ages of fervitude, the 
Georgians have maintained the fucceffion of their 
princes and bifiiops. But a race of men, -^vliom 
nature has call in her moft perfect mould, is 
degraded by poverty, ignorance, and vice ; their 
profeliion, and Hill more their pradtice, of ChriHi- 
anity is an 'empty name'; and if they have 
emerged from hereby, it is only becaufe they 



*Oi y.ai Ijjvpiacv xxt MicoTrorxy.ixv, y.xi Apixsttau 
xxi 01 Tr,!/ laJ'asiKri' ris xca tccv Ay.i^x\o:v 

fipri(TxsviS(Tiy xipsCiU (Scylitzes, ad calctm Cedreni, tom. ii. p. 
8 34. whofe ambiguous cor.uruition fnall iiot tempt me to fut'pe£l tiiat 
he confounded the Neftorian and Monophyfite herches). tie fami- 
liarly talks of the y(oAb(y opyry «){a, qxialities, as I (hould 

apprehend, very foreign to the perftcl Being ; but his bigotry is 
forced to confefs, that they were loon afterwards dilcharged oa the 
orthodox Romans. 

Had the name of Georgians been knowm to the Greeks (Stritter, 
Memoriae Byzant. tom. iv. 1 thould derive it from their 
agriculture, as the Xxoftai yiujiyoi of Herodotus ( 1 . iv. c. iS. p. 
289. edit. VVeffeJing). But it appears only fmee the crufades, among 
the Latins (Jac. a Vitriaco, Hift. Hierofol. c. 79. p. 1095.) and 
Orientals (d’Herbclot, p. 407.}, and was devoutly borrowed fronr 
St, George of Capp.adocia. 

VoL. X. A a arc 
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are too illiterate to remember a metaphyfical 
creed 

'rhe falfe or genuine magnanimity of Mahmud 
the Gaznevide, was not imitated by Alp Arflan ; 
and he attacked without fcruple the Greek em- 
prefs Eudocia and her children. His alarming 
progrefs compelled her to give herfelf and her 
I'ceptre to the hand of a foldier ; and Romauus 
Diogenes was invefted with the Imperial purple. 

His patriotifm, and perhaps his pride, urged him 
from Com'lantinople within two months after his 
accellion ; and the next campaign he moft fcan- 
daloully took the field during the holy fellival 
of Eafter. In the palace, Diogenes w'as no more 
than the hufband of Eudocia : in the camp, he was 
the emperor of the Romans, and he fultained that 
charafter with feeble refources and invincible cou- 
rage.' By his fpirit and fuccefs, the foldiers were 
taught to a£l, the fubjetls to hope, and the ene- 
mies to fear. The Turks had penetrated into the 
heart of Phrygia ; but the fultan hirnfelf had re- 
figned to his emirs the profecution of the war ; 
and their numerous detachments were feattered 
over Afia in the fecurity of coriqueft. I.aden with 
fpoil and carelefs pf difeipline, they w'ere feparately ^ 
furprifed and defeated by the Greeks : the aclivity 
of the emperor feemed to multiply his prefence ; 
and while they heard of his expedition to Antioch, 

-9 Mofhelm, Inftitut. Ilift. Ecclcf. p. See in Cliardln's 

Tmvcls (icm. i. p. 171 — 17+.^, the manners and rcKgion of this 
handfome brit worthlel's nation. Sea the jicdigrec of their princes 
from .^dam to the prefent century, in the Tables of M. dc Guignes 
(tom. i. p. 433— 438.). 

the 
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the enemy felt his fword on the liills of Trebizbnd. ^/vii 
In three laborious campaigns, the Turks were 
driven beyond the Euphrates : in the fourth and 
lafi:, Romanus undertook the deliverance of Ar- 
menia. The defolation of the land obliged him 
to tranfport a fupply of two months provifions ; 
and he marched forwards to the fiege of Malaz- 
kerd5°, an important fortrels in the midway be- 
tween the modern cities of Arzeroum and Van. 
llis army amounted, at the lead, to one Jiundrcd 
thoufand men. 1 he troops of Conftantinople , 
were reinforced by the diforderly multitudes of 
Phrygia and Cappadocia ; but the real ftrength 
was compofed of the fubjeds and allies of Europe, 
the' legions of Macedonia, and the fquadrons of 
Bulgaria ; the Uzi, a Moldavian hord, who were 
themfelves of the Turkilli race ; and, above all, 
the mercenary and adventurous bands of French - 
and Normans. Their lances were commanded by 
the valiant Urfel of Baliol, the kinfman or father 
of the Scottifh kings and were allowed to 

excel 

This, city is mentioned by Conftnntine Porphyrogeniuis (de 
Adminifti-at. Imperii, 1 . ii. c. 44. p. 119.)’, and the By7antines of 
the xi‘h century, under the name of Mantzikierte, and by feme is 
confounded with Thcodofiopolis ; but Dcllilc, in his notes and maps, 
lias very properly fixed the fituation. Abulfeda (Geograph, lab. 
xviii. p. jio.) deferibes Malafgerd as a fmalltovvn, built with black 
Hone, fiipphcd with water, without trees. See. 

I'he Uzi of the Greeks (Stritter, Memor. Byzant. tom. iii. p. 

913 — 948.) are the Gozz of the Orientals (Hill, des Huns, torn- ii. 
p. 5ZZ. tom. iii. p. 133, &c.). They appear on the Danube and 
the Volga, in Armenia, Syria, and Choral'an, and the name fecnis 
to have been extended to the whole Turkmai/race. 

Urfelius (the Ruirtlius of Zonaras) is diitinguifhed by Jeffrey 
Malaterra ( 1 . i. c. 33.) among the Norman conquerors of Sicily, and 
with the furnanie of liaiiol ; and our own hiltorians will tdl how the 

A a z Baliols 
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excel in the exercife of arms, or, accordln^T to tire 
Greek flyle, in the pradice of the Pyrrhic dance. 

On the report of this bold invafion, which 
threatened his hereditary dominions, Arp Arflan 
flew to the feene of adion at the head of forty 
thoufand horfe^-5. His rapid and fleilful evolu- 
tions diftrelfed and difmayed the fuperior num- 
bers of the Greeks ; and in the defeat of Bafilacius, 
one of their principal generals, he difplayed the 
firfl; example of his valour and clemency. The 
imprudence of the emperor had feparated his 
forces after the redudion of Malazkerd. It was 
in vain that he attempted to recall the mercenary 
Franks : they refufed to obey his fummons ; he 
difdained to await their return : the'defertion of the 
Uzi filled his mind with anxiety and fufpicion ; and 
againfl; the moft falutary advice he ruflied forwards 
to fpeedy and decifive adion. Had he lidened to the 
fair propofals of the fultan, Romanus might have 
fecured a retreat, perhaps a peace ; but in thefe 
overtures he fuppofed the fear or weaknefs of the 
enemy, and his anfwer was conceived in the tone 
of infult and defiance. “ If the Barbarian willies 
“ for peace, let him evacuate the ground w Inch 
“ he occupies for the encampment of the Ro- 



Baliols came from Nomnndy to Durham, built Bernard’s -caftle on 
the Tees, married an heirtl's of Scotland, &c. Ducange (Not. ad 
Niceph 5r. Bryennium, I. ii. N® 4..) has laboured the fubjeft in honour 
of the prelldcnt de Bailleul, whofe father h?d exchanged the fword 
for the gown. 

Elmacin (p. 343, 344..) afilgns this probable number, w’nich is 
reduced by Abulpharagius to 15,000 (p, 227 ), and by d’Hcrbelot 
(p. 102.) to 12,000 horl’e. But the fame Elmacin gives 3.00,000 
men to the emperor, of whom Abulpharagius fays, cum centum 
haininum millibus, multifque cquis et magna pompa inltruilus. The 
Greeks abllsin from any definition of numbers. 

“ mans- 
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“ mans, and furrender his city and palace of Rel 
“ as a pledge of his fmcerity.” Arp Ardan 
fmiled at the vanity of the demand, but he wept 
the death of fo many faithful Modems ; and, aftet 
a devout prayer, proclaimed a free permidion to 
all who were defirous of retiring from the field. 
With his own hands he tied up his horfe’s tail, 
exchanged his bow and arrows for a mace and 
feymetar, clothed himfelf in a white garment, 
perfumed his body with mulk, and declared 
that if he were vanquifhed, that fpot diould be 
the place of his burial The fultan himfelf had 
adeded to cad away his midile weapons ; but his 
hopes of victory were placed in the arrows of the 
Turkidi cavalry, whofe fquadrons were loofely 
didributed in the form of a credent. Indead of 
the fuccedive lines and referves of the Grecian 
tadlics, Romanus led his army in a fmgle and 
folid phalanx, and pred'ed with vigour and im- 
patience the artful and yielding refidance of 
the Barbarians. In this desultory and fruitlefs 
combat he waded the greater part of a fummer’s 
day, till prudence and fatigue compelled him to 
return to his camp. But a retreat is always pe- 
rilous in the face of an active foe ; and no fooner 
had the dandard been turned to the rear than the 
phalanx was broken by the bafe cow'ardice, or the 
bafer jealoufy, of Andronicus, a rival prince, who 
difgraced his birth and the purple of the Cm- 
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3+ The Byzantine writers do not fpeak fo diftinftly of the prefence 
of the fultan ; he committed his forces to an eunuch, had retired to 
a diftance, &c. Is it ignorance, or jealoufy, or truth? 

A a 3 fars, 



/ 



Digitized by Googic 




.^8 the decline and pall 

c II A P. faj-s 35. The Turkifli fquadrons poured a cloud 
1 ' i of arrows on this moment of confufion and lalli- 

tude ; • and the horns of their formidable crefeent 
were clofed in the rear of the Greeks. In the 
dellruidion of the army and pillage of the camp, 
it would be needlefs to mention the number of the 
flain or captives. The Byzantine writers deplore 
the lofs of an inellimable pearl : they forget to 
mention, that in this fatal day the Afiatic pro- 
vinces of Rome were irretrievably facriliced. 
Captivi|y As long as a hope furvived, Romanus attempted 
vcrarc;'of to f‘dly and fave the relics of his army. . When 
theempe- Centre, the Imperial Ration, was left naked 
^ on all fides, and encompafled by the victorious 

. Turks, he Rill, with defperate courage, main- 

tained the fight till the clofe of day, at the 
head of the brave and faithful fubjefts who ad- 
. hered to his ftandard. They fell around him : 
his horfe was Rain ; the emperor was wounded ; 
yet he R:ood alone and intrepid, till he was op- 
prefi'ed and fiound by the Itrength of multitudes. 
The glory of this illuRrious prize was difputed 
by a Rave and a foldier ; a Rave who had feen 
him on the throne of ConRantinople, and a 
foldier whofe extreme deformity had been excufed 
on the promife of fome fignal I'ervice. Defpoiled 
of his arms, his jewels, and his purple, Romanus 



35 He was the fun of the Cxfar John Ducas, brother of the em- 
peror Conftantine (Diicange, Fam. Byzant. p. 165.). Nicephorus 
Bryennius applauds his virtues and extenuates his faults (1. i. p. 33. 
SS.l.ii. p. 53.). Yet he owns his enmi.ty to Romanus, » ■no.vv 

‘ 3 «<nAsa;, Scylitzes fpcaks more explicitly of 
his treafon. . ■ ' 

fpent 
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fpent a dreary and perilous night on the field of 
battle, amidft a diforderly cro'wM of the meaner 
Barbarians. In the morning the royal captive was 
prefented to Arp Arflan, who doubted of his for- 
tune, till the identity of theperfon was afcertained 
by the report of his ambaffadors, and by the more 
pathetic evidence of Bafilacius, who embraced with 
tears the feet of his unhappy fovereign. The fuc- 
ceifor of Confiantine, in a plebeian habit, was led 
into the Turkilh divan, and commanded to kifs 
the ground before the lord of Afia. He re- 
lurtantly obeyed ; and Arp Arflan, fiarting from 
his throne, is laid to have planted his foot on the 
neck of the Roman emperor^'’. But the fact js 
doubtful ; and if, in this moment of infolcnce, 
the fultan complied with a national cuflom, the 
reft of his condud: has extorted the praife of his 
bigotted foes, and may afford a leffon to the moft 
civilized ages. lie inflantly raifed the royal cap- 
tive from the ground ; and thrice clafping his 
hand with tender fympathy, affured him, that , his 
life and dignity fhould be inviolate in the hands 
of a prince who had learned to refpeft the ma- 
jefty of his equals and the viciffitudes of fortune. 
From the divan, Romanus w^as condudied to an 
adjacent tent, where he was ferved with pomp and 
reverence by the officers of the fultan, who, twice 
each day, feated him in the place of honour at his 
own table. In a free and familiar converfation of 
eight days, not a word, not a look, of infult, 
cfcapcd from the conqueror ; but he feverely cen- 



3® This circuinftancc, which we read and douht in Scylitzes and 
Conftantinc ManalTes, is niore prudently omitted by Niccphoriis 
and Zonaras. 
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Cured llie unworrhy fubjects who had deferted theli* 
valiant prince in tlic hour of danger, and gently 
admoniihed his antagonill of fome errors which he 
had committed in the management of the \var. 
In the preliminaries of negotiation, Arp Arflan 
aficca him what treatment he expected to receive, 
and thfe calm indifference of the emperor difplays 
the freedom of his mind. “ If you are cruel,” 
faid he, “ you will take my life ; if you lilten to 
“ pride, you will drag me at your chariot wheels ; 
“ if you confult your interell, you will accept a 
“ ranfom, and reftore me to my country.” 
“ And what,” continued the fultan, “ w’ould 
“ have been your ov/n behaviour, had fortune 
“ fmiled on your arms ?” The reply of the 
Greek betrays a fentiment, which prudence, and 
even gratitude, fhoukl have taught him to fup- 
prefs. “ Had I vanquilhed,” he fiercely faid, 

I would have indicted on thy body many a 
“ flripe.” The Turkifli conqueror fmiled at the 
infolcnce of his captive ; obferved that the Chrif- 
tian law inculcated the love of enemies and for- 
givenefs of injuries ; and nobly declared, that he 
would not imitate an example which he con- 
demned. After mature deliberation. Alp Arflan 
dictated the terms of liberty and peace, a ranfom 
of a million, an annual tribute of three hundred 
and fixty thoufand pieces of gold the marriage 
of the royal children, and the deliverance of all the 
Moflems who were in the power of the Greeks. 

3? Tiic ranfom and tribute arc attellcd by rtafon and the Orientals. 
The other Greeks are niodcftly fileiit ; but Nicephorus Bryennius 
dares to aflinn, that the terms were »)c ap^rjf, 

and that the emperor would have preferred death to a (hameful treaty. 

Romanus, 
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Romanus, with a figh, fubfcribed this treaty, 

fo difgraceful to the majcfty of the empire ; he v . t 

was immediately iuvefted with a Turkilh robe of 
honour ; his nobles and patricians were reftored 
to their fovercign ; and the fultan, after a courteous 
embrace, dirmilfed him with rich prefents and a 
military guard. No fooner did he reach the con- 
fines of the empire, than he w'as informed that 
the palace and provinces had difclaimed their 
allegiance to a captive : a fum of two hundred 
thoufand pieces was painfully collected ; and the 
fallen monarch tranfmitted this part of his ranfom, 
wdth a fad confeffion of his impotence and dif- 
grace. The gcnerofity, or perhaps the ambition, _ 
of the fultan, prepared to efpoufe. the caufe of his 
ally ; but his defigns were prevented by the defeat, 
imprifonment, and death, of Romanus Diogenes 

In the treaty of peace, it does not appear that 
Alp Arflan extorted any province or city from 
the captive emperor ; and his revenge w'as fatisfied 
with the trophies of his viftory, and the fpoils 
of Anatolia, from Antioch to the Black Sea. The 
faireft part of Afia w^as fubjeft to his laws : tw^elve 
hundred princes, or the fons of princes, ftood be- 
fore his throne ; and two hundred thoufand foldiers 
marched under his banners. The fultan difdained 

3 ^ The defeat and captivity of Romanus Diogenes may be found 
in John Scylitzes ad ealeem Cedreni, tom. ii. p. 835 — 843. Zonaras, 
tom. ii. p. i8i — 284. Nicephonts Bryennius, 1 . i. p. 15 — 32. Gly- 
cas, p. 315 — 327. Conftantine Manafies, p. 134. Elmacin, Hilt. 

Saracen, p. 343, 344. Abulpharag. Dynaft. p. 227. d'Heibelot, 
p. 102, 103. de Guignes, tom. iii. p. 207* — 21 1. Befides my old 
accpiaintance Elmacin and Abulpharagius,,the hiftorian of the Huns 
has confulted .Abulfeda, and his epitomizer Benfchounali, a Chronicle 
of the Caliphs, by Soyouthi, Abulm-ahafen of Egvpt, and Novalri 
of Africa. ' V 
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^Lvn^ to purfue the fuj};\(ive Greeks ; but he meditated the 
\ ■ more glorious conquefi; of Turkeftan, the original 

feat of the houfe of Seljuk. He moved from 
Bagdad to the banks of the Oxus ; a bridge was 
tlirown over the river ; and twenty days were 
confumed in the paffage of his troops. But tiie 
progrel's of tlie great king was retarded by the 
governor of Berzem ; and Jofeph the Carizmian 
prefumed to defend his fortrel's againft the powers 
of the Eafl. ’When he was produced a captive 
in the royal tent, the fultan, inflead of praifing 
his valour, IWerely reproached his obftinate folly ; 
and the infolent replies of the rebel provoked 
a fentence, that he fliould be fadened to four 
flakes and left to expire in that painful fituation. 
At this .command the defperate Carizmian, draw- 
ing a dagger, rufhed headlong towards the throrte: 
the guards raifed their battle-axes ; their zeal was 
checked by Alp Arflan, the mod ikilful archer 
of the age ; he drew his bow, but his foot flipped, 
the arrow glanced afide, and he received in his 
bread the dagger of Jofeph, who was indantly cut 
in pieces. 1 he wound was mortal ; and the 
Turkifh prince bequeathed a dying admonition 
to the pride of kings. “ In my yourfi,” faid Alp 
Arflan, “ I was advifed by a fage, to humble 
“ myfelf before God ; to didrud my own llrength; 
“ and never to defpife the mod contemptible foe. 

, “ 1 have neglected thefe leflbns ; and my neglect 

“ has been dcfcrvedly puniflied. Yederday, as 
“ from an emirtence I beheld the numbers, the 
“ dlfcipiine, and the fpirit, of my armies, the 
“ earth Icemed to tremble under my feet ; and 
“ 1 faid in my heart, furely thou art the king 

« of 
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of the world, the greateft and mofl invincible of 
“ warriors. Thefe armies are no longer mine ; i_,— — i.j 
“ and in the confidence of my perfonal flrcngtli, 

“ I now fall by the hand of an afl’afiin 5 ’.” Alp 
Arflan pofl'clfed the virtnes of a Turk and a Mu- 
fulman ; his voice and fiature commanded the 
reverence of mankind ; his face was ihaded with 
long whiflcers ; and his ample turban was fa- 
Ihioned in the fliapc of a crown. The remains 
of the fultan were depofited in the tomb of the 
Seljukian dynaily ; and the paffenger might read 
and meditate this ufeful infcription “ O ye 
“ WHO HAVE SEEN THE GLORY OF AlP ArsI.AN 

EXALTED TO THE HEAVENS, REPAIR ToMaRII, 

“ AND YOU WILL BEHOLD IT BURIED IN 1 HE 
‘‘ DUST !” The annihilation of the infcription, 
and the tomb itfelf, more forcibly proclaims the 
inftability of human grcatncfs. 

During the life of Alp Arflan, his eldell fon Reign and 
had been acknowledged as the future fultan of the 
Turks. On his father’s death, the inheritance Shah, 
was difputed by an uncle, a coufm, and a brother ; 
they drew their fcymetars, and alfembled their 
followers ; and the triple vidtory of Malek Shah 
eftabliflied his own reputation and the right of pri- 
mogeniture. 

39 This intcrefting death is told by d'Herbelot (p. 103, 10+.), 
and M. de Guignes (tom. iii. p. 2iz, 213.), from their Oricnla! 
writers ; but neither of them have transfufed the fplrlt of Elmacin 
(Hill. Saracen, p. 344, 345.). 

A critic of high renown ^the late Dr. Johnfon), who has fc- 
verely ferutinize^d the epitaphs of Pope, might cavil in this fublime 
infcription at the words, “ repair to Maru,” (incc the reader mull 
already be at Maru before he could perufe the infcription. 

The Bibliothcque Orientalc has given tiie text of the reign of 
Maleic (p. 54z» 543, 544. 654)655.); and the Hilloire Gtnerale 

de» 
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^Lvn^" every age, and more efpecIalJy 

in Afia, the thiril of power has in''pired the fame 
paliions and occafioned the fame difordcrs ; but, 
from the long feries of civil war, it w'ould not be 
cafy to extract a featiment moic pure and mag- 
nanimous than is contained in a laying of the 
Turkifli prince. On the eve of the battle, he 
performed his devotions at Thous, before the 
tomb of the Imam Riza. As the fultan role from 
the ground, he aiked his vizir Nizam, who had 
knelt bcfide him, what had been the objeid of 
his fe'crct petition : “ That your arms may be 
“ crowned with viftory,” was the prudent, and 
moll probably the fincere anfwer of the minifler. 

, “ For my part,” replied the generous Malek, 

“ I implored the Lord of hofls, that he would 
“ take from me my life and crown, if my bro- 
“ ther be more worthy than myfelf to reign over 
. “ the Modems.” The favourable judgment of 

heaven was ratified by the caliph ; and for the firft 
time, the facred title of commander of the faithful 
■ was communicated to a Barbarian. But this 

Barbarian, by his perfonal merit, and the extent 
of his empire, was the greatell prince of his age. 
After the fcttlement of Perf.a and Syria, he 
marched at the head of innumerable armies, to 
atchieve the conquell of Turkeftan, which had 
been undertaken by his father. In his paffage of 
the Oxus, the boatmen, who had been employed 
in tranfporting fome troops, complained, that 

clc3 Hiiiis (tom. iii. p. 114 — 22+.) has added the ufual mcafttre of re- 
petition, emendation, and Tuppiement. Without thefe two learned 
Frcnthmcn, 1 flicukl be blind indeed in the Eallcin world. 

their 
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their payment was afligned on the revenues of' 

Antioch. The I'liltan frowned at this prepnftcrous 
choice ; but he fmiled at the artful I’attery of his 
vizir. “ It was not to poftpone their reward, 

“ that I felefted thofe remote places, but to leave 
“ a memorial to poficrity, that urider your reign, 

“ Antioch and the Onus were fubjed to the fame 
“ fovereign.” But this clefcription of his limits 
was unjuil and parrimoiiious ; beyond the Oxus, < 
he reduced to his obcd'ence the cities of Bochara, 

Garizme, and Srmarcand, and crulhed each re- 
bellious Have, or independent favage, who dared 
to refill. Maick palTed the Silion or jaxartes, the 
lafl boundary of Berfian civilization ; the herds of 
Turkeflan yielded to his fupremacy : his name 
was inferted on the coins, and in the prayers of 
Cafirgar, a ''far'iar kingdom on the extreme bor- 
ders of China. From the Chinefe frontier, he' 
flretched his immediate jurifdidlion or feudatory 
fvvay to the weft and fouth, as far as the moun- 
tains of Georgia, the neighbourhood of Conltan- 
tinople, the holy city of Jerufalem, and the fpicy 
groves of Arabia Foelix. Inftead of rehgning 
himfelf to the luxury of his Haram, the Hicpherd 
king, both in p^acc and war, was in action and 
in the field. By the perpetual motion of the 
royal camp, each province was fucceffively blefl'ed 
with his prefence ; and he is laid to have peram- 
bulated twelve times the wide extent of his domi- 
nions, which furpaiTed the J/iatic reign of Cyrus 
and the caliphs. Of thefe expeditions, the moft 
pious and fplendid was the pilgrimage of Mecca : 
the freedom and fafety of the caravans were pro- 

teded 
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*^Lvn arms ; the citizens and pilgrims were 

' , j enriched by the profufion ot his alms ; and the 
defert was cheered by the places of relief and 
refrefhment, which he inftituted for the ufe of his 
brethren. Hunting was the pleafure, and even 
the pallion, of the fultan, and liis train confided 
of forty-feven thoufand horfcs ; but after the maf- 
facre of a Ttirkilh chafe, for each piece of game, 
he bedowcd a piece of gold on the poor, a flight 
atonement, at the expence of the people, for the 
colt and mifehief of the amufement of kings. In 
the peaceful profpeiity of his reign, the cities of 
Afia were adorned ‘with palaces and hofpitals, 
w'ith inofchs and colleges ; few departed from his 
divan without reward, and none without juftice. 
The language and literature of Perfia revived 
under the houfe of Seljuk'*" •, and if Malek emu- 
lated the liberality of a Turk lefs potent than 
himfelf'^3, his palace might refound with the fongs 
of an hundred poets. The fultan bellowed a 
more ferious and learned care on the reformation 
of the calendar, winch w'as ell'ected by a general 
afl'embly of tlie aflronomers of the Eaft. By a 
law of the prophet, the Moflems are confined to 
the irregular courfe of the lunar months ; in 

See nn cxcelter.t difcoiiiTe ct the cm! of Sir William Jones’s 
Hittory of Nadir Shah, ami the articles cf the poets, Amak, Anvari, 
Ratchidi, &c. in the Bihliotheque Orieiitale. 

•*3 His name was Khe-ier Khan. Four bags were placed round 
his fopha, and as he liftened to the fong, he call handfuls of gold and 
filver !o the poets (irUerhciot, p. 107.); All this may be true; 
but I do no; undcrlland how he could reign in Tranfoxiana in th.c 
tijneef Malek Shah, and much Ids how Kliedcr could furpafs him in 
power ami pomp. I I'ufpeft that the bcgiitning, not the end, of the 
, century, is the true xia of his leign. 

Perfia, 
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Perfia, fince the age of Zoroaftcr, the revolution 
of the fun has been known and celebrated as an 
annual fefiival ; but, after the fall of the Ma- 
gian empire, the intercalation had been neglected ; 
the fractions of minutes and hour:t were multi- 
plied into days ; and the date of the Spring was 
removed from the lign of Aries to tliat of Fifccs. 
T he reign of hlalek was illultrated by the Gclalaan 
sera ; and all errors, either pall or future, were 
corrected by a computation of time, which fur- 
pafles the Julian, and approaches the accuracy of 
the Gregorian, Ityle'^h 

In a period when Europe was plunged in the 
clecpefl; Barbarlfm, the light and fplendour of 
Alia may be aferibed to the docility rather than 
the knowledge of the Turkilh conquerors. An 
ample lhare of their wifdom and virtue is due to 
a Perfian vizir, who ruled the empire under the 
reigns of Alp Arfian and his fon. Nizam, one of 
the moll illullrious minillers of the Eall, was 
honoured by the caliph as an oracle of religion 
and fcience ; he was trulled by the fultan as the 
faithful vicegerent of his power and julUce. After 
an adminillration of thirty years, the fame of the 
vizir, his wealth, and even his fcrvices, were 
transformed into crimes. He was overthrown by 
the infidious arts of a woman and a rival ; and his 
fall was hallencd by a ralli declaration, that his 
cap and ink-horn, the badges of his office, were 

** See Chardin, Voyages eii Perfe, tom. ii. p. 135. 

The Gclalajan sera (Gclaleddin,' Glory of the Faith, was one 
ot the names or titles of Malck Shah) is fixed lo the xv‘t‘ of March, 
A. H. 4.71, A. P. 1079. Dr. Hyde has produced the original tefti- 
njonics of the Perfians and Arabians (dc Rcligione vetcrumPirliuiun, 

C. 16, p. zoo II I 

connecled 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 

connetted by the divine decree with the throne 
arid diadem of the fultan. At the age of ninety- 
three years, the venerable ftatefman was difmifled 
by his mailer, accufed by his enemies, and mur- 
dered by a fanatic : the lall Avofds of Nizam at- 
telled his innocence, and the remainder of Ma- 
lek’s life was Hiort and inglorious. From Ifpahan, 
the fcene of this difgraceful tranfaclion, the fultan 
moved to Bagdad with the defign of tranfplanting 
the caliph, and of fixing his own refidence in 
the capital of the Mollem w'orld. The feeble 
fucceflbr of Mahomet obtained a refpite of ten 
days ; and before the expiration of the term, the 
Barbarian was fummoned by the angel of death. 
His ambaffadors at Conflantinople had alked in 
marriage a Roman princefs ; but the propofal 
was decently eluded ; and the daughter of 
Alexius, who might herfelf have been the vidim, 
exprelTes her abhorrence of this unnatural con- 
junction The daughter of the fultan was be- 
llow'ed on the caliph Mocladi, with the imperious 
condition, that, renouncing the fociety of his 
wives and concubines, he fiiould for ever confine 
himfelf to this honourable alliance. 

The greatnefs and unity of the Turk! Hi empire 
expired in the perfon of Malek Shah. Flis vacant 
throne was difputed by his brother and his four 
fons ; and, after a feries of civil wars, the treaty 
which reconciled the furviving candidates con-, 
firmed- a lafting feparation in the Perftan dynafty, 

' She fpcaks of this Pcrfian royalty as a.irxTr,^ xoiy.ooxi - 
fjLC'^Sfspov TTSvix^. Anna Comnena was only nine years old at the*' 
end of the reign of Malek Shah (A. D. 1093), and when (he rpcalts 
ot'his aflaiTination, (he cenfeunds the fultan with the vizir (Alexius* 
1 . vi. p. 177, 17S.). 
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the eldeih and principal branch of the houfe of 
Seljuk. The three younger dynafties were thofe , -i 
of Kenimn, of SyriUj and of Rown : the firfl of 
thefe commanded an extenfive, though obfeure'^^, 
dominion on the fhcres of the Indian ocean : 
the fecond expelled the Arabian princes of Aleppo 
and Damafeus ; and the third, our peculiar care, 
invaded the Roman provinces of Aha Minor. 

The generous policy of Malek contributed to their 
elevation ; he allowed the princes of his blood, 
even thofe whom he had vanquifhed in the field, 
to feek new kingdoms worthy of their ambition ; 
nor was he difpleafed that they fliould draw away 
the more ardent fpirits, who might have difturbed 
the tranquillity of his reign. As the fupreme 
head of his family and nation, the great fiiltan 
of Perfia commanded the obedience and tribute of 
his roval brethren : the thrones of Kerman and 
Nice, of Aleppo and Damafeus ; the Atabeks, 
and emirs of Syria and Mefopotamia, erefted 
their ftandards under the fhadow of his feeptre ; 
and the hords of Turkmans overfpread the plains 
of the weflern Afia. After the death of Malek, 
the' bands of union and fubordination were re- 

So obfciire, that the induftiyofM. do Guignes could only copy 
(tom, i. p. 244.. loin. iii. part i. p. 269, &c.) the hiftory, or rather 
lilt, of the Seljukides of Kerman, in Bi'oliothcque Orientale. They 
were extinguilhed before the end of the xii''’ century. 

' 1 '* Tavernier, perhaps the only traveller who has vifited Kerman, 
deferibes the enpitrd as a great ruinous village, twenty-five da; s 
journey from Ifpahan, and twenty-feven from Ormus, in the mi'dft 
of a fertile country (Voyages en Tiirquie etenPerfe, p. 107. no ). 

•19 It appears from Anna Comnena, that the Turks of Afia Minor 
obeyed the fignet and chiaufs of the great fuhan (Alexias, 1 . vi. 
p. 170.) j and that the two fons of Soliman were detained In his 
court (p. 180.). 

Voi,. X. B b laxed 
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^ laxed ana finally diffolved : the indulgence of the 

t— houfe of Seljuk invefted their flaves with the 
inheritance of kingdoms ; and, in the Oriental 
llyle, a crowd of princes arofe from the dult of 
their feet ,5°. 

CoTiqnfft ^ prince of the royal line, Cutulmifli, the fon of 
Izrail, the fon of Seljuk, had fallen in a battle 
Turks, againflAlpArflan; and the humane viftor had dropt 
— a tear over his grave. His five fons, firong in arms, 
ambitious of power, and eager for revenge, un- 
flieathed their fcymetars againft the fon of Alp 
Ardan. The two armies expected the fignal, 
when the caliph, forgetful of the majefty which 
fecluded him from vulgar eyes, interpofed his 
venerable mediation. “ Inftead of fiiedding the 
“ blood of your brethren, your brethren both in 
“ defcent and faith, unite your forces in an 
“ holy war againft the Greeks, the enemies of 
“ God and his apoftle.” They liftened to his 
voice ; the fultan embraced his rebellious kinf- 
■ men ; and the eld eft, the valiant SoKman, ac- 
cepted the ro) al ftandard, which gave him the 
free conqucft and hereditary command of the 
' provinces of the Roman empire, from Arzeroum 

to Conftantinople, and the unknown regions of 
the Weft 5*. Accompanied by his four brothers. 

This exprefiion is quoted by Petit de la Croix (Vie dc Gen- 
gifcan, p. i6i.), from Ibme poet, molt prcbabljM Pci Can. 

On the conqueft of ACa Minor, M.. de Guigitss has dcfived no 
affifiance from the Turki/h or Arabian writers, wlio produce a 
nake 4 lilt of the Seijukidcs of Roum. The Greeks are unwilling 
to expol'e their lhame, and we mull extort foir.e liints from Scylltres 
(p. 86o. S63.), Nicephoius Lryennius (p. 88. 91, 9a, &c. 

X03, 104.), and Anna Comnena (Alexias, p. 91, 91, Sic. i-6S, 
. &c.). 

he 
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he pafi'ed the Euphrates : the Turkifli camp was ’ 

foon feated in the neighbourhood of Kutaieh in v— J 
Phrygia ; and his flying cavalry laid walle the 
country as far as the Hellefpont and the Black 
Sea. Since the decline of the empire, the pe- 
ninfuh of Afia Minor had been expofed to the 
tranfient, though deftructive, inroads of the Per- 
llans and Saracens ; but the fruits of a lafting 
conquelt were referved for the Turkifli fultan ; 
and his arms were introduced by the Greeks, who 
afpired to reign on the ruins of their country. 

Since the captivity of Romanus, fix years the 
feeble fon of Eudocia had trembled under the 
weight of the Imperial crown, till the provinces 
of the Eaft and Well were loft in the fame month 
by a double rebellion : of either chief Nicephorus 
was the common name ; but the furnames of 
Bryennius and Botoniates diftinguifh the Euro- 
pean and Aliatic candidates. Their reafons, or 
rather their promifes, were weighed in the divan ; , 

and, after fome hefitation, Soliman declared him- 
felf in favour of Botoniates, opened a free paf- 
fage to his troops in their march from Antioch 
to Nice, and joined the banner of the crefeent 
to that of the crofs. After his ally had afeended 
the throne of Conftantinople, the fultan was hof- 
pitably entertained in the fuburb of Chryfopolis 
or Scutari ; and a body of two thoufand Turks 
was tranfported into Europe, to w'hofe dexterity 
and courage the new emperor was indebted for 
the defeat and captivity of his rival Bryennius. 

But the conquefl of Europe was dearly purchafed 
by the facriflcc of Afia : Conftantinople was de- 

B b 2 prived 
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prlvecl of the obedience and revenue of the pra- 
vln'ces beyond the Bofphorus and Ilellefpont ; and 
the regular progrefs of the Turks, who fortified 
the palfes of the rivers and mountains, left not 
a hope of their retreat or expulfion. Another 
candidate implored the aid of the fultan : Melif- 
fenus, in his purple robes and red bulkins, at- 
tended the motions of the Turkilh camp ; and 
the defponding cities were tempted by the fum- 
mons of a Roman prince, who immediately 
furrendered them into the hands of the Barbarians. 
Thefe acquifitions were confirmed by a treaty of 
peace with the emperor Alexius : his fear of Ro- 
bert compelled him to feek the friendfhip of Soli- 
man ; and it was not till after the fultan’s death 
that he extended as far as Nicomedia, about fixty 
miles from Conftantinople,. the caftern boundary 
of the Roman world. Trebizond alone, defended 
on either fide by the fea and mountains, preferved at 
the extremity of the Euxine the ancient character 
of a Greek colony, and the future deftiny of a 
Chriflian empire. 

Since the firfl; conquefls of the caliphs, the 
eftablifhment of the I'urks in Anatolia or Alia 
Minor was the moft deplorable lofs which the 
church and empire had fuftained. By the pro- 
pagation of the Moflem faith, Soliman deferved 
the name of Gazi, a holy champion j and his new 
kingdom of the Romans, or of Roufii, was added 
to the tables of Oriental geography. It is de- 
feribed as extending from the Euphrates to Con- 
ftantinople, from the Black Sea to the confines of 
Syria j pregnant with mines of filver and iron, 

of 
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of allum and copper, fruitful in corn and wine, 

and ]>roductive of cattle and excellent horfes 5 *. v ^ > 

The wealth of Lydia, the arts of the Greeks, 
the fplendour of the Auguftan age, exifted 
only in books and ruins, which were equally 
obfeure in the eyes of the Scythian conquerors. 

Yet, in the prefent decay, Anatolia ftill contains 
fome wealthy and populous cities ; and, under, the 
Byzantine empire, they were far more flourifhing 
in numbers, fize, and opulence. By the choice 
of the fultan, Nice, the metropolis of Bithynia, 
w as preferred for his palace and fortrefs : the feat 
of the Seljukian dynally of Roum was planted one 
hundred miles from Conftantinople ; and the di- 
vinity of Chrid was denied and derided in the 
fame temple in which it had been pronounced by 
the firft general fynod of the Catholics. The unity of 
God, and the million of Mahomet, were preached 
in the mofehs ; the Arabian learning was taught 
in the fchools^ the Cadhis judged according to 
the law of the Korari ; the Turkilh manners and 
language prevailed in the cities ; and Turkman 
camps were fcattered over the plains and moun- 
tains of Anatolia. On the hard conditions of 
tribute and fervitude, the Greek Chriftians might 
enjoy the exercife of their religion ; but their 
mod holy churches were profaned ; their piieds 
and biftiops were infulted j they were compelled 

lo 

5- Such is the ilefcription of Roum hy Haifon the Armenian, 
whofe Tartar hiftcry may be found in the collections of Ramufio 
and Bergeron. (See Abulteda, Geogiaph. chmat. xvii. p. 301— ^ 

' 30 S-) 

-3 Dicit eos quendam abufione Sodomitica intervertilfe epifeopum 
(Guibert. Abbat. Hift. Hierofol. I. i. p. 46S.}. It is odd enough, 

B b 3 that , 
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to fufter the triumph of the Pagansy and the i 
apoftacy of their brethren ; many thoufand 
children were marked by the knife of circum- 
cifion ; and many thoufand captives were devoted 
to the fervice or the pleafures of their mafters 
After the lofs of Afia, Antioch ftill maintained 
her primitive allegiance to Chrift and Ccefar ; 
but the folitary province was feparated from all 
Roman aid, and furrounded on all Tides by the 
Mahometan powers. The defpair of Philaretus 
the governor prppared the facrifice of his religion 
and loyalty, had not his guilt been prevented 
by his fon, who haftened to the Nicene palace, 
and offered to deliver this valuable prize into 'the 
hands of Soliman. The ambitious fultan mounted 
on horfeback, and in twelve nights (for he re- 
pofed in the day) performed a march of fix hun- 
dred miles. Antioch was oppreffed by the fpeed v 
and fecrecy of his enterprife j and the dependant 
cities, as far as Laodicea and the confines of 
Aleppo 55, obeyed the example of the metropolis. 
From Laodicea to the Thracian Bofphorus, or 

that we fliould find a parallel paffhge of the fame people in the pre- 
I'ent age. “ II n'eft point^d'honcur que ccs Tiircs n’ayent coinmis, 

“ et femblables aux foldats eftrencs, qui dans le fiic d’line ville non 
“ contens de difpofer de tout a leur gre pretendent encore aux fucccs 
“ les moins defirables. Quelquc Sipahis ont porte Icurs attentat? 

“ fur la perfonne du vieux rabbi de la fynagogue, et cclle de I’Ar- 
“ chev'Cque Grec.” (Memoiies du Baton de Tolt, tom. ii. p. 193.) 

S'! The emperor, or abbot, deferibe the feenes of a Turkilh camp 
as if they had been prelent. Alarres corfeplx in confpedu fiiiarum 
inultipliciter re[>etitis divjerforuni coilibus vexabantur j (is that the 
true reading ?) cum frliae alFiltentes carmiiia pratcinere fahando 
cogercutur. Mox cadem pall'io ad filias, &c. 

ss See Antioch, and the d,ath of Soliman, in Anna Comnena 
(Alcxws, 1 . vi. p. 16S, 169.), witlijhe notes ofDucange. 

arm 
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*rin of St. George, the conquefls and reign of 
Soliniiui extended thirty days journey in length, v— -y— «—> 
and in breadth about ten or lifteen, between the 
rocks of Lycia and the Black Sea5<>. The 
Turkiih ignorance of navigation protefted, for 
a while, the inglorious fafety of the emperor ; 
but no fooner had a fleet of tw'o- hundred fhios 
been conltrufted by the hands of the captive 
Greeks, than Alexius tfembled behind the walls 
of his capital. His plaintive epiftles w^ere dif- 
perfed over Europe, to excite the coinpallibn 
of the Latins, and to paint the danger, the 
weaknefs, and the riches, of the city of Con- 
Ilantine 

But the moft interefling conquefl of the Sel- S^atcand 

• 1 • ria 1 1 T r I 1*1 J»il?ninage 

'juluan lurks, was that or Jerulalem 5®^ which ofjenua- 
ibon became the tiieatre of nations. In their , <, 
capitulation with Omar, the inhabitants had fti- ~io9s. 
pulated the aifurance of their religion and pro- 
perty ; but the articles were interpreted by a 
nialter againfl whom it was dangerous to difpute j 



5* William of Tyre ( 1 . i. c. 9, 10. p. 635.) gives the moft ati- 
tbentic and deplorable account of thefe riirkilli coiuiuefts. 

In his cpirtlc to the covjnt of Flanders, Alexins items to fall 
too low beneath his chaiafter and dignity : yet it is approved hyDu- 
cangc(Not. ad Alexiad. p. 335, &c.), and paraphraled by theabbot 
Guibert, a contemporary hiftorian. The Greek text no longer cx- 
ilis i and each tranllator and Icrdte might fay with Guibert (p. 475. )» 
verbis velUta mcis, a privilege of moft indefinite latitude. 

s'* Our beft fund for the hiftory of Jerufalein froni llcraclius to 
the cnii'ades, is contained in two large and original pafliigcs of Wil- 
liam ai'chblibop of Tyre '( 1 . i. c. i — 10. 1 . xviii. c. 5, 6.), tire prin- 
cipal author of the Gefta Dei per Francos. M. dc tiulgnes has 
ccmpoled a very learned Meincirc ftir le Commerce des Francois dans 
le Levant av.ant les Croilades, &c. (Mtm. dc I’Academic des In- 
Iciiptions, tom. xxxvii. p. 467—500.) 

B b 4 and 
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^ hundred years of the reign of 

the caliphs, the political climate of Jerufalem 
was expofed to the viciffitudes of ' ftorms and 
funfhine By the increafe of profelytes and 
populatioh, the Mahometans might excufe their 
ufurpation of three- fourths of the city : but a 
peculiar quarter was referved for the patriarch 
with his clergy and people ; a tribute of two 
pieces of gold was the price of proteftion ; and 
the fepulchre of Chrift, with the church of the 
Refurreftion, was ftill left in the , hands of his 
votaries. Of thefe votaries, the mofh numerous 
and refpeGablc portion were Grangers to 'Jeru- 
fal^rn : the pilgrimages to the Holy Land had 
been Simulated, rather than fuppreffed, by the 
conquefl of the Arabs ; and the enthufiafm which 
had always prompted thefe perilous journies, w'as 
nourifhed by the congenial paflions of grief and 
indignation. A crowd of pilgrims from the Eafl; 
and Weft continued to vifit the holy fepulchre, 
and the adjacent fandtuaries, more efpecially at 
the feftival of Eafter : and the Greeks and Latins, 
the Neftorians and Jacobites, 'the Copts and 
Abyffinians, the Armenians and Georgians, main- 
tained the chapels, the clergy, and the poor of 
their refpedlive communions. The harmony of 
prayer in fo many various tongues, the worfhip 
of fo many nations in the common temple of their 

59 Secundum Dominorum dirpofitionein plerumque lucidl ple- 
rumque nuhila recepit intcrvalla, et xgrotantium more temporiiih 
prxl'entium gravabatur aut refpirabat qiralifate (1. i. c. 3. p. 630.). 
The ialinily of William of Tjtc is by no means contemptible : but 
in his account of 490 years, from the lofs to the recovery of Jerufa- 
lem, he exceeds the true account by thirty years. 

religion. 
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religion, might have afforded a fpeftacle of edi- 
fication and peace ; but the zeal of the Chriftian 
fe£fs was embittered by hatred and revenge ; and 
in the kingdom of a fiiffering Meffiah, who had 
pardoned his enemies, they alpired to command 
and perfecute their ipiritual brethren. The pre- 
eminence was afferted by the fpirit and numbers 
of the Franks ^ and the greatnefs of Charle- 
magne protefted both the Latin pilgrims, and 
the Catholics of the Eaft. The poverty of Car- 
thage, Alexandria, and Jerufalem, was relieved 
by the alms of that pious emperor ; and many 
monalleries of Faleftine were founded or reftored 
by his liberal devotion. Harun Alrafhid, the 
greateff -of the Abaffides, efleemed in his Chriftian 
brother a fimilar fupremacy of genius and power : 
their friendfliip was cemented by a frequent in- 
tercourfe of gifts and embaflies ; and the caliph, 
without refigning the fubftantial dominion, pre- 
fented thp emperor with the keys of die holy 
fcpulchre, and perhaps of- the city of Jerufalem. 

In the decline of the Carlovingian monarchy, the 
republic of Amalphi promoted tfie intereft of 
trade and religion in the Eaft. Her veffels tranf- 
ported the Latin pilgrims to the coafts of Egypt 
and Paleftine, and deferved, by their ufeful im- 
, ports, the favour and alliance of the Fatimite 
caliphs : an annual fair was inftituted on mount 

Calvary ; 

For the tranfaftions of Charlemagne with the Holy LanJ, fee 
F.ginhaid (clc Vi?a Caroli Magni, c. i6. p. 79 — Sa.), C oiiiuimine 
Porphyrog* nittis (do AdminiitnuioHe liiipeni, 1 . ii. c. p. 
and Pagi (Cri'.ica, torn, iii A. J). 800, N° ij, 14., 15.). 

Tiie caliph granted his privileges, Amalphitanii, viris amicis 
ct uiilium iniioduitoribus (Gella Dei, p. 934.). Tlic trade of 

Venice 
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Calvary ; and the Italian merchants founded the 
convent and hofpital of St. John of JerufaJem, the 
cradle of the monallic and military order, which 
has fmce reigned in the ifles of Rhodes and of 
Malta. Had the Chriftian pilgrims been content 
to revere the tomb of a prophet, the difciples of 
Mahomet, inltead of blaming, would have imi- 
tated, their piety : but thefe rigid Uniiarians were 
fcandalifed by a worfliip which reprefents the 
birth, death, and refurretlion, of a God ; tlie 
Catholic images were branded w'ith the name of 
idols ; and the Moflems fmiled with indignation 
at the miraculous flame, which was kindled on 
the eve of Eafter in the holy fcpulchrc This 
pious fraud, firfl; deviled in the ninth century 
was devoutly cherilhed by the Latin crufaders, 

^ and is annually repeated by the clergy of the Greek, 
Armenian, and Coptic feels who impofe on the 

credulous 

Venice to Ejj'pt and Palcftine cannot prednee fo old a title, nnlefs 
we adopt the laughable traiiflation of a Fienchnian who iniftook the 
two factions of the circus (Vencti ct Pialliiij for the Venetians and 
Panlians. 

An Arabic chronicle of Jcnifalcm (apud Affcman. Bibliot. 
Orient, tom. i. p. 618. tom. iv. p. 368.) attefts the unbelief of the 
caiiph and the hiftorian ; yet Cantacuzene prefumes to appeal 
to the Mahometaas thcmfelves for the truth of this perpetual mi- 
racle. 

'’5 In his Diflertations on Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, the learned Mo- 
fhi'im has feparately difeufied this pretended mir acle (torn, ii p. 214. 
-—306.), de lumine fanfli fepuldiri. 

William ofMalmlbury ( 1 . iv. c. a. p. 209.) quotes the Itine- 
rary of the monk Bernai d, an eyc-wltnefs, who vifited Jeiufalcm 
A. D. S70. The miracle is conllrmed by another pilgrim fome 
years older ; and Moflieim aferibes the Invention to the F ranks, fooii 
after the dictafe of Charlemagne. 

Our travellers, Sandys (p. 134.), Thevenot (p. 621—627.), 
Maundrdl (p. 94, <J5‘)j kc. defciibc tliis extr avagant fai'ce. The 

Catholics 
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credulous fpeftators for their ov/n benefit, and 
that of their tyrants. In every age, a principle of 
toleration has been fortified by a fenfe of intereft ; 
and the revenue of the prince and his emir was 
increafed each year, by the expence and tribute 
of fo many thoufand flrangers. 

The revolution which transferred the feeptre 
from the Abaflides to the Fatimites was a benefit, 
rather than an injury, to the Holy Land. A 
fovereign refident in Fgypt was more fenfible of 
the importance of Chriltian trade ; and the emirs 
of Paleftine were lefs remote from the juftice 
and power of the throne. But the third of thefe 
Fatimite caliphs was the famous Hakem*^, a 
frantic youth, wlio was delivered by his impiety 
and defpotifm from the fear either of God or man ; 
and whofe reign was a wild mixture of vice and 
folly. Regardlefs of the moft ancient cuftoms of 
Egypt,, he impofed on the women an abfolute 
confinement : the reftraint excited the clamours 
of both fexes ; their clamours provoked his fury ; 
a part of Old Cairo was delivered to the flames j 
and the guards and citizens were engaged many 



Catholics are puzzled to decide, nuhen the miracle ended, and the 
trick began. 

The Orientals themfclves con'fefs the fraud, and plead necdTlty 
and edification (Memoirc^ dit Chevalier d’Arvieux, tom.n. p. 140. 
Jofeph. Abudacni, Hilt. Copt. c. io.)'s but I will not attempt, 
with Moflie.m, to explain the mode. Our travellers have failed 
with the blood of St. Januarius at Naples. 

See d’Herbclot (Bibliot. Orientaley p. 4ti.), Renandot (Hift. 
Patriarch. Alex. p. 390. 397. 400, 401 ), Ehnacin (Hilt. Saracen, 
'p. 321 — 323.), and Maiei (p. 384 — 3S6.), an hiftpsian of Egypt, 
tranflatcd by Rcilkc from Arabic into German, and verbally inter- 
preted to me by a fiiend. 

davs 
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^ Lvii^' ^ bloody conflicl:. At firll; tlic caliph dc- 

u— dared himfelf a zealous Mufulman, the founder 
or benefactor of mofchs and colleges : twelve 
hundred and ninety copies of the Koran were tranf- 
cribed at his expence in letters of gold ; and his 
edict extirpated the vineyards of the upper Egypt. 
But his vanity was foon flattered by the hope of 
introducing a new religion ; he afpired above 
the fame of a prophet, and liyled hirnfelf the 
vifiblc image of the moll high God, who, after 
nine apparitions on earth, was at length manifefl 
in his royal perfon. At the name of Hakem, the 
lord of the living and the dead, every knee was 
bent in religious adoration ; his myileries were 
performed on a mountain near Cairo ; lixteen 
thoufand converts had figned his profellion of 
faith; and at the prefent hour, a free and warlike 
people, the Drufes of mount Libanus, are per- 
fuaded of the life and divinity of a nradman and 
tyrant In his divine character, Hakem hated 
• the Je^ys and Chriftians, as the fervants of his 
rivals; while fome remains of prejudice or pru- 
dence hill pleaded in favour of tire law of Ma- 
hornet. Both in Egypt and Palelline, his cruel 
and wanton perfecution made fome martyrs and 
many apohates : the common rights, and fpeclal 



The reliffion of the Drufes is concealed by their ignorance and 
h)'[iocrify. Their fecret do£lrines ai e confined to the eleft who pro- 
fefs a contemplative life; and the vulgar Drufes, the molt indifferent 
of men, occafionally conform to the woifhip of the Mahometans and 
Chriftians of their neighbourhood. The little that is, or delervcs to 
be, known, may be fern in the iiidultrious Niebuhr (V'oyages, ' 
tom. ii. p. •554—357 )> *nd the fccond volume of the recent and in- 
ftruflive I ravels of M. de Volney. 

privileged 
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privileges of the fecRiries were equally difre- ™‘ 

garJed ; and a general interdid: was laid on the v- — 
devotion of ftrangers and natives. The tentple of 

' -I* r il Kcn:, 

the Chriftian world, the church of- (he Reiiir- a. d. 
redion, was demoliflred to its foundations ; the 
luminous prodigy of Ealler was interrupted, and 
much profane labour was exhaulted to deilroy 
the cave in the rock which properly conftitutes 
the holy fepulchre. At the report of this facri- 
lege, the nations of Europe were aftenilhed and af- 
flicted : butinflead of arming in the defence of the 
Holy Land, they contented themfelvcs with burn- 
ing, or banifning, the Jews, as the fecret advifers 
of the impious Barbarian Y et the calamities 

of Jerufalem were in fome meafure alleviated by 
the inconftancy or repentance of Hakem himfclf ; 
and the royal mandate was fealed for the reftitu- 
tion of the churches, when the tyrant was aifaiTi- • 
nated by the emifi’aries of his filter. The fuc- 
ceeding caliphs refumed the maxims of religion 
and policy ; a free toleration v/as again granted ; 
vvdth the pious aid of the emperor of Coullanti- 
nople., the holy fepulchre arofe from its ruins ; 
and, after a fliort abllinence, the pilgrims returned 
vvith an increafe of appetite to the fpiritual 
feaft^^’. In the fea-voyage of Paleftine, the dan-. 

Sec Glaber, 1 . iii. c. 7. and the Annals of Baronins and Pagi, 

A. D. 1C09. 

70 Per idem tempus ex univerfo orbe tam innnmcrabilis multiuic!<» 
cnepit confluere ad lepulchnim Salvatoris Hierofolyinis, quantum " , 

nutlus hominum prins fperare poterat. Ordo inferioris pkbis 

mediocres reges et comites pirseftiles .... mulieres 

multx nobiles cum pauperioribus .... Pluribus enim crat mentis 
deliderium mori priufquam ad propria rcvertercimir (Glaber, 1 . ir. 

«. 6. Bouquet, Hillorians of France, tom. x. p. 50.}, 

gers 
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frequent, and the opportunities raf c t 
» — , — ^ but the converlion or Hungary opened a fafe 
communication between Germany and Greece. 
The charity of St. Stephen, the apoftle of his 
kingdom, relieved and conduced his itinerant 
Incrcafs brethren ' ' ; and from Belgrade to Antioch, they 
giimapes, ti'^verfed fifteen hundred miles of a Chriftian 
empire. Among the Franks, the zeal of pil- 
1024, .^c. prevailed beyond the example of former 

times : and the roads were covered with multi- 
' tudes of either fex, and of every rank, who pro- 

felTed their contempt of life, • fo foon as they 
fliould have kifl'ed the tomb of their Redeemer. 
Princes and prelates abandoned the care of their 
dominions ; and the numbers of thefe pious cara- 
vans were a prelude to the armies which marched 
in the enfuing age under the banner of the crofs. 
About thirty years before the firft crufade, the 
archbilhop of Mentz, with the bilhops of Utrecht, 
Bamberg, and Ratifbon, undertook this laborious 
journey from the Rhine to the Jordan ; and the 
multitude of their followers amounted to feven 
thoufaud perfons. At Conllantinople, they were 
hofpitably entertained by the emperor ; but the 
oilentation of their wealth provoked the aifault 
of the wild Arabs ; they drew their fwords -with 
fcrupulous reludiance, and fuflained a hegc in the 
village of Capernaum, till they were refeued by 
the venal protedion of the Fatimite emir. After 
vifiting the holy places, they embarked for Italy, 

: t 

7 * Glaber, 1 . iii. c. t. Kntona (Ilift. Critic. Regum Hungnriie, 
tom. i. p. ^04 — 311.) examines wlietlicr St. Slcphen fountleil u nio- 
uailery at jemfuiem. 

but 
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but only a remnant of two thoufand arrived- in *’• 

fafety in their native land. Ingulphus, a fecretary of 
William the conqueror, was a companion of this 
pilgrimage : he obferves that they I'allied from 
Normandy, thirty (tout and well-appointed horfe- 
mcn ; but that they rcpaii'ed the Alps, twenty 
miferable palmers, with the ItalT in their hand, 
and the wallet at their back 

After the defeat of the Romans, the tranquillity Conqucft 
of the Fatimite caliphs was invaded by the lem by die 
Turks One of the lieutenants of Malek Shah, 

Atfiz the Canzmian, marched into Syria at the —1096. 
head of a powerful army, and reduced Damafcus 
by famine and the fword. Hems, and the other 
cities of the province, acknowledged the caliph 
of Bagdad and the fultan of Perfia ; and the 
vidlorious emir advanced without refiftance to 
the banks of the Nile : the Fatimite was preparing 
to fly into the heart of Africa ; but the negroes 
of his guard and the inhabitants of Cairo made 
a defperate fally, and rcpulfed the Turk from 
the confines of Fgypt. In his retreat, he indulged 
the licenfe of flaughter and rapine : the judge 
and notaries of Jerufalem were invited to his 
camp ; and their execution was followed by the 
mafl'acre of three thoufand citizens. The cruelty 
or the defeat of Atfiz was loon punilhed by the 

Baronins (A. D. 1064, 43 — 56.) has tianfcrihed the 

•eater part of the original narratives of Ingulphus, Mariaiuis, and 
i.atubertus. 

73 Sec Ehnacin (Ilift. Saracen, p. 349, 350.) and Abulpliaia- 
gins (Dyna'l. p. Z37. vtrl‘. 1 ‘ocock.). M. de Guignes (Hitt, des 
H uns, tom. iii. part i. p. 215, 216.) adds the tettimonits, or ra- 
ther the naaies, of Abuifeda ami Novairi. 

fultan 
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fultan Toucufb, the brother of Malek Shah, 
who, with a higher title and more formidable 
powers, alferted the dominion of Syria and Pa- 
leftine. The houle of Seljuk reigned about twenty 
years in Jerufalem ; but the hereditary com- 
mand of the holy city and territory was entrufled 
or abandoned to the emir Ortok, the chief of 
a tribe of I’urkinans, whofe children, after their 
expullion from Paleftine, formed two dynafbles 
on the borders of Armenia and AfTyria ^5. The 
Oriental CIn ifHans and theLatin pilgrims deplored a 
revolution, which, infteadof theregular government 
and old alliance of the caliphs, impofed on their 
necks the iron yoke of the llrangers of the North 
In his court and camp the great fultan had adopted 
in fome degree the arts and manners of Pcrfia ; 
but the body of the Turkilh nation, and more 
efpecially the paftoral tribes, ftill breathed the 
fiercenefs of the defert. From Nice to Jerufalem, 
the weftern countries of Afia were a fccne of 

foreign and domerdc hofiility j and the fliepherds 

0 

r'* From the expe lltion of If-tr Alfiz (A. H. 469, A. D. 107C), 
to the expiilCon of the Orlokioei (A. D. 1096). Yet William cf 
Tyre ( 1 . i. c. 6. p. 653.) alferts, that Jeriifaiem was thirty-eight 
years in ffie hands of the Turks ; and an Arabic ■chronicle, quoted 
by Pagi (tom. iv. p. zoz.), fuppofes, that the city was reduced by 
a Canzmian general to the obedience of the caliph cf Ragilad, 
A. H. 4f)3, A. D. 1070. Thele early dates arc not very compa- 
tible with the genual hillo; y of Alia'; and I am furc, that as late as 
A. D. 1064, the regnura Pabylonicum (ol Cairo) dill prevaile'd in 
Paleiiine (Baronins, A. D. 1064, S^‘)‘ 

Dc Guignes, Hiif. des Huns^ tom. i. p. z+9 — 252. 

Wilierm. Tyr. 1 . i. c. 8. p. 634 who iirives hard to magnify 
the Chrillian grievances, 'I he Turks exaiicd an au/zaj from each 
pilgiim ! The capkar of ti;e Fi ar.ks is now fourteen etollars : and 
Europe does not complaite of diis voluntary tax. 

of 
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of Paleftine, who held a precarious fway on a ^ 
doubtful frontier, had neither leifurc nor capacity 
to await the flow profits of commercial and re- 
ligious freedom. The pilgrims who, through 
innumerable perils, had reached the gates of 
Jerufalem were the viftims of private rapine or 
public oppreflion, and often funk under the pref- 
fure of famine and difeafe, before they were per 
mitted to falute the holy fepulchre. A fpirit of 
native barbarifm, or recent zeal, prompted the 
Turkmans to infult the clergy of every fedt : the 
patriarch was dragged by the hair along the pave- 
ment, and cafl; into a dungeon, to extort a ranfom 
from the fympathy of his flock ; and the divine 
worfhip in the church of the refurredtion was 
often diflurbed by the favage rudenefs of its maf- 
ters. The pathetic tale excited the millions of 
the Weft to march under the ftandard of the 
crofs to the relief of the holy land : and yet how 
trifling is the fum of thefe accumulated evils, if 
compared with the fingle adl of the fhcrilcge x>f 
Jlakem, which had been fo patiently endured by 
the Latin Chriftians ! A (lighter provocation in- 
flamed the more irafcible temper of their defeend- 
ants : a new fpirit had arifen of religious chivalry 
and papal dominion : a nerve was touched of ex- 
quifite feeling ; and the fenfation vibrated to the 
heart of Europe. 
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